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17  And  how  can  the  servant  of  my  lord  speak  with 
my  lord?  for  no  strength  remaineth  in  me ;  moreover, 
ray  breath  is  stopped. 

18  Therefore,  he  that  looked  like  a  man,  touched 
me  again,  and  strengthened  me. 

19  And  he  said ;  Fear  not,  0  man  of  desires,  peace 
be  to  thee  :  take  courage,  and  be  strong.  And  when 
he  spoke  to  me,  I  grew  strong,  and  I  said :  Speak,  0 
my  lord,  for  thou  hast  strengthened  me. 

*20  And  he  said:  Dost  thou  know  wherefore  l  am 
come  to  thee?  And  now  I  will  return,  to  fight  against 
the  prince  of  the  Persians.  When  I  went  forth,  there 
appeared  the  prince  of  the  Greeks  coming. 

21  But  I  will  tell  thee  what  is  set  down  in  the  scrip- 
ture 'of  truth :  and  none  is  my  helper  in  all  these 
things,  but a Michael,  your  prince. 

CHAP.  XL 

The  angel  declares  to  Daniel  many  thing*  to  come,  with  regard  to  the  Persian 
and  Grecian  kings;  more  especially  with  regard  to  Antioehus,  as  a  fgare  of 
antichrist. 

\  ND  from  the  first  year  of  Darius,  the  Mede,  I  stood 
_  up,  that  he  might  be  strengthened,  and  confirmed. 

2  And  now  I  will  show  the& the  truth.  Behold,  there 
shall  stand  yet  three  kings  in  Persia,  and  the  fourth 
shall  be  enriched  exceedingly  above  them  all:  and 
when  he  shall  be  grown  mighty  by  his  riches,  he  shall 
stir  up  all  against  the  kingdom  of  Greece. 

3  But  there  shall  rise  up  a  strong  king,  and  shall  rule 
with  great  power :  and  he  shall  do  what  he  pleaseth. 

4  And  when  he  shall  come  to  his  height,  his  kingdom 
shall  be  broken,  and  it  shall  be  divided  towards  the  four 
winds  of  the  heaven  :  but  not  to  his  posterity,  nor  accord- 
ing to  his  power  with  which  he  ruled.  For  his  kingdom 
shall  be  rent  in  pieces,  even  for  strangers,  besides  these. 

5  And  the  king  of  the  south  shall  be  strengthened,  and 
one  of  his  princes  shall  prevail  over  him,  and  he  shall  rule 
with  great  power :  for  his  dominions  shall  be  great. 

»  Apoc.  lit  7. 


A' 


Van.  20.  To  thee?  lie  awakens  his  attentiou  (ver.  14.  C.)  and  gratitude. 
H.—Princi,  ancel  guardian ;  or  Alexander,  who  would  one  day  rout  the  Persians. 

Chap.  zL  3.  C.  _, 
Ver.  21.    Of  truth,  in  the  former  sealed  visions.  C. — Your  prtnee.  The 

guardian  general  of  the  Church  of  God,  (Ch.)  as  he  was  of  the  synagogue.  C. 
CHAP.  XI.  Vrr.  1.    Confirmed.    Gabriel  assisted  Michael  10  comply  with 

God's  orders.  Chap.  x.  21.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Three,  ice.  Camhyses.  Smerdis  Magus,  and  Darius,  the  son  of  Hys- 
taspes.  Ch.  W.— Cyrus  hod  been  mentioned  before.  Chap.  x.  13,  20.  Smerdis,  or 
Artaxerxes,  ( 1  Esd.  iv.  7, )  was  the  chief  of  the  seven  magi,  and  usurped  the  throne 
for  six  months  after  the  death  of  Cambvses.  C— He  had  been  declared  king  be- 
fore (H.)  by  Patizites.  his  own  brother.  Herod,  iii.  21.    See  Ezec  xxxviii.  21.  EL 

— Fourth  :  Xerxes.  Ch. 

Ver.  3.  A  strong  king  :  Alexander.  Ch.— The  sequel  clearly  points  him  out. 
Before  fifteen  years  had  elapsed,  his  mother,  brother,  and  children  were  slain. 
Arideus,  his  brother,  was  declared  regent  till  it  should  he  seen  what  Roxana  should 
bring  forth.  After  the  death  of  those  who  might  be  heirs  of  Alexander,  four 
generals  look  the  title  of  kings.  Others  governed  in  different  places,  but  were 
destroyed  bv  degrees. 

Ver.  4.  These  four;  Ptolemy,  Selcucus,  Antigonus,  and  Antipatcr,  kings  of 
Egypt,  Svria,  Asia,  and  Greece.  Chap.  vii.  G,  and  viii.  22. 

Ver.  &  South :  Ptolemeus,  the  son  of  Lagus,  king  of  Egypt,  which  lies  south 
>f  Jerusalem.  Ch. — His  princes  (that  is,  one  of  Alexander's  princes)  *  hall  prevail 
■w  Aim ;  that  is,  shall  be  stronger  than  the  king  of  Egypt  He  speaks  of  Soleu- 
ius  Nicator,  king  of  Asia  and  Syria,  whose  successors  are  here  called  the  kings  of 
fte  north,  because  their  dominions  lay  to  the  north  in  respect  to  Jerusalem.  Ch. 

Ver.  0.  South.  Bernice,  daughter  nf  Ptolemeus  Philadelphia,  given  in  mar- 
riage to  AmiocUus  Theos,  grandson  of  Selcucus,  (Ch.)  and  king  of  Syria.  She 
brought  a  great  "dowry,"  and  was  therefore  styled  Phernophoros.  Antioehus 
MOWd  to  repudiate  Laodicca ;  but  he  soon  took  her  back.  Fearing  his  incon- 
stancy, she  poisoned  him,  and  slew  bis  son  by  Berniee.  This  lady  in  a  rage 
•Boantod  her  chariot  and  having  knocked  down  the  cruel  minister  of  such  bar- 
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6  And  after  the  ehd  of  years  they  shall  be  *n  league 
together :  and  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  the  south  shall 
come  to  the  king  of  the  north  to  make  friendship,  but  she 
shall  not  obtain  the  strength  of  the  arm,  neither  shall  her 
seed  stand :  and  she  shall  be  given  up,  and  her  young 
men  that  brought  her,  and  they  that  strengthened  her  in 
these  times. 

7  And  a  plant  of  the  bud  of  her  roots  shall  stand  up  : 
and  he  shall  come  with  an  army,  and  shall  enter  into  the 
province  of  the  king  of  the  north :  and  he  shall  abuse 
them,  and  shall  prevail. 

8  And  he  shall  also  carry  away  captive  into  Egypt 
their  gods,  and  their  graven  things,  and  their  precious 
vessels  of  gold  and  silver:  he  shall  prevail  against  the 
king  of  the  north. 

9  And  the  king  of  the  south  shall  enter  into  the  king- 
dom, and  shall  return  to  his  own  land. 

10  And  his  sons  shall  be  provoked,  and  they  shall  as- 
semble a  multitude  of  great  forces:  and  he  shall  come 
with  haste  like  a  flood  :  and  he  shall  return,  and  be  stirred 
up,  and  he  shall  join  battle  with  his  forces. 

11  And  the  king  of  the  south  being  provoked,  shall  go 
forth,  and  shall  fight  against  the  king  of  the  north,  and 
shall  prepare  an  exceeding  great  multitude,  and  a  multi- 
tude shall  be  given  into  his  hands. 

12  And  he  shall  take  a  multitude,  and  his  heart  shall 
be  lifted  up,  and  he  shall  cast  down  many  thousands :  but 
he  shall  not  prevail. 

13  For  the  king  of  the  north  shall  return,  and  shall 
prepare  a  multitude  much  greater  than  before  ;  and  in 
the  end  of  times,  and  years,  he  shall  come  in  haste  with  a 
great  army,  and  much  riches. 

14  bAnd  in  those  times  many  shall  rise  up  against  the 
king  of  the  south,  and  the  children  of  prevaricators  of  thy 
people  shall  lift  up  themselves  to  fulfil  the  vision,  and  they 
shall  fall. 

15  And  the  king  of  the  north  shall  come,  and  shall  cast 


barity,  trampled  upon  his  body.  The  rest  pretended  that  the  infant  was  still 
living,  and  delivered  up  a  part  of  the  palace  to  Bernice,  yet  slew  her  as  soon  as 
thev  had  an  opportunity.  S.Jer.  Usher.  A.  3756.  V.  Max.  ix.  10,  Ice.  C—  Young. 
Hcb.  *' W  conductors,  her  child,  and  he  that,"  ic.  H.— Her  physician,  Aris- 
tarchus,  re.-Jraaded  her  to  enter  tho  palace.  Her  women  and  Egyptian  guards  de- 
fended her  for  somo  time.  Polygsen.  Strat.  8.  C 

Ver.  7.    A  plant.  Sec.    Piolcmcus  Evergetes,  the  son  of  Philadelphia  Ch 
Three  of  Bernice's  maids  of  honour  (H.)  covered  her  body,  and  pretended  thai 
she  was  onlv  woundod.  till  her  brother  Evcnretos  came  and  seized  almost  all  Asia, 
Callinicus  not  daring  to  give  him  battle.  S.  Jer.,  kc.  Vaillant.  A.  79.  Lagld.  C— 

He  laid  waste  Svria,  W. 

Ver.  8.  God*.  Ho  took  back  what  Cambvses  had  conveyed  out  of  Egypt, 
and  it  was  on  this  account  that  the  people  styled  him  "benefactor."  S.  Jer.  C— 
North.    Scleucus  Callinicus.  Ch. 

Ver.  10.  His  sons.  Scleucus  Ceraunius  and  Antioehus  the  Great,  the  sons  ai 
Callinicus.  Ch.— He  shall,  &e.    Antioehus  the  Great.  Ch. 

Ver.  11.  South.  Ptolemeus  Philopator,  son  of  Evergetes.  Ch.— He  was  au 
Indolent  prince  ;  but  his  generals  gained  the  victory.  C. 

Ver.  1*2-  Prevail.  Many  fell  on  both  sides.  H. — But  Antioehus  did  not  pre- 
vail ( W.) ;  or  rather  Philopator  neglected  the  opportunity  of  dethroning  his  rival 
(C.)  as  ho  might  have  seized  all  his  dominions,  if  he  bad  not  been  too  fond  of  ease 
Just.  30.— He  followed  the  suggestions  of  his  proud  heart,  when  he  attempted  to 
enter  the  most  holy  place  of  the  temple  j  and  though  he  was  visibly  chastised  bv 
God,  he  would  have  vented  his  resentment  on  the  Jews,  if  Providence  had  not 
mh-aculouslv  protected  them.  3  Mac.  C.   See  Eccli.  1.  II- 

Ver.  13."  Times,  seventeen  years  after  the  battle  of  Raphia.  When  PhUopatn 
was  dead,  and  his  son  Epiphane*  not  above  five  years  old.  Antioehus  and  Philip  e* 
Macednn  basely  attempted  to  divide  his  dominions.  Scopaa  engaged  Antiochos, 
but  lost  the  battle,  and  all  that  Philopator  had  recovered.  C. 

Ver.  H.  Visum.  Many  Jews,  deceived  by  Onias,  erected  a  temple  in  Egypt, 
falsclv  asserting  that  they  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Isaias,  xix.  19.  W.— This  Omism 
was  the  son  of  Onias  III.,  who  was  slain  at  Antioch.  Chap.  ix.  25.  II . 
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up  a  n;ount.  and  shall  take  the  best  fenced  cities ;  and  the 
arms  of  the  -outh  shall  not  withstand,  and  his  chosen  ones 
shall  rise  up  to  resist,  and  they  shall  not  have  strength. 

16  And  he  shall  come  upon  him,  and  do  according  to 
his  pleasure,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  stand  against  his 
face :  and  he  shall  stand  in  the  glorious  land,  and  it  shall 
be  consumed  by  his  hand. 

17  And  he  shall  set  his  face  to  come  to  possess  all  his 
kingdom,  and  he  shall  make  upright  conditions  with  him  : 
and  he  shall  give  him  a  daughter  of  women,  to  overthrow 
it :  and  she  shall  not  stand,  neither  shall  she  be  for  him. 

18  And  he  shall  turn  his  face  to  the  islands,  and  shall 
take  many  :  and  he  shall  cause  the  prince  of  his  reproach 
to  cease,  and  his  reproach  shall  be  turned  upon  him. 

19  And  lie  shall  turn  his  face  to  the  empire  of  his  own 
land,  and  he  shall  stumble,  and  fall,  and  shall  not  be 
found. 

20  And  there  shall  stand  up  in  his  place  one  most  vile, 
and  unworthy  of  kingly  honour :  and  in  a  few  days  he  shall 
be  destroyed,  not  in  rage  nor  in  battle. 

21  And  there  shall  stand  up  in  his  place  one  despised, 
and  the  kingly  honour  shall  not  be  given  him:  and  he 
shall  come  privately,  and  shall  obtain  the  kingdom  by 
fraud. 

22  And  the  arms  of  the  fighter  shall  be  overcome 
before  his  face,  and  shall  be  broken :  yea,  also  the  prince 
of  the  covenant. 

23'  And  after  friendships,  he  will  deal  deceitfully  with 
him  :  and  he  shall  go  up,  and  shall  overcome  with  a  small 
people.        :  -  ;,     ;  . 

24  And  he  shall  enter  into  rich  and  plentiful  cities: 
and  he  shall  do  that  which  his  fathers  never  did,  nor  his 
fathers'  fathers :  he  shall  scatter  their  spoils,  and  their 
prey,  and  their  riches,  and  shall  forecast  devices  against 
the  best  fenced  places :  and  this  until  a  time. 

25  And  his  strength,  and  his  heart,  shall  be  stirred  up 
against  the  king  of  the  south,  with  a  great  army  :  and  the 


Vbr.  15.    Cities  ;  Sidon,  Gaza,  imd  the  citadel  of  Jerusalem,  &c.  C. 

Vbr.  16.  Upon  him.  Antiochus  shall  come  upon  the  king  of  the  south. — 
Land:  Judea.  Ch. — Consumed,  or  " perfected."  Antiochus  was  very  favourable 
to  the  Jews  (C.) ;  invited  all  to  return  to  Jerusalem,  and  furnished  what  was 
requisite  for  the  sacrifices.  Jos.  Ant.  xii.  3. 

Ver.  17.  Kingdom,  viz.  all  the  kingdom  of  Ptolemeus  Epiphanes,  son  of 
Philopator.  Ch. — Of  women.  Thai  is,  a  most  beautiful  woman,  viz.  his  daughter 
Cloojiatra.—  It,  viz.  the  kingdom  of  Epiphanes  j  but  his  policy  shall  not  succeed; 
br  Cleopatra  shall  take  more  to  heart  the  interest  of  her  husband  than  that  of  her 
Aitlier.  Ch. — He  came  with  her  to  Raphia,  and  gave  her  Judea,  tfce.  for  her  dowry, 
reserving  hall*  of  the  revenues. 

Ver.  18.  Island*,  near  Asia,  lie  also  went  into  Greece,  and  was  master  of 
that  country  when  the  Romans  declared  war  against  him.  C. — Of  his  reproach. 
Scipio,  the  Roman  general,  called  the  prince  of  his  reproach,  because  he  overthrew 
Antiochus,  and  obliged  him  to  submit  to  very  dishonourable  terms,  before  he  would 
cease  from  the  war.  CU. — Prot.  "  for  a  prince  for  his  own  behalf  shall  cause  the 
reproach  offered  by  him  to  cease,  without  his  own  reproach  he  shall  cause  it  to 
turn  upon  him."  U. 

Vbr.  19.  Found.  Antiochus  plundered  the  temple  of  the  Elymaites  to  pro- 
cure money;  but  they,  (tf.  Jer.,)  or  the  neighbouring  barbarous  nations,  rose  up 
and  slew  him.  Just.  32. 

Vbr.  20.  One  most  vile.  Seleueus  Philopator,  who  sent  Ileliodorus  to  plun- 
der the  temple ;  and  was  shortly  after  slain  by  the  same  Ileliodorus.  Ch. 

Ver.  91.  One  despised;  viz.  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  who  nt  first  was  despised 
and  not  received  for  king.  What  is  here  said  of  This  prince,  is  accommodated  by 
S.  Jeroin  and  others  to  antichrist,  of  whom  this  Antiochus  was  a  figure.  Ch. — 
AU  that  follows,  to  the  end  of  cliap.  xii.,  regards  Kpiphanes.  lie  had  no  title  to 
the  crown,  which  he  procured  by  cunning,  and  held  in  the  most  shameful  manner. 

Ver.  22.  Fighter,  that  is,  of  them  that  shall  oppose  him,  and  shall  fight 
against  him.  Ch. — Heliodoras,  who  had  murdered  his  brother  and  usurped  the 
throne,  and  Ptolemy  Epiphanes.  WOO  discomfited.  The  latter  was  making  pre- 
parations against  Seleueus,  and  said  that  his  rfehea  were  in  the  purses  of  his 
Wends  upon  which  thev  poisoned  him.  S.  Jer.  C. — Covenant,  or  of  the  league. 
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king  of  the  south  shall  be  stirred  up  to  battle  with  manj 
and  very  strong  succours:  and  they  shall  not  stand,  foi 
they  shall  form  designs  against  him. 

26  And  they  that  eat  bread  with  him,  shall  destroy  him, 
and  his  army  shall  be  overthrown  :  and  many  shall  fall 
down  slain. 

27  And  the  heart  of  the  two  kings  shall  be  to  do  evil, 
and  they  shall  speak  lies  at  one  table,  and  they  shall  not 
prosper  :  because  as  yet  the  end  is  unto  another  time. 

28  And  he  shall  return  into  his  land  with  much  riches  : 
and  his  heart  shall  be  against  the  holy  covenant,  and  he 
shall  succeed,  and  shall  return  into  his  own  land. 

29  At  the  time  appointed  he  shall  return,  and  he  shall 
come  to  the  south,  but  the  latter  time  shall  not  be  like 
the  former. 

30  And  the  galleys  and  the  Romans  shall  come  upon 
him,  and  he  shall  be  struck,  and  shall  return,  and  shall 
have  indignation  against  the  covenant  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  he  shall  succeed  :  and  he  shall  return,  and  shall 
devise  against  them  that  have  forsaken  the  covenant  of  the 
sanctuary.  v<  .viaB6i&.'  '.  ,* 

31  And  arms  shall  stand  on  his  part,  and  they  shall  de- 
file the  sanctuary  of  strength,  and  shall  take  away  the 
continual  sacrifice  :  and  they  shall  place  there  the  abo- 
mination unto  desolation. 

32  And  such  as  deal  wickedly  against  the  covenant 
shall  deceitfully  dissemble:  but  the  people  that  know 
their  God  shall  prevail  and  succeed. 

33  And  they  that  are  learned  among  the  people  shall 
teach  many :  and  they  shall  fall  by  the  sword,  and  by 
fire,  and  by  captivity,  and  by  spoil  for  many  days. 

34  And  when  they  shall  have  fallen,  they  shall  be  re- 
lieved with  a  small  help:  and  many  shall  be  joined 
them  deceitfully. 

35  And  some  of  the  learned  shall  fall,  that  they  may  bt 
tried,  and  may  be  chosen,  and  made  white,  even  to  the 
appointed  time :  because  yet  there  shall  be  another  time 


The  chief  of  them  that  conspired  against  him ;  or  the  king  of  Egypt,  his  mo» 
powerful  adversary.  Ch. 

Ver,  23.    People.    Epiphanes  pretended  to  be  tutor  of  Philometor.    But  tr 
nobles  of  Egypt  distrusted  him ;  whereupon  he  came  to  a  battle,  near  Pclusium 
and  the  young  king  surrendered  himself.    His  uncle  thus  took  possession  of  Egypi 
with  surprising  facility.    Yet  the  people  of  Alexandria  crowned  Evergetes,  which 
occasioned  a  civil  war.  C. 

Ver.  '26.  The  king.  Ptolemeus  Philometor.  Ch. — Epiphanes  came  under  the 
pretext  of  restoring  Philometor,  and  gained  a  victory  over  Evergetes ;  but  returned 
into  Syria,  that  the  two  brothers  might  weaken  each  other,  (C.)  while  the  Syrians 
formed  designs  against  both.  H. 

Vbk.  26.  Slain.  This  was  the  perfidious  policy  of  Epiphanes,  who  expected 
that  the  two  brothers  would  destroy  each  other,  so  that  he  might  easily  seize 
Egypt,  of  which  he  kept  the  key,  retaining  the  city  of  Pdnsltun.  They  were  how- 
ever reconciled,  and  reigned  together.  The  Scripture  often  represent*  that  aa  done 
which  is  only  intended. 

Ver.  27.  Tico  king/i ;  Epiphanes  and  Philometor. — Time.  Epiphanes,  vexed 
that  lie  should  thus  be  duped,  returned  into  Egypt.  Ver.  29- 

Ver.  28.    Riches,  taken  in  Egypt  (C.)  and  "in  Jerusalem.  H. 

Ver.  30.  Galleys.  Heb.  "  ships  of  Chittim."  11.— The  ambassadors  probablv 
came  in  vessels  belonging  to  Macedonia,  (C.)  which  they  found  at  Delos.  J.ivy, 
44 — Romans.  Popflfus  and  the  other  RomRn  ambassadors,  who  came  in  galleys, 
and  obliged  him  to  depart  from  Egypt.  Ch. — Succeed.  Apollonius  massacred 
many  Jews  on  the  sabbath.  1  Mac.  i.  30. 

Ver.  31.    Arms,  (brachia,)  or  strong  men,  Apollonius,  Philip,  icc.t  (2  Mat 
vi.,)  and  likewise  the  senator  from  Airiioch,  who  executed  Ids  decrees.  C. — 
Abomination.    The  idol  of  Jupiter  Orympius,  which  Antiochus  ordered  to  be  sei 
up  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  temple,  which  is  here  called  the  sanctuary  of  strength. 
from  the  Almighty  that  was  worshipped  there.  Ch. 

Ver.  32.    Dissemble.    Thus  acted  the  officers  and  apostate  Jews. 

Ver.  30.    Learned;  the  priests,  Matthathias,  &c  Mai.  ii.  7. 

Vbr.  34.  Help.  The  victories  of  the  Machabees  were  miraculous.—  Decnt 
fully,  like  these  who  took  the  spoils  of  idols,  and  were  slain.  C. 


Chap.  XL 


DANIEL. 


Chap.  XII. 


36  And  tLfe  king  shall  do  according  to  his  will,  and  lie 
shall  be  lifted  up,  and  shall  magnify  himself  against  every 
£od  :  and  he  shall  speak  great  things  against  the  God  of 
gods,  and  shall  prosper,  till  the  wrath  be  accomplished. 
For  the  determination  is  made. 

37  And  he  shall  make  no  account  of  the  God  of  his 
fathers:  and  he  shall  follow  the  lust  of  women,  and  he 
shall  not  regard  any  gods :  for  he  shall  rise  up  against  all 
things. 

38  But  he  shall  worship  the  god  Maozim.  in  his  place : 
and  a  god  whom  his  fatheis  knew  not,  he  shall  worship 
with  gold,  and  silver,  and  precious  stones,  and  things  of 
great  price. 

39  And  he  shall  do  this  to  fortify  Maozim  with  a 

w 

strange  god,  whom  he  hath  acknowledged,  and  he  shall 
increase  glory,  and  shall  give  them  power  over  many,  and 
shall  divide  the  land  gratis. 

40  And  at  the  time  prefixed  the  king  of  the  south  shall 
fight  against  him,  and  the  king  of  the  north  shall  come 
against  him  like  a  tempest,  with  chariots,  and  with  horse- 
men, and  with  a  great  navy,  and  he  shall  enter  into  the 
countries,  and  shall  destroy,  and  pass  through. 

41  And  he  shall  enter  into  the  glorious  land,  and  manv 
shall  fall:  and  these  only  shall  be  saved  out  of  his  hand, 
Edom,  and  Moab,  and  the  principality  of  the  children  of 
Ammon. 

42  And  he  shall  lay  his  hand  upon  the  lands  :  and  the 
iand  of  Egypt  shall  not  escape. 

43  And  he  shall  have  power  over  the  treasures  of  gold, 
and  of  silver,  and  all  the  precious  things  of  Egypt :  and 
he  shall  pass  through  Libya,  and  Ethiopia. 

44  And  tidings  out  of  the  east,  and  out  of  the  north, 
shall  trouble  him  :  and  he  shall  come  with  a  great  multi- 
tude to  destroy  and  slay  many. 

45  And  he  shall  fix  his  tabernacle,  Apadno,  between 


»  Apoc.  jclt. 


Matt  xxv.  46;  John  T.  29. 


Ver.  55.  Fall,  or  become  martyrs.  H. — Such  were  Eleazar,  &c  C. — Another 
time,  after  death  (H.) ;  or  the  perfect  deliverance  shall  take  place  later.  Ver.  27. 

Ver.  36.  Every  god.  "Ho  plundered  many  (C.  or  most;  TrKnora.  H.) 
temples."  Polyb.  Allien,  t.  6. — Accomplished  against  the  Jews,  when  Epiphanes 
shall  he  punished. 

Vkk.  37.  God.  He  laughed  at  religion,  yet  sometimes  offered  splendid  pre- 
vents and  victims,  which  showed  his  inconstancy.  C. 

Ver.  38.  Hie  god  Zfaozim.  That  is,  the  god  of  forces  or  strong  holds.  Ch. 
—Mazim  denotes  "  strong  ones,'*  (li.)  guardians,  &c. — Others  suppose  that  Mars, 
Hercules,  Azizus,  or  Jupiter,  may  be  designated.  Heb.  "  He  will  rise  up  against 
all.  (38)  and  Bgafirf  the  strong  God  {of  Israel.  Ver.  31 ;  chap.  viii.  10.  C.)  He 
will,  in  his  place,  worship  a  strange  god,"  &c.  Jim. — None  of  the  ancestors  of 
Epiphanes  had  ever  adored  Jupiter  on  the  altar  of  holocausts.  C. — He  and  anti- 
christ adore  either  the  great  Jupiter  or  their  own  strength.  W. 

Ver.  30.  To.  Heb.  "in  the  most  6trong  hold*,  with,"  &c.  H. — He  built  a 
fortress  near  the  temple,  styled  Mnoz,  (Ezec  xxiv.  2.5,)  on  account  of  its  strength. 
C. — Glory.  He  shall  bestow  honouis,  riches,  and  lands,  upon  them  that  shall 
worship  his  god.  Ch. 

Ver.  40.  Fight.  Epiphanes  made  war  on  Eeypt,  till  the  Romans  forced  him 
to  desist. 

Ver.  41.  Land;  Egypt,  or  rather  Judea.  C. — Ammon.  He  will  not  divide 
his  forces.  S.  Jar. 

Vkk.  43.  Ethiopia.  Heb.  "the  Lubim  and  Ch  use  him  shall  be  at  his  steps." 
Theodot.  reads,  "in  their  fortresses." 

Ver.  44.  North.  Judas  continued  victorious.  Armenia  (C.)  and  Parthia 
rebelled.  Taett.  v.  8.— Many.  Epiphanes  left  three  generals  and  half  his  army  to 
destroy  the  Jews.  C. 

Ver.  45.  Apadno.  Some  take  it  for  the  proper  name  of  a  place ;  others,  from 
the  Heb.  translate  it,  his  palace.  Ch. — Ho  fixed  his  royal  tent  between  tlie  Medi- 
terranean and  the  Bead  Sea.  W. — Porphyrius  explains  this  of  the  march  beyond 
the  Euphrates,  which  S.  Jerom  does  not  disapprove.  Apadno  may  denote  Meso- 
potamia, which  is  styled  Parian  Aram. — Glorious.  Heb.  Zobi,  (C.)  or  Tsobi,  (H.) 
may  allude  to  Mount  Taba,  where  the  king  perished,  without  help.  1  Mac.  vi.  11. 
and  2  Mm.  is.  9.  S.  Jermn  and  many  others  explain  all  tbis  of  antichrist,  and  no 
dpuht  he  was  prefigured.  C. 


the  seas,  upon  a  glorious  and  holy  mountain  :  and  he  shaL 
come  even  to  the  lop  thereof,  and  nons  shall  help  him. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Michael  shall  stand  up  for  the  people  of  God :  icith  other  things  relating  k- 

antichrist,  and  (he  end  of  the  world. 

UT  "at  that  time  shall  Michael  rise  up,  the  great 
prince,  who  standeth  for  the  children  of  thy  people: 
and  a  time  shall  come,  sucli  as  never  was  from  the  time 
that  nations  began,  even  until  that  time.  And  at  that 
time  shall  thy  people  he  saved,  every  one  that  shall  be 
found  written  in  the  book. 

2  And  many  of  those  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth, 
shall  awake:  "some  unto  life  everlasting,  and  others  unto 
reproach,  to  see  it  always. 

3  But  they  that  are  learned,  c shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament :  and  they  that  instruct  many  to 
justice,  as  stars  for  all  eternity. 

4  But  thou,  0  Daniel,  shut  up  the  words,  and  seal  the 
book,  even  to  the  time  appointed  :  many  shall  pass  over, 
and  knowledge  shall  be  manifold. 

'5  And  I,  Daniel,  looked,  and  behold  as  it  were  two 
others  stood  :  one  on  this  side  upon  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  another  on  that  side,  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river. 

6  And  I  said  to  the  man  that  was  clothed  in  linen,  that 
stood  upon  the  waters  of  the  river:  How  long  shall  it  be 
to  the  end  of  these  wonders? 

7  And  I  heard  the  man  that  was  clothed  in  linen,  that 
stood  upon  the  waters  of  the  riv«r.  dwhen  he  had  lifted  up 
his  right  hand,  and  his  left  hand  to  heaven,  and  had  sworn 
by  him  that  liveth  for  ever,  that  it  .should  he  unto  a  time, 
and  times,  and  half  a  time.  And  when  the  scattering  of 
the  band  of  the  holy  people  shall  be  accomplished,  all 
these  things  shall  be  finished. 

8  And  I  heard,  and  understood  not.  And  1  said :  O 
my  lord,  what  shall  be  after  the*e  things  ? 


•  Wud.  iii.  7.- 


Afoc.  x.  I. 


CHAP.  XIT.  Vkr.  1.  Michael,  "who  is  Jike  God,"  alludes  to  the  name  ol 
the  Machabees ;  Who  is  like  unto  thee  among  the  gods  1  The  archangel  protected 
the  Jews,  while  Epiphanes  was  engaged  beyond  the  Euphrates. — Time.  The  na- 
tion was  in  the  utmost  distress.  Only  about  sevcu  thousand  ill-armed  men  adhered 
to  Judas  :  yet  these  delivered  the  country  by  God's  decree. 

Ver.  2.  Many.  This  shows  the  great  number.  All  shall  rise  again.  In  a 
figurative  6ense,  the  Jews  who  seemed  buried  shall  appear  and  right. — To  see.  Heb. 
"  everlasting."  C. — This  text  is  express  for  eternal  happiness  or  misery.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Learned  in  the  law  of  God  and  tma  wisdom,  which  consists  in  know- 
ing and  loving  God.  Ch.-— Heb.  "  instructors." — Instruct,  llcb.  "justify,"  to 
the  same  sense.  The  Machabees,  and  other  priests,  fee.  who  instructed  peotle  in 
the  law,  and  stood  up  for  its  defence,  may  l>e  meant.  C. — Many.  Th.  ind  the 
Vulg.  read,  "  and  of  the  just  many  shall  br.  like  for  an  age  and  after."  ?.  Jer. 

Ver.  4.  Shut.  The  vision  will  not  he  understood  till  the  event  C. — It  is  not 
to  be  interpreted  by  human  wit,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  wherewit*  the  Church 
is  enlightened  and  governed.  S.  Jer.  in  Gal.  W. 

Ver.  5.    Two  angels  of  Persia  and  Greece,  near  the  Tigris.  Moldon. 

Ver.  6.  J.  Heb.  "  He."  Theod.,  Syr.,  and  Arab.,  "they  said"  to  Gob-iel. 
Chap.  x.  5.  Angels  ask  questions  of  each  other.  Chap,  viii  13. —  Wonders.  How 
long  shall  this  be  in  the  dark,  and  the  misery  continue  ? 

VER.  7.  Heaven.  He  thus  shows  that  he  is  not  God.  C—  Time  often  irapliei 
a  year.  Chap.  iv.  13.  Hence  he  means  three  years  and  a  half.  Christ  assures  ui 
that  those  days  shall  lie  shortened,  (Matt.  xxiv.  22,)  and  the  persecutor  shall  tarry 
a  short  time!  Apoc.  xvil.  10,  and  xii.  14.  The  same  period  is  insinuated  by  1590 
days,  (ver.  11,)  and  1330,  ver.  12.  The  two  witnesses  prophesy  i860  day?,  during 
which  the  Church  shall  be  fed  in  the  wilderness.  Apoc.  xii  Ci.  But  the  term  k 
most  exactly  &i>ocifled  by  forty-two  months.  Aj-oe.  xi.  2,  and  xiii.  5.  Hence  all  the 
Fathers  agree  that  the  last  persecution  shall  continue  no  longer.  W. — Half  a  turn. 
The  idol  of  Jupiter  remained  just  three  years.  Vet  the  temple  was  not  ready  for 
sacrifices  till  other  ten  days  had  elapsed.  They  had  been  interrupted  «x  months 
before  that  idol  was  set  up.  C. — We  must  date  from  the  profanation  and  distress 
caused  by  Apollonius.  1  Mac.  iv.  62.  Jos.  S.  llypol.  Usher,  A.  3836.  C.—Band. 
Lit.  "hand."  H.— When  the  people  shall  be  destitute  of  strength.  God  wiTJ 
miraculously  deliver  them. 

Ver-         Tfndtrstooit  tiot.    The  prophets  were  obliged  to  pray  and  sometim-e 
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9  And  he  said  :  Go,  Daniel,  because  the  words  are 
ihut  up,  and  sealed  until  the  appointed  time. 

10  Many  shall  be  chosen,  and  made  white,  and  shall 
be  tried  as  fire :  and  the  wicked  shall  deal  wickedly,  and 
none  of  the  wicked  shall  understand,  but  the  learned  shall 
understand.  , 

11  And  from  the  time  when  the  continual  sacrifice 
shall  be  taken  away,  and  the  abomination  unto  desolation 
shall  be  set  up,  there  shall  be  a  thousand  two  hundred 
ninety  days. 

12  Blessed  is  he  that  waiteth,  and  cometh  unto  a  thou- 
sand three  hundred  thirty-five  days. 

13  But  go  thou  thy  way  &  until  the  time  appointed: 
and  thou  shalt  rest,  and  stand  in  thy  lot  unto  the  end  of 
the  days.    ,v„ ,  ■ 

CHAP.  XIII. 

The  histomj  of  Susanna,  and  the  two  elders. 

NOW  "there  was  a  man  that  dwelt  in  Babylon,  and 
his  name  was  Joakim  : 

2  And  he  took  a  wife,  whose  name  was  Susanna,  the 
daughter  of  Helcias,  a  very  beautiful  woman,  and  one  that 
feared  God. 

3  For  her  parents  being  just,  had  instructed  their 
daughter  according  to  the  law  of  Moses. 

4  Now  Joakim  was  very  rich,  and  had  an  orchard  near 
his  house :  and  the  Jews  resorted  to  him,  because  he  was 
the  most  honourable  of  them  all. 

5  And  there  were  two  of  the  ancients  of  the  people  ap- 
pointed judges  that  year,  of  whom  the  Lord  said  :  Iniquity 
came  out  from  Babylon,  from  the  ancient  judges,  that 
seemed  to  govern  the  people. 

6  These  men  frequented  the  house  of  Joakim,  and  all 
that  had  any  matters  of  judgment  came  to  them. 

7  And  when  the  people  departed  away  at  noon,  Su- 
sanna went  in,  and  walked  in  her  husband's  orchard. 

8  And  the  old  men  saw  her  going  in  every  day,  and 
walking;  and  they  were  inflamed  with  lust  towards  her: 

9  And  they  perverted  their  own  mind,  and  turned 
awav  their  eves,  that  they  might  not  look  unto  heaven,  nor 
remember  just  judgments. 

10  So  thev  were  both  wounded  with  the  love  of  her, 
yet  they  did  not  make  known  their  grief  one  to  the  other. 

1 1  For  they  were  ashamed  to  declare  to  one  another 
their  lust,  being  desirous  to  have  to  do  with  her ; 

*  A.  M.  S3S8,  A.  C.  €06. 

to  receive  a  fresh  revelation  to  explain  what  they  had  seen.  Chap.  ix.  2;  1  Pet.  i. 
11.  and  1  Cor.  xiv.  26. 

Vkk.  10.     White,  by  persecution  endured  with  patience.  Ch3p.  xj.  35. 

Ver.  11,  Days:  thirteen  nioro  than  three  years  and  a  halt',  us  we  reckon. 
The  odd  numbers  might  be  neglected.  Ver.  7.  The  abomination  continued  three 
years  and  ten  days,  but  the  sacrifices  had  been  discontinued  six  months  and  three 
days  before.  Sec  chap.  viii.  14.  It"  Daniel  speak  of  lunar  years,  as  it  is  probable, 
the  difference  would  only  he  two  days.  C. 

Vkk.  12.  Days,  Alter  the  three  years  and  a  half,  fifty-eight  days  will  occur 
before  the  death  of  Antiochus,  when  Judas  will  disperse  the  troops  of  hU  three 
generals.  C. — Some  respite  will  lie  grunted  for  fnrty-flve  days,  during  which  *>in- 
ners  may  repent.  M. — It  is  difficult  to  say  why  forty-flve  days  are  here  added  to 
the  former  number.  We  are  content  to  depart  with  Daniel,  (ver.  9,)  without 
searching  any  further  into  these  high  mysteries.  W. 

Vkk.  13.  Lot.  Thou  shalt  enjoy  a  glorious  resurrection,  (M.)  and  thy  dig- 
nities till  death,  for  which  thou  must  prepare.  C. — Days.  "  Hitherto,"  says  ti. 
Jerora,  "  we  read  Daniel,  in  the  Heb.  volume ;  what  follows,  to  the  end,  is  trans- 
lated from  Theodotion's  edition."  II. — The  history  of  Susanna  is  there  placed  at 
the  beginning.  C. — According  to  the  order  of  time,  it  should  he  placed  after  the 
Irst  chapter.  M. 

CHAP.  XIII.    This  history  of  Susanna,  in  all  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin 
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12  And  they  watched  carefully  every  day  to  see  he; 
And  one  said  to  the  other ; 

13  Let  us  now  go  home,  for  it  is  dinner  time.  Sc 
going  out,  they  departed  one  from  another. 

14  And  turning  back  again,  they  came  both  to  th* 
same  place:  and  asking  one  another  the  cause,  they  ac- 
knowledged their  lust :  and  then  they  agreed  upon  a  time, 
when  they  might  find  her  alone. 

15  And  it  fell  out,  as  they  watched  a  fit  day,  she  wen4 
in  on  a  time,  as  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  with  two 
maids  only,  and  was  desirous  to  wash  herself  in  the  or- 
chard :  for  it  was  hot  weather. 

16  And  there  was  nobody  there  out  the  two  old  men 
that  had  hid  themselves,  and  were  beholding  her. 

17  So  she  said  to  the  maids :  Bring  me  oil,  and  wash- 
ing balls,  and  shut  the  doors  of  the  orchard,  that  I  maj 
wash  me. .  .    r    ,.       »  / 

18  And  they  did  as  she  bade  them  :  and  they  shut  the 
doors  of  the  orchard,  and  went  out  by  a  back  door  to  fetch 
what  she  had  commanded  them,  and  they  knew  not  that 
the  elders  were  hid  within. 

19  Now  when  the  maids  were  gone  forth,  the  two 
elders  arose,  and  ran  to  her,  and  said : 

20  Behold  the  doors  of  the  orchard  are  shut,  and  no 
body  seeth  us,  and  we  are  in  love  with  thee :  wherefore 
consent  to  us,  and  lie  with  us. 

21  But  if  thou  wilt  not,  we  will  bear  witness  against 
thee,  that  a  young  man  was  with  thee,  and  therefore  thou 
didst  send  away  thy  maids  from  thee. 

22  Susanna  sighed,  and  said  :  I  am  straitened  on  every 
side :  for  if  I  do  this  thing,  it  is  death  to  me  :  and  if  1  do 
it  not,  I  shall  not  escape  your  hands. 

23  But  it  is  better  for  me  to  fall  into  your  hands  with- 
out doing  it,  than  to  sin  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

24  With  that  Susanna  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice : 
and  the  elders  also  cried  out  against  her. 

25  And  one  of  them  ran  to  the  door  of  the  orchard, 
and  opened  it. 

26  So  when  the  servants  of  the  house  heard  the  crv  in 
the  orchard,  they  rushed  in  by  the  back  door,  to  see  what 
was  the  matter. 

27  But  after  the  old  men  had  spoken,  the  servants  w^re 
greatly  ashamed  :  for  never  had  there  been  any  5uch  word 
said  of  Susanna.    And  on  the  next  day, 

28  When  the  people  were  come  to  Joakim,  her  hus- 

Biblos,  was  placed  :n  the  beginning  of  the  Book  of  Daniel,  till  S.  Jerom,  in  his 
translation,  dfitached  it  from  thence,  because  ho  did  uot  find  it  in  the  Hebrew; 
which  is  also  the  case  of  the  hiftury  of  Bel  and  the  dingon.  But  both  the  one  ami 
the  other  are  received  by  the  Catholic  Church,  and  were  from  the  very  beginning 
a  part  of  the  Cliristian  Bible,  Ch.— Daniel  seems  not  to  have  written  the  history 
of  Susanna,  at  least  in  the  volume  which  contains  his  propheciw,  though  it  1»  un- 
questionably canonical.  A.  Lapide.—  Susanna  means  "  a  lily,"  and  ia  proposed  at 
a  pattern  of  conjugal  chastity.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Judges.  The  Jews  say  they  were  Achab  and  Sedecias,  fOrig.,)  u 
this  text  seoms  to  allude  to  Jpr.  xxix.  21,  or  xxxiii.  H.  But  how  were  they  burnt ! 
since  the  Jows  appear  to  have  stoned  them,  unless  they  wert  Jelivcred  up  to  tha 
king's  officers.  Ver.  61.  C. — It  ia  not  said  that  Joakim  was  one  of  the  captive*. 
He  might  have  settled  long  before  at  Babylon,  where  Helcias  probably  brought  np 
his  daughter  in  the  fear  of  God.  Ver.  3.  The  judges  might  also  have  had  authority 
before  over  the  Israelites,  in  Assyria,  who  were  now  all  under  the  same  govern- 
ment. Ver.  57.  Houbigant.  Pref. 

Vek.  18.  Bach  door,  leading  from  the  house.  Strangers  came  by  the  othci 
gates.  C. 

Vrr.  99.    Death  of  the  soul,  (S.  Jer.,)  ana  also  of  the  body,  if  the  adUterj 
were  detected. 

Vkk.  24.    Out.    So  tho  "iaw  ordained,  when  a  woman  was  assaulted.  H 
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hand,  the  two  elders  also  came  full  of  wicked  device 
against  Susanna,  to  put  her  to  death. 

'29  And  they  said  before  the  people :  Send  to  Susanna, 
daughter  of  Helcias,  the  wife  of  Joakim.  And  presently 
they  sent. 

30  And  she  came  with  her  parents,  and  children,  and 
all  her  kindred. 

31  Now  Susanna  was  exceeding  delicate,  and  beautiful 

to  behold. 

32  But  those  wicked  men  commanded  that  her  face 
should  be  uncovered,  (for  she  was  covered,)  that  so  at  least 
they  might  be  satisfied  with  her  beauty. 

33  Therefore  her  friends,  and  all  her  acquaintance 

WL'pt. 

34  But  the  two  elders  rising  up  in  the  midst  of  the 
people,  laid  their  hands  upon  her  head. 

35  And  she  weeping,  looked  up  to  heaven,  for  her 
heart  had  confidence  in  the  Lord. 

36  And  the  elders  said  :  As  we  walked  in  the  orchard 
alone  this  woman  came  in  with  two  maids,  and  shut  the 
doors  <tf  the  orchard,  and  sent  away  the  maids  from  her. 

37  Then  a  young  man  that  was  there  hid  came  to  h**r, 
and  lay  with  her. 

38  But  we  that  were  in  a  corner  of  the  orchtrd,  seeing 
this  wickedness,  ran  up  to  them,  and  we  saw  them  lie 

together. 

39  And  him  indeed  we  could  not  take,  because  he 
was  stronger  than  us,  and  opening  the  doors,  he  leaped 
out ; 

40  But  having  taken  this  woman,  we  asked  who  the 
young  man  was,  but  she  would  not  tell  us :  of  this  thing 
we  are  witnesses. 

4 1  The  multitude  believed  them,  as  being  the  elders, 
and  the  judges  of  the  people,  and  they  condemned  her  to 
death-  " 

42  Then  Susanna  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
said  :  0  eternal  God,  who  knowest  hidden  things,  who 
knowest  all  things  before  they  come  to  pass, 

43  Thou  knowest  that  they  have  borne  false  witness 
against  me  :  and  behold  I  must  die,  whereas  I  have  done 
none  of  these  things,  which  these  men  have  maliciously 
forged  against  me. 

44  And  the  Lord  heard  her  voice. 

45  And  when  she  was  led  to  be  put  to  death,  the  Lord 
raised  up  the  holy  spirit  of  a  young  boy,  whose  name  was 

Danie! : 

46  And  he  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice :  I  am  clear 
from  the  blood  of  this  woman. 

47  Then  all  the  people  turning  themselves  towards  him, 
said  :  What  meaneth  this  word  that  thou  hast  spoken  ? 


■  Exod.  Ttflf,  7. 


VeIw  uO.    People,  lor  greater  show  of  justice.  W. 

Vr.ii.  3'2     Uncovered,  pretending  that  respect  for  tho  company  required  it,  or 
uiHiaps  that  ihey  might  detect  her  guilt  by  her  blushes.  C— But  their  real  motive 
here  disclosed.  H. 

Vsr.  34.  ffeadj  enyiii^,  "Thy  malice  brin^  on  this  chastisement,  and  not 
«e.  Lyran. — They  appear  to  discharge  their  conscience,  (Lev.  i.  4,  and  xxir.  14.) 
dot  as  judges,  but  as  accusers.  The  people  pass  sentence.  Ver.  41.  Adulteresses 
were  stoned.  Lev.  xx.  10.  C. 

Vrr.  41.  Denth.  The  multitude  approved  of  this  sentence,  which  the  judges 
pronounced,  pretending  to  act  a-rrceably  to  the  law.  Oeut.  xjii.  W. 

Vsr.  45.  Boy.  lie  was  about  twelve  years  old.  S.  Ign.  ad  Magn.  Sulpit.  2. 
■Tu?cd. — tind  enabled  him  to  declare  that  Susanna  was  inuocent.  W, 


48  But  he  standing  in  the  midst  of  them,  said:  Areyt 
so  foolish,  ye  children  of  Israel,  that  without  examination 
or  knowledge  of  the  truth,  you  have  condemned  a  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  ? 

49  Return  to  judgment,  for  they  have  borne  false 
witness  against  her. 

50  So  all  the  people  turned  again  in  haste,  and  tho 
old  men  said  to  him :  Come,  and  sit  thou  down  among 
us,  and  show  it  us:  seeing  God  hath  given  thee  the 
honour  of  old  age. 

51  And  Daniel  said  to  the  people  :  Separate  these  tw  • 
far  from  one  another,  and  I  will  examine  them. 

52  So  when  they  were  put  asunder  one  from  the  other, 
he  called  one  of  them,  and  said  to  him  :  0  thou  that  an! 
grown  old  in  evil  days,  now  are  thy  sins  come  out,  wh  eh 
thou  hast  committed  before : 

53  In  judging  unjust  judgments  opprt-ssing  the  inno- 
cent, and  letting  the  guilty  to  go  free,  whereas  the  Lord 
saitli  :a  The  innocent  and  the  just  thou  shalt  not  kill. 

54  Now  then  if  thou  sawest  her,  tell  me  under  what 
tree  thou  sawest  them  conversing  together.    He  said 
Under  a  mastic  tree. 

55  And  Daniel  said :  Well  hast  thou  lied  against  thv 
own  head  :  for  behold  the  angel  of  God  having°  received 
the  sentence  of  him,  shall  cut  thee  in  two. 

56  And  having  put  him  aside,  he  commanded  that  the 
other  should  come,  and  he  said  to  him  :  O  thou  seed  of 
Chanaan,  and  not  of  Juda,  beauty  hath  deceived  thee,  and 
lust  hath  perverted  thy  heart : 

57  Thus  did  you  do  to  the  daughters  of  Israel,  and 
they  for  fear  conversed  with  you  :  but  a  daughter  of  Juda 
would  not  abide  your  wickedness. 

58  Now,  therefore,  tell  me,  under  what  tree  didst  thou 
take  them  conversing  together.  And  he  answered :  Under 
a  holm  tree. 

59  And  Daniel  said  to  him  :  Well  hast  thou  also  lied 
against  thy  own  head  :  for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  waiietli 
with  a  sword  to  cut  thee  in  two,  and  to  destroy  you. 

60  With  that  all  the  assembly  cried  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  they  blessed  God,  who  saveth  them  that  irust 
in  him.  -  'c.  "  "         •  " 

61  And  they  rose  up  against  the  two  elders,  (for  Daniel 
had  convicted  them  of  false  witness  by  their  own  mouth,) 
and  they  did  to  them  as  they  had  maliciously  dealt  against 
their  neighbour, 

62  'To  fulfil  the  law  of  Moses  :  and  they  put  them  to 
death,  and  innocent  blood  was  saved  in  that  day. 

63  But  Helcias,  and  his  wife,  praised  God,  for  then 
daughter.  Susanna,  with  Joakim,  her  husband,  and  all  her 
kindred,  because  there  was  no  dishonesty  found  in  her. 

s  DeuL  xix.  18.  and  19. 


Ver.  46.    Clear.    This  form  is  often  used.  Acts  xviii.  0;  Matt,  xxvii.  24. 

Ver.  48.  Truth.  They  had  taken  no  precaution*  to  ascertain  it ;  which  ta«rv 
ought  to  hare  done  the  more,  as  Susanna  had  always  been  highly  esteemed.  C. 

Ver.  60.  Old  men.  They  speak  sarcastically  •  or  rather  other  senator .  rrho 
had  not  been  in  the  plot,  address  Daniel. 

\  er.  55.    Two.    This  punishment  was  not  mmsual :  yet  it  Is  probablo  thai 

the  two  old  men  were  stoned  to  death  by  the  law  of  retaliation.  Ver.  61 ;  Exod. 

xix.  4.    There  is  an  allusion,  in  Greek,  between  schinon  and  schisei,  anil  al*- 

between  Prinos  and  prisei  (ver.  58,  59);  and  hence  it  is  concluded  that  thu- 

work  was  originally  in  that  language.    But  there  might  be  a  similar  allusion  u 

Heb.  or  Chal.,  or  the  translator  might  think  it  lawful  to  put  one  tree  for  another. 

C — We  find  a  tree  called  shinar,  tn  Persia.  Tavern.  It.  (1. 
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DANIEL. 


Chap.  XIV. 


64  And  Daniel  became  great  in  the  sight  of  the  people 

from  that  day,  and  thence;  forward. 

65  Ano  king  Astyages  was  gathered  to  his  fathers; 

and  Cyrus,  the  Persian,  received  his  kingdom. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

The  history  of  lid;  and  of  the  great  serpent,  worshiped  by  the  Jiahylonian*. 

AND  Daniel  was  the  kings  guest,  and  was  honoured 
above  all  his  friends. 

2  Now  the  Babylonians  had  an  idol  called  Bel :  and 
there  was  spent  upon  him  every  day  twelve  great  mea- 
sures of  fine  flour,  and  forty  sheep,  and  sixty  vessels 

of  wine.  .x.  ,  ...    ••j.U*£fc-  • ,  o  ft;v£. 

3  The  king  also  worshipped  him,  and  went  every  day 
to  adore  him  :  but  Daniel  adored  his  God.  And  the 
king  said  to  him  :  Why  dost  thou  not  adore  Bel  ? 

4  And  he  answered,  and  said  to  him  :  Because  I  do 
not  worship  idols  made  with  hands,  but  the  living  God. 
That  created  heaven  and  earth,  and  hath  power  over  all 

fleah. 

5  And  the  king  said  to  him :  Doth  not  Bel  seem  to 
thee  to  be  a  living  god?*  Seest  thou  not  how  much  he 
eateth  and  drinketh  even'  day? 

6  Then  Daniel  smiled,  and  said  :  0  king,  be  not  de- 
ceived :  for  this  is  but  clay  within,  and  brass  without, 
neither  hath  h:  eaten  at  any  time. 

7  And  the  king  being  angry,  called  for  his  priests,  and 
said  to  them  :  If  you  tell  me  not  who  it  is  that  eatetli  up 

these  expenses,  you  shall  die. 

8  But  if  you  can  show  that  Bel  eatetli  these  things. 
Daniel  shall  die,  because  he  hath  blasphemed  against  Bel. 
And  Daniel  said  to  the  king :  Be  it  done  according  to 

thy  word. 

9  Now  the  priests  of  Bel  were  seventy,  beside  their 
wives,  and  little  ones,  and  children.  And  the  kins:  went 
with  Daniel  into  the  temple  of  Bel. 

10  And  the  priests  of  Bel  said:  Behold,  we  go  out: 
and  do  thou,  0  king,  set  on  the  meats,  and  make  ready 
the  wine,  and  shut  the  door  fast,  and  seal  it  with  thy  own 
ring : 

11  And  when  thou  comest  in  the  morning,  if  thou 
Sndest  not  that  Bel  hath  eaten  up  all,  we  will  suffer  death, 
or  else  Daniel,  that  hath  lied  against  us. 

12  And  they  little  regarded  it,  because  they  had  made 
under  the  table  a  secret  entrance,  and  they  always  came 
in  by  it,  and  consumed  those  things. 

13  So  it  came  to  pass  after  they  were  gone  out,  the 
king  3et  the  meats  before  Bel :  and  Daniel  commanded 
his  servants,  and  they  brought  ashes,  and  he  sifted  them 
all  over  the  temple  before  the  king :  and  going  forth,  they 
shut  the  door,  and  having  sealed  it  with  the  kings  ring, 
they  departed. 

14  But  the  priests  went  ip  by  night,  according  to  their 

Ver.  65.  Atfyigex,  Of  Dariua.  Chap.  t.  81.  This  belongs  to  the  following 
chap-  (C.)  or  to  the  i>th.  M\ 

CHAP.  XIV.  Vek.  1.  Gutft.  Tt  seems  most  probuble  that  the  king  here 
ipokcn  of  was  Evilmerodac,  the  son  and  successor  of  NabuchfHionosor,  and  a  threat 
favourer  of  the  Jews  (Ch.  W.);  or  it  might  be  Darius,  (Houbig-,)  or  Cyrus, 
under  whose  reign  S.  Irenteus  (iv.  11)  and  others  place  this  history.  C. — The 
more  correct  Greek  editions  begin  with  the  preceding  verse.  II. 

Ver.  19.  Angry.  Cappel  thinks  the  priests  would  not  be  so  easily  caught,  or 
that  pitch  an  imposture  wonld  not  be  so  long  concealed.  But  it  was  their  interest 
40  Veep  the  aocret,  particularly  if  the  king  furnished  the  provisions;  and  in  the 
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custom,  with  their  wives,  and  their  children  :  and  they 
eat  and  drank  up  all. 

15  And  the  king  arose  early  in  the  morning,  and 

Daniel  with  him. 

16  And  the  king  said:  Are  the  seals  whole,  Daniel? 
And  lie  answered  :  They  are  whole,  O  king. 

17  And  as  soon  as  he  had  opened  the  door,  the  king 
looked  upon  the  table,  and  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice : 
Great  art  thou,  0  Bel,  and  there  is  not  any  deceit  with 

thee.  I-.-.  ■;•  -J. 

18  And  Daniel  laughed:  and  he  held  the  king,  that 

he  should  not  go  in :  and  he  said  :  Behold  the  pavement, 
mark  whose  footsteps  these  are. 

19  And  the  king  said  :  I  see  the  footsteps  of  men,  and 
women,  and  children.    And  the  king  was  angry. 

20  Then  he  took  the  priests,  and  their  wives,  and  their 
children  :  and  they  showed  him  the  private  doors  by  which 
they  came  in,  and  consumed  the  things  that  were  on  the 

table.      .         iv^;:  „■  ^  |g| 

21  The  king,  therefore,  put  them  to  death,  and  de 

livered  Bel  into  the  power  of  Daniel :  who  destroyed  him 
and  his  temple. 

22  And  there  was  a  great  dragon  in  that  place,  and 

the  Babylonians  worshipped  him. 

23  And  the  king  said  to  Daniel :  Behold  thou  canst 
not  say  now.  that  this  is  not  a  living  god :  adore  him, 

therefore. 

24  And  Daniel  said  :  I  adore  the  Lord,  my  God :  for 
he  is  the  living  God :  but  that  is  no  living  god. 

25  But  give  me  leave,  0  king,  and  I  will  kill  this 
dragon  w  ithout  sword  or  club.    And  the  king  said  :  I 

give  thee  leave. 

26  Then  Daniel  took  pitch,  and  fat,  and  hair,  and 
boiled  them  together  :  and  he  made  lumps,  and  put  them 
into  the  dragon's  mouth,  and  the  dragon  burst  asunder. 
And  he  said  :  Behold  him  whom  you  worshipped. 

27  And  when  the  Babylonians  had  heard  this,  the) 
took  great  indignation :  and  being  gathered  together 
against  the  king,  they  said :  The  king,  is  become  a  Jew. 
He  hath  destroyed  Bel,  he  hath  killed  the  dragon,  and  he 
hath  put  the  priests  to  death. 

28  And  they  came  to  the  king,  and  said  :  Deliver  us 
Daniel,  or  else  we  will  destroy  thee  and  thy  bouse. 

29  And  the  king  saw  that  they  pressed  upon  hin> 
violently  :  and  being  constrained  by  necessity,  he  de- 
livered Daniel  to  them. 

30  And  they  cast  him  into  the  den  of  lions,  and  hr 
was  there  six  days. 

31  And  in  the  den  there  were  seven  lions,  and  they 
had  given  to  them  two  carcasses  every  day,  and  two  sheep  : 
but  then  they  were  not  given  unto  them,  that  they  mighl 
devour  Daniel. 

night  time  they  would  not  perceive  the  small  ashes.  Honbig. — AH  the  objection* 
against  this  history  are  refuted  by  Jcr.  li.  5.  Houbigant. 

Vee.  22-  Dragon.  The  devil  had  seduced  our  first  parents  in  the  form  of  r 
serpent,  and  caused  most  nations  to  adore  it.  C 

Vr.n.  27.    Jew.  or  "a  Jew  is  king;"  Daniel  governs  all.  Grot. 

Ver.  30.  The  den  of  lion*.  Daniel  was  twice  cast  into  the  den  of  Uow  i 
once  under  Darius,  the  Mode,  because  he  had  transgressed  the  king**  edict,  by 
praying  three  times  a  day ;  and  another  time  under  Evilmerodac,  by  a  <edition  oi 
the  people.  This  time  he  remained  rix  daya  in  the  lkma'  ien ;  the  other  rime  oru> 
one  night.  Ch. 


Ohap.  XIV. 

32  Now  there  was  in  Judea  a  prophet  called  Habacuc, 
and  lie  had  boiled  pottage,  and  had  broken  bread  in  a  bowl : 
and  was  going  into  the  field,  to  carry  it  to  the  reapers. 

33  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  to  Habacuc:  Carry 
the  dinner  which  thou  hast  into  Babylon,  to  Daniel,  who 

is  in  the  lions'  den. 

34  And  Habacuc  said ;   Lord,  I  never  saw  Babylon, 

nor  do  I  know  the  den. 

35  aAnd  the  angel  of  the  Lord  took  him  by  the  top  of 
his  head,  and  carried  him  by  the  hair  of  his  head,  and  set 
him  in  Babylon,  over  the  den,  in  the  force  of  his  spirit. 

36  And  Habacuc  cried,  saying:  0  Daniel,  thou  serv- 
ant of  God,  take  the  dinner  that  God  hath  sent  thee. 

37  And  Daniel  said:  Thou  hast  remembered  me  O 
God,  and  thou  hast  not  forsaken  them  that  love  thee. 

»  E26C  Tiii.  3.  

v  eh.  32.  Habacuc.  The  same,  as  some  think,  whose  prophecy  is  found 
atmou"  the  lesser  prophets :  but  others  believe  him  to  be  different.  Co.— About 
twenty  years  before  there  was  no  prophet  in  Judea.  Chap.  Hi.  38.  Habacuc,  the 
eighth  of  the  minor  prophets,  lived  before  the  Babylonian  monarchy  was  formed. 

thai),  i.  0.  W.  ,  .  _ 

Vsr.  39.    Seventh.    He  had  not  come  before,  supposing  he  wat  dead,  till  at 

Uct  a  rumour  got  to  hi*  ears,  notwithstanding  the  precautions  of  the  liabylomnna. 


Chap.  XIV. 

I     38  And  Daniel  arose,  and  eat.    And  the  angei  of  t he- 
Lord  presently  set  Habacuc  again  in  his  own  place. 

39  And  upon  the  seventh  day  the  king  came  to 
bewail  Daniel :  and  he  came  to  the  den,  and  looked 
in,  and  behold  Daniel  was  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the 
lions. 

40  And  the  king  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  saying 
Great  art  thou,  0  Lord,  the  God  of  Daniel.  And  he  drew 
him  out  of  the  lions'  den. 

41  But  those  that  had  been  the  cause  of  his  destruction, 
he  cast  into  the  den,  and  they  were  devoured  in  a  momcnf 
before  him. 

42  Then  the  king  said  :  Let  all  the  inhabitants  ol*  tut 
whole  earth  fear  the  God  of  Daniel :  for  he  is  the  Saviour, 
working  signs,  and  wonders  in  the  earth  :  who  hatli  de- 
livered Daniel  out  of  the  lions'  den. 

who  hoped  that  Daniel  would  be  starved  to  death.  Houbiganr,  Prolug.  p.  2,  p. 
•i-Jo,  which  end  here. 

Ver.  40.    Daniel.    Gr.  adds,  "  and  besides  thee  there  is  no  other."  H. 
Vsr.  41.    Den,  by  the  law  of  retaliation.  Chap.  vi.  24.  M. 
Ver.  42.    Then,  ic.  is  not  in  Greek,  nor  in  the  ancient  MSS.  of  8.  J«vm 
The  vane  may  be  taken  from  chap.  ii.  2(5.  C 


DANIEL. 


THE 


PROPHECY  OF  OSEB. 


\  was  the  first  in  the  order  of  time 


ministry 

may  be  udtled  by  another  hand 
whose  dominions  he  lived,  and 


1  c  —  Th*  stvle  of  Opcp  is  sententious,  and  verv  hard  to  be  understood,  (&  Jer.,)  as  but  little  is  known  of  the  last  kings  of  Israel,  hi 
te  whom      chiefly  refers,  though  he  speak  sometimes  of  Juda,  Arc.  C— We  must  observe  that  tho  prophets  often  style  the  kingdom 
arS*  two  t  be*.  Juda,  Benjamin,  Jerusalem,  or  the  house  of  David ;  and  that  of  the  ten  tribes,  Ephraim,  Joseph,  Samaria,  Jezrahel,  Bethel,  or  Bethaven ;  cm. 
•     Xael   r  Jacob? W  afU  the  captivity  of  these  tribes,  when  the  lite  title,  refer  to  Juda,  who  imitated  the  virtues  of  Jacob  better  lhan  the  other  laugdom.  ^ 


CHAPTER  I. 

By  marrying  a  harlot,  andbyfte  names  of  Ms  ckiMren,  the  prophet  set*  forth 
the  crimes  of  Israel,  and  their  punishment.  He  foretells  their  redemption 
by  Christ. 

THE*  word  of  the  Lord,  that  came  to  Osee,  the  son  of 
Beeri,  in  the  days  of  Ozias,  Joathan,  Achaz,  and 
Ezechias,  kings  of  Juda,  and  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam,  the 

son  of  Joas,  king  of  Israel. 

2  The  beginning;  of  the  Lord's  speaking  by  Osee:  and 
the  Lord  said  to  Osee  Go,  take  thee  a  wife  of  fomica- 
done,  and  have  of  her  children  of  fornications :  for  the 
h&d  by  fornication  shall  depart  from  the  Lord. 

ft  A.  M.  3179,  A.  C.  825. 


CHAP.  I.  Veb.  1.  Israel.  He  reigned  forty-one  years,  till  A.  JLu  3220. 
Usher. — The  prophet*  usually  give  the  date,  that  the  prediction  may  be  veri- 

Ver.  2.    Fornicarions.    Tbftt  is,  a  wiA  that  hath  been  £iven  to  fornication. 

tins  wai  to  represent  the  Lord's  proceeding*  with  his  people  Israel,  who,  by 
■piritual  fornication,  were  continually  o .fending'  him.  Ch. — The  prophet  reclaimed 
her.  S.  Jer.— She  denoted  Samaria,  abandoned  to  idolatry.  Exec.  xvi.  15.  Several 
such  action*  were  prophetical.  Many  have  opposed  that  thin  was  only  a  parable ; 
out  the  sequel  proves  the  contrary.  C. —  Of  fornications.    So  called  from  the 

'heracter  of  their  mother,  if  oot  also  from  their  own  wicked  disposition*.  Ch.— 


voL.  It. 


-  o 


3  So  he  went,  and  took  Gomer,  the  daughter  of  Debe 
laim  :  and  she  conceived,  and  bore  him  a  son. 

4  And  the  Lord  said  to  him  :  Call  his  name  Jezrahel 
for  yet  a  little  while,  and  1  will  visit  the  blood  of  Jezrahe 
upon  the  house  of  Jenu,  and  I  will  cause  to  cease  th- 
kingdom  of  the  house  of  Isratl. 

5  And  in  that  day  I  will  break  in  pieces  the  bow  o 
Israel  in  the  valley  of  Jezrahel. 

6  And  she  conceived  again,  and  bore  a  daughter,  an' 
he  said  to  him :  Call  her  name,  Without  mercy :  for 
will  not  add  any  more  to  have  mercy  on  the  house  of  It 
rael,  but  1  will  utterly  forget  them. 

7  And  I  will  have  mercy  on  the  house  of  Juda,  and 

Shall,  or  rather  "  has  departed  f  and  therefore  he  denounces  future  chastise 
meats. 

Vbk.  4.    Jezrahel.    Jehu  slew  Joram  in  this  place.    He  was  the  ixi&trumeu 
of  God's  justice,  yet  acted  himself  through  inaiice  and  ambition,  and  was  tliere 
fore  deservedly  punished.    Zacharias,  the  fourth  of  hit  family,  lost  tho  crown,  anc 
was  slam  by  Solium,  at  Jezrahrl.  4  Kings  is.,  &c.  C— The  offspring  of  Jenu 
now  on  the  throne,  solicited  Jezrahel  or  the  ten  tribe*  to  idolatry,  which  God  wil 
revenge.  W. 

Ver.  6.  Without  mercy.  Lo-Huhamak.  Ch. — Some  copies  of  Sept  and  S 
Paul  read,  "oot  beloved."  Rom.  ix.  25,    Samaria  shall  surely  perish. 

2*1 


Chap.  II. 


USEE. 


Chap.  i?. 


will  save  them  by  the  Lord,  their  God :  and  I  will  not 
sare  -hem  by  bow,  nor  by  sword,  nor  by  battle,  nor  by 
horses,  nor  by  horsemen. 

8  And  she  weaned  her  that  was  called  Without  mercy. 
And  she  conceived,  and  bore  a  son. 

9  And  lie  said  :  Call  his  name,  Not  my  people :  for 
you  are  not  my  people,  and  I  will  not  be  yours. 

JO  And  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel  sha 
as  thfi  sand  of  the  sea,  that  is  without  measure,  and 
not  be  numbered.    *And  it  shall  be  in  the  place  where  it 
shall  be  said  to  them  :  You  are  not  my  people :  it  shall  be 
said  to  them  .   Ye  are  the  sons  of  the  living  God. 

1 1  And  the  children  of  Juda.  and  the  children  of  Is- 
rael, shall  be  gathered  together :  and  they  shall  appoint 
themselves  one  head,  and  shall  come  up  out  of  the  land : 
for  great  is  the  day  of  Jezrahel. 

CHAP.  II. 

Israel  is  justly  punished  for  leaving  God.    The  abundance  of  grace  in  the 

Church  of  airist. 

SAY  ye  to  your  brethren  :   You  are  my  people :  and 
to  your  sister :  Thou  hast  obtained  mercy. 

2  Judge  your  mother,  judge  her :  because  she  is  not 
my  wife,  and  I  am  not  her  husband.  Let  her  put  awav 
her  fornications  from  her  face,  and  her  adulteries  from 
between  her  breasts. 

3  Lest  I  strip  her  naked,  and  set  her  as  in  the  day  that 
she  was  born :  and  I  will  make  her  as  a  wilderness,  and  I 
will  set  her  as  a  land  that  none  can  pass  through,  and  will 
kill  her  with  drought. 

4  And  I  will  not  have  mercy  on  her  children  :  for  they 
are  the  children  of  fornications. 

5  For  their  mother  hath  committed  fornication,  she 
that  conceived  them  is  covered  with  shame  :  for  she  said  : 
I  will  go  after  my  lovers,  that  give  me  my  bread,  and  my 
water,  my  wool,  and  my  flax,  my  oil,  and  my  drink. 

6  Wherefore,  behold.  I  will  hedge  up  thy  way  with 
thorns,  and  I  will  stop  it  up  w:th  a  wall,  and  she  shall  not 
find  her  paths. 

7  And  she  shall  follow  after  her  lovers,  and  shall  not 

overtake  them:  and  she  shall  seek  them,  and  shall  not 

find,  and  she  shall  sav :  I  will  ffo,  and  return  to  my 

 -   -  

a  Rom.  ix.  26. 


Ver.  fl.  Not  my  people.  Lo-ammi.  Ch.— The  kingdom  of  Israel  seemed  to 
tte  quite  east  off ;  and  in  captivity  it  was  hardly  distinguished  from  other  nations, 
ruda  was  preserved  longer,  and  at  all  times  was  under  the  Divine  protection. 
Kzcchiel,  Daniel,  Sec  comforted  the  pooplo  in  the  worst  of  their  afflictions.  C. 

Ver.  10.  The  numhrr,  Sec,  vis.  of  the  true  Israelites,  the  children  of  the 
1  inirch  of  Christ.  Ch. — This  is  the  primary  sense.  Rom.  ix.  85.  Vet  the  Israel- 
is are  here  also  assured  of  their  return  from  captivity.  C. 

Vbr.  11.  Head;  Christ,  (Ch.)  the  head  of  all  the  faithful,  (W.)  consisting 
!>oth  of  Jews  and  of  Gentiles.  Israel  and  Juda  returned  under  Zorobabel,  ic.  C-— 
The  prophets  blend  present  and  future  transactions  together.  S.  Jor.  in  chap.  Hi. 
—Jezrahel.  That  is,  of  the  seed  of  God ;  for  Jezrahel  signifies  the  seed  of  God. 
Ch.— For  may  also  be  rendered.  "  when  or  though." 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  1.  Brethren,  tec.  Or,  call  your  brethren,  My  people ;  and 
your  sister,  Her  thnt  hath  obtained  mercy.  This  is  connected  with  the  latter 
ond  of  the  foregoing  chapter,  and  relates  to  the  converts  of  Israel.  Ch. — I  seemed 
to  have  abandoned  them  at  the  great  day  of  carnage  (H.) ;  but  I  will  still  receive 
(V/.)  this  portion  of  my  people,  as  well  as  Juda.  Il7 

Vbr.  2.  Te*r  mother :  the  synagogue.  Ch.— He  addresses  Juda,  (ver.  1 1, 15,) 
cr  -411  God's  people.  Chap.  i.  11. 

Vir.  3.  Drought.  In  Egypt  the  people  were  plunged  into  idolatry,  and  op- 
pressed. C. 

Vbr.  4.  Fornications.  They  imitate  their  parents.  H-— I  will  not  spare 
them,  as  I  did  some  in  the  wilderness.  S.  Jer. 

Vbr.  5.    Lovers;  idols,  and  foreign  nations.  Ezec.  xvi.  !.*>,  33. 

Vbr.  6.    Paths.    The  aid  which  she  sought  from  foreigners  shall  prove  vain. 
C. — Tt  is  often  an  effect  of  mercy,  when  our  wicked  plans  miscarry.  S.  Jer. 
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first  husband :  because  it  was  better  with  me  then  than 
now. 

8  And  she  did  not  know  that  I  gave  her  corn,  and  wine, 
and  oil,  ;nid  multiplied  her  silver,  and  gold,  which  tbry 
have  used  in  the  service  of  Baal. 

9  Therefore  will  1  return,  and  take  away  my  corn  in 
its  season,  and  my  wine  in  its  season,  and  I  will  set  al 
liberty  my  wool,  and  my  flax,  which  covered  her  disgrace. 

10  And  now  I  will  lay  open  her  folly  in  the  eyes  of  her 
lovers  :  and  no  man  shall  deliver  her  out  of  my  hand  : 

11  And  1  will  cause  all  her  mirth  to  cease,  her  solemn- 
ities, her  new  moons,  her  sabbaths,  and  all  her  festival  times. 

12  And  I  will  destroy  her  vines,  and  fig-trees,  of  which 
Bae  said  :  These  are  my  rewards,  which  my  lovers  have 
given  me  :  and  I  will  make  her  as  a  forest,  and  the  beasts 
of  the  field  shall  devour  her. 

13  And  I  will  visit  upon  her  the  days  of  Baaiim,  to 
whom  she  burnt  incense,  and  decked  herself  out  with  her 
ear-rings,  and  with  her  jewels,  and  went  after  her  lovers, 
and  forgot  me,  saith  the  Lord. 

14  Therefore,  behold  I  will  allure  her,  and  will  lead 
her  into  the  wilderness :  and  I  will  speak  to  her  heart. 

15  And  I  will  give  her  vine-dressers  out  of  the  same 
place,  and  the  valley  of  Achor  for  an  opening  of  hope; 
and  she  shall  sing  there  according  to  the  days  of  her  youth, 
and  according  to  the  days  of  her  coming  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt. 

16  And  it  shall  be  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord  :  Thai 
she  shall  call  me :  My  husband,  and  she  shall  call  me  no 
more  Baali. 

17  And  I  will  take  away  the  names  of  Baalim  out  oi 
her  mouth,  and  she  shall  no  more  remember  their  name. 

18  And  in  that  day  I  will  make  a  covenant  with  them, 
with  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowls  of  the  air, 
and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the  earth :  and  I  will  de- 
stroy the  bow,  and  the  sword,  and  war  out  of  the  land : 
and  I  will  make  them  sleep  secure. 

19  And  I  will  espouse  thee  to  me  for  ever:  and  I  will 
espouse  thee  to  me  in  justice,  and  judgment,  and  in  mercy, 
and  in  commiserations. 

20  And  I  will  espouse  thee  to  me  in  faith  :  and  thou 
sha  It  know  that  1  am  the  Lord. 


Ver.  8.    Baal ;  or  they  formed  idols. 

Veh.  9.  Season.  When  the  harvest  is  ripe,  the  loss  is  more  afflicting.  God 
withdraws  what  proves  an  occasion  of  tin.— Lil/erty.  The  creature  serves  unwill- 
ingly. Rom.  viii.  21. 

Vhr.  13.  Ear.  Heb.  "  nose-rings,"  or  ornaments  hanging  from  the  nose.  O. 
Vbr.  14  /  mill  allure  her,  ice.  After  all  her  disloyalties,  I  will  still  allure 
her  by  my  grace,  Sec,  and  send  her  vine-dressers,  viz.  the  apostles,  originally  her 
I  own  children,  who  shall  open  to  her  the  giitcs  of  hope;  as  heretofore,  at  her  coining 
Into  the  land  of  promise,  she  had  all  good  success  after  she  had  satisfled  the  Divine 
justice  by  the  execution  of  Achan,  in  the  valley  of  Achor.  Jos.  vii.  Ch-— Sept.  "  I 
will  rtxluco  or  make  her  stray  : n  wkeivm.  II.  " 

Ver.  15.  Vine.  Ileb.  "vineyards  there,"  (C.J  or  "  front, "  fee.  H. — Achor. 
The  environs  of  Jericho  were  vary  enchanting.  Isa.  lxv.  It). — Sing  is  better  thai 
Sept.  "  shall  be  humbled."  Heb.  "  shall  answer,"  as  poople  singing  alter- 
nately. C. 

Veh.  16.  My  husband.  In  Heb.  Iski.— Baali ;  my  lord.  The  meaning  01 
this  verse  is:  that,  whereas  Ithi  and  Baali  were  used  indifferently  in  those  days 
by  wives  speaking  to  their  husbands,  the  synagogue,  whom  God  was  pleased  to 
consider  as  his  spouse,  should  call  him  only  J  ski,  and  abstain  from  the  name  oi 
Bauli,  because  of  its  affinity  with  the  name  of  the  idol  Baal.  Ch. 

Ver.  17.  Baalim.  It  is  the  plural  number  of  Baal:  for  there  were  diver* 
idol*  of  Baal.  Ch. 

Vrr.  19.  J  tcill  espouse  thee,  dec.  This  relates  to  the  happy  Mpousals  ot 
Christ  with  his  Church,  which  shall  never  be  dissolved.  Ch. 

Ver.  20.  Faith,  the  root  of  all  virtues.  We  sliall  be  truo  to  each  other.  Thto 
h«s  been  realized  only  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  C. 


Chap.  ill.  IV. 


OSEK 


Chap.  IV. 


21  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day :  I  will  hear, 
saith  the  Lord,  I  will  hear  the  heavens,  and  they  shall  hear 
the  earth. 

22  And  the  earth  shall  hear  the  corn,  and  the  wine, 
and  the  oil,  and  these  shall  hear  Jezrahel. 

23  And  I  will  sow  her  unto  me  in  the  earth,  and  I  will 
have  mercy  on  her  that  is  without  mercy. 

24  "And  I  will  say  to  that  which  is  not  my  people: 
Thou  art  my  people  :  and  they  shall  say  :  Thou  art  my  God. 

CHAP.  III. 

T?ie  prophet  is  again  commanded  to  love  an  adulteress ;  to  signify  God's  love 
to  the  synagogue.    The  wretched  state  of  the  Jews  for  a  long  time,  till  at  last 
shall  be  converted. 

AND  the  Lord  said  to  me :  Go  yet  again,  and  love  a 
woman  beloved  of  her  friend,  and  an  adulteress ; 
as  the  Lord  loveth  the  children  of  Israel,  and  they  look  to 
strange  gods,  and  love  the  husks  of  the  grapes. 

2  And  I  bought  her  to  me  for  fifteen  pieces  of  silver, 
and  for  a  core  ot  barley,  and  for  half  a  core  of  barley. 

3  And  I  said  to  her :  Thou  shalt  wait  for  me  many 
days  :  thou  shalt  not  play  the  harlot,  and  thou  shalt  be  no 
mans,  and  I  also  will  wait  for  thee. 

4  For  the  children  of  Israel  shall  sit  many  days  without 
king,  and  without  prince,  and  without  sacrifice,  and  with- 
out altar,  and  without  ephod,  and  without  theraphim. 

5  bAnd  after  this  the  children  of  Israel  shall  return, 
and  shall  seek  the  Lord,  their  God,  and  David,  their  king : 
and  they  shall  fear  the  Lord,  and  his  goodness,  in  the 
last  days. 

CHAP.  IV. 

God's  judgment  against  the  sins  of  Israel.    Juda  is  warned  not  to  follow  their 

example. 

EAR  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  Israel, 
for  the  Lord  shall  enter  into  judgment  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land :  for  there  is  no  truth,  and  there  is 
no  mercy,  and  there  is  no  knowledge  of  God  in  the  land. 

2  Cursing,  and  lying,  and  killing,  and  theft,  and  adul- 
tery, have  overflowed,  and  blood  hath  touched  blood. 

»  Rom.  Ix.  25 ;  1  Pet.  tt.  10. 

Veb,  SI,  Hear  tlic  heavens,  &c.  All  shall  conspire  in  favour  of  the  Church, 
which  In  the  following  verse  is  called  Jezrahel,  that  is,  the  seed  of  God.  Ch. — 
Harmony  shall  subsist  between  all  the  parts  of  the  universe.  The  earth  shall  re- 
ceive rain,  &c.  This  happiness  was  enjoyed  in  figure  by  the  Jews,  after  then- 
return,  and  in  reality  by  Christians.  Theod. 

Ver.  2*2.  Jezrahel.  This  most  fruitful  valley  shall  again  be  covered  with 
abundant  crops.    The  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  shall  be  happy.  C. 

Ver.  24.  That  which  is  not  my  people,  kc.  This  relates  to  the  conversiuu  of 
the  Gentiles.  (Ch.)  as  the  apostles  explain  it.  1  Pet.  ii.  10;  Rom.  ix.  W. 

CHAP.  III.  Vbr.  1.  Woman.  This  second  woman  denotes  the  penitent 
Israel,  yet  not  quite  reconciled.  The  people  in  captivity  are  separated  both  from 
her  idols  and  from  God,  though  the  latter  still  retains  an  affection  for  them.  Osee 
does  not  marry  this  woman,  but  gives  his  word.  We  must  not  urge  the  parable 
too  far.    He  acts  as  a  figure  of  the  Lord,  who  has  received  an  outrage.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Core.  Sept.  "gonior  of  barley,  and  for  a  nebel  of  wine."  The 
woman  must  consequently  have  been  of  very  mean  condition.  In  the  East  wives 
are  still,  even  among  Christians,  purchased  according  to  their  rank,  often  without 
being  seen  or  consulted.    The  parents  give  part  of  the  price  to  the  bride.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Man's.  After  the  person  was  espoused,  any  infidelity  was  punished  as 
if  she  had  been  married.  It  does  not  appear  that  Osee  took  this  woman  to  wife.  C. — 
But  he  signified  that  the  people  must  wait  for  God,  in  captivity.  Theod.  ?anct.  55. 

Ver.  4.  Altar.  Heb.  11 6tatue ;"  mot  she  instead  of  mozbe,  as  (H.)  others 
agree  with  S.  Jerom,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  variation  in  his  time. — 
Theraphim.  Images  or  representations,  (Ch.)  cither  good  or  bad.  As  the  other 
things  mentioned  wero  good,  such  lawful  image*  a*  were  used  in  the  temple  must 
be  meant.  3  Kings  vil.  30.  W. — S.  Jerom  explains  it  of  cherubim.  Sept.  "altar, 
priesthood,  and  manifestations  (Urim,  Jtc.)  being  wanting."  H. 

Vbr.  5.  David,  their  king.  That  is,  Christ,  who  is  of  the  house  of  David. 
Ch. — After  the  captivity,  the  Jews  submit  to  Zorobabel.  Yot  this  only  foreshowed 
ft  more  sincere  conversion  to  Jesus  Christ.    In  fact,  the  house  of  David  never  re- 


3  Therefore  shall  the  land  mourn,  and  evnrv  one  thai 
dwelleth  in  it  shall  languish  with  the  beasts  ui  the  field, 
and  with  the  fowls  of  the  air :  yea,  the  fishes  of  the  sea 
also  shall  be  gathered  together. 

4  But  yet  let  not  any  man  judge :  and  let  noi  a  man 
be  rebuked  :  for  thy  people  are  as  they  that  contradict 
the  priest. 

5  And  thou  shalt  fall  to-day,  and  the  prophet  also  shall 
fell  with  thee  :  in  the  night  I  have  made  thy  mother  to  be 
silent. 

6  My  people  have  been  silent,  because  they  had  no 
knowledge :  because  thou  hast  rejected  knowledge,  I  will 
reject  thee,  that  thou  shalt  not  do  the  office  of  priesthood 
to  me :  and  thou  hast  forgotten  the  law  of  thy  God,  I  alsc 
will  forget  thy  children. 

7  According  to  the  multitude  of  them,  so  have  they 
sinned  against  me :  I  will  change  their  glory  into  shame. 

8  They  shall  eat  the  sins  of  my  people,  and  shall  lift  up 
their  souls  to  their  iniquity. 

9  cAnd  there  shall  be  like  people  like  priest :  and  I 
will  visit  their  ways  upon  them,  and  I  will  repay  them 
their  devices. 

10  And  they  shall  eat  and  shall  not  be  filled :  they 
have  committed  fornication,  and  have  not  ceased  :  because 
they  have  forsaken  the  Lord  in  not  observing  his  lata. 

1 1  Fornication,  and  wine,  and  drunkenness,  take  away 
the  understanding. 

12  My  people  have  consulted  their  stocks,  and  their 
staff  hath  declared  unto  them  :  for  the  spirit  of  fornication 
hath  deceived  them,  and  they  have  committed  fornication 
against  their  God. 

13  They  offered  sacrifice  upon  the  tops  of  the  moun 
tains,  and  burnt  incense  upon  the  hills :  under  the  oak, 
and  the  poplar,  and  the  turpentine-tree,  because  the 
shadow  thereof  was  good  :  therefore  shall  your  daughters 
commit  fornication,  and  your  spouses  shall  be  adulteresses. 

14  I  will  not  visit  upon  your  daughters,  when  they 
shall  commit  fornication,  and  upon  your  spouses  when 

l>  Eiec.  xxxiv.  23.— ■  Is».  xxir.  2. 

gained  the  throne,  (C.)  and  it  is  not  clear  that  Zorobabcl  had  any  authority  ot« 
the  people.  H. — Christ  is  the  literal  object  of  this  prediction.  C. 

CHAP.  IV.  Ver.  1.  Israel.  They  are  chiefly  addressed,  (ChaJ.  S.  Jer.  C) 
or  what  follows  to  ver.  15,  regards  all.  W. — Judgment.  Heb.  "  a  trial." — Mercy 
The  want  of  humanity  and  of  practical  knowledge  is  urged.  C- 

Ver.  3.    Together.    The  waters  shall  be  dried  up,  or  infected.  C. 

Vbr.  4.  Judge,  &c  As  if  he  would  say  .  It  is  in  vain  to  strive  with  them,  oi 
reprove  them,  they  are  so  obstinate  in  evil.  Ch. 

Vbr.  5.  Prophet,  both  true  and  false. — Night  of  tribulation.  Heb.  and  Sept 
"  I  have  compared  thy  mother  to  the  night." 

Vbr.  6.  Silent.  Sept.  "  like  those  who  had,"  ice—Knowledge-  Jeroboam 
I.  had  appointed  unlawful  priests,  and  some  of  the  house  of  Aaron  went  over  to 
him,  and  were  excluded  from  officiating  at  Jerusalem  after  the  captivity.  1  Klnfrs- 
xii.  31 ;  Ezec  xliv.  10. 

Vbr.  7.  Afe.  A  father  rejoices  in  a  numerous  offspring.  But  my  people  take 
occasion  to  offend  me  the  more  they  increase.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Sins;  victims.  W. — Iniquity;  or  "they  seek  for  support  in  tu6ir 
propitiatory  offerings,"  and  lull  the  people  asleep  In  their  sins.  The  priests  of  the 
golden  calf  imitated  the  sacred  rites  of  Moses. 

Ver.  9.  Priest.  They  are  equally  dissolute,  and  shall  meet  the  like  punish- 
ment.— devices,  or  thoughts.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Ceased.  Heb.  " increased."  They  have  no  children  living.  C— 
Sept.  "let  them  not  succeed." 

Ver.  11.    Understanding.    Lit.  "heart."  H. 

Vbr.  12.  Staff.  It  was  customary  to  use  this  mode  of  divination,  (Bzec,  xxi. 
21,)  and  likewise  incense. 

Vbr.  13.  Oak.  Those  terms  arc  variously  rendered,  as  the  trees  and  itonm 
mentioned  in  Scripture  will  probably  never  be  ascertained. 

Ver.  14.  Visit.  This  is  the  most  dreadful  of  God'a  jadgmenti-  Hv  permit* 
those  who  oftbud  him  to  receive  discontent  from  their  own  families. 
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OSEE. 


Chap,  fl 


they  shall  commit  aduiterv :  because  themselves  conversed 
with  harlots,  and  offered  sacrmce  with  the  effeminate,  and 
the  people  that  doth  not  understand  shall  be  beaten. 

15  if  thou  play  the  harlot,  0  Israel,  at  least  let  not 
Inda  offend  :  and  go  ye  not  into  Galgal,  and  come  not  up 
nto  Bethaven,  and  do  not  swear :  The  Lord  liveth. 

16  For  Israel  huth  gone  astray  like  a  wanton  heifer: 
iow  will  the  Lord  feed  them,  as  a  lamb  in  a  spacious 


piace. 


17  Ephraim  is  a  partaker  with  idols,  let  him  alone. 

18  Their  banquet  is  separated,  they  have  gone  astray 
by  fornication :  they  that  should  have  protected  them 
have  loved  to  bring  shame  upon  them. 

■  19  The  wind  hath  bound  them  up  in  its  wings,  and 
they  shall  be  confounded  because  of  their  sacrifices. 

CHAP.  V. 

Go(fs  threats  against  the  priests,  the  people,  and  princes  of  Israel,  for  their 

idolatry. 

TTTEAR  ye  this,  0  priests,  and  hearken,  0  ye  house 
OL  of  Israel,  and  give  ear,  0  house  of  the  king :  for 
there  is  a  judgment  against  you,  because  you  have  been  a 
snare  to  them  whom  you  should  have  watched  over,  and 
a  net  spread  upon  Thabor. 

2  And  you  have  turned  aside  victims  into  the  depth  : 
and  I  am  the  teacher  of  them  all. 

3  I  know  Ephraim,  and  Israel  is  not  hid  from  me: 
for  now  Ephraim  hath  committed  fornication,  Israel  is 

defiled. 

4  They  will  not  set  their  thoughts  to  return  to  their 
God  ;  for  the  spirit  of  fornication  is  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  they  have  not  known  the  Lord. 

5  And  the  pride  of  Israel  shall  answer  in  his  face :  and 
Israel  aii'1  Ephraim  shall  fall  in  their  iniquity,  Juda  also 

shall  fah  with  them. 

6  With  their  flocks,  and  with  their  herds,  they  shall  go 
to  sock  lie  herd-  and  shall  not  find  him :  he  is  withdrawn 
firm  them. 

7  They  have  transgressed  against  the  Lord,  for  they 
have  begotten  children  that  arc  strangers :  now  shall  a 
month  devour  them  with  their  portions. 

Ver.  15.  Offend.  It  was  more  culpable  for  Juda  to  commit  idolatry  (as  they 
had  the  temple,  Jcc.  of  the  true  God)  than  for  Israel,  whom  Jeroboam  hindered 
from  going  to  Jerusalem,  after  he  had  set  up  his  golden  calves.  W. — Galgal  and 
Bethaven.  Places  where  idols  were  worshipped.  Bethel,  which  si^nin'es  the 
house  of  God,  is  called  by  the  prophet  Jiethaven,  that  L«,  the  house  of  canity,  from 
Jeroboam's  golden  calf  which  was  worshipped  there.  Ch. — Lord.  Prolate  n«t 
this  sacred  name  by  giving  it  to  idols.  Theod.  Use  not  tliis  expression,  since  yon 
do  not  worship  me.  S.  Jer. 

Vbr.  16.  Wanton.  Sept  "stung,"  or  rendered  furious.  Thus  Israel  give* 
wmy  to  ungovernable  passions.  The  people  shall  be  led  into  captivity,  and  have 
room  to  range  about. 

Vbr.  17.  Partaker.  Ileb.  "tied  to  abominations." — Alone.  His  case  is 
desperate.  C— Sept.  "he  has  placed  stumbling-blocks  for  himself."  II. 

Vsu.  18.  Separated  from  that  allowed  to  God's  people.  Deut.  sii.  12.  Heb. 
'Mnsip'.d,"  or  spoiled.  Chal.  "their  princes  have  sought  afte?  lanquets."  fept. 
K  lie  has  provoked  (surpassed)  the  Chanaanites."  These  two  hare  not  read  as 
Te  do. 

CHAP.  V.  Vbr.  1.  0  pritsts.  What  is  said  of  priests  in  this  prophecy,  is 
mieflv  understood  of  the  priests  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel ;  who  were  not  true 


prints  of  the  race  of  Aaron,  bnt  served  the  valves  at  Bethel  and  Dan.  Ch. — They 
had  the  name  of  priests,  and  pretended  to  act  as  such.  3  Kings  xii.  W.— There 
some  apostates  among  them.  Chap.  iv.  6.    Bnt  they  lost  ail  authority.—  To 
u    Lit  "to  the  watch:"  speculation^    Ileb.  "at  Maspha,"  (H.)  in  Galaad. 


pntiis,  ana  pre 

were 
them. 

where  a  profane  altar  was  erected.  Chap,  vi.  8.  C. 

Vbr.  %  Depth,  or  pits  of  fire,  where  victims  were  sometime*  thrown,  Iphi- 
gen.  Grot 

Vbr.  5.  Answer.  Sept.  ;i  be  humbled."  It  appears  openly,  so  as  to  deserve 
sondemnaiion.  H. 

Vbr.  6.    Them.    He  will  rw-aivn  tTHr  victims  no  longer.  Isa.  i  II.  C— In 
2S4 


8  Blow  ye  the  cornet  in  Gabaa,  the  trumpet  in  Rama 
howl  ye  in  Bethaven,  behind  thy  back,  0  Benjamin. 

9  Ephraim  shall  be  in  desolation  in  the  day  of  rebuke  : 
among  the  tribes  of  Israel  I  have  shown  that  which  shall 

surely  be. 

10  The  princes  of  Juda  are  become  as  they  that  take 
up  the  bound  :  I  will  pour  out  my  wrath  upon  them  like  1 
water. 

1 1  Ephraim  is  under  oppression,  and  broken  in  judg- 
ment :  because  he  began  to  go  after  filthiness. 

12  And  I  will  be  like  a  moth  to  Ephraim:  and  like 
rottenness  to  the  house  of  Juda. 

13  And  Ephraim  saw  his  sickness,  and  Juda  his  band  : 
and  Ephraim  went  to  the  Assyrian,  and  sent  to  the  avenging 
king :  and  he  shall  not  be  able  to  heal  you,  neither  shall 
he  be  able  to  take  off  the  band  from  you. 

14  For  I  will  be  like  a  lioness  to  Ephraim,  and  like 
a  lion's  whelp  to  the  house  of  Juda  :  I,  I  will  catch, 
and  go:  I  will  take  away,  and  there  is  none  that  can 
rescue. 

15  I  will  go  and  return  to  my  place:  until  you  are 

consumed,  and  seek  my  face. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Affliction  shall  be  a  means  to  bring  many  to  Christ :  a  cornplaint  of  the  un- 
towardness  of  the  Jews.     Ood  loves  mercy  more  than  sacrifice. 

IN  their  affliction  they  will  rise  early  to  me :  Come, 
and  let  us  return  to  the  Lord  ; 
,  2  For  he  hath  taken  us,  and  he  will  heal  us :  he  will 
strike,  and  he  will  cure  us. 

3  *He  will  revive  us  after  two  days :  on  the  third  day 
he  will  raise  us  up,  and  we  shall  live  in  his  sight.  We 
shall  know,  and  we  shall  follow  on,  that  we  may  know  the 
Lord.  His  going  forth  is  prepared  as  the  morning  light, 
and  he  will  come  to  us  as  the  early  and  the  latter  rain  to 
the  earth. 

4  What  shall  I  do  to  thee,  O  Ephraim  ?  what  shall  I 
do  to  thee,  0  Juda  ?  your  mercy  is  as  a  morning  cloud, 
and  as  the  dew  that  goeth  away  in  the  morning. 

5  For  this  reason  have  I  hewed  them  by  the  prophets  : 


*  !  Cor.  xv.  i. 


vain  do  they  expect  to  escape  by  this  appearance  of  sanctity,  while  they  continue 
In  sin.  H. 

Vek.  7.  Strangers.  That  is,  aliens  from  God:  and  therefore  they  are 
threatened  with  speedy  destruction.  Ch. — Their  offspring;  is  rebellious,  and  de- 
serves no  longer  to  be  called  my  people.  Chap.  i.  9. — Month.  Every  month  the 
Assyrians  shall  come  upon  them  (Chal.  S.  Jer.);  or,  in  the  space  of  ona  month, 
they  shall  perish.  C— Sept.  "the  mildew  shall  eat  them  and  their  portions."  H. 

Vbr.  10.  Hound.  Tlus  was  a  capital  crime,  under  Nuina.  and  forbidden, 
Deut.  xix.  14.  C. — Juda  hoped  to  seize  what  was  abandoned,  tf.  Jer. — They 
deferred  doing  penance,  and  removed  the  boundaries'  set  by  their  fathers,  iTheod. 
C.)  the  virtuous  patriarch*,  whom  they  would  not  imitate. 

Ver.  13.  Avenging.  Heb.  and  Sept.  Jarib,  (S.  Jer.,;  which  some  explain  of 
the  king  of  Egypt ;  others  understand  the  Assyrian  (chap.  x.  6) ;  while  most  sup- 
pose that  Ephraim  applied  to  Phul,  and  Juda  sent  to  a  protecting  king,  The^lath- 
phalassar.  4  Kings  xvi.  7,  and  xvii.  4.  C. 

Ver.  16.  Place;  to  heaven.  1  will  abandon  my  temple.  C — Face:  41  they 
will  seek  the  absent"  S.  Jer. 

CHAP.  VX  Vbr,  1.    Early,  or  in  haste.    All  the  people  will  repent.  U. 

Vbr.  3.  Third.  In  a  short  time  the  Lord  will  easily  set  us  free.  But  th% 
prophet  refers  more  directly  to  the  resurrection  of  the  faitliful,  and  of  Christ.  Eph. 
ii.  o,  and  1  Cor.  xv.  4.  C.— 8.  Paul  mentions  the  third  day  according  to  tht 
Scriptures,  which  no  where  else  so  clearly  sj/ecify  it.  ^V.  See  S.  Jer.  S.  Cyp. 
Sanct.  9. 

Ver.  4.  Mercy.  Heb.  esod,  (H.)  "piety,"  &r.,  (Grot,,)  thence  the  worn 
Assideans  is  derived.  1  Mac  ii.  42.  The  captive*  flattered  themselves,  that  .is  sooi 
as  thev  began  to  entertain  sentiments  of  repentance,  God  would  relies  e  them.  Bui 
he  answers,  that  their  virtue  is  inconstant,  and  that  they  mwt  suffer  in  proportion 
to  their  erime«. 

Vbr.  5.    Month.    I  have  ordered  my  prophets  to  denounce  death  unto 


Chap.  VI L 


OSEL. 


Chap.  VIII. 


I  have  slain  them  by  the  words  of  my  mouth  :  and  thy       7  They  were  all  heated  like  an  oven,  and  have  -ie- 

|  vo 


judgments  shall  go  forth  as  the  light. 

6  'For  I  desire  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice:  and  the 
knowledge  of  God  more  than  holocausts. 

7  But  they,  like  Adam,  have  transgressed  the  covenant, 
Caere  have  they  dealt  treacherously  against  me. 

8  Galaad  is  a  city  of  workers  of  idols,  supplanted  with 
blood. 

9  And  like  the  jaws  of  highway  robbers,  they  conspire 
with  the  priests,  who  murder  in  the  way  those  that  pass 
out  of  Sichem :  for  they  have  wrought  wickedness. 

10  I  have  seen  a  horrible  thing  in  the  house  of"  Israel, 
the  fornications  of  Ephraim  there :  Israel  is  defiled. 

1 1  And  thou  also,  0  Juda,  set  thee  a  harvest,  when  I 
shall  bring  back  the  captivity  of  my  people. 

CHAP.  VII. 

The  manifold  sit.s  of  Israel,  and  of  their  kings,  hinder  the  Lord  from 

healing  them. 

tT7"HEN  I  would  have  healed  Israel,  the  iniquity  of 
V  t  Ephraim  was  discovered,  and  the  wickedness  of 
Samaria,  for  they  have  committed  falsehood,  and  the  thief 
is  come  in  to  steal,  the  robber  is  without. 

2  And  lest  they  may  say  in  their  hearts,  that  I  remem- 
ber all  their  wickedness,  their  own  devices  now  have  be- 
set them  about,  they  have  been  done  before  my  face. 

3  They  have  made  the  king  glad  with  their  wicked- 
ness :  and  the  princes  with  their  lies. 

4  They  are  all  adulterers,  like  an  oven  heated  by  the 
baker :  the  city  rested  a  little  from  the  mingling  of  the 
leaven,  till  the  whole  was  leavened. 

5  The  day  of  our  king,  the  princes  began  to  be  mad 
with  wine :  he  stretched  out  his  hand  with  scorners. 

6  Because  they  have  applied  their  heart  like  an  oven, 
when  he  laid  snares  for  them :  he  slept  all  the  night 
bakir  -  *hen;,  in  the  morning  he  himself  was  heated  as  a 
flaming  fire. 

•  1  Kings  xt.  22;  EcelL  It.  17;  Matt.  fx.  13,  and  xil.  17. 


oured  their  judges :  all  their  kings  have  fallen :  there  is 
none  amongst  them  that  calleth  unto  me. 

8  Ephraim  himself  is  mixed  among  the  nations . 
Ephraim  is  become  as  bread  baked  under  the  ashes,  tha< 
is  not  turned. 

9  Strangers  have  devoured  his  strength,  and  he  knew 
it  not :  yea,  grey  hairs  also  are  spread  about  upon  him, 
and  he  is  ignorant  of  it. 

10  And  the  pride  of  Israel  shall  be  humbled  before  his 
face :  and  they  have  not  returned  to  the  Lord,  their  God, 
nor  have  they  sought  him  in  all  these. 

i  1  And  Ephraim  is  become  as  a  clove  tkat  is  decoyed, 
not  having  a  heart :  they  called  upon  Egypt,  they  went  to 
the  Assyrians. 

12  And  when  they  shall  go,  I  will  spread  my  net  upon 
them ;  I  will  bring  them  down  as  the  fowl  of  the  air,  I 
will  strike  them  as  their  congregation  hath  heard. 

13  "Woe  to  thern,  for  they  have  departed  freni  me; 
they  shall  be  wasted,  because  they  have  transgressed 
against  me  :  and  I  redeemed  them  :  and  they  have  spoken 
lies  against  me. 

14  And  they  have  not  cried  to  me  with  their  heart,  but 
they  howled  in  their  beds :  they  have  thought  upon  wheat 
and  wine,  they  are  departed  from  me. 

15  And  I  have  chastised  them,  and  strengthened  their 
arms  ;  and  they  have  imagined  evil  against  me. 

16  They  returned,  that  they  might  be  without  yoke; 
they  became  like  a  deceitful  bow :  their  princes  shall  fall 
by  the  sword,  for  the  rage  of  their  tongue.  T^as  is  their 
derision  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

The  Israelites  are  threatened  with  destruction  for  their  xmpniy  and 

idolatry. 

LET  there  be  a  ti  .iinpet  in  thy  throat,  like  an  eagle 
upon  the  house  of  the  Lord :  because  they  have 
j  transgressed  my  covenant,  and  have  violated  my  law. 


for  a  statue. 
The  former 


Sept., 
is 


and  to  treat  them  roughly,  like  a  piece  of  marble  designed 
Ac.  "  I  have  slain  thy  prophet*/'  &c,  by  Elias,  Jehu,  ice. 
preferable. —  Thy  judgmen  ts,  or  condemnation.  C. 

Ver.  6.  Merey:  sincere  piety.  Ver.  4. — Sacrifice.  They  had  offered  many. 
Chap.  t.  ft.  C— "  My  victims  are*  the  salvation  of  the  faithful,  and  the  conversion 
of  sinners."  S.  Jer — Knowledge,  of  a  practical  nature,  which  was  deficient.  Chap, 
iv.  6,  and  ri.  4.  C.  r 

Ver.  7.  Adam.  A  compact  was  made  with  him,  that  if  he  continued  faithful 
or  otherwise,  his  posterity  should  be  born  in  original  justice  or  sin.  H.— He  trans- 
gressed, and  was  expelled  from  paradise,  as  the  Jews  were  from  their  land.  Sept. 
6  like  a  man  : "  like  any  who  had  not  been  so  highly  favoured  with  the  law,  fcc. 
C. — Adam  means  "  a  man,"  and  sometimes  it  would  be  as  well  rendered  in  this 
sense.  II. 

Ver.  8.  Supplanted  unth  blood.  That  is,  undermined  and  brought  to  ruin 
for  shedding  of  blood ;  and,  as  It  is  signified  in  the  following  verse,  for  conspiring 
with  the  priests,  (of  Bethel,)  like  robbers,  to  murder  in  the  tcay  such  as  passed 
9ut  of  Sichem  ».o  go  towards  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  Or  else  supplanted  zcith 
blDod  signifies,  flowing  in  such  manner  with  blood,  as  to  suffer  none  to  walk  there 
without  imbruing  the  soles  of  their  feet  in  blood.  Ch. 

Ver.  0.  Bobbers.  Jephte  had  infested  those  parts,  and  the  country  was  notad 
tor  murders ;  whence  more  cities  of  refuge  were  appointed  In  it.  Judg.  xi..  and 
los.  xx.  8.    The  prophet  alludes  to  what  had  been  said  to  Gad.  Gen.  xlix.  19. 

Ver.  It.  Harvest.  This  implies  punishment  or  felicity.  The  turn  of  Juda 
ihall  come,  and  lie  shall  be  chastised ;  but  after  the  captivity,  he  shall  enjov  plenty. 
Chap.  ii.  15 ;  Isa.  ix.  3-  C. 

CHAP.  VII.  Vhr.  1.    Israel.    God  divided  the  kingdom,  that  by  this  chas- 

dsen.ent  the  pet  pie  might  be  converted.  But  Jeroboam  set  up  calves,  and  caused 
diem  to  grow  w,>rse.  \V. 

Vbr.  3.    Glad,  &c.   To  please  Jeroboam  and  their  other  king*,  they  have 
pven  themselves  up  to  the  worship  of  idols,  which  are  mere  falsehood  and  lies, 
^h.— Wo  do  not  find  one  good  king  of  Israel.  C. — But  Jeroboam  principally 
Israel  to  sin.  H.  • 
Ver.  6.    Princes.    The  chief  men  joined  in  the  schism  and  idolatry.  TT. — 
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Sfad,  with  drinking  at  the  king's  coronation,  or  at  his  coming  to  the  crown.  C. — 
Scorners.  Sept.  "  pestilent  people,"  who  turn  religion  and  piety  to  ridicula. 
Instead  of  repressing  them,  the  king  admits  them  to  favour. 

Ver.  6.  Them.  Jeroboam  seduces  the  subjects  of  the  house  of  David,  by 
indulging  the  passions  of  the  great  and  small.  He  may  then  sleep ;  the  poisoa 
gains  ground.  C. — But  soon  his  own  family  will  feel  the  dir**ol  effects  of  hii 
policy.  H. 

Ver.  7.    Judges,  or  rulers.    Idolatry  proved  fatal  to  all.  Ver.  3. 
Ver.  8.    Mixed,  like  oil  and  flour.  Heb. — Ashes.    Thin  cakes  (C.)  of  this 
kind  uro  used  by  the  poor  in  Spain,  (Sanct.,)  and  by  the  Arabs.  Thevenot. 
Levant  3-2.—  Turned.    There  was  no  time  allowed  by  the  enemy,  who  came  and 
took  the  Israelites  away.  C. 

Vbr.  9.    Strangers:  king3  of  Assyria,  Damascus,  fcc 

Ves.  10.  Humbled.  Heb.  "answer."  Chap.  t.  5.  Pride  is  visible  on  his 
face,  though  he  be  so  much  reduced.  C. 

Vbr.  11.  Decoyed.  Heb.  "stupid."  Chap.  ir.  11.  The  dove  is  the  only  bird 
which  is  not  grieved  at  the  loss  of  its  young.  S.  Jer. — It  returns  to  the  same  nest, 
though  repeatedly  robbed,  forgetting  past  dangers.  Theod.— Thus  Israel  is  not  re- 
claimed, though  idolatry  has  so  often  proved  its  ruin. — Egypt.  Jeroboam  had 
retired  thither,  and  at  his  return  brought  about  a  division  of  the  kingdom.  3  Kings 
zi.  40.  Osee,  the  last  king,  applied  to  Sua,  and  this  provoked  the  Assyrians  to 
destroy  the  kingdom.  They  pretended  that  it  was  tributary  to  them,  alter  Phul 
had  been  invited  to  assist  Manahem  for  a  thousand  talents.  4  Kings  xv.  19,  ana 
xvii.  4.    Thus  was  a  worldly  policy  confounded. 

Ver.  14.  Thought:  "ruminated."  H.— Heb.  "assembled,  or  been  afraid  " 
Sept.  "  they  were  cut,"  (C.)  in  honour  of  idols,  hoping  to  avert  the  famine. 
S.  Cyr. 

Ver.  15.    Arms.    I  gave  them  rny  laws  and  power  to  resist  tha  enemy.  M. 
Ver.  10.    Returned,  imitating  Apis,  the  folly  of  Egypt.    They  have  repcatodlv 
followed  idols  in  Egypt,  and  In  the  desert,  under  Jeroboam,  Achab,  Jehu,  Ac. 

CHAP.  VIII.  Ver.  1.  Eagle.  It  makes  a  noiv  like  a  trumpet  Pliny,  x.  & 
— Osee  denounces  judgraeuts  on  the  house  of  Israel,  which,  though  schismatic*!, 
was  not  entirely  abandoned  by  the  Lord. 
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Chap.  IX. 


2  They  shall  call  upon  me:  0  my  God,  we,  Israel, 
know  thee. 

3  Israel  hath  cast  off  the  thing  that  is  good,  the  enemy 

shall  pursue  him. 

4  They  have  reigned,  but  not  by  me :  they  have  beer, 
princes,  and  I  knew  not :  of  their  silver  and  their  gold 
they  made  idols  to  themselves,  that  they  might  perish. 

5  Thy  calf,  O  Samaria,  is  cast  off,  my  wrath  is  kindled 
against  them.  How  long  will  they  be  incapable  of  being 
cleansed  ? 

6  For  itself  also  is  the  invention  of  Israel :  a  workman 
made  it,  and  it  is  no  god  :  for  the  calf  of  Samaria  shall  be 

turned  to  spiders'  webs. 

7  For  they  shall  sow  wind,  and  reap  a  whirlwind  :  there 
is  no  standing  stalk  in  it,  the  bud  shall  yield  no  meal :  and 
if  it  should  yield,  strangers  shall  eat  it. 

8  Israel  is  swallowed  up  :  now  is  he  become  among  the 
nations  like  an  unclean  vessel. 

9  For  they  are  gone  up  to  Assyria,  a  wild  ass  alone  by 
himself :  Epnraim  hath  given  gifts  to  his  lovers. 

10  But  even  though  they  shall  have  hired  the  nations, 
now  will  I  gather  them  together :  and  they  shall  rest  a 
while  from  the  burden  of  the  king,  and  the  princes. 

1 1  Because  Ephraim  hath  made  many  altars  to  sin : 
altars  are  become  to  him  unto  sin. 

12  I  shall  write  to  him  my  manifold  laws,  which  have 

been  accounted  as  foreign. 

13  They  shall  offer  victims,  they  shall  sacrifice  flesh, 
and  shall  eat  it,  and  the  Lord  will  not  receive  them  :  now 
will  he  remember  their  iniquity,  and  will  visit  their  sins : 
they  shall  return  to  Egypt. 

14  And  Israel  hath  forgotten  his  Maker,  and  hath  built 
temples:  and  Juda  hath  built  many  fenced  cities :  and  I 
will  send  a  fire  upon  his  cities,  and  it  shall  devour  the 
houses  thereof. 

CHAP.  IX. 

TJte  distress  and  captivity  of  Israel  for  their  sins  and  idolatry. 


Ver.  3.  Him.  Sept.  "they  have  pursued  the  enemy."  But  the  former  sense 
is  better.  H.— The  Assyrian  prevailed.  S.  Jer. — They  carried  Israel  it. to  captivity, 
before  Juda.  Ver.  9.  W. 

Ver.  4.  They.  Jeroboam  and  Jehu  were  assured  by  the  prophets  that  they 
should  reign,  yet  this  was  not  a  sanction  of  their  right.  God  condemned  their  am- 
birion  and  wicked  conduct.  The  successors  of  Zacharias  had  still  less  pretensions 
(o  the  throue.  God  permits  such  things.  The  people  had  not  consulted  him  in 
these  etianges.  C. 

Ver-  5.  Calf.  The  idol  is  broken  in  pieces,  and  carried  away  by  the  victo- 
rious enemy.  Thus  does  the  vanity  of  such  gods  appear.  Their  captivity  is  there- 
lore  often  foretold.  Jer.  xliii  12. 

Ver.  6.  Israel.  This  enhances  the  crime.  Can  a  people  go  highly  favoured 
adore  the  work  of  an  artist  I— Webs,  such  as  appear  on  a  fine  day  in  autumn.  S. 
Jerom's  master  suggested  that  this  was  the  sense.    Interpreters  vary.  C. 

Vek.  7.  Whirlwind.  They  shall  be  punished  for  their  folly,  nor  shall  they 
reap  any  advantage  from  idols. — In  it,  or  in  Israel.  The  Eeed  which  I  have  sown 
yields  no  fruit.  If  any  com©  up,  the  mildew  destroys  it.  Yea,  though  any  should 
come  to  perfection,  which  is  impossible,  it  should  be  given  to  strangers.  My 
people  perform  no  acts  of  religion  ;  or  at  least  they  render  them  useless,  by  adoring 
idols.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Vessel.  The  nations  around  despised  them,  after  they  had  applied  to 
:hc  Assyrians,  who  were  looked  opon  as  enemies  of  all  independent  states. 

Ver?  10.  Princes.  Hob.  "king  of  kings."  This  proud  title  was  afterwards 
taken  by  the  inonarchs  of  Babylon  and  of  Persia.  Israel  shall  cease  to  pay  taxes, 
having  nothing  left.  They  shall  cease  to  be  a  people.  C. — £cpt.  "  I  will  receive 
: hem,  and  they  shall  ceasea  little  to  anoint  a  king  and  princes."  H. — They  had 
none 'during  the  captivity,  as  they  would  not  consult  God  before  in  their  appoint- 
ment. Ver.  4. 

Ver.  12.  loreign.  Shall  I  give  them  laws  again  to  despise  ?  Sept.  "  I  shall 
write  down  their  number."  It  will  be  an  easy  task,  they  shall  be  so  diminished. 
u  His  laws,"  &zc,  (C.)  or,  "I  will  describe  to  him  a  multitude,  and  his  regula- 
tions: The  beloved  altars  have  been  deemed  foreign."  S.  Jerom's  and  Grabe's 

■Wife  H. 
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"J3EJOICE  not.  0  Israel:  ivjoi^  not  as  the  nations 
.SlAi  do :  for  thou  hast  committed  fornication  against  thy 
God,  thou  hast  loved  a  reward  upon  every  eorn-fioor. 

2  The  floor  and  the  wine-press  shall  not  feed  them,  and 
the  wine  shall  deceive  them. 

3  They  shall  not  dwell  in  the  Lords  land :  Ephraim  is 
returned  to  Egypt,  and  hath  eaten  unclean  things  among 
the  Assyrians. 

4  They  shall  not  offer  wine  to  the  Lord,  neither  shall 
they  please  him :  their  sacrifices  shall  be  like  the  bread 
of  mourners :  all  that  shall  eat  it  shall  be  defiled :  for 
their  bread  is  life  for  their  soul,  it  shall  not  enter  into  the 

house  of  the  Lord. 

5  What  will  you  do  in  the  solemn  day,  in  the  day  of 
the  feast  of  the  Lord  ? 

6  For  behold  they  are  gone,  because  of  destruction : 
Egypt  shall  gather  them  together,  Memphis  shall  bury 
them :  nettles  shall  inherit  their  beloved  silver,  the  bur 
shall  be  in  their  tabernacles. 

7  The  days  of  visitation  are  come,  the  days  of  repaying 
are  come :  know  ye,  0  Israel,  that  the  prophet  was  foolish, 
the  spiritual  man  was  mad,  for  the  multitude  of  thy 
iniquity,  and  the  multitude  of  thy  madness. 

8  The  watchman  of  Ephraim  was  with  my  God :  the 
prophet  is  become  a  snare  of  ruin  upon  all  his  ways,  mad- 
ness is  in  the  house  of  his  God. 

9  "They  have  sinned  deeply,  as  in  the  days  of  Gabaa: 
he  will  remember  their  iniquity,  and  will  visit  their  sin. 

10  I  found  Israel  like  grapes  in  the  desert :  I  saw  their 
fathers  like  the  first-fruits  of  the  fig-tree  in  the  top  there- 
of: but  they  went  in  to  Beelphegor,  and  alienated  them- 
selves to  thai  confusion,  and  became  abominable,  as  those 
things  were,  which  they  loved. 

11  As  for  Ephraim,"  their  glory  hath  flown  away,  like 
a  bird  from  the  birth,  and  from  the  womb,  and  from  the 
conception.   __ 

■  Judg.  six.  25. 


Ver.  13.  Egypt,  to  escape  tho  Assyrian.  Chap.  ix.  3.  C— They  have  imitated 
the  Egyptian  idols.  S.  Jer.— Osee  had  applied  to  their  king  for  aid.  4  Kings  xvii.  4. 

Ver.  14.  Temples,  or  B  palaces."  C.— Cities.  The  two  tribes,  witnessing  the 
calamities  of  their  brethren,  will  not  avt  id  a  similar  conduct,  hut  trust  in  their  for- 
tifications. W. — Fire  of  war  destroys  both  kingdoms. — Thereof.  Sup!,  of  S.  Jeroiu 
adds,  "and  among  the  Assyrians  they  have  eaten  unclean  things,"  which  may  be 
taken  from  chap.  ix.  3.  H  * — It  is  not  found  in  the  present  Heb.  or  Gr.  copies.  C. 

CHAP.  IX.    Ver.  1.    Beward,  or  "present."    The  kings  took  the  tithe. 
1  Kings  viiL  15.    Other  infidel  nations  rejoice  in  their  weahh.    Israel  ought  not  to 
do  so:  and,  in  punishment  of  idolatry,  it  shall  be  despoiled.    After  Jeroboam  II 
all  went  to  ruir. 

Ver.  2.    JEteC&V*   The  grapes  shall  yield  no  wine.  C. 

Vbu.  3.  Egypt,  through  distress.  Chap.  viii.  13.  S.  Jer.  ver.  6.  W.— Sua 
afforded  no  protection*  and  the  country  proved  a  grave  to  those  who  retired  tbither. 
—  Unclean.  The  people  observed  these  prescriptions,  though  they  neglected  the 
more  important  duties.  Only  some  pious  souls,  like  Tobias,  Daniel,  &c,  refrained 
from  such  meals  in  exile.  C. 

Ver.  4.  Wine.  Tbey  shall  be  at  a  distance  from  the  temple,  and  in  a  co'j:itry 
where  tho  wine  will  not  be  deemed  pure. — Sacrifices.  The  Israelites  had  long 
neglected  to  offer  any  in  the  temple,  (H.)  thouch  they  had  no  hinderance.  In  exile, 
the  fruits,  Sec.  were  all  accounted  unclean,  like  meats  used  in  mourning,  ( C  *  which 
defiled  those  who  partook  of  them.  Dout.  xxvi.  14;  Nam.  xix.  11. 

Vek.  5.    Lord,  when  he  shall  punish  you.  Isa.  xxxiv.  0.  H. 

Ver.  G.  Gather  into  the  grave.  Yet  some  shall  escape.  Chap.  xi.  II.— Silrer, 
which  they  have  buried  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy,hoping  to  recover  it  when  thej 
should  depart.— Bvr.    Heh.  "thorns."  C. 

Ver.  7.  Mad.  Israel  shall  promise  itself  al.  prosperity,  not  being  inspired  bj 
God,  hut  fall  of  madness.  W. 

Ver.  8.    My  God,    I  am  such ;  but  the  false  prophets  strive  to  seduce  you.  C 

— Jeroboam  ought  to  have  restrained  the  people,  and  he  did  the  reverse,  setting  0] 

a  calf  at  Bethel,  which  proved  more  ruinous  than  the  crime  of  Gabaa,  (Judg 

xix.,)  or  tho  election  of  Saul. 
9   Vbr.  10.    Top.    These  are  the  best.  H.— The  patriarchs  were  pleasing  to  Ood 
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Chap.  XL 


12  And  though  they  should  bring  up  their  children,  I 
•nil  make  them  without  children  among  men  :  yea,  and 
woe  to  them,  when  I  shall  depart  from  them. 

13  Ephraim,  as  I  saw,  was  a  Tyre,  founded  in  beauty : 
and  Ephraim  shall  bring  out  his  children  to  the  mur- 
derer. 

14  Give  them,  0  Lord.  What  wilt  thou  give  them? 
Give  them  a  womb  without  children,  and  dry  breasts. 

15  *  All  their  wickedness  is  in  Galgal,  for  there  I  hated 
them  :  for  the  wickedness  of  their  devices  I  will  cast  them 
forth  out  of  my  house  :  I  will  love  them  no  more,  all  their 
princes  are  revolters. 

16  Ephraim  is  struck,  their  root  is  dried  up,  they  shall 
yield  no  fruit.  And  if  they  should  have  issue,  I  will  slay 
the  best  beloved  fruit  of  their  womb. 

17  My  God  will  cast  them  away,  because  they  heark- 
ened not  to  him  :  and  they  shall  be  wanderers  among  the 
nations. 

CHAP.  X. 

After  mmiy  benefits,  great  affliction  shall  fall  upon  the  ten  tribes,  for  their 

ingratitude  to  God, 

ISRAEL,  a  vine  full  of  branches,  the  fruit  is  agreeable 
to  it :  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  fruit,  he  hath 
mult;plied  altars,  according  to  the  plenty  of  his  land,  he 
hath  abounded  with  idols. 

2  Their  heart  is  divided,  now  they  shall  perish :  he 
shall  break  down  their  idols,  he  shall  destroy  their  altars. 

3  For  now  they  shall  say  :  We  have  no  king  :  because 
we  fear  not  the  Lord  :  and  what  shall  a  king  do  to  us  ? 

4  You  speak  words  of  an  unprofitable  vision,  and  you 
shall  make  covenant :  and  judgment  shall  spring  up  as 
bitterness  in  the  furrows  of  the  field. 

5  The  inhabitants  of  Samaria  have  worshipped  the  kine 
of  Bethaven :  for  the  people  thereof  have  mourned  over 
it,  and  the  wardens  of  its  temple,  that  rejoiced  over  it  in 
its  glory,  because  it  is  departed  from  it. 

•  I  Kings  riii.  3.— Isa.  U.  19  ;  Luke  xxiii.  30 ;  Apoc  vi,  16. 


6  For  itself  also  is  carried  into  Assyria,  a  present  to  the 
avenging  king :  shame  shall  fall  upon  Ephraim,  and  Israel 
shall  be  confounded  in  his  own  will. 

7  Samaria  hath  made  her  king  to  pass  as  froth  upon 
the  face  of  the  water. 

8  And  the  high  places  of  the  idol,  the  sin  of  Israel, 
shall  be  destroyed  :  the  bur  and  the  thistle  shall  grow  up 
over  their  altars ;  and  they  shall  say  to  the  mountains  : 
b  Cover  us ;  and  to  the  hills  :  Fall  upon  us. 

9  cFrom  the  days  of  Gabaa,  Israel  hath  sinned,  there 
they  stood  :  the  battle  in  Gabaa  against  the  children  ol 
iniquity  shall  not  overtake  them. 

10  According  to  my  desire,  I  will  chastise  them :  and 
the  nation  shall  be  gathered  together  against  them,  when 
they  shall  be  chastised  for  their  two  iniquities. 

11  Ephraim  is  a  heifer  taught  to  love,  to  treaa  out 
corn,  but  I  passed  over  upon  the  beauty  of  her  neck :  1 
will  ride  upon  Ephraim,  Juda  shall  plough,  Jacob  shall 
break  the  furrows  for  himself. 

12  dSow  for  yourselves  in  justice,  and  reap  in  the 
mouth  of  mercy,  break  up  your  fallow  ground :  but  the 
time  to  seek  the  Lord  is,  when  he  shall  come  that  shall 
teach  you  justice. 

13  You  have  ploughed  wickedness,  you  have  reaped 
iniquity,  you  have  eaten  the  fruit  of  lying :  because  thou 
hast  trusted  in  thy  ways,  in  the  multitude  of  thy  strong 
ones. 

14  A  tumult  shall  arise  among  thy  people :  and  all  thy 
fortresses  shall  be  destroyed,  as  "Salmana  was  destroyed 
by  the  house  of  him  that  judged  Baal  in  the  day  of  battle, 
the  mother  being  dashed  in  pieces  upon  her  children. 

15  So  hath  Bethel  done  to  you,  because  of  the  evil  of 
your  iniquities. 

CHAP.  XL 

God  proceeds  in  threatening  Israel  for  their  ingratitude ;  yet  he  trill  fw 

utterly  destroy  them. 


«  Judg.  xx.  1.— <*  Jer.  It.  3.— '  Jude.  rili  12. 


Ver.  12.  When.  Sept.,  Th.  "my  flesh  is  taken  from  them,"  which  Theo- 
ioret,  Lyran,  ice.  explain  of  the  incarnation ;  but  Aquila,  &c.  agree  with  me 
"uhr.,  which  is  more  natural.  C. 

Ver.  13.  Tyre.  The  kingdom  of  Israel  was  no  less  proud.  Ezee,  xxri.  W. 
-  It  was  in  the  highest  prosperity  under  Jeroboam  II.  Osee  saw  this  and  the 
:iibeequent  overthrow-  Tyre  was  a  most  populous  and  wealthy  city.  C. — Other 
nicrpreters  have,  H  a  rock;"  Sept.  "a  prey."  The  latter  read  d'for  r.  S.  Jer. 
H. — The  Vulg.  seems  best.  C. — Tsur  denotes  "  Tyre  and  a  rock."  H. 

Ver.  14.    Children,  as  they  have  exposed  them  to  the  fury  of  the  Assyrians, 
C.)  or  to  their  idols.  Drus. — The  prophet  appears  to  demand  vengeance  through 
teal ;  but  it  is  only  a  prediction.  C. 

Vek.  15.  G algal :  li  heaped  together."  II. — When  they  erected  profane  altars 
here,  I  could  syaro  them  no  longer.  C. — No  more,  so  as  to  suffer  them  to  pass 
unpunished.  H. — He  afterwards  restored  them  to  favour.  Chap.  i.  10,  and  iL  14. 
C. — At  Galgal  they  rejected  the  Lord's  spiritual  and  temporal  dominion.  M. 

Ver.  16.    Dried  up.    They  are  compared  to  a  vine.  Chap.  x.  1.  C. 

ClIAP.  X.  Ver.  1.  Branches.  Sept.  "  Wood."  Sym.  This  is  all :  it  yields 
no  fruit.  Prot.  "empty."  H. — Heb.  "plucked."  The  grapes  are  taken  away,  as 
the  Israelites  were  ;  though  they  boasted  of  their  numbers.  Chap.  ix.  16.  They 
r,ro  often  compared  to  a  vine,  the  symbol  of  fecundity.  Isa.  v.  3;  Psal.  cxxvil.  3. 
C. — Tho  greater  benefits  of  God  enhanced  their  ingratitude.  W. — On  every  noted 
hill  (H.j  profane  altars  were  erected. 

Ver.  2.    Divided  between  the  Lord  and  idols.  3  Kings  xviii.  21.  C. 

Ver.  3.  No  k%vg.  in  captivity;  or  they  give  this  title  to  the  golden  calf, 
ilaoahein  had  des'j-oy  <]  one,  so  that  they  could  not  but  see  its  vanity.  The  neigh- 
bouring nafoni  looked  upon  their  idols  as  their  kings. 

Ver.  4.  Covenant  with  Phul,  who  seeks  only  your  destruction.  4  Kings  xv. 
16.  C— Bitterness.    Heb.  "poison,"  (II.)  or  a  bitter  herb.  C. 

Ver.  5.  The  kine  of  Bethaven.  The  golden  calves  of  Jeroboam,  (Ch.)  onoof 
ifhicb  'K.^  was  set  up  at  Bethel.  W.— Rejoiced.  If  (CO  we  substitute  i  for  g, 
in  iffi/v.  (H.)  we  may  give  a  good  sense  to  tho  Hob.  "The  people  shouting,  or 
s  rfct'-k,  ("hamarim,)  have  been  in  sorrow,  becafiv  their  glory  is  taken  from 
ifcfwi  "  t»  :he  idol  is  called  PsaL  c».  20.  O 


Ver.  6.  Itself  also  is  carried,  &cc.  One  of  the  golden  calvee  was  given  by 
king  Manahem  to  Phul,  king  of  the  Assyrians,  to  engage  him  to  stand  by  him. 
Ch. — Avenging.  Chap.  v.  13. —  Will,  or  expectation  of  aid.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Us,  as  the  Jews  would  do  at  the  last  siege,  and  1  inn  ere  before  the 
day  of  judgment.  Luko  xxiii.  30;  Apoc.  vi.  16.  Too  happy,  if  they  could  by  a 
speedy  death  escape  eternal  torments !  C 

Ver.  0.  Gabaa.  Sept.  "high  places;"  or  he  alludes  to  the  brutality  of  the 
citizens.  Judg.  xx.  13. — Stood.  Those  of  Gabaa  were  speedily  punished  by  the 
other  tribes.  Now,  all  are  perverse.  At  that  time  one  tribe  was  guilty,  and  yet 
some  were  spared;  but  all  Israel  shall  be  now  led  into  captivity.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Their  two  iniquities.  Their  two  calves  (Ch.);  or  because  they 
have  abandoned  God,  and  followed  idols.  Jer.  ii.  13. 

Ver.  11.  Neck.  I  will  confine  her  to  harder  labour.  While  the  oxen  tread 
out  corn,  they  may  eat.  Deut.  xxv.  4 — Himself.  Juda  shall  be  chastised  after 
the  ten  tribes ;  so  that  none  of  my  people  shall  escape. 

Ver.  12.  Mouth.  Heb.  "  in  proportion  to  (C.)  your  piety."  Sept.  "  gather 
a  vintage  of  the  fruit  of  life."  H. — Ground.  Reform  your  conduct.  C. — Justice, 
when  Christ  shall  appear,  the  source  of  all  our  grace  and  justice.  S.  Jer.,  4c  C. 

Ver.  13.  Ploughed.  Sept,  "  Why  have  you  concealed  impiety,"  refusing  to 
confess?  H. — Iniquity,  or  punishment. — Lying.  Your  hopes  are  frustrated,  and 
no  fruit  is  seen.  C. — M'ays:  idols.  S.  Jer. 

Vbr.  14.  Tumult.  Heb.  ssaun  ;  the  din  of  war,  (H.)  or  cry  of  soldiers.  C 
— Salmana,  king  of  the  Madianites,  was  destroyed  by  the  house;  that  is,  by  toe 
followers  of  him  that  judgeth  Baal ;  that  is,  of  Gedeon,  who  threw  down  the 
altar  of  Baal,  and  was  therefore  called  Jerobaal.  See  Judg.  vi,  and  viiL  Ch. — OJ 
him.  Sept.  Rom.  "  of  Jeroboam."  But  S.  Jer.,  &c.  huve,  Jerobaal.  Thoodorot, 
"  in  the  house  of  Arbeel."    Heb.  "  as  Salmana  ruined  the  house  of  Arbelfl." 

Ver.  15.  Bethel.  This  place,  defiled  by  an  idol,  shall  be  the  scene  of  your 
misery.  Sept  "  So  I  will  treat  you,  O  house  of  Israel,"  *C,  (H. )  which  is  not  in 
Heb.,  (Si  Jer.,)  but  seems  as  good.  H. 

CHAP.  XI.  Vbr.  1.  Away,  The  last  kings  of  Israel  lived  in  the  midst  or 
troubles.  H. — Osee,  though  ono  of  the  best,  brougnt  nun  on  the  nation.  C. — 
Son  :  Israel.    Bnt  as  the  calling  of  Israai  out  of  Egypt  was  a  figure  of  tha  calling 
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Chap  XI. 


OSEE. 


Chap.  XII. 


AS  the  morning  passeth,  so  hath  the  king  of  Israel 
passed  away.    Because  Israel  was  a  child,  and  *I 
loved  him  :  and  I  called  my  son  out  of  Egypt. 

2  As  they  called  them,  they  went  away  from  before 
their  face:  they  offered  victims  to  Baalim,  and  sacrificed 
to  idols, 

3  And  I  was  like  a  foster-mther  to  Ephraim,  I  carried 
them  in  my  arms  :  and  they  knew  not  that  I  healed  them. 

4  I  will  draw  them  with  the  cords  of  Adam,  with  the 
bands  of  love :  and  I  will  be  to  them  as  one  that  taketh 
off'  the  yoke  on  their  jaws :  and  I  put  his  meat  to  him, 
that  he  might  eat. 

5  He  shall  not  return  into  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  the 
Assyrian  shall  be  his  king:  because  they  would  not  be 
converted. 

6  Th"  sword  hath  begun  in  his  cities,  and  it  shall  con- 
sume his  "hosen  men,  and  shall  devour  their  heads. 

7  And  my  people  shall  long  for  im  ;«tura  :  but  a  yoke 
shall  be  put  upon  them  together,  whichchall  not  be  taken  off. 

8  Plow  shall  I  deal  with  thee,  0  Ephraim,  shall  I  pro- 
tect thee,  O  Israel?  "how  shall  I  make  thee  as  Adama, 
shall  I  set  thee  as  Seboim  ?  my  heart  is  turned  within  me, 
my  repentance  is  stirred  up. 

9  I  will  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  my  wrath  :  I  will 
not  return  to  destroy  Ephraim :  because  1  am  God,  and 
not  man:  the  holy  one  :n  the  midst  of  thee,  and  I  will 
not  enter  into  the  citv. 

10  They  shall  walk  after  the  Lord,  he  shall  roar  as  a 
lion:  because  he  shall  roar,  and  the  children  of  the  sea 
shall  fear. 

11  And  they  shall  fly  away  like  a  bird  out  of  Egypt, 
and  like  a  dovr  out  of  the  land  of  the  Assyrians:  and  I 
will  place  then  in  their  own  houses,  saith  the  Lord. 

12  Ephraim  hath  compassed  me  about  with  denials. 


and  the  house  of  Israel  with  deceit ;  but  Juda  went  down 
as  a  witness  w'th  God,  and  is  faithful  with  the  saints. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Israel  to  >  eproved  for  sin.    God's  favour*  to  them. 

EPHRAIM  feedeth  on  the  wind,  and  followeth  the 
burning  heat :  all  the  day  long  he  multiplied  lies  and 
desolation :  and  he  hath  made  a  covenant  with  the  Assy- 
rians, and  carried  oil  into  Egypt. 

2  Therefore  there  is  a  judgment  of  the  Lord  with  Juda. 
and  a  visitation  for  Jacob ;  he  will  render  to  him  accord- 
ing to  his  ways,  and  according  to  his  devices, 

3  cIn  the  womb  he  supplanted  his  brother:  and  by  Ins 
strength  he  had  success  with  an  ano-el. 

4  And  he  prevailed  over  the  angel,  and  was  strength- 
ened :  lie  wept,  and  made  supplication  to  him :  he  found 
him  in  Bethel,  and  there  he  spoke  with  us. 

5  Even  the  Lord  God  of  hosts,  the  Lord  is  his  memo- 
rial. 

6  Therefore  turn  thou  to  thy  God :  keep  mercy  and 
judgment,  and  hope  in  thy  God  always. 

7  He  is  like  Chanaan,  there  is  a  deceitful  balance  in  hi? 
hand,  he  hath  loved  oppression. 

8  And  Ephraim  said :  But  yet  I  am  become  rich,  1 
have  found  me  an  idol :  all  my  labours  shall  not  find  me 
the  iniquity  that  I  have  committed. 

9  And  I  that  am  the  Lord,  thy  God,  from  the  land  ol 
Egypt,  will  yet  cause  thee  to  dwell  in  tabernacles,  as  in 
the  days  of  the  feast. 

10  And  I  have  spoken  by  the  prophets,  and  I  have 
j  multiplied  visions,  and  I  have  used  similitudes  b*  the 

ministry  of  the  prophets. 
I      11  If  Galaad  be  an  idol,  then  in  vain  were  they  in 
Galgal  offering  sacrifices  with  bullocks :  for  their  altars 
also  are  as  heaps  in  the  furrows  of  the  field. 


»  Man.  ii.  15.— 1>  Gen.  xix.  24. 


c  Gtn.  xxv.  25.  and  xxxif.  24. 


i'f  Christ  from  thence ;  therefore  this  text  is  also  applicable  to  Christ,  as  we  learn 
from  S.  Mitt.  H.  15.  Cb.— This  is  literally  spoken  of  Israel,  (styled  God's  sod, 
Exod.  iv  '23,)  end  mystically,  (VT.  j  though  no  less  (H.)  truly,  of  Jesus  Christ,  as 
the  inspire*!  evangelist  shows.  W. 

Vek.  2.  Thry  called:  viz.  Moses  and  Aanm  called;  but  they  went  awav 
after  tlier  gods,  and  would  not  hear.  Ch.— Sept.  "As  I  called  them  back,  (or 
refciteulj  ;  pSTtKaXtirra.  Grabe  has,  '  ho  called  ;'  meaning  any  of  God's  ministers.) 
sr  they  rushed  away  from  tny  presence."  H.— This  sense  appears  preferable  to  the 
Huo.  C. 

Ver.  3.    Healed  them.    My  laws  were  designed  to  counteract  idolatry.  H. — 
1  ueated  them  with  the  uitnost  tenderness.  Dent.  i.  31,  and  xxsii.  11. 

Vkr.  4.  Adnm.  I  placed  my  people  in  a  soit  of  paradise,  (C.)  like  the  first 
man;  and  as  they  have  imitated  him,  they  shall  suffer  accordingly.  Rufln.  Haimo. 
-  But  Sept.,  &c.  render,  "of  a  man."  They  shall  he  treated  like  the  rest.  C. — 
Grace  draws  man  by  sweet  means.  I  lis  rYee-will  is  not  destroyed,  nor  is  he  im- 
pelled, like  beasts,  by  force  or  fear,  (W.)  though  the  latter  is  often  used  for  the 
mofct  salutary  purposes. —  Yoke,  or  muzzle,  which  prevents  them  from  eating,  h. 
—1  furnish  them  with  manna.  Can  it  be  suspected  thut  I  wish  to  oupress  i 
them!  C 

Ver.  5.  Egypt.  Many  went,  contrary  to  this  prohibition.  H.— Yet  they  did 
itOt  prosper,  as  they  expected. 

Ver.  6.  Head*.  Heb.  "counsellors."  Civil  war  desolated  the  kin-Mom. 
u!kd  made  way  for  the  Assyrians.  Sept.  "  they  arc  devoured  on  account  of  tht> 
project-."  C." 

Vkr.  7.  Off,  for  a  long  time ;  and  Indeed  Israel  never  recovered  its  former 
siate  after  the  captivity.  H.— Then  they  became  more  docile. 

Ver.  8.  Adama,  tec  Adama  and  SehoHn  were  two  cities  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sodom,  and  underwent  the  like  destruction.  Ch. 

Ver.  I).  Sol  man.  I  am  not  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  revenge,  nor  do  I  fear 
lest  my  enemy  escape.  C. —  I  punish  in  order  to  reclaim,  (S.  Jer..  i  and  reserve 
eternal  vengeance  only  fur  those  who  die  impenitent. — Holy  one.  If  there  be  one 
jnet  man  in  Israel,  I  will  spare  the  nation  (Gen.  xviii.  3*2) ;  or  there  are  some 
just,  liko  Tobias,  and  therefore  a  part  shall  be  reserved;  or,  (C.)  I  am  the  just 
;ri.)  God.  S.Jer. 

Ver.  10.    Lion,    His  power  is  most  terrible,  and  his  oommands  niu>t  be 
obeyed.  C. — All  nations  sliail  permit  the  return  of  Israel.  H 
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Ver.  12.  Denials;  refusing  to  adhere  to  my  worship.  H. — They  wished  tc 
unite  it  with  that  of  idols.  3  Kings  xviii.  C. — Saint*.  The  priests  nnd  temple  an 
preserved  in  Juda.  Ezechias  brought  the  people  to  serve  God  faithfully,  while 
Israel  was  led  captive.  .Sept.  "  the  house  of  Israel  and  Juda  with  impiety,  flow 
God  hath  known  them  lovingly,  and  it  shall  be  called  the  holy  people  of  God.' 
Thus  both  kingdoms  were  criminal,  and  God  exercised  his  mercy  towards  both.  11 

CHAP.  XII.  Ver.  1.  On.  Lit.  the  wind.  H.— To  trmt  in  men  is  no  lett 
Tain.  W.— Sept.  -'Ephraim  is  an  evil  spirit,"  Scc.—  H/at.  Heb.  •'eastern  o' 
burning  wind."  II. — Manahem  attempted  to  engage  Egypt  on  his  side,  but  he  wa» 
frustrated  in  his  hopes,  i4  Kings  XV.  S.  Jer., j  us  Osee  was  likewise;  to  which 
king  the  sense  conducts  us  better.  Chap.  xiii.  16.—  OH.  That  of  Palestine  wju- 
xery  excellent.  Ezec  xxvii.  17. 

V'SK.  2.  Judgment.  Heb.  "trial."  What  follows  refers  to  all  the  people. 
T.'Losfc  impiety  Is  contrasted  with  Jacob's  virtue. 

Ver.  3.    Brother  Esau,  thus  foreshowing  what  would  happen.  Gen.  xxv. 

Ver.  4.  Wept,  tept-  "they  wept,  and  besought  int."  Other  interpreter* 
agree  with  the  Vu\%.—Iiethaven  was  the  name  of  Bethel,  among  the  pious  Jews, 
in  the  days  of  Osee.  H. 

Ver.  5.  Memorial,  and  the  object  o*"  worship;  or  this  great  Jehovah  spoke  lo 
Jacob. 

Ver.  7.  Chanaan.  The  Phoenicians  were  so  called,  and  all  ruerchants.  Her-- 
the  title  is  given  reproachfully  (C.)  to  till  the  posterity  of  Jacob.  II.— Thus  Home 
is  styled  Babylon. 

Ver.  8.    Idol.    Heb.  also,  "vanity."    Riches  are  vain,  and  lead  to  idolat-> 
when  people  place  their  affections  on  them.  Matt.  xiii.  -22 ;  Eph.  v.  5.—  Com- 
mitted.   I  am  conscious  of  no  injustice.  C. —  Vet  he  had  used  a  aeeettfui  l>;.lani  i 
and  his  judgment  is  equally  perverse*  II. 

Ver.  D.  Egypt,  At  Sinai  the  covenant  between  God  and  Israel  was  chiefiv 
ratified.  The  former  ceased  not  to  perform  the  conditions,  but  the  latter  repair 
him  with  ingratitude. 

Vrr.  It).  Prophets.  They  have  rep- "sen ted  m6  «.  it  were  under  visilh 
forms,  that  you  cannot  plead  ignorance.  The  prophetl  prefigured  Christ,  the  end 
of  the-  law,  xc.  C. 

Vkr.  11.  Idol.  That  is,  if  Galaad,  vrth  all  ;»a  idols  and  sacri6ce«.  be  like  r 
mere  idol  itself,  being  brought  to  nothing  by  Thegiathphalassar,  ho*  '-ain  b  It  'a 
axpeot  that  the  idols  worshipped  in  Galfral  shall  be  of  illiy  service  to  ihe  tribes  that 


Chap.  XIII. 


OSER 


Chap.  XIV. 


12  'Jacob  fled  into  the  country  of  Syria,  and  Israel 
served  for  a  wife,  and  was  a  keeper  for  a  wife. 

13  bBut  the  Lord,  by  a  prophet,  brought  Israel  out  of 
Egypt :  and  he  was  preserved  by  a  prophet. 

14  Ephraim  hath  provoked  me  to  wrath  with  his  bit- 
terness, and  his  blood  shall  come  upon  him,  and  his  Lord 
will  render  his  reproach  unto  him. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

The  judgment*  of  God  upon  Israel  for  their  sins.    Christ  shell  one  day 

redeem  them. 

WHEN  Ephraim  spoke,  a  horror  seized  Israel:  and 
he  sinned  in  Baal,  and  died. 

2  And  now  they  have  sinned  more  and  more:  and 
they  have  made  to  themselves  a  molten  thing  of  their 
silver,  as  the  likeness  of  idols,  the  whole  is  the  work  of 
craftsmen:  to  these  they  say:  Sacrifice  men,  ye  that 

adore  calves. 

3  Therefore  they  shall  be  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as 
the  early  dew  that  passeth  away,  as  the  dust  that  is  driven 
with  a  whirlwind  out  of  the  floor,  and  as  the  smoke  out 

of  the  chinmej. 

4  cBut  I  am  the  Lord,  thy  God,  from  the  land  of 


thee  in  all  thy  cities :  and  thy  judges,  of  whom  thou 
saidst:  "Give  me  kings  and  princes. 

11  I  will  give  thee  a  king  in  my  wrath,  and  will  tuke 
him  away  in  my  indignation. 

12  The  iniquity  of  Ephraim  is  bound  up,  his  sin  is 

hidden. 

13  The  sorrows  of  a  woman  in  labour  shall  come  upon 
him,  he  is  an  unwise  son :  for  now  he  shall  r.:»t  stand  in 
the  breach  of  the  children. 

14  I  will  deliver  them  out  of  the  hand  of  death.  1 
will  redeem  them  from  death:  *0  death,  I  will  be  thy 
death,  0  hell,  1  will  be  thy  bite:  comfort  is  hidden  fron 
my  eyes, 

15  Because  he  shall  make  a  separation  between  bro- 
thers:  'the  Lord  will  bring  a  burning  wind  that  shall  rise 
from  the  desert:  and  it  shall  dry  up  his  springs,  and  shall 
make  his  fountain  desolate,  and  he  shall  carry  oil"  the  trea 
sure  of  every  desirable  vessel. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Samaria  shall  be  destroyed.    An  exhortation  to  repentance    God's  favour^ 

through  Christ,  to  the  penitent. 

~I~  ET  Samaria  perish,  because  she  hath  stirred  up  her 


Egypt:  and  thou  shalt  know  no  God  but  me,  and  there    l_J  God  to  bitterness  :  let  them  perish  by  the  sword,  lei 


is  no  saviour  beside  me. 

5  I  knew  thee  in  the  desert,  m  the  land  of  the  wilder- 
ness. 

6  According  to  their  pastures  they  were  filled,  and 
were  made  full :  and  they  lifted  up  their  heart,  and  have 
forgotten  me. 

7  And  I  will  be  to  them  as  a  lioness,  as  a  leopard  in 

the  way  of  the  Assyrians. 

8  I  will  meet  them  as  a  bear  that  is  robbed  of  her 
whelps,  and  I  will  rend  the  inner  parts  of  their  liver:  and 
I  will  devour  them  there  as  a  lion,  the  beast  of  the  field 

shall  tear  them. 

9  Destruction  is  thy  own,  0  Israel :  thy  help  is  only 

in  me.  — .  .  ^■jafpjrt^fr1  ■  •  .  . 

10  Where  is  thy  king?  now  especially  let  him  save 

•  Gen.  XXVffL  5. — b  Exod.  xir.  21,  and  22.— B  Isa.  xliii.  11. 

remain.  Ch. — Heaps  of  stones.  They  are  in  ruins,  or  very  numerous  (C)  :  yet 
have  not  secured  the  country.  H. 

Tbh.  12.  Jacob.  The  history  of  the  patriarch,  and  of  his  posterity,  serves  to 
place  the  ingratitude  of  the  people  in  the  clearest  light.  W. 

Ver.  13.  Prophet.  Josuo  put  the  people  in  possession  of  the  country,  and 
offered  sacrifice  at  Galgal,  where  the  rite  of  circumcision  was  performed.  C. 

CHAP.  XIII.  Ver.  1.  Spoke.  When  Jeroboam  proposed  to  erect  the  golden 
calves,  people  were  seized  with  horror;  yet  they  consented,  and  soon  after  Baal 
and  other  idols  were  worshipped.  \V*. 

Ver.  2.  Calves.  A  cutting  reproach  !  Those  who  could  stoop  to  adore  a  calf, 
might  be  so  blind  as  to  sacrifice  men  !  Heb.  u  sacrifice,  ye  men  who,"  ic.  Jero- 
boam issues  this  edict.  C. — Sept.  M  immolate  men  ;  calves  are  wanting."  H. 

Ver.  3.  Away.  Chap.  vi.  4. — Chimney,  or  hole,  at  the  side  or  top  of  the 
room.  C. 

Ver.  6.    Pastures:  the  more  they  were  indulged.  H.  Deut.  xxxii.  15. 

Ver.  8  Whelps ;  with  the  greatest  fury.  2  Kings  xvii.  8.— inner.  Heb. 
"what  encloses  the  heart;"  or,  I  will  break  their  hard  heart.  C. 

Ver.  9.  Own.  Evils  are  brought  on  by  the  sins  of  men,  which  God  does  not 
cause.  W. — Sept.  "  who  will  aid  to  prevent  thy  perdition.  O  Israel."  II. 

Ver.  10.  Pr'vces.  It  was  on  this  pretext  that  a  king  was  demanded.  1  Kings 
✓iii.  20.    Will  any  now  save  you  ?  M. 

Ver.  21.  King;  Saul,  Jeroboam,  or  the  Assyrian. — Away.  Osee,  (C.)  so 
that  you  shall  have  no  more  kings  of  Israel.  H. — Sept.  alone  have,  "  1  took  (C.) 
or  had  him  \u,"  &c  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  13.  flim.  lie  shall  be  taken  when  he  least  expects  it.  His  fruit  shall 
come  forth.  Jer.  iv.  31.— Children.  He  shall  have  no  share  in  the  division  of  pro- 
perty, or  shaU  not  escape  when  the  father  shall  bring  his  children  to  an  account.  C. 

Veb.  14.  Death.  This  must  be  understood  of  eternal  misery,  from  which  the 
lott  are  preserved.    All  must  die.  and  many  suffered  a  violent  death  from  th* 
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their  little  ones  be  dashed,  and  let  the  women  with  child 
be  ript  up. 

2  Return,  0  Israel,  to  the  Lord,  thy  God; 
hast  fallen  down  by  thy  iniquity. 

3  Take  with  you  words,  and  return  to  the  Lord,  and 
say  to  him  :  Take  away  all  iniquity,  and  receive  the  good  : 
and  we  will  render  the  calves  of  our  lips. 

4  Assyria  shall  not  save  us,  we  will  not  ride  upon 
horses,  neither  will  we  say  any  more:  The  works  of  our 
hands  arc  our  gods  :  for  thou  wilt  have  mercy  on  the 
fatherless  that  is  in  thee. 

5  I  will  heal  their  breaches,  I  will  love  them  freely : 
for  my  wrath  is  turned  away  from  them. 

6  I  will  be  as  the  dew,  Israel  shall  spring  as  the  lily, 
and  his  root  shall  shoot  forth  as  that  of  Libanus. 


a  1  King*  viiL  5.— •  1  Cor.  xv.  51 ;  Heb.  ii.  14.— <  Ewe.  xix.  12. 


Assyrians.  W.— After  denouncing  the  severest  judgments,  the  prophet  promises 
redress  and  a  sort  of  resurrection,  wliich  was  a  figure  of  the  real  suffering*'  and 
rising  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  apostle  applies  this  text  to  him,  but  follows  ml  the 
Ileb.  or  Sept.  1  Cor.  xv.  55.  C—  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  i-ictory.  O  death, 
where  is  thy  victory*  O  death,  where  i*  thy  sting  J— Eyes.  I  can  find  no  con- 
solation, (S.  Jer.,)  because  the  people  cause  dissension  by  their  perseverance  in 
evil.  Heb.  afso,  "  repentance,"  Stc  I  will  utterly  destroy  Ephratm  ;  or  rather, 
"vengeance  .  .  because  he  shall  flourish,"  &c.  If  Ephraim  would  repent,  this 
should  not  take  place ;  but  now,  the  Lord  will  bring  Salmauasar,  a  burning  wind. 
Ver.  15.  C. 

Vek.  15.  Spring*  of  deatli ;  or  the  sins  which  Christ,  born  of  a  virgin,  shall 
destroy,  and  liberate  the  easels  of  election  from  hell.  S.  Jer.  H. 

CHAP.  XIV.  Vek.  1.  Perish,  because  she  hath  stirred  up  her  God  to  bit- 
terness. It  is  not  a  curse  or  imprecation,  but  a  prophecy  uf  what  should  come  tc 
pass  (Ch.)  to  Israel,  in  Assyria.  Many  such  expressions  occur.  Psal.  Ixvu.  25. 
&c.  S.  Jer.— Sometime*  they  are  the  effects  of  zeal,  conformable  to  Divine  justice 
Psal.  cxl.  6.  W.— Heb.  "Samaria  has  sinned,  or  shall  polish ."  C— Bitterness 
Sept  "she  hath  resisted  her  God."  H. 

Ver.  3.  Words.  In  captivity,  legal  victims  cannot  be  offered.  C. — But  6 
contrite  heart  is  alwavs  acceptable.  Psal.  I. — Good,    "^hile  engaged  'n  sin,  (  H.) 


nan  offer  thee  nothing 


good." — Calves:  victims      praise.  S.  Jer. — Heb. 


whil* 
the  triit 


pnm.  Sept.  omit  m,  (H.)  and  render  fruit.  They  aro  mllowed  by  the  Arab,  anri 
Syr.,  as  well  as  by  the  apostle.  Heb.  xiii.  15.  C. 

Ver.  4.    Gods.    The  Assyrians,  instead  of  protecting,  oppress  us; 
Egypt,  famous  for  horses,  sits  unconcerned.  C. — In  thee:  adheres  to 
faith  in  practice.  H. 

Vkr.  6.  Breaches,  when  Israel  shall  be  converted,  as  some  were  to  Christ 
and  many  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  world.  W.— Heb.  "their  return."  Rej* 
"  dwelling."    Thev  nhall  he  nitrified. 


Chap.  XIV 


OSEE. 


Chap.  XIV. 


7  His  branches  shall  spread,  and  his  glory  shall  be  as 
the  olive-tree :  and  his  smell  as  that  of  Libanus. 

8  They  shall  be  converted,  that  sit  under  his  shadow : 
they  shall  live  upon  wheat,  and  they  shall  blossom  as  a 
vine  :  his  memorial  shall  be  as  the  wine  of  Libanus. 

9  Ephraim  shall  say,  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with 

Ver.  G.  Dine.  Israel  has  been  like  a  plant  dried  up.  Chap.  xiii.  lft. —  Liba- 
nun.    The  cedars  were  tall  anil  bulky,  being  well  rooted. 

Ver.  7.    Glory.    Sept.  "  he  shall  bo  as  fruitful  as  the  olive-tree." 

Ver.  8.  Hit.  This  may  refer  to  the  tree,  or  to  God.  The  captives  shall  re- 
turn, and  he  happy.  But  in  a  more  sublime  sense  it  refers  to  the  nations  whiob 
*h^l!  embrace  the  gospel. 


idols?  I  will  hear  him,  and  I  will  make  him  flourish  like 
a  green  fir-tree :  from  me  is  thy  fruit  found. 

10  Who  is  wise,  and  he  shall  understand  these  things? 
prudent,  and  he  shall  know  these  things  ?  for  the  ways  oi 
the  Lord  are  right,  and  the  just  shall  walk  in  them ;  bill 
the  transgressors  shall  fall  in  them. 

Ver.  9.  Idols'!  or  God  will  no  more  reproach  them,  as  their  conversion  it 
sincere.— Make.    Heb.  "  be  to  him  like."  Sec.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Wise*  This  denotes  the  obscurity  of  the  prophecy.  Thcod. — W< 
human  wit  can  explain  the  prophets ;  yet  the  just  shall  understand  as  much  at 
shall  be  necessary.  S.  Jer.  S.  Aug.  dc  Civ.  Dei,  xviii.  28.  W 


THE 

PEOPHECY  OF  JOEL, 


Jobl,  whose  name,  according  to 
Juda  as  0>ee  did  in  the 
repentance ;  and  comfor 
hundred  and  twenty  faithful  assembled 
chiefly  of  the  kingdom  of  Juda,  and 
he  lived  in  that  order  of  time.  W.— 

paints  every  thiug  with  great  force  and  beauty  of  fftyleTC 

CHAPTEE  I. 

Trie  prophet  describes  the  judgments  that  shall/all  upon  the  people^  and  invites 

them  to  fasting  and  prayer. 

rTIHE  'word  of  the  Lord,  that  came  to  Joel,  the  son  of 
JL  Fhatuel. 

2  Hear  this,  ye  old  men,  and  give  ear,  all  ye  inhabit- 
ants of  the  land  :  did  this  ever  happen  in  your  "days,  or  in 
the  davs  ofvour  fathers? 

3  Tell  ye  of  this  to  your  children,  and  let  your  children 
tell  their  children,  and  their  children  to  another  genera- 
tion. 

4  That  which  the  palmer-worm  hath  left,  the  locust 
hath  eaten :  and  that  which  the  locust  hath  left,  the 
bruchus  hath  eaten :  and  that  which  the  bruchus  hath  left,  | 
the  mildew  hath  destroyed. 

5  Awake,  ye  that  are  drunk,  and  weep,  and  mourn,  all 
ye  that  take  delight  in  drinking  sweet  wine :  for  it  is  cut 
off  irom  your  mouth. 

6  For  a  nation  is  come  up  upon  my  land,  strong  and 
without  number:  his  teeth  are  like  the  teeth 'of  a  lion : 
and  his  cheek-teeth  as  of  a  lion's  whelp. 

7  He  hath  laid  my  vineyard  waste,  and  hath  pilled  off 
the  hark  of  my  fig-tree :  he  hath  stripped  it  bare,  and  cast 
it  away  :  the  branches  thereof  are  made  white. 

•  A.  M.  circiter  3201.  A.  C.  SOO. 


about  the  same  time  in  the  kingdom  o: 
for  their  sins;  earnestly  exhort*  them  to 
own  of  his  Holy  Spirit  (Ch.)  upon  fha 


8  Lament  like  a  virgin  girded  with  sackcloth  for  the 
husband  of  her  youth. 

9  Sacrifice  and  libation  is  cut  off  from  the  house  of  the 
Lord  :  the  priests,  the  Lord's  ministers,  have  mourned  : 

10  The  country  is  destroyed,  the  ground  hath  mourned : 

for  the  corn  is  wasted,  the  wine  is  confounded,  the  oil  hath 
languished. 

11  The  husbandmen  are  ashamed,  the  vine-dressers 
have  howled  for  the  wheat,  and  for  the  barley,  because  the 
harvest  of  the  field  is  perished. 

12  The  vineyard  is  confounded,  and  the  fig-tree  hath 
languished  :  the  pomegranate-tree,  and  the  palm-tree,  and 
the  apple-tree,  and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  are  withered : 
because  joy  is  withdrawn  from  the  children  of  men. 

13  Gird  yourselves,  and  lament,  0  ye  priests,  howl,  ye 
ministers  of  the  altars:  go  in.  lie  in  sackcloth,  ye  ministers 
of  my  God  :  because  sacrifice  and  libation  is  cut  off  from 
the  house  of  your  God. 

14  "Sanctify  ye  a  fast,  call  an  assembly,  gather  together 
the  ancients,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  the  house 
of  your  God  :  and  cry  ye  to  the  Lord  : 

15  Ah,  ah,  ah,  for  the  day:  because  the  day  of  the 
Lord  is  at  hand,  and  it  shall  come  like  destruction  from 
the  mighty. 

*  Infra,  ii.  IS. 


CHAP.  I.  Ver.  L  PhatveL  Sept  "Bathuel."  He  was  born  in  the  tribe 
oi  Gad,  at  Bethaven,  the  town  which  Herod  styled  Li  via*.  Jos.  xiii.  27.  C. 

Vbk.  2.  Men.  Magistrates,  and  all  who  have  children.  H.— He  speaks  to 
Juda,  as  the  kingdom  of  Israel  was  ruined.  Chap.  hi.  2, 

Ver.  4.  Left,  &c.  Some  understand  this  literally  of  the  desolation  of  the  land 
by  these  insects;  others  understand  it  of  the  different  invasions  of  the  Chaldeans, 
Or  other  enemies.  Cli.— Jra-usalera  was  four  times  plundered  by  the  Bab\lonians, 
and  even-  time  worse  than  before,  as  these  four  sorts  of  destructive  thing*"  show. — 
Others  suppose  that  the  Assyrians,  Chaldeans,  Greeks,  (particularly  Epiphanes,) 
and  Romans,  are  meant  We  explain  it  simply  of  the  devastation  by  injects.  C. 
— Mildew.  Heb.  esil,  (H.)  is  often  rendered  *' a  locust,"  by  Sept  (chap.  ii.  2ft, 
*c.)  and  most  suppose  this  is  here  the  *ens«<.  The  mildew  destroys  corn  chieflv 
in  low  damp  sinum--**.  C. 
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1  er.  6.  Nation.  Some  understand  the  Assyrians  or  Chaldeans.  But  locusa 
are  here  styled  a  nation.  Prov.  xxx.  26-— Lion.  "Such  locusts  are  described,  Apoc 
ix.  8.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Youth,  whom  she  espoused  first  Such  are  more  tenderly  loved, 
particularly  where  polygamy  prevails.  C. 

Ver.  9.  Lord.  So  harvest  being  reaped,  the  fruits  could  not  be  paid.  Yet 
it  is  thought  that  what  was  requisite  for  sacrifice  would  b?  prscured  from  other 
countries.  C. 

Ver.  13.    Go  in  to  the  temple,  or  sleep  on  sackcloth.  Juoith  iv.  9.  C. 

v  br.  14.  Sanctify.  Appoint  (II.)  or  proclaim  a  general  fast,  as  was  usual  in 
such  emergencies.  3  Kings  xxi.  9,  and  2  Par.  xx.  3.  Fasting  and  other  good 
works  are  calculated  to  appease  God's  wrath.  W. 

Veb.  16.    God.    Now  can  bring  the  first-fruits.    All  appear  in  mourning. 


Chap.  11. 


JOEL. 


Ota*,  li^ 


16  Is  not  your  food  cut  off  before  your  eyes,  joy  and 
gladness  from  the  house  of  our  God  ? 

17  The  beasts  have  rotted  in  their  dung,  the  barns  are 
destroyed,  the  store-houses  are  broken  down  :  because  the 

corn  if  confounded.  .  . 

18  Why  did  the  beast  groan,  why  did  the  herds  ot 
aattle  low  1  because  there  is  no  pasture  for  them :  yea, 
and  the  flocks  of  sheep  are  perished. 

19  To  thee.  0  Lord,  will  I  cry:  because  fire  hath 
devoured  the  beautiful  places  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
flame  hath  burnt  all  the  trees  of  the  country. 

20  Yea.  and  the  beasts  of  the  field  have  looked  up  to 
thee,  as  a  garden  bed  that  thirsteth  after  rain,  for  the 
springs  of  waters  are  dried  up,  and  fire  hath  d  voured  the 
beautiful  places  of  the  'vildemess. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  prophet  foretells  the  fertile  day  of  the  Lord :  exhorts  sinners  to  a  sincere 
Aversion:  and  comforts  Go<Ts  people  with  promises  of  future  blessing* 
under  Christ. 

T>LOW  ye  the  trumpet  in  Sion,  sound  an  alarm  in  my 
19  holy  mountain,  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
tremble :  because  the  day  of  the  Lord  cometh,  because  it 

is  nigh  at  hand. 

2  A  day  of  darkness,  and  of  gloominess,  a  day  ol 
clouds  and  whirlwinds :  a  numerous  and  strong  people  as 
the  morning  spread  upon  the  mountains :  the  like  to  it 
hath  not  been  from  the  beginning,  nor  shall  be  after  it,  ( 
even  to  the  vears  of  generation  and  generation. 

3  Before  "the  face  thereof  a  devouring  fire,  and  behind 
it  a  burning  flame  :  the  land  is  like  a  garden  of  pleasure 
before  it,  and  behind  it  a  desolate  wilderness,  neither  is 
there  any  one  that  can  escape  it.  . 

4  The  appearance  of  them  is  as  the  appearance  of 
horses,  and  they  shall  run  like  horsemen. 

5  They  shall  leap  like  the  noise  of  chariots  upon  the 
tops  of  mountains,  like  the  noise  of  a  flame  of  a  fire  de- 
vouring the  stubble,  as  a  strong  people  prepared  to  battle. 

6  At  their  presence  the  people  shall  be  in  grievous 
pains :  all  faces  shall  be  made  like  a  kettle. 

7  They  shall  run  like  valiant  men :  like  men  of  war 
they  shall  scale  the  wall :  the  men  shall  march  even'  one 

•  Im.  xiii.  10;  Kmc.  ZXXH.  7;  Infra,  Hi.  IS;  Matt.  xxir.  20; 
Mark  xiii.  24  ;  Luke  xxi.  25. 


on  his  way,  and  they  shall  not  turn  aside:  from  their 

ranks. 

8  No  one  shall  press  upon  his  brother:  they  shall  walk 
every-  one  in  his  path :  yea,  and  they  shall  fall  through 
the  windows,  and  shall  take  no  harm. 

9  They  shall  enter  into  the  city  :  they  shall  run  upon 
the  wall,  they  shall  climb  up  the  houses,  they  shall  come 

in  at  the  windows,  as  a  thief. 

10  At  their  presence  the  earth  hath  trembled,  the 
heavens  are  moved:  'the  sun  and  moon  are  darkened, 
and  the  stars  have  withdrawn  their  shining. 

11  And  the  Lord  hnth  uttered  his  voice  before  the  face 
of  his  army  :  for  his  armies  are  exceedingly  great,  for  they 
are  strong,  and  execute  his  word :  bfor  the  day  of  the 
Lord  is  great  and  very  terrible :  and  who  can  stand  it? 

12  Now,  therefore,  saith  the  Lord:  Be  converted  to 
me  with  all  your  heart,  in  fasting,  and  in  weeping,  and 
mourning. 

13  And  rend  your  hearts,  and  not  your  garments,  and 
turn  to  the  Lord  your  God  :  cfor  he  is  gracious  and  mer- 
ciful, patient  and"  rich  in  mercy,  and  ready  to  repent  o< 
the  evil. 

14  "Who  knoweth  but  he  will  return,  and  forgive,  and 
leave  a  blessing  behind  him,  sacrifice  and  libation  to  the 

Lord  your  God  ? 

15  Blow  the  trumpet  in  Sion,  'sanctify  a  fast,  call  a 

solemn  assembly, 

16  Ga*her  together  the  people,  sanctify  the  church, 
assemble  ihe  ancients,  gather  together  the  little  ones,  and 
them  that  suck  at  the  breasts  :  let  the  bridegroom  go  fortn 
from  his  bed,  and  the  bride  out  of  her  bride-chamber. 

J  7  Between  the  porch  and  the  altar  the  priests,  the 
Lord's  ministers,  shall  weep,  and  shall  say:  Spare,  O 
Lord,  spare  thy  people:  and  give  not  thy  inheritance  to 
reproach,  that  the  heathens  should  rule  over  them.  Why 
should  they  say  among  the  nations:   Where  is  their 

God?  ,    i.   r    *       j  i  l 

IS  The  Lord  hath  been  zealous  for  his  land,  and  J'atb 

spared  his  people.  .     .  - 

19  And  the  Lord  answered,  and  said  to  his  people 
Behold  1  will  send  you  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil,  and  you 

*  Jer.xxx.  7;  Amo*  v.  18;  Soph.  i.  15.-*  Bid.IXXXT.fft  John  it.  2. 

t  John  Hi.  9.—*  Supra.  L  14. 


Vek.  17     Houses.   Ueb.momaruth.  Prot.  "barns,  (H.)  or  country-houses 
which  means  cabins  erected  for  the  season.  (Ruth  ii.  7.)  the  Magana  (C.)  or 
Vopalia  of  the  Africans.  S.  Jer.  pref.  Ainofc-Sept.  11  the  wtoe-pres**.  Wine 
and  com  wcrt  preserved  in  pits  carefully  covered  over.  Agg.  u.  20.    These  fell  to 
decay,  as  there  was  nothing  to  do  with  them.  .  . 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  1.  BUrw.  The  prophets  often  order,  to  signify  what  win 
take  place.  W.— The  people  were  gathered  by  the  Bound  of  trumpets.  The  danger 
from  the  locusts  was  imminent ;  and  all  are  exhorted  to  avert  it,  hy  praying  in  the 
temple,  Ac-IVwiM*  at  the  sound.  Amos  Hi.  6.  C.-Urd.  That  is,  the  time 
when  he  will  execute  justice  on  sinners,  (Ch.)  and  suffer  affliction  to  fall  upon 

them.  W.  Chap.  i.  15-  „     „    _     _  . 

Ver.  2.  Darkness.  This  implies  great  misery.  \er.  10.  C.—Pcoplc.  The 
Assyrians  or  Chaldeans.  Others  understand  all  this  of  the  army  of  locusts  laying 
waste  the  land.  Ch.— Morning;  unexpectedly,  (C.)  and  soon.  H. -No  human 
force  can  prevent  the  ravages  of  the  locusts.— Beginning*  in  Palestine.  Mosm 
savs  the  same:  but  speaks  of  Egypt.  Exod.  X.  14.  „n^-_j 

Vm  3  Flame.  They  destroy  all  by  their  bite.  Chap.  L  12.  C.  Theod.— 
PUwsure.    Heb.  »  Eden,"    So  luxuriant  was  Palestine.  n 

V  br.  7.   Hanks.    Locusts  march  like  a  regular  army.  Theod.— >  o  fortification 

»an  keep  ibem  out.  H.  _ 
Vek  8.    Brother     S.  Jerom  saw  a  cloud  of  them  m  Judea.    They  were  not 

(  a  fineer-nail's  breadth  from  each  other."  C— The  Arabs  discover  the  military 

art  in  3iem.  ilochart.— Windows.  They  eat  the  wood,  (H.)  and  the  windows  were 

simr-le  lattices  or  curtains.  C-Heb-  "they  fall  upon  the  sword,  and  shall  not  bo 

oart  **    Sep*.  "  consumed  or  filled."  H. — They  are  never  satisfied.  Theod. 


Ver.  10.  Shining.  The  cloud  of  locusts  intercepts  the  light ;  or.  people  m 
distress  think  all  nature  is  in  confusion.  S.  Jer.  Ezec  xxxii.;  Jer.  it.  £J.— Jne? 
frcnuentlv  occasion  a  famine  in  Ethiopia.  C. 

Ver.  11.    Voice;  thunder,  (H.)  or  the  noise  of  locusts.  Ver.  5.  C. 

Ver.  12.  Mourning,  for  moving  the  heart  to  repentance  these  externa: 
work*  are  requisite,  at  least  in  will :  if  they  be  wilfully  omitted,  it  is  a  sure  sign 
that  the  heart  is  not  moved.  S.  Jer.  "W. 

Ver.  13.  Garments,  as  was  customary  in  great  distress.  God  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  mere  external  proofs  of  repentance.  C— Eml.  Tie  will  forego  Ju> 
threats  if  we  do  penance.  S.  Jer.— He  punishes  unwillingly.  Isa.  xxviii.  U. 

Ver  14.  Who  knoweth.  Confidence  in  God  and  repentance  must  aceornpam 
pnjer.— JBfe«*lf ;  plentiful  crops,  so  that  the  usual  sacrifices  may  be  perfrn-med 

again.  Chap.  i.  9.  _ 
Ver.  15.    'Trumpet.    Thus  were  festivals  announced.  >am-  7. 
Ver.  16.    Sanctify.    Let  all  make  themselves  ready  to  appear. 
Ver.  17.    Altar  of  holocausts.    They  turned  towards  the  holy  place,  lymg 

prostrate.  1  Esd.  x.  1,  and  2  Mac.  x.  26.  C. 

Ver.  18.  Zealous.  Indignation  is  excited  when  a  person  perceives  any  t uofi 
contemned  which  he  loves.  So  God  resented  the  injuries  done .  maho^nslyuj  W 
Gentiles  towards  his  people;  though  he  often  punished  them  for  (heir  correct^ 
or  greater  merit.  W.-Iie  will  resent  the  blasphemies  uttered  by  infidel*  again* 
his  holv  name,  and  will  restore  fertility  to  the  land.  C. 

Ver.  19.  Nations.  This  did  not  uike  place  till  after  the  seventy  years  0*p- 
tivity,  nor  then  fully-  It  is  verified  In  true  believers,  and  af.er  death  in  the  glori 
of  the  saint*.  W  ^ 


Chap.  II. 


JOEL. 


Chai\  ill 


<liall  be  filled  with  them :  and  I  will  no  more  make  you 
+  reproach  among  the  nations. 

20  And  I  will  remove  far  off  from  you  the  northern 
enemy :  and  I  will  drive  him  into  a  land  impassable,  and 
desert,  with  his  face  towards  the  east  sea,  and  his  hinder 
part  towards  the  utmost  sea :  and  his  stench  shall  ascend, 
and  his  rottenness  shall  go  up,  because  he  hath  done 
proudly. 

21  Fear  not,  0  land,  be  glad,  and  rejoice :  for  the  Lord 
liath  done  great  things. 

22  Fear  not,  ye  beasts  of  the  fields :  for  the  beautiful 
places  of  the  wilderness  are  sprung,  for  the  tree  hath 
brought  forth  its  fruit,  the  fig-tree  and  the  vine  have 
yielded  their  strength. 

23  And  you,  0  children  of  Sion,  rejoice,  and  be  joyful 
in  the  Lord  your  God :  because  he  hath  given  you  a 
teacher  of  justice,  and  he  will  make  the  early  and  the 
latter  rain  to  come  down  to  you  as  in  the  beginning. 

.  24  And  the  floors  shall  be  filled  with  wheat,  and  the 
presses  shall  overflow  with  wine,  and  oil. 

25  And  1  will  restore  to  you  the  years  which  the  locust, 
una  the  bruchus,  and  the  mildew,  and  the  palmer  worm 
hath  eaten ;  my  great  host  which  I  sent  upon  you. 

26  And  you  shall  eat  in  plenty,  and  shall*  be  filled  : 
and  you  shall  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God,  who 
hath  done  wonders  with  you,  and  my  people  shall  not  be 
confounded  for  ever. 

27  And  you  shall  know  that  1  am  in  the  midst  of 
Israel:  and  1  am  the  Lord  your  God,  and  there  is  none 
besides ;  and  my  people  shall  not  be  confounded  for  ever. 

28  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  after  this,  'that  I  will 
pour  out  my  spirit  upon  all  flesh:  and  your  sons  and 
your  daughters  shall  prophesy  :  your  old  men  shall  dream 
dreams,  and  your  young  men  shall  see  visions. 

29  Moreover,  upon  my  servants  and  handmaids  in 
those  days  I  will  pour  forth  my  spirit. 

30  And  I  will  show  wonders  in  heaven;  and  in  earth, 
blood,  and  fire,  and  vapour  of  smoke. 

31  "The  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness,  and  the  | 
noon  into  blood  :  before  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  doth  come. 

32  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  cthat  every  one  that  shall 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  saved  ;  for  in 


■  Its.  xUt.  3  ;  Acu  IL  17. 


Ver.  20.  The  northern  enemy.  Some  understand  this  of  Holofcrnes  and  his 
inny,  others  of  the  locusts.  Ch.— Prot.  "  the  northern  army."  Heb.  may  denote 
(H.)  wind.  This  often  drives  away  locusts.  Those  here  spoken  of  were  drowned 
m  the  Mediterranean  and  Dead  Seas.  C— Proudly.  Hob.  "  great  things."  God, 
»r  the  locusts  are  meant. 

Vbr.  22.    Strength;  fruit,  as  formerly. 

Ver.  23.    Teacher;  Joel,  &c.,  or  rather  the  Messias.  John  i.  9;  Matt,  xxili.  6. 

Van.  2o.  Host.  God  could  have  hurled  his  thunderbolts,  or  mountains,  to 
destroy  all  mankind;  but  he  chooses  to  show  their  insi^ni6canco,  (C.)  bv  em- 
ploying the  vilest  insects,  which  they  cannot  withstand.  S.  Jer. 

Van.  28.  After.  From  this  verso  to  the  end,  tho  prophet  speaks  of  the  times 
succeeding  the  captivity,  and  more  ewpcciallv  of  tho  propagation  of  tho  "ospel 
The  enemies  of  God's  people  shall  be  destroyed,  (chap.  Ifi.  1,)  which  seems  to  refer 
to  Cambyses.  Ezoc.  xxxviii.  C— My  spirit.  This  plainly  foretells  the  coming  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Acts  ii.  W.— The  Jews  had  never  such  a  multitude  of  prophets 
after  the  captivity  as  the  Church  had.  1  Cor.  xiv.  2i. 

Vbr.  30.  Wonders.  Many  prodigies  preceded  the  persecution  of  Epiphaues, 
the  death  of  Christ,  the  ruin  of  the  temple,  and  more  will  be  seen  before  the  dav 
of  judgment  Though  we  cannot  prove  the  same  with  respect  to  Cambvses,  it  suf- 
fices that  the  people  wore  thrown  into  the  utmost  constcrnution,  (ver.  ±  II.)  wh«n 
oa  iVbad  the  building  of  the  temple,  (1  Esd.  iv.  6.)  and  designed  to  plunder  them. 
«^x«lnel  (xxxviii.  11)  speaks  of  the  same  event,  as  the  Jew*  assert. 


Mount  Sion,  and  in  Jerusalem  shall  be  salvation,  as  the 
Lord  bath  said,  and  in  the  residue  whom  the  Lord 
shall  call. 

CHAP.  III. 

The  Lord  shall  judge  all  nations  in  the  valley  of  Jcsaphat.  The  evils  thai 
shall  fall  upon  the  enemies  of  God's  i>eople:  his  blessing  upon  the  Church 
of  the  saxnU. 

TjlOR  behold  in  those  days,  and  in  that  time  when  I 
X  shall  bring  back  the  captivity  of  Juda,  and  Jeru- 
salem : 

2  I  will  gather  together  all  nations,  and  will  bring  them 
down  into  the  valley  of  Josaphat :  and  1  will  plead  with 
them  there  for  my  people,  and  for  my  inheritance,  Israel, 
whom  they  have  scattered  among  the  nations,  and  have 
parted  my  land. 

3  And  they  have  cast  lots  upon  my  people :  and  the 
boy  they  have  put  in  the  stews,  and  the  girl  they  have 
sold  for  wine,  that  they  might  drink. 

4  But  what  have  you  to  do  with  me,  0  Tvre,  and 
Sidon,  and  all  the  coast  of  the  Philistines?  will* you  re- 
venge yourselves  on  me?  and  if  you  revenge  yourselves 
on  me,  1  will  very  soon  return  you  a  recompense  upon 
your  own  head. 

5  For  you  have  taken  away  my  silver,  and  mv  jrold 
and  my  desirable  and  most  beautiful  things  yoVhavt 
carried  into  your  temples. 

6  And  the  children  of  Juda,  and  the  children  of  Jeru 
salem,  you  have  sold  to  the  children  of  the  Greeks,  that 
you  might  remove  them  far  off  from  their  own  country. 

7  Behold,  I  will  raise  them  up  out  of  the  place  wherein 
you  have  sold  them :  and  1  will  return  your  recompense 
upon  your  own  heads. 

8  And  I  will  sell  your  sons,  and  your  daughters,  by  the 
hands  of  the  children  of  Juda,  and  they  shall  sell  them  to 
the  Sabeans,  a  nation  tar  off',  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

9  Proclaim  ye  this  among  the  nations;  prepare  war, 
rouse  up  the  strong ;  let  them  come,  let  all  the  men  of 
war  come  up. 

10  Cut  your  plough-shares  into  swords,  and  youi 
spades  into  spears.    Let  the  weak  say  :  I  am  strong. 

1 1  Break  forth,  and  come,  all  ye  nations  from  round 
about,  and  gather  yourselves  together:  there  will  the 
Lord  cause  all  thy  strong  ones  to  fall  down. 

*  Supra,  U.  10  ;  Mait.  xxiv.  29;  Luke  xxL  S3  ;  Acu  ii.  10.—-  Rm.  x.  13. 


Vbr.  3..  Call  Amid  these  fears,  those  who  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  hava 
nothing  to  suffer.  Cambyses  could  not  execute  his  designs.  But  the  prophet  here 
alludes  stall  more  io  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles.  Acts  ii.  21 ;  Rom.  x  13  C 

CHAP  III.  Vbr.  1.  Sack.  The  people  were  just  returned  when  the  nation, 
around  full  upon  them,  and  wero  miraculously  defeated.  Tbood 

rKflVfR.'  Septet:"  the  judgment  of  the  Lord,"  (H.)  marks  the  place  where 
the  Judge  will  sit,  on  the  east  of  Jerusalem,  between  the  temple  and  Olivet,  whence 
our  Lord  ascended  into  heaven.  W.— There  also  ho  had  been  seized  and  treatec 
contumehously.  H.  But  many  of  the  Fathers  a^ert  that  the  whole  world  will  bt 
the  scene  of  judgment,  and  the  6rst  author  who  determines  the  situation  of  Jota- 
PMtjto  one  in  the  works  of  V.  Bode.  Here  it  mav  deuote  the  great  plain  rsach- 
uig  from  Carmel  to  tho  Jordan,  whero  tho  army  of  Cainbysc*  perished  with  iu 
chief-    People  of  almost  all  nations  were  there.  Ezec,  xxxviii. 

\  er.  4.  Me.  These  cities  and  nations  hiid  rejoiced  at  tho  rain  of  the  Jew/ 
Lzec.  xxv.  C  —  Coast.    Sopt.  ''Galiloc  of  strangers."  H. 

Vbr.  5.  Temples,  or  palaces.  The  Chaldean*  had  done  so.  and  peruana  bar 
sold  some  to  others.  1  1 

\  br.  7.    Them,  particularly  under  Hystaspw  and  Artaxcrxe*. 
^  er.  8.    Sabeans  ;  probablv  at  the  bottom  of  Arabia  C. 
\br.  9.     Prepare.    Lit.  "sanctify."  H. — God  sends  Cfunbywa  U  cWn»f 
EfiFpt    His  turn  will  then  come. 

Vmu  11.    Dmi.    Many  pershed  in  Egypt,  the  rest  in  Jadea.  Ver.  %. 


Chap.  III. 

12  Let  them  arise,  and  let  the  nations  come  up  into 
the  valley  of  Josaphat :  for  there  I  will  sit  to  judge  all  na- 
tions round  about. 

13  *Put  ye  in  the  sickles,  for  the  harvest  is  ripe  ;  come 
and  go  down,  for  the  press  is  full,  the  fats  run  over  :  for 
their  wickedness  is  multiplied. 

14  Nations,  nations  in  the  valley  of  destruction  :  for 
the  day  of  the  Lord  is  near  in  the;  valley  of  destruction. 

#/  mi 

15  DThe  sun  and  the  moon  are  darkened,  and  the  stars 
have  withdrawn  their  shining. 

16  cAnd  the  Lord  shall  roar  out  of  Sion,  and  utter  his 
voice  from  Jerusalem  :  and  the  heavens  and  the  earth  shall 
be  moved,  and  the  Lord  shall  be  the  hope  of  his  people3 
and  the  strength  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

17  And  you  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  your  God, 

•  Ai«t.  xiv.  15.— b  Supra,  il.  JO,  and  SI. 

V*r.  ]2.    Valley,  at  Jezrehel,  the  valley  of  destruction.  Ver.  14. 
Van.  13.     Harvest,  the  time  of  vengeance.    Matt.  xiii.  30:   Apoc  xiv. 
U.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Nations.  Heb.  emuviim,  "multitudes."  H. — Tlii.  alludes  to  the 
place  Amona,  where  Gog  was  buried.  Ezec.  xxx.  15,  18.  C. 

Ver.  15.  Shining.  AH  shall  be  amazed  at  the  fall  of  Cambysw  Chan,  ii.  30  ; 
Ezec.  xxriil.  30.    A  itonn  shall  overwhelm  his  arm  v.  C. 

Ver.  18.  Sweetness  ;  oil  and  honey.  C. — Fountain^  ice,  viz.  the  fountain  of 
yrace  In  the  Church  militant,  and  of  glory  in  the  Church  triumphant ;  which  shall 
WVbl  the  ttrrent  or  valley  #/  thorns,  that  is,  the  soul*  that  before,  like  barren 


Chap.  10, 

dwelling  in  Sion,  my  holy  mountain  :  and  Jerusalem  shal1 
be  holy,  and  strangers  shall  pass  through  it  no  more. 

IS  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  dthat  the 
mountains  shall  drop  down  sweetness,  and  the  hills  shall 
flow  with  milk  :  and  waters  shall  flow  through  all  the 
rivers  of  Juda :  and  a  fountain  shall  come  forth  of  thr 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  water  the  torrent  of  thorns. 

19  Egypt  shall  be  a  desolation,  and  Edom  a  wilderness 
destroyed  :  because  thay  have  done  unjustly  against  the 
children  of  Juda.  and  have  shed  innocent  blood  in  their 
land. 

20  And  Judea  shall  be  inhabited  for  ever,  and  Jerusa 
Jem  to  generation  and  generation. 

21  And  I  will  cleanse  their  blood,  which  I  had  nut 
cleansed  :  and  the  Lord  will  dwell  in  Sion. 

•  Jer.  xrr.  M ;  Awn  L  *. — *  Auim  ix.  13. 

ground,  brought  forth  nothing  but  thorns,  er  that  were  afflict*!  with  the  thorn* 
of  ct(mmi  and  tribulation*.  Ch. — Sept.  hare,  "  bands."    Hob.  ssitim.  H. 

Ver.  ]9.    Desolation.    Cambyse*  laid  it  waste  for  three  years,  as  Otboj  (W 
afterward*. — Edom.    Judas  and  Ilircan  puaiMied  them  for  their  former  barb^s?*?) 
Poal.  exxxti.  7,  and  2  Mac.  x.  16;  Ezec.  xjtv.  12.  C. 

Ver.  20.  Judea  and  Jerusalem.  That  ii.  the  spiritual  Jerusalem,  viz.  th# 
Church  of  Christ.  Ch. 

Vbr.  21.  Which  must  be  supplied  in  Ileb.  The  Idunieanj  had  been  *}»ur« 
for  a  long  time.  But  they  shall  not  escape.  Chat,  fcc  C. — The  ri>*s  nf  tka  1»» 
eonkl  not  purity,  «*  the  sacraments  nf  Christ  do.  S.  Jer. 


JOEL. 


THE 

PE0PHBCY  OF  AMOS. 


Akos  prophesied  in  Israel  about  the  same  time  as  Osee,  and  was  called  from  following  the  cattle  to  denounce  God's  judgment*  to  the  people  of  Israel  and  the  np.'fch 
bouring  nations,  for  their  repeated  crimes,  in  which  they  continued  without  repentance.  Ch. — The  kingdom  was  then  almost  free  from  idolatry,  except  that  of  Ca* 
calves,  yet  dissolute  and  flourishing  under  Jeroboam  II.    The  prophet  spoke  at  Bethel,  (chap,  rii..)  till  the  idolatrous  priest,  Amasias,  forced  him  to  flee  to  Thecua 
four  leagues  south  of  Jerusalem,  where  he  continued  to  prophesy  against  the  various  nations  of  Damascus,  Juda,  A:c.,  but  particularly  aeninst  Israel.  Chap.  I.,  4sc 
ne  deals  in  metaphors  agreeably  to  his  pastoral  education,  but  is  profound  in  sense.  Id.  ep.  ad  Paulin. — After  denouncing  judgments  on  different  nations,  he  foretell* 
the  coming  of  Christ  and  abundance  of  grace.  W. 


CHAPTER  I. 

J?*  yrophet  threatens  Dam+scus,  Gaza,  Tyre,  Edom,  and  Amman  with  the 
judgments  of  God,  for  their  obstinacy  in  sin. 

THE  'words  of  Amos,  who  was  among  the  herdsmen 
of  Thecua :  which  he  saw  concerning  Israel  in  the 
days  of  Ozias.  king  of  Juda,  and  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam, 
the  son  of  Joas,  king  of  Israel,  btwo  yearse  before  the 
earthquake. 

2  And  he  said:  dThe  Lord  will  roar  from  Sion,  and 
utter  his  voice  from  Jerusalem :  and  the  beautiful  places 
of  the  shepherds  have  mourned,  and  the  top  of  Carmel  is 
withered. 

•  A.  M.  cirettw,  3224,  A.  C.  750.— *  Zac.  xiv.  5. 


CHAP.  I.  Ver.  1.  Herdsmen.  S.  Jerom's  MSS.  after  Aquila,  hare  "  pec- 
torals,"  (H.)  pastoralibus.  G.—King.  These  two  lived  long  in  proaperny.  C- — 
Earthquake.  Many  understand  this  of  n  great  earthquake,  which,  they  say,  was 
felt  at  the  time  that  king  Ozias  attempted  to  offer  incense  in  the  temple.*  But  the 
best  chronologists  prove  that  the  earthquake  here  spoken  of  must  have  been  before 
that  time :  because  Jeroboam  the  Second,  under  whom  Amos  prophesied,  was  dead 
long  before  that  attempt  of  Ozias.  Ch. — This  is  asserted  by  Usher.  Yet  his  argu- 
ments ere  not  conclusive.  If  the  attempt  and  earthquake  happened  iu  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  Ozias,  Amos  might  commence  A.  3215,  six  years  before  the  death  "of 
'er'  boam.  4  Kings  xv.  5;  Zac  xi.  15.  C. 

Ver.  '2,  Carmel  "God's  vineyard,"  may  denote  any  fruitful  mountain 
km<*  rcfrxs  to  pastoral  affaire  C. 


3  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  For  three  crimes  of  Damascus, 
and  for  four,  I  will  not  convert  it:  because  they  have 
threshed  Gaiaad  with  iron  wains. 

4  And  I  will  send  a  fire  into  the  house  of  Azael,  and  it 
shall  devour  the  houses  of  Benadad. 

5  And  I  will  break  the  bar  of  Damascus:  and  I  will  cut 
off  the  inhabitants  from  the  plain  of  the  idol,  and  him  that 
holdeth  the  sceptre  from  the  house  of  pleasure :  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Syria  shall  be  carried  away  to  Cyrene,  saith  the  Lord 

6  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  For  three  crimes  of  Gaza,  and 
for  four,  I  will  not  convert  it,  because  they  have  carried 
away  a  perfect  captivity  to  shut  them  up  in  Edom. 

*  A.  If .  J21fi,  A.  C.  718.—*  Jer.  iit.  30;  Joel  iii.  i(5. 


Ver.  3.  Three—four.  That  is,,  for  their  many  unrcuented-of  crime*.  Ch-— 
Convert  it.  That  is,  I  will  not  spare  them,  nor  turn  away  the  punishments  I 
design  to  inflict  upon  them.  Ch.— My  decree  is  absolute.—  Wains,  designed  * 
make  the  com  come  out,  (C.)  or  to  cut  the  straw.  S.  Jer. 

Vb».  4.    Azmel,  or  H azael,  who  slew  his  master,  Beaadad.  H. 

Vbr.  5.  Plain.  The  city.  "  Rekat  Aven,"  or  the  latter  word,  probably 
denotes  Baal,  as  Uie  Syrians  style  Baal-Bek,  the  city  which  the  Greeks' call  Heli- 
opolia.  The  valley  between  the  two  mountains  extending  northward  is  still  callefl 
Bucca.— Pleasure.  Heb-  "Beth  Aden."  We  find  IZden  in  a  delightful  part  at 
Ubanna.— Cyreiw,  not  in  Africa,  but  on  the  river  Cyrus,  in  Albania.  4  King* 

Vb*.  6     Edom.    The  Philistines  and  Tyrians  (tct.  9)  exercised  this  inha 
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AMOS 


Chap.  ill. 


?  And  I  will  send  a  fire  on  the  wall  of  Gaza,  and  it 
sliall  devour  the  houses  thereof. 

8  And  I  will  cut  off  the  inhabitant  from  Azotus,  and 
him  that  holdeth  the  sceptre  from  Ascalon :  and  I  will 
turn  my  hand  against  Accaron,  and  the  rest  of  the  Philis- 
tines shall  perish,  saith  the  Lord  God. 

9  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  For  three  crimes  of  Tyre,  and 
for  four,  I  will  not  convert  it :  because  they  have  shut  up 
an  entire  captivity  in  Edom,  and  have  not  remembered 
the  covenant  of  brethren. 

10  And  I  will  send  a  fire  upon  the  wall  of  Tyre,  and  it 

shall  devour  the  houses  thereof. 

11  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  For  three  crimes  of  Edom, 
and  for  four,  I  will  not  convert  him  :  because  he  hath  pur- 
sued his  brother  with  the  sword,  and  hath  cast  off  all  pity, 
and  hath  carried  on  his  fury,  and  hath  kept  his  wrath  to 
the  end. 

12  I  will  send  a  fire  into  Theman :  and  it  shall  devour 

the  houses  of  Bosra. 

13  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  For  three  crimes  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Amnion,  and  for  four,  I  will  not  convert  him  :  be- 
cause he  hath  ript  up  the  woman  with  child,  of  Galaad, 

to  enlarge  his  border. 

14  And  1  will  kindle  a  fire  in  the  wall  of  Rabba:  and 
it  shall  devour  the  houses  thereof  with  shouting  in  the  day 
of  battle,  and  with  a  whirlwind  in  the  day  of  trouble. 

15  And  Melchom  shall  go  into  captivity,  both  he,  and 
his  princes  together,  saith  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  II. 

Tlie  judgments  with  which  Gnd  threatens  Hfoab,  Juda,  and  Israel  for  their 

sins,  aiul  their  ingratitude. 

THUS  saith  the  Lord  :  For  three  crimes  of  Moan, 
and  for  four,  I  will  not  convert  him :  because  he 
hath  burnt  the  bones  of  the  king  of  Edom  even  to  ashes. 

2  And  I  will  send  a  fire  into  Moab,  and  it  shall  devour 
the  houses  of  Carioth :  and  Moab  shall  die  with  a  noise, 
with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet : 

3  And  I  will  cut  off  the  judge  from  the  midst  thereof, 
and  will  slay  all  his  princes  with  him,  saith  the  Lord. 

4  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  For  three  crimes  of  Juda,  and 
for  four,  I  will  not  convert  him :  because  he  hath  cast 
away  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  hath  not  kept  his  command- 

•  Num.  xil  2i;  Pcut.  11.  24. 


manity  on  the  Idumeans,  probably  before  they  had  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Juda. 
under  Joram,  (4  Kings  viii.  21,)  as  ike  Lord  seems  concerned  for  them  (C.) ;  or 
they  sold  the  captive  Israelites  to  Edom,  to  increase  their  misery.  S.  Jer. 

Vbr.  7.  Gaza.  Ozias,  Ezcehkis,  and  Psammitichns,  ravaged  the  country. 
2  Par.  xxvl.  0,  and  4  Kings  xviiL  8 ;  Isa.  xir.  29. 

Ver.  9.    Brethren  ;  for  Edom  and  the  Jews  Sprung  from  the  same  stock. 

Ver.  10.  Thereof.  Salnianasar  besieged  it  live  years,  (MenandcrJ  and 
Naiiuehodonosor  thirteen,  when  he  destroyed  Tyre.  Ezec.  xxvi 

Vbr.  11.  Sicord.  Edom  was  subdued  by  David,  and  remained  tributary  till 
Joram.  It  attempted  to  recover  its  liberty  under  Josaphat,  though  the  Heb. 
text  have  improperly  Aram.  2  Par.  xx.  2,  23.  The  two  nations  were  often  at 
variance.  C. 

Ver.  12,  Houses,  &c.  Sept.  "its  foundations,"  (H.)  or  the  fortified  country. 
S.  Jer. — Iiozor  lay  towards  Philadelphia,  In  the  ancient  territory  of  Edom. 

Ver.  13.  Border.  They  pretended  that  Galaad  belonged  to  them.  Judg.  xL 
12.  David  subdued  Ammon;  but  after  the  division  of  the  kingdom,  they  ro- 
covered  their  independence,  and  took  occasion  to  commit  these  cruelties,  while 
Israel  had  to  contend  with  Syria,    .leremias  (xlix.  1 )  apeaks  of  a  later  period. 

Vbr.  14.  Babba,  the  capital,  called  also  Philadelphia.  Ozias  and  Joatham 
attacked  the  people  with  advantage.  C 

Ver.  15.  Melchom,  the  god  or  idol  of  the  Ammonites,  otherwise  called  Mo- 
loch, and  Melech;  which  in  Heb.  signifies  a  king,  and  Melchom  their  king.  Ch. 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  1.    Ashes.    Some  think  that  he  alludes  to  4  Kings  iii.  27, 
ex  rather  in  some  war  the  ashe*  of  the  dead  were  disturbed.  C. 
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ments :  for  their  idols  have  caused  them  to  err,  aftei 
which  their  fathers  have  walked. 

5  And  I  will  send  a  fire  into  Juda,  and  It  shall  devour 
the  houses  of  Jerusalem. 

6  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  For  three  crimes  ox  Israel,  and 
for  four,  I  will  not  convert  him  :  because  he  hath  sold  the 
just  man  for  silver,  and  the  poor  man  for  a  pair  of  shoes 

7  They  bruise  the  heads  of  the  poor  upon  the  dust  of 
the  earth,  and  turn  aside  the  way  of  the  humble  :  and  the 
son  and  his  father  have  gone  to  the  same  young  woman, 
to  profane  my  holy  name. 

8  And  they  sat  down  upon  garments  laid  to  pledge  by 
every  altar  :  and  drank  the  wine  of  the  condemned  in  the 
house  of  their  God. 

9  *Yet  I  cast  out  the  Amorrhite  before  their  face: 
whose  height  was  like  the  height  of  cedars,  and  who  was 
strong  as  an  oak :  and  I  destroyed  his  fruit  from  above, 
and  his  roots  beneath. 

10  bIt  is  I  that  brought  you  up  out  of  the  land  oi 
Egypt,  and  I  led  you  forty  years  through  the  wilderness, 
that  you  might  possess  the  land  of  the  Amorrhite. 

11  And  I  raised  up  of  your  sons  for  prophets,  and  oi 
your  young  men  for  Nazarites.  Is  it  not  so,  O  ye  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  ? 

12  And  you  will  present  wine  to  the  Nazarites:  and 
command  the  prophets,  saying :  Prophesy  not. 

13  Behold,  I  will  screek  under  you,  as  a  wain  screek- 
eth  that  is  laden  with  hay. 

14  And  flight  shall  perish  from  the  swift,  and  the 
valiant  shall  not  possess  his  strength,  neither  shall  the 
strong  save  his  life. 

15  And  he  that  holdeth  the  bow  shall  not  stand,  and 
the  swift  of  foot  shall  not  escape,  neither  shall  the  rider  of 
the  horse  save  his  life. 

16  And  the  stout  of  heart  among  the  valiant  shall  flee 
away  naked  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  III. 

TJie  evils  that  shall  fall  upon  Israel  for  their  sins. 

"|  I" EAR  the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  concern- 
Ifl    ing  you,  0  ye  children  of  Israel:  concerning  the 
whole  family  that  I  brought  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
saying : 


*  Exod.  liv.  22;  Deut.  TiiL  24. 


Ver.  2.  Fire:  war  under  Ozias.  C—  Carioth.  Sept.  "the  cities."  Carioth 
has  this  meaning,  but  it  was  also  the  name  of  a  great  city.  Jer.  xlviii.  24.  H. 

Ver.  4.  Walked.  Alter  Solomon  scarcely  a  good  prince  appeared,  till  the 
days  of  Amos.  Juda  imitated  the  idolatry  of  Israel,  hoping  thus  to  find  assist- 
ance. C. 

Ver.  5.  Fire.  Under  Joathan,  Rasin,  ice.  invaded  the  tountry.  Achax  in- 
creased the  misery,  by  applying  to  the  Assyrians.  C 

Ver.  7.  Humble,  provoking  him  to  anger. — Name,  ^ich  incests  caused  in- 
fidels to  blaspheme.  Lev.  xviii.  8.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Altar.  Herein  they  offended  doubly,  (Exod.  xxii.  £6,)  as  they  used 
the  garments  of  others  to  hide  their  shameful  actions.  4  Kings  xxiii.  7.  C. — Sept 
"and  tying  up  their  garments  with  cords,  they  made  veils  touching  the  altar,  and 
drank  wine  procured  by  calumnies,"  (H.)  <*r  "  supine,"  ice.  Choi.—  Condemned 
by  them  unjustly,  though  some  think  that  u  very  delicious  and  intoxicating  wiuf 
is  meant,  such  as  was  given  to  people  in  grief  Pror.  xxxi.  6 ;  Mark  xv.  23. 

Vzr.  11.  Nazarites.  Some  went  secretly  to  Jerusalem  for  this  purpose;  oi 
perhaps  they  performed  these  rites  illegally  at  Bethel :  for  many  parts  of  the  law 
were  observed,  though  not  perfectly.  Chap.  iv.  4. 

Ver.  13.  J  will  screek.  Unable  to  bear  any  longer  the  enormous  load  of  your 
ains,  &c.  The  Spirit  of  God,  as  S.  Jerom  takes  notice,  accommodates  himself  tc 
the  education  of  the  prophet,  and  inspires  him  with  comparisons  taken  from  count n 
affairs.  Ch  Sept.  "  I  am  overturned."    Heb.  "  pressed."  C. 

CHAP.  III.  Vbr.  1.  Family,  including  all  the  posterity  of  racob.  W.— Xi< 
afterwards  addresses  the  ten  tribes  in  particular.  S.  Jer.  C. 


Chap.  III. 
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2  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the 
earth :  therefore  will  I  visit  upon  you  all  your  iniquities. 

3  Shall  two  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed  ? 

4  Will  a  lion  roar  in  the  forest,  if  he  have  no  prey? 
fvill  the  lion's  whelp  cry  out  of  his  den,  if  he  have  taken 
nothing? 

5  Will  the  bird  fall  into  the  snare  upon  the  earth,  if 
there  be  no  fowler  ?  Shall  the  snare  be  taken  up  from 
the  earth,  before  it  hath  taken  somewhat? 

6  Shall  the  trumpet  sound  in  a  city,  and  the  people  not 
be  afraid  ?  Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  which  the  Lord 
hath  not  done  ? 

7  For  the  Lord  God  doth  nothing  without  revealing 
his  secret  to  his  servants,  the  prophets. 

8  The  lion  shall  roar,  who  will  not  fear  ?  The  Lord 
God  hath  spoken,  who  shall  not  prophesy  ? 

9  Publish  it  in  the  houses  of  Azotus,  and  in  the  houses 
of  the  land  of  Egypt :  and  say :  Assemble  yourselves 
upon  the  mountains  of  Samaria,  and  behold  the  many 
follies  in  the  midst  thereof,  and  them  that  suffer  oppres- 
sion in  the  inner  rooms  thereof. 

10  And  they  have  not  known  to  do  the  right  thing, 
saith  the  Lord,  storing  up  iniquity,  and  robberies  in  their 

houses.    >^HM||^Mtxi  HO  Alas 

11  Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  :  The  land  shall 
be  in  tribulation,  and  shall  be  compassed  about :  and  thy 
strength  shall  be  taken  away  from  thee,  and  thy  houses 
shall  be  spoiled. 

12  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  As  if  a  shepherd  should  get 
out  of  the  lion's  mouth  two  legs,  or  the  tip  of  the  ear :  so 
shall  the  children  of  Israel  be  taken  out  that  dwell  in  Sa- 
maria, in  a  piece  of  a  bed,  and  in  the  couch  of  Damascus. 

13  Hear  ye,  and  testify  in  the  house  of  Jacob,  saith  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  hosts : 

14  That  in  the  day  when  I  shall  begin  to  visit  the 
transgressions  of  Israel,  I  will  visit  upon  him,  and  upon 
the  altars  of  Bethel :  and  the  horns  of  the  altars  shall  be 
cut  off,  and  shall  fall  to  the  ground. 

15  And  I  will  strike  the  winter-house  with  the  summer- 

Vkh.  2.  Known,  with  love,  (H.)  and  favoured  with  the  law,  Sec.  Above  all, 
rtyliug  you  my  people.  Exod.  xix.6;  Ezrc.  xx.  5.  C—  Vutii.  That  is.  punish.  Co. 

Vek.  3.  Agreed!  As  ihey  cannot  do  this  well,  so  neither  can  man  he  accept- 
able to  God,  unless  he  keep  his  laws.  W. — The  prophet  here  proves  his  mission, 
intimating  that  if  he  were  not  inspired,  he  would  soon  be  open  to  detection.  He 
had  been  banished  from  Bethel.  Chap.  vii. 

Ver.  5.  Somewhat  ?  When  the  prophet  speaks,  has  he  not  reason  ?  God 
shows  that  he  has  sent  him,  by  inflicting  the  punishments  which  he  denounces. 

Veb.  (i.  Afraid?  Vet  you  can  hear  these  terrible  truths  without  consterna- 
tion! Will  you  therefore  escape?  C. — Euil.  He  speaks  of  the  evil  of  punish- 
ments of  war,  famine,  pestilence,  desolation,  fee,,  but  not  of  the  evil  of  sin,  of  which 
God  is  not  the  author.  Ch. 

Veb.  7.  Prophet*.  In  vain  then  would  you  silence  them.  Chap.  ii.  12.  and 
tU.  12. 

Vbb.  9.  Azotus.  Sept.  "  Assyrians." — Follies,  Sept.  "  wonders."  Let  your 
greatest  enemies  know  what  crimes  you  commit  against  yourselves  (H.)  and 
others. 

Veb.  11.  About,  as  oxen  tread  out  corn,  going  round  a  tree.  C— Sept. 
"  Tyro  even  o!l  around,  thy  land  shall  be  a  desert."  Tsor  means  "  Tyre  and  tribu- 
lation," according  to  S.  Jerom's  master.  H. 

Vbb.  12.  Ear:  things  of  small  value.  Thus  few  even  of  the  poor  will  escape 
the  Assyrians.  M. — Damascus.  Jeroboam  II.  subdued  Damascus,  and  reified  in 
prosperity.  Who  would  then  have  though*-  that  Israel  should  so  soon  be  remoTed 
into  Media  ?  C. 

Vbb.  14.  Bethel.  Manahem  seems  to  have  sent  one  of  the  calves  to  engage 
Hhul  to  come  to  his  assistance.  Osee  x.  5,  and  A  Kings  xv.  19.  Salmannsar  had 
both.  Osee  viii.  5. — Horns,  made  of  brass,  which  the  Assyrian  carried  off.  C. 

Vbb.  15.  Winter.  Sept.  "winged  house,"  to  keep"  oiT  cold,  (S.  Jer.,)  or  to 
give  air.  C. — Summer-house.  The  noblemen  had  such  in  cooler  regions.  M. — 
the  kings  of  Persia  passed  the  summer  at  iicbatana.  Xen.  Cyr.  8.— Ivory.  Many 


house :  and  the  houses  of  ivory  shall  perish,  and  many 
houses  shall  be  destroyed,  saith'  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Tlie  Israelites  are  reproved  for  their  oppressing  the  poor,  for  their  idolatry, 

and  their  incorrigibleness. 

TT EAR  this  word,  ye  fat  kine  that  are  in  the  moun- 
J — L  tains  of  Samaria  :  you  that  oppress  the  needy, 
and  crush  the  poor :  that  say  to  your  masters  :  Bring,  and 
we  will  drink. 

2  The  Lord  God  hath  sworn  by  his  holiness,  that  lo, 
the  days  shall  come  upon  you,  when  they  shall  lift  you  up 
on  pikes,  and  what  shall  remain  of  you  in  boiling  pots. 

3  And  you  shall  go  out  at  the  breaches,  one  over  against 
the  other,  and  you  shall  be  cast  forth  into  Armon,  saith  the 
Lord. 

4  Come  ye  to  Bethel,  and  do  wickedly :  to  Galgal,  and 
multiply  transgressions :  and  bring  in  the  morning  your 
victims,  vour  tithes  in  three  davs. 

5  And  offer  a  sacrifice  of  praise  with  leaven  :  and  call 
free  offerings,  and  proclaim  it :  for  so  you  would  do,  0  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  God. 

6  Whereupon  I  also  have  given  you  dulnessof  teeth  in 
all  your  cities,  and  want  of  bread  in  all  your  places :  yet 
you  have  not  returned  to  me,  saith  the  Lord. 

7  1  also  have  withholden  the  rain  from  you,  when  there 
were  yet  three  months  to  the  harvest :  and  I  caused  it  to 
rain  upon  one  city,  and  I  caused  it  not  to  rain  upon 
another  city :  one  piece  was  rained  upon :  and  the  piece 
whereupon  I  rained  not,  withered. 

8  And  two  and  three  cities  went  to  one  city  to  drink 
water,  and  were  not  filled :  yet  you  returned  not  to  me, 
saith  the  Lord. 

9  "I  struck  you  with  a  burning:  wind,  and  with  mildew 
the  palmer-worm  hath  eaten  up  your  many  gardens,  and 
your  vineyards:  your  olive-groves,  and  fig-groves:  yet 
you  returned  not  to  me,  saith  the  Lord. 

10  1  sent  death  upon  you  in  the  way  of  Egypt,  I  slew  • 
your  young  men  with  the  sword,  even  to  the  captivity  of 

•  Agg.  It.  18. 


oraamenis  of  this  nature  appeared  in  diem,  (C.)  whence  Achab's  palace  was  sc 
called.  3  Kings  xxih  39.  H. 

CHAP.  IV.  Vek.  1.  Fct  lane.  He  moans  the  groat  ones  that  lived  ;r  plenty 
and  wealth,  (Ch.)  and  without  restraint,  (Isa.  xv.  5;  Jer.  xld.  20.  C.)  having  no 
compassion  lor  tho  poor.  W. 

Ver.  2.  Holiness.  Ho  has  none  but  himself  to  swear  by.  Heb.  vi.  13.  Hi* 
word  is  infallible ;  but  he  condescends  to  use  an  oath  to  make  a  deeper  impression 
on  man. — Plhcs  :  spits,  or  large  shields. 

Ver.  3.    Frenches  of  the  city.  C— Sept.  "  naked."    Heb.  "apart."  H.— The 
victors  shall  divide  you  among  them.  C. — A  rmon,  a  foreign  country ;  some  under 
stand  it  of  Armenia,  (Ch.)  and  this  is  the  general  opinion.  M. 

Ver.  4.  Galgal.  Thither  the  people  went  of  their  own  accord,  as  to  a  place 
of  devotion.  Osee  iv.  15.  Amos  ironically  tells  thein  lo  proceed,  as  Christ  ad- 
dressed the  Jews.  Matt.  xxUi.  32.  C— Morning,  with  haste.— Threv  dcys.  Th:> 
ulso  may  denote  the  false  exactitude  of  the  Israelites  to  perform  what  God  did  noi 
require,  while  they  neglected  the  most  essential  duties,  like  the  Pharisees. 

Ver.  5.  With.  Heb.  mempts,  (H.J  also  "without  leaven."  It  was  expre.-ssh 
forbidden,  (Lev.  ii.  11,)  though  not  in  the  first-fruits.  Lev.  xxiii.  17.— It,  to  h-  _ 
that  God  would  remember  you.  Num.  x.  10.  Hence  the  Pharisees  did  so  when 
they  gave  alms,  (Matt.  vi.  2.  C.)  but  out  of  ostentation.  H. 

Ver.  6.  Dulucss,  (stuporem,)  as  when  the  teeth  have  bitten  at  a  stone  (II.) 
and  are  edged.  Jer.  xxxi.  29.  Sept.  "gnashing."  Heb.  "cleanness,"  through 
want  of  food.  Eliseus  foretold  a  famine  undei  Achab.  4  Kings  viii.  1.  That  of 
Joel  (i.)  seems  to  have  happened  later  than  this.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Months.  The  latter  rain  falls  in  April.  See  Dent.  xL  14-  C  — 
Harvest.  Sept.  have  as  usual,  "vintage."  But  this  is  less  accurate,  as  U  never 
rains  in  the  preceding  summer  months.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  10.  Egypt,  as  X  punished  the  Egyptians,  (C.)  or  tho  Hebretia.  vfaer 
they  came  thence,  and  wished  to  return-  Chal.  S.  Cyr.— Horses.  1  have  deprived 
you  of  them,  (H.)  under  Achab  and  Joachaz.  4  Kinjra  vi.  and  xht 
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your  horses :  and  I  made  the  stench  of  your  camp  to  come 
up  into  your  nostrils :  yet  you  returned  not  to  me,  saith 
the  Lord. 

11  I  destroyed  some  of  you,  "as  God  destroyed  Sodom 
and  Gomorrha,  and  you  were  as  a  firebrand  plucked  out 
of  the  burning :  yet  you  returned  not  to  me,  saith  the 
Lord. Htt  ^/tii-y  h->    u.>.'  -   -  •  tim&  k-  ^.tu*  . 

12  Therefore  I  will  do  these  things  to  thee,  O  Israel : 
and  after  I  shall  have  done  these  things  to  thee,  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  thy  God,  O  Israel. 

13  For  behold,  he  that  formeth  the  mountains,  and 
ereatetli  the  wind,  and  declareth  his  word  to  man,  he 
that  maketh  the  morning  mist,  and  walketh  upon  the  high 
places  of  the  earth ;  the  Lord,  the  God  of  nosts.  is  his 
name. 

CHAP.  V. 

A  lamentation  for  Israel;  ati  exhortation  to  return  to  God. 

XTEAR  ye  this  word,  which  I  take  up  concerning 
JlJL  you  for  a  lamentation.  The  house  of  Israel  is 
fallen,  and  it  shall  rise  no  more. 

2  The  virgin  of  Israel  is  cast  down  upon  her  land, 

there  is  none  to  raise  her  up. 

3  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  :  The  city,  out  of  which 
came  forth  a  thousand,  there  shall  be  left  in  it  a  hundred  : 
and  out  of  which  there  came  a  hundred,  there  shall  be  left 
in  it  ten,  in  the  house  of  Israel. 

4  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  to  the  house  of  Israel :  Seek 
ye  me,  and  you  shall  live. 

5  But  seek  not  Bethel,  and  go  not  into  Galgal,  neither 
shall  vou  pass  over  to  Bersabee :  for  Galgal  shall  go  into 
captivity,  and  Bethel  shall  be  unprofitable. 

6  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  and  live :  lest  the  house  of  Joseph 
be  burnt  with  fire,  and  it  shall  devour,  and  there  shall  be 
none  to  quench  Bethel. 

7  You  that  turn  judgment  into  wormwood,  and  forsake 

justice  in  the  land. 

8  Seek  nim  that  maketh  Arcturus,  and  Orion,  and  that 
tnrneth  darkness  into  morning,  and  that  changeth  day 
into  night :  bthat  calleth  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  pour- 
nth  them  out  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  :  The  Lord  is  his 
name. 


»  Gen.  xix.  24.—*  Infra,  ix.6.— •  Soph.  L  13.-d  ;  : xcrL  10;  Rom.  xtL  9. 


Vbr.  11.  Burning.  This  comparison  shows  the  condition  of  Itrael.  Hardly 
r.ay  escaped.  Zac.  iii.  '2,  and  1  Cor-  iii.  15.  C. 

Vek.  12.  These.  He  mentions  not  what,  to  keep  them  in  greater  suspense  and 
'tread  (S.  Jer.) ;  or  he  will  put  in  execution  what  lie  had  threatened  before.  Ver.  2. 

CHAP.  V.  Ver.  1.  Lamentation.  Such  canticles  were  usual.  Isa.  xiv. — 
IrruJ.  It  no  longer  formed  a  separate  kingdom.  C — When  the  people  fear  no 
evil,  God  laments  for  them.  W. 

Ver.  3.  City,  before  (C)  or  after  the  captivity.  It  required  a  long  time  to 
fill  the  cities  as  they  had  been.  H. — When  the  Assyrians  invaded  the  country,  it 
was  greatly  reduced.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Bethel,  .  .  Galgal,  .  .  Bersahee.  The  places  where  they  worshipped 
their  idols.  Ch. — They  had  all  been  honoured  by  the  patriarchs.  Bcrsabeo  had 
belonged  to  Juda  under  Achab.  3  Kin^s  xix.  3.  But  it  was  originally  in  the  tribe 
of  Simeon,  and  Jeroboam  II.  recovered  all  that  had  been  lost.  4  Kings  xiv.  25.  C. 
—Unprofitable.    Heb.  Laun,  "for  vanity,"  (H.)  Bethaven. 

Ver.  0.  Joseph.  His  two  grandchildren  gave  name  to  the  principal  tribe*  of 
the  kingdom.— Bethel.  Sept.  "  Israel,"  which  seems  preferable.  C— Ye*  Bethel 
may  stand,  as  it  denotes  the  apostate  Israelites. 

Ver.  7.    You.   Sept.  "the  Lord  [God],  who  does  judgment  on  high,  aud  has 
placed  ja«Hiee  on  the  earth ;  (8)  who  maketh  and  transform eth  all  things,  and 
«irneth,"  &c.  H. — Heb.  agrees  with  the  Vulg.  C. 

Vbk.  8.    A  returns  and  Orion.    Arcturus  is  a  bright  star  iu  the  north,  Orion 
4  beautiful  constellation  in  the  south.  Ch. — Shepherds  in  Arabia  and  Spain  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  stars.  C. — Morning,  affording  comfort.  Chap.  h  .  13. — Earth, 
to*  fields  (C.)  or  rain.  S.  Jer. 
'29fi 


9  He  that  with  a  smile  bringeth  destruction  upon  the 

strong,  and  waste  upon  the  mighty. 

10  They  have  hated  him  that  rebuked  in  the  gate  :  and 
have  abhorred  him  that  speaketh  perfectly. 

1 1  Therefore,  because  you  robbed  the  poor,  and  took 
the  choice  prey  from  him :  cyou  shall  build  houses  with 
square  stone,  and  shall  not  dwell  in  them:  you  shall  plan' 
most  delightful  vinevards,  and  shall  not  drink  the  wine  oi 
them. 

12  Because  I  know  your  manifold  crimes,  and  your 
grievous  sins :  enemies  of  the  just,  taking  bribes,  and 
oppressing  the  poor  in  the  gate. 

13  Therefore  the  prudent  shall  keep  silence  at  that 
time,  for  it  is  an  evil  time. 

14  Seek  ye  good,  and  not  evil,  that  you  may  live  :  and 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  will  be  with  you,  as  you  haw 
said. 

15  dHate  evil,  and  love  good,  and  establish  judgment 
in  the  gate :  it  may  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  may 
have  mercy  on  the  remnant  of  Joseph. 

16  Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts, 
the  sovereign  Lord :  In  every  street  there  shall  he  wail- 
ing :  and  in  all  places  that  are  without,  they  shall  say  : 
Alas,  alas !  and  they  shall  call  the  husbandmen  to  mourn- 
ing, and  such  as  are  skilful  in  lamentations  to  lament. 

17  And  in  all  vineyards  there  shall  be  wailing :  because 
I  will  pass  through  in  the  midst  of  thee,  saith  the  Lord. 

18  cWoe  to  them  that  desire  the  day  of  the  Lord  :  to 
what  end  is  it  for  you  ?  the  da)'  of  the  Lord  is  darkness, 
and  not  light. 

19  As  if  a  man  should  flee  from  the  face  of  a  lion,  and 
a  bear  should  meet  him  :  or  enter  into  the  house,  and 
lean  with  his  hand  upon  the  wall,  and  a  serpent  should 

bite  him. 

20  Shall  not  the  day  of  the  Lord  be  darkness,  and  not 
light:  and  obscurity,  and  no  brightness  in  it? 

21  fl  hate,  and  have  rejected  your  festivities:  and  I 
will  not  receive  the  odour  of  your  assemblies. 

22  And  if  you  offer  me  holocausts,  and  your  gifts,  I 
will  not  receive  them  :  neither  will  I  regard  the  vows  oi 
your  fat  beasts. 

*  Jer.  xzx.  7 ;  Joel  ii.  11 ;  Soph.  i.  15.— '  Isa.  L  11 ;  Jer.vi.  2C;  Mai.  L  12. 


Vek.  9.  With  a  smile.  That  is,  with  all  ease,  and  without  making:  any 
effort.  Ch. 

Vbr.  10.    They,  the  wicked  could  not  endure  Amos,  (chap.  vii.  12,)  nor  those 

who  rebuked  them. 

Vbr.  12.    Grievous.    Heb.  also.  "  numerous." 

Vbr.  13.  Time.  It  is  to  no  purpose  speaking  to  the  deaf,  (Eccll.  xxxil.  9,) 
or  throwing:  pearls  before  swine.  Matt.  vii.  6. 

Vbr.  14.  Said.  Probably  Amasias  took  occasion,  from  the  flourishing  state  oi 
the  kingdom,  to  assert  that  the  Lord  approved  of  their  conduct.  C. 

Vek.  15.  Hay  he.  God  will  not  be  wanting  on  his  side.  But  this  implies  that 
man  may  find  a  difficulty  iu  seeking  good,  and  neglect  to  do  it,  though  he  may  i 
he  please,  with  God's  assistance.  W. — Remnant.    Posterity.  C. 

Ver.  IS.  The  day.  Some  impudently  laughed  at  the  prophets.  Isa.  v.  19  j 
Jer.  xvii.  lo.  Others  wished  for  the  coming:  of  the  Lord,  not  reflecting  thai  ti* 
would  puniah  their  guilt.  C. — Thus  many,  through  impatience,  desire  to  die.  We 
must  rather  repent,  and  leave  our  lives  at  God's  disposal.  S.  Jer. 

Veu.  19.  Serpent.  All  his  attempts  would  thus  prove  abortive.  The  Israelite 
were  not  ruined  by  Phul,  or  by  Theglathphalassar.  But  the  serpent,  (H.)  Sal- 
manasar.  came  and  took  them  in  their  own  houses.  4  Kings  xvii.  7.  C 

Vek.  21.    Festivities.    Some  were  still  observed.  Chap.  iv.  4. 

Vek.  22.  Vows.  Heb.  "  peace-offerings  of  your  mcrics  a  sort  of  oxen.  2 
Kings  vi.  13,  and  3  Kings  i.  9.  Sept.  "  the  salvation  ct*  your  appearance,"  or  what 
voo  offer  for  your  welfare. 

Ver.  33.  Harp.  Praise  ill  becomes  the  sinner.  Eccli  xr.  9;  Psa-. 
xlix.  17 


I 


Chap.  VI. 


AMOS. 
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23  Take  away  from  me  the  tumult  of  thy  songs  :  and 
I  will  not  hear  the  canticles  of  thy  harp. 

24  But  judgment  shaD  be  revealed  as  water,  and  justice 
ds  a  mighty  torrent. 

25  "Did  you  offer  victims  and  sacrifices  to  me  in  the 
desert  for  forty  years,  0  house  of  Israel  ? 

26  But  you  carried  a  tabernacle  for  your  Moloch,  and 
the  image  of  your  idols,  the  star  of  your  god,  which  you 
made  to  yourselves. 

27  And  I  will  cause  you  to  go  into  captivity  beyond 
Damascus,  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  ii  his  name. 

CHAP.  VI. 

The  desolation  of  Israel,  for  their  pride  and  luxury. 

WOE  bto  you  that  are  wealthy  in  Sion,  and  to  you 
that  have  confidence  in  the  mountain  of  Samaria  : 
ye  great  men,  heads  of  the  people,  that  go  in  with  state 
into  the  house  of  Israel. 

2  Pass  ye  over  to  Chalane,  and  see,  and  go  from  thence 
into  Emath  the  great :  and  go  down  into  Geth,  of  the 
Philistines,  and  to  all  the  best  kingdoms  of  these  ;  if  their 
border  be  larger  than  your  border. 

3  You  that  are  separated  unto  the  evil  day :  and  that 
approach  to  the  throne  of  iniquity. 

4  You  that  sleep  upon  beds  of  ivory,  and  are  wanton 
on  your  couches :  that  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock,  and 
the  calves  out  of  the  midst  of  the  herd. 

5  You  that  sing  to  the  sound  of  the  psaltery :  they 
have  thought  themselves  to  have  instruments  of  music 
like  David. 

6  That  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  anoint  themselves 
with  the  besi  ointments :  and  they  are  not  concerned  for 
the  affliction  of  Joseph. 

7  W  herefore,  now  they  shall  go  captive  at  the  head  of 
them  that  go  into  captivity :  and  the  faction  of  the  luxu- 
rious ones  shall  be  taken  away. 

8  cThe  Lord  God  hath  sworn  by  his  own  soul,  saith 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts :  I  detest  the  pride  of  Jacob, 


*  Acti  vii.  12.— 1>  Luke  vi.  24. 


Ver.  24.  Mighty.  Hub.  "  Ethan."  Let  your  Tinue  appear,  or  the  greatest 
miseries  will  shortly  overwhelm  you.  C. 

Ver.  25.  Did  you  offer,  kc.  Except  the  sacrifices  that  were  offered  at  the 
first,  in  the  dedication  of  the  tabernacle,  the  Israelites  offered  no  sacrifices  in  the 
desert.  Ch. — They  ceased  after  the  beginning  of  the  second  year.  S.  Aug.  q.  47, 
in  Ex.,  Lev.  vii.,  Sec.  W. — God  did  not  require  sacrifices  when  the  people  came 
out  of  Egypt.  Jer.  vii.  22 ;  Deut.  xii.  8. 

Ver.  26.  A  tabernacle,  kc.  All  this  alludes  to  the  idolatry  which  they  com- 
mitted, when  they  were  drawn  away  by  the  daughters  of  Moab  to  the  worship  of 
their  gods.  Num.  xxv.  Ch.— They"  imitated  the  (superstitions  of  Egypt,  and  bore 
the  image  of  Osiris,  adorned  with  a  star  and  crescent,  on  a  sort  of  base,  under  a 
canopy.  Heb.  "You  carried  the  tents  of  your  kin?  and  the  base  of  your  statues, 
the  star  of  your  gods,  which  you  have  made  for  yourselves." — Chiun  "and  Rrpnan 
are  "  expressive  of  the  same  "  god  or  idol,  representing  the  machine  of  the  heavens. 
Tho  people  of  Peru  worshipped  Choun.  Parkhurst,  p.  137. — JRemvan  may  be 
Remmon,  (4  Kings  v.  18,)  or  Saturn.  Grot. — In  a  Coptic  alphabet  of  the  planets 
it  is  thus  explained  (De  Dieu,  Collier.,  Diet.  Sept.,  and  Acts) :  11  You  have  taken 
the  tabernacle  of  Moloch,  and  the  star  of  your  god  Rempbam,  figures,"  &c.  Prot. 
marg.  u  tha  Sicciith.  your  king,  and  Chiun,  your  images,  the  star,"  <fcc  H. 

CHAP.  VI.  Vek.  1.  Wealthy.  Sept.,  Syr.,  and  Arab.,  "despisers  of  Sion." 
Heb.  also,  "  who  hate  Sion."  Tho  prophecy  wholly  regards  Israel.  C. — State. 
Heb.  "  to  whom  the  house  of  Israel  comes  "  for  judgment. 

Ver.  2.  Chalane.  Ctesiphon  (0.)  was  built  on  its  ruins.  Hen.  x.  10.  H. — 
Why  do  you  Imitate  these  cities  ?  o.,  has  their  greatness  protected  them  ?  At  that 
time  there  was  no  appearance  of  the  kingdom  being  destroyed  ;  yet  Amos  composes 
a  funeral  canticle,  to  show  the  certainty  of  the  event. 

Ver.  3.  Separated.  Heb.  "  remove  the  evil  day,"  as  if  it  would  not  overtake 
you.  Ezuc  \U.  22.  Sept  "  who  are  praying,  (C.)  or  coming  <  Grabej  to  the  evil 
day,  approaching  and  touching  false  sabbaths."  H. — They  pray  to  be  delivered, 
while  they  continue  (C.)  their  false  worship.  H. 

Ver,  4.    Ivory,  with  which  the  beds  for  eating  were  adorned.  Ver.  7.  C. 

Ver.  5.    Dacid.    They  think  they  excel  him  in  music;  but  he  consecrated 

"OL,  II. 


and  I  hate  his  houses,  and  I  will  deliver  up  the  city,  witl 
the  inhabitants  thereof. 

9  And  if  there  remain  ten  men  in  one  house,  they  also 
shall  die. 

10  And  a  man's  kinsman  shall  take  him  up,  and  shal, 
bum  him,  that  he  may  carry  the  bones  out  of  the  house : 
and  he  shall  say  to  him  that  is  in  the  inner  rooms  of  the 
house :  Is  there  yet  any  with  thee  ? 

11  And  he  shall  answer:  There  is  an  end.  And  he 
shall  say  to  him :  Hold  thy  peace,  and  mention  not  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

.  12  For  behold,  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  and  he  will 
strike  the  greater  house  with  breaches,  and  the  lesser 
house  with  clefts. 

13  Can  horses  run  upon  the  rocks,  or  can  any  one 
plough  with  buffles,  for  you  have  turned  judgment  into 
bitterness,  and  the  fruit  of  justice  into  wormwood? 

14  You  that  rejoice  in  a  thing  of  nought :  you  that  say : 
Have  we  not  taken  unto  us  horns  by  our  own  strength  ? 

15  But  behold,  I  will  raise  up  a  nation  against  you,  0 
house  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord,  the  Gocl  of  hosts  :  and  they 
shall  destroy  vou  from  the  entrance  of  Emath,  even  to  the 
torrent  of  the  desert. 

CHAP.  VII. 

The  prophet  sees,  M  three  visions,  evils  coming  upon  Israel:  he  is  accused  oj 

treason  by  the  false  prie  st  of  BetM. 

THESE  things  the  Lord  God  showed  to  me:  and 
behold,  the  locust  was  formed  in  the  beginning  of 
the  shooting  up  of  the  latter  rain ;  and  lo,  was  the  latter 
rain  after  the  king's  mowing;. 

2  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  they  had  made  an 
end  of  eating  the  grass  of  the  land,  I  said  :  0  Lord  God, 
be  merciful,  I  beseech  thee  :  who  shall  raise  up  Jacob, 
for  he  is  verv  little  ? 

3  The  Lord  had  pity  upon  this :  It  shall  not  be,  sain 
the  Lord. 

4  These  thines  the  Lord  God  showed  to  me  :  and  be- 


*  Jer.  It.  14. 


his  talent  to  a  better  purpose.  C. — Sept.  "  they  deemed  them  stuble,  and  not  fugi- 
tive things."  H. 

Ver.  0.  In  bowls.  Sept.  "refined,"  (H.)  or  cleared  of  the  dregs. — Joseph, 
of  their  brethren,  or  thev  seem  to  have  no  share  in  the  sufferings  of  mankind.  Psal. 
barfl.  5. 

Ver.  8.  Jacob.  God  loved  the  humility  of  the  patriarch,  und  hated  the  pride 
of  his  posterity.  W. 

Vek.  9.    Die.    Their  numbers  will  not  protect  them  from  the  plague. 

Ver.  10.  Burn.  After  the  captivity,  it  was  more  common  to  bury  or  to  em- 
balm the  dead.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Lord.  He  has  done  it.  Do  not  repine-  Theod.  S.  Cyr. — Heb.  "He 
silent,  and  not  to  remember  the,"  4cc  He  will  offer  comfort.  C— Still,  none  will 
return  to  the  Lord.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  13.  BvJJfcs,  which  cannot  be  tamed.  Heb.  "with  oxen."  We  must 
understand,  on  rocks.  C- 

Ver.  14.  Nought;  in  your  idols,  which  are  nothing,  (1  Cor.  viii.  4,)  or  in 
your  own  strength,  for  tin1  cations,  or  allies. — Horns:  glory  and  power.  C. 

Ver.  15.  Nation ;  the  Assyrians. — Desert,  commonly  called  Bnzor,  (C.) 
between  Damietta  and  Rhiuocorura.  S.  Jer. — The  whole  territory  of  Israel,  reach- 
ing so  far,  (ver.  2,  )  shall  be  laid  waste.  C. 

CHAP.  VII.  Ver.  1.  The  locust,  Sec.  These  judgments  by  locusts  and  fire 
which  by  the  prophet's  intercession  were  moderated,  signify  the  former  invasions  ol 
the  Assyrians  under  Phul  and  Theglathphulassur,  before  the  utter  desolation  oj 
Israel  by  Salmanasar-  Ch. — Locusts  denoted  the  Assyrian  Invaders.  4  Kings  xviii. 
W. — Formed.  Lit.  "  the  maker  of  the  locust,  in  the  beginning  of  the  hrrbs  shoot- 
ing," Jcc,  f  H.)  in  spring.  S.  Jer. — They  pasture  in  our  January  :  yet  the  grass  oj 
autumn  may  bo  meant.  The  king  took  tho  best  which  grow  in  summer.  C  — 
Sept.  "and  lo.  a  swarm  of  locusts  coining  in  the  morning;  and  lo.  one  bruchia, 
Gog,  the  king,"  (II. }  or  "against  king  Gog."  C— Aquila  haa,  "of  the  king  c' 
Gaza."  He  probably  left  the  original  term,  (S.  Jor.,)  yoz.  H.— The  In  radon  & 
the  Assyrians,  Chaldeans,  and  Scythians  is  insinuated.  Theod. 

Ver.  4.    Part  of  tho  land,  if  the  prophet  had  not  interposed  (ver.  6.  O  ) ;  ct 
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hold,  the  Lord  called  for  judgment  unto  fire,  and  it  de- 
voured the  great  deep,  and  eat  up  a  part  at  the  same  time. 

5  And  I  said :  O  Lord  God,  cease,  I  beseech  thee : 
who  shall  raise  up  Jacob,  for  he  is  a  little  one  ? 

6  The  Lord  had  pity  upon  this :  Yea,  this  also  shall  not 
be,  said  the  Lord  God. 

7  These  things  the  Lord  showed  to  me :  and  behold, 
the  Lord  was  standing  upon  a  plastered  wall,  and  in  his 
hand  a  mason's  trowel. 

8  And  the  Lord  said  to  me :  What  seest  thou,  Amos? 
And  I  said  :  A  mason's  trowel.  And  the  Lord  said  :  Be- 
hold, I  will  lay  down  the  trowel  in  the  midst  of  my  peo- 
ple, Israel :  I  will  plaster  them  over  no  more. 

9  And  the  high  places  of  the  idol  shall  be  thrown 
down,  and  the  sanctuaries  of  Israel  shall  be  laid  waste : 
and  I  will  rise  up  against  the  house  of  Jeroboam  with  the 
sword. 

10  And  Amasias,  the  priest  of  Bethel,  sent  to  Jero- 
boam, king  of  Israel,  saying :  Amos  hath  rebelled  against 
thee  in  the  midst  of  the  house  of  Israel :  the  land  is  not 
able  to  bear  all  his  words. 

11  For  thus  saith  Amos:  Jeroboam  shall  die  by  the 
sword,  and  Israel  shall  be  carried  away  captive  out  of 
their  own  land. 

12  And  Amasias  said  to  Amos :  Thou  seer,  go,  flee 
away  into  the  land  of  Juda :  and  eat  bread  there,  and  pro- 
phesy there. 

13  But  prophesy  not  again  any  more  in  Bethel :  be- 
cause it  is  the  kings  sanctuary,  and  it  is  the  house  of  the 
kingdom. 

14  And  Amos  answered,  and  said  to  Amasias:  I  am 
not  a  prophet,  nor  am  1  the  son  of  a  prophet :  but  I  am 
a  herdsman,  plucking  wild  figs. 

15  And  the  Lord  took  me  when  I  followed  the  flock,  and 
the  Lord  said  to  me :  Go,  prophesy  to  my  people,  Israel. 

16  And  now,  hear  thou  the  word  of  the  Lord:  Thou 
sayest :  Thou  shalt  not  prophesy  against  Israel,  and  thou 
sbalt  not  drop  thy  word  upon  the  house  of  the  idol. 

wer  civil  wars  desolated  a  ifreat  part  of  the  kingdom,  before  the  Lord  was  ap- 
pealed. H. — The  fire  fore.-howed  the  captivity  of  the  two  tribes.  4  Kings  jodv.  W, 
'4  Ver.  7.  Plastered.  Heb.  11  wall,  made  by  a  plumb-line,  with  a  plumb-line 
in  his  baud."  P.-ot.  H. — But  Sept.,  Syr.,  ice.  seem  more  literal,  (C.)  "on  a  wall 
nf  adamant,  and  a  diamond  in  his  hand." — God  appearing  on  such  a  wall,  inti- 
mated that  the  separation  between  him  and  has  people  was  complete.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Plaster,  tfept.  11 1  will  no  more  pass  over  it."  the  cdamantine  walL 
I  will  hide  their  faults  no  longer.  H. — This  third  vision  alluded  to  the  distress  of 
the  ten  tribes.  4  Kings  xv.  -20.  W. 

Ver.  9.  Idol  fleb.  "Isaac"  C— Sept.  "laughter."  H. — Isaac  had  resided 
for  some  time  at  Bersabee.  which  was  a  place  frequented  by  the  idolaters.  Chap, 
v.  5,  and  viii.  14.  Josias  overthrew  H  Kinirs  x>;ii.  d.  C.)  the  profane  "altars." 
\\.— Sword.    His  son  Zacbarias  wiis  slain  after  s.x  months'  reign.  Ver.  G,  11. 

Ver.  lL  Sword*  The  prophet  did  not  nay  this,  but  that  tho  Lord  would  rite 
up  against  the  house  of  Jeroboam  with  the  siecrd  ;  which  was  verified  when 
Zaeharias,  the  son  and  successor  of  Jeroboam,  was  slain  by  the  sword.  4  Kings 
xv-  10.  Ch. — The  false  prophet  was  therefore  guilty  of  a  lie. 

Ver.  12.  Seer.  This  was  the  ancient  title  of*  prophets  (1  Kings  ix.  9.  C); 
but  it  is  here  used  contnroeliously.  H. 

Ver.  13.  Sanctuary,  or  " palace.*'  Kimchi. — The  kings  resided  commonly  in 
.Samaria :  but  they  came  liither  to  practise  their  religion,  and  had  a  palace.  C. 

Ver.  14.  I  am  not  a  prophet.  That  is,  I  am  not  a  prophet  by  education: 
oor  is  prophesying;  my  calling  or  profession :  but  I  am  a  herdsman",  whom  God 
was  pleased  to  send  liither  to  prophesy  to  Israel.  Ch. — He  speaks  with  the  like 
humility  as  the  Baptist.  John  i.  21  ;  Luke  vii.  20.  It  seems  the  prophets  usually 
loft  their  trade,  and  upplied  to  meditation.  Zac.  viii.  5.  Sept.  M  I  was  not  a  pro- 
phet, nor,"  &c 

Ver.  16.  Drop;  menaces.  Ezec.  xx.  4G.  Sept.  "thou  shalt  not  disturb  (C.) 
^  threaten  the  house  of  Jacob."  S.  Jer.— Idol;  the  calf,  worshipped  in  Bethel. 
Oh.— Heb.  "  Isuuc,"  as  ver.  9.  H. 

Ver.  17     Play.    Svmmaehua  has  better,  "shall  be  treated  as  a  harlot."  A 


17  Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Thy  wife  shall  play 
the  harlot  in  the  city,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  daughters 
shall  fall  by  the  sword,  and  thy  land  shall  be  measured  by 
a  line:  and  thou  shalt  die  in  a  polluted  land,  and  Israel 
shall  go  into  captivity  out  of  their  land. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Under  the  figure  of  a  hook,  which  bringeth  down  the  fruit,  the  approaching 
desolation  of  Israel  is  foreshoiced,  for  their  avarice  and  itijustices, 

THESE  things  the  Lord  showed  to  me :  and  behold  a 
hook  to  draw  down  the  fruit. 

2  And  he  said  :  What  seest  thou,  Amos  ?  And  I  said  : 
A  hook  to  draw  down  fruit.  And  the  Lord  said  to  me : 
The  end  is  come  upon  my  people,  Israel :  I  will  not  again 
pass  by  them  any  more. 

3  And  the  hinges  of  the  temple  shall  screek  in  that 
day,  saith  the  Lord  God :  many  shall  die :  silence  shall 
be  cast  in  every  place. 

1  Hear  this,  you  that  crush  the  poor,  and  make  the 
..ciedy  of  the  land  to  fail, 

5  Saying :  When  will  the  month  be  over,  and  we  shall 
sell  our  wares :  and  the  sabbath,  and  we  shall  open  the 
corn :  that  we  may  lessen  the  measure  and  increase  the 
side,  and  may  convey  in  deceitful  balances. 

6  That  we  may  possess  the  needy  for  money,  and  the 
poor  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  may  spII  the  refuse  of  the 
corn. 

7  The  Lord  hath  sworn  against  ate  pride  of  Jacob : 
Surely  I  will  nevfir  forget  all  their  works. 

8  Shall  not  the  land  tremble  for  this,  and  every  one 
mourn  that  dwelleth  therein :  and  rise  up  altogether  as  a 
river,  and  be  cast  out,  and  run  down  as  the  river  of 
Egypt? 

9  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord 
God,  that  the  sun  shall  go  down  at  mid-day,  and  1  will 
make  the  earth  dark  in  the  day  of  light : 

10  *And  I  will  turn  your  feasts  into  mourning,  and  all 
your  songs  in  lamentation :  and  1  will  bring  up  sackcloth 

•  Tob.  it  6;  I  Mac  1.41. 

11  husband  would  rather  hear  that  his  wife  had  been  slain  than  defiled."  3.  Jer. — 
Line,  and  divided  among  strangers. — £nnd.  out  of  Palestine.  All  other  countries 
were  deemed  unclean.  Amasias  was  probably  exiled,  or  led  captive  by  Theglath- 
phalassar,  as  Salmanasar  did  not  come  til!  sixty-two  years  after  the  death  of 
Jeroboam.  C. 

CHAP.  VIII.  Vek.  L    Hook.     Heb.  "basket  of  summer  fruit"  Sept 
11  bird-C»ga  or  net."  H.— Israel  wan  ripe  for  destruction.  Ver.  2;  chap.  vii.  8.  C. 
— Not  only  those  who  were  near.  (4  Kings  xv.  29,)  but  the  rest  also  wore  taken, 
(4  Kin^s  xvii.  0,)  as  we  pull  with  a  hook  the  fruit  which  we  cannot  reach  other- 
wise. W. 

Ver.  8.  Temple,  when  God  comes  like  a  mighty  warrior ;  or  when  tho  pro- 
fane temples  shall  be  pillaged.  Chap.  fx.  ].  Heb.  also,  "the  canticles  of  the  tem- 
ple or  palace  shall  be  changed  into  lamentations."— Place  Heb.  "a  multitude 
of  dead  bodies  shall  be  east  in  every  place.    Keep  silence."  C. 

Vbh.  5.  Month ;  the  first  day  was  observed  as  a  festival.  A* urn.  x.  10.  H. — 
At  the  expiration  of  the  month  usurers  demanded  their  money.  Hor.  i.  Sat.  3. 
Aristop.  Nub.  U.  1. — Corn,  to  sell  after  the  sabbatical  year,  when  it  was  dearest. 
Sabbath  also  denotes  all  "  festivals."    These  misers  think  that  there  are  too  many. 

Ver.  6.  Shoes,  for  almost  nothing.  Thus  they  forced  the  poor  ro  serve,  or  to 
sell  their  effects. 

Ver.  7.  Jacob,  because  the  rich  despise  tho  poor.  It  may  also  mean,  that  h6 
swore  by  heaven  or  the  temple,  (Lev.  xxvi.  10,)  or  that  he  would  destroy  the  high 
places.  C. 

Vek.  8.  Altogether.  Sept.  "its  total  ruin  shall  rise  as  a  river."—  Egypt. 
The  whole  land  shall  l>e  visited  with  misery,  as  Egypt  i*  by  the  Nile.  H. — The 
enemy  shall  retire  with  the  booty.  The-  Nile  overflows  in  summer,  and  covers 
Egypt  for  six  weeks,  carrying  much  earth  with  its  impetuous  waves.  Isa.  xviii.  2. 

Vek.  0.  Light.  Usher  (A.  3213)  explains  this  of  an  eclipse,  at  Pentccoet. 
The  Fathers  generally  understand  that  which  accompanied  the  death  of  Christ; 
but  it  onlv  implies  great  desolation  and  terror.  Jer.  xv.  0;  Joel  in-  11.  5.  Jer., 
&c.  C 


upon  ever}'  back  of  yours,  and  baldness  upon  every  head  : 
and  I  will  make  it  as  the  mourning  of  an  only  son,  and 
the  latter  end  thereof  as  a  bitter  day. 

11  Behold  the  days  Cutne,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will 
send  forth  a  famine  into  the  land :  not  a  famine  of  bread, 
nor  a  thirst  of  water,  but  of  hearing  the  word  of  the 
Lord. 

12  And  they  shall  move  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the 
north  to  the  east :  they  shall  go  about  seeking  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  and  shall  not  find  it. 

13  In  that  day  the  fair  virgins  and  the  ycraig  men 

shall  faint  for  thirst. 

14  They  that  swear  by  the  sin  of  Samaria,  and  say : 
Thy  God,  0  Dan,  liveth  :  and  the  way  of  Bersabee  liveth  : 
and  they  shall  fall,  and  shall  rise  no  more. 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  certainty  of  the  desolation  of  Israel:  the  restoring  of  the  tabernacle  of 
David,  and  'the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles  to  tie  Church  ,-  which  shall 
flourish  for  ever. 

I SAW  the  Lord  standing  upon  the  altar,  and  he  said  : 
Strike  the  hinges,  and  let  the  lintels  be  shook :  for 
there  is  covetou>ness  in  the  head  of  them  all,  and  I  will 
slay  the  last  of  them  with  the  sword :  there  shall  be  no 
flio-ht  for  them :  they  shall  flee,  and  he  that  shall  flee  of 

them  slall  not  be  delivered. 

2  'Though  they  go  down  even  to  hell,  thence  shall  my 
hand  bring  them  out:  and  though  they  climb  up  to 
heaven,  thence  will  I  bring  them  down. 

3  And  though  they  be  hid  in  the  top  of  Carmel.  1  will 
search  and  take  them  away  from  thence  :  and  though  they 
hide  themselves  from  my  eyes  in  the  depth  of  the  sea, 
there  will  I  command  the  serpent,  and  be  shall  bite  them. 

4  And  if  they  go  into  captivity  before  their  enemies, 
there  will  I  command  the  sword,  and  it  shall  kill  th  ,m.1' 
And  I  will  set  my  eyes  upon  them  for  evil,  and  n<>t  for 
good. 

r>  And  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  is  he  who  toucheth 
the  earth,  and  it  shall  melt :  and  all  that  dwell  therein 


»  Pal.  caxxriii.  Jer.  xfiv.  11.— c  Supra,  v.  R 


Ver.  11.  Cord.  During  the  siege  provisions  were  Wanting,  but  instruction 
still  more  so.  W.— Israel  had  banished  Amos.  They  would  he  left  destitute.  We 
rnd  no  prophet  among  them  during  the  captivity,  except  Tobias.  Chap.  xm.  3. 
We  may  apply  this  to  the  state  of  the  Jews  ?ince  the  death  of  Christ.  They  have 
uo  guides.  C- 

Vhb.  12.    Sea  to  sea :  from  west  to  south,  or  to  the  ocean ;  iu  whatever  part 

of  the  world  they  may  be.  C. 

Vbr.  14.  Sin.  Sept.  "propitiation,"  which  the  pagans  deemed  requisite 
(Hot.  i.  Ode  2);  or  wot  ship  (H.)  of  Baal,  (4  Kings  xvii.  16.  C.)  and  all  the 
other  superstitious.  H. — Way.  Sept.  "thy  God,"  or  religion,  (AeU  Ix.  2,)  or 
pilgrimage  to  Uersubee.  Chap.  v.  5.  Perhaps  the  true  God  was  here  adored;  but 
it  was  in  a  manner  which  he  condemned.  C. 

CHAP.  IX.  VBR.  1.  Altar,  in  Jerusalem.  Chap.  viii.  3,  and  i.  2.  God  is 
cuing  to  punish  Israel,  (C.)  or  the  two  tribes.  Chal.  S.  Jer.— Sword.  The  princes 
and  people  are  ull  guilty.    Sept.  *  strike  or  cut  on  the  heads  of  all."  H. 

Vek.  2.    Hell ;  to  the  deepest  caves,  where  they  used  to  flee,  Psal.  exxxviii.  8. 

Ver.  6.  Ascension,  or  his  high  throne.  Ch.— Sept.  "the  ascent,  and  hath 
founded  the  declaration  (H.)  or  promise  upon,"  &a,  which  must  be  explained  En  a 

moral  sense.  C  Bundle.    That  is,  his  Church,  bound  up  together  by  tho  band 

nf  one  faith  and  communion,  fCh.j  which  God  will  protect,  and  punish  sin- 
m  W. 


shall  mourn :  and  it  shall  rise  up  as  a  river,  and  shall  run 
down  as  the  river  of  Egypt. 

6  He  that  buildeth  his  ascension  m  heaven,  and  hath 
founded  his  bundle  upon  the  earth:  cwho  calleth  the 
waters  of  the  sea,  and  poureth  them  out  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  the  Lord  is  his  name. 

7  Are  not  you  as  the  children  of  the  Ethiopians  unto 
me,  0  children  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  ?  did  not  I  bring 
up  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt:  dand  the  Palestines 
out  of  Cappadocia,  and  the  Syrians  out  of  Cyrene  ? 

8  Behold,  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  God  are  upon  the  sin- 
ful kingdom,  and  I  will  destroy  it  from  the  face  of  the 
earth :  °but  yet  I  will  not  utterly  destroy  the  house  of 
Jacob,  saith  the  Lord. 

9  For  behold,  I  will  command,  and  I  will  sift  the  house 
of  Israel  among  all  nations,  as  corn  is  sifted  in  a  sieve : 
and  there  shall  not  a  little  stone  fall  to  the  ground. 

10  All  the  tinners  of  my  people  shall  fall  by  the  sword  : 
who  say  :  Tho  evils  shall  not  approach,  and  shall  not  come 
upon  us. 

1 1  In  that  day  e  1  will  raise  up  the  tabernacle  of  David, 
that  is  fallen :  and  I  will  close  up  the  breaches  of  the  walls 
thereof,  and  repair  what  was  fallen  :  and  I  will  rebuild  it 

as  in  the  days  of  old. 

12  That  they  may  possess  the  remnant  of  Edom,  ant 
all  nations,  because  my  name  is  invoked  upon  them: 
saith  the  Lord,  that  doth  these  things. 

13  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  when  the 
ploughman  shall  overtake  the  reaper,  and  the  treader  of 
grapes  him  that  soweth  seed :  and  fthe  mountains  shall 
drop  sweetness,  and  every  hill  shall  be  tilled. 

14  And  I  will  bring  back  the  captivity  of  my  people, 
Israel :  and  they  shall  build  the  abandoned  cities,  and  in- 
habit them  :  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards,  and  drink  the 
wine  of  them :  and  shall  make  gardens,  and  eat  the  fruits 
of  them.  And  I  will  plant  them  upon  their  own  land  : 
and  I  will  no  more  pluck  them  out  of  their  land,  which  I 
have  given  them,  saith  the  Lord,  thy  God. 

*  Dent,  ii.  25 ;  Jer.  xlvii.  4.—*  Acts  XT.  16.— '  Joel  IH.  18- 


Ver.  7.  Ethiopia™.  That  is,  as  black  as  they,  by  your  iniquities.  Ch.—Cbua 
was  father  of  Scythians,  Arabs,  ice.  Yet  none  of  these  nations  were  under  the 
peculiar  protection  of  God.— Cappadocia.  Cyprus.  (Gen.  x.  14,)  or  rather  Crete. 
1  Kings.  C.—  Cyrcne,  (Sym.,)  «  wall,"  (Th.)  or  »  pit."  dept.  Theglathphalassar 
took  Aram  or  the  people  of  Damascus  into  captivity.  C. 

Vbr.  0.    Ground,  to  be  mixed  with  the  good  corn.    Israel  shall  be  punned  m 

captivity.  C.  ......  ,  ^  -i 

Vek.  11.    Haviil.    S.  James,  after  S.  Peter,  explains  this  of  the  vocation  of 

the  Gentiles.  Acts  xv.  15.  W. 

Ver.  12.  Edom,  subdued  by  ilircan.  with  the  surrounding  nations,  me 
earne  letters  mav  be  read  Adam,  "  man,"  as  tho  Sept.  have,  agreeably  to  Acts  xv. 

17.  c  "  That  the  rest  of  men  might  seek  tho  Lord,  (Grahe  substitutes  me,)  and 

nil  the  nations  npon  whom  my,"  &c.  Edom  and  all  mankind  shall  receive  tho 
slid  tidings  of  salvation.  H. 

Vek.  13.  Shall  overtake,  &c  By  this  is  meant  the  great  abundance  of  spi- 
ritual blessings;  which,  as  it  wore,  by  a  constant  succession,  shall  eurich  the 
Church  of  Christ.  Ch.— Minister,  and  his  imitator,  Clarius,  see  nothing  but  an 
allegory  in  this  abundance  and  return,  ver.  14.  Yet  the  literal  sense  ought  to  be 
adopted,  wheu  it  involves  no  contradiction.  Houbigant,  Pref.  p.  21)7.— G'xl  promises 
a  succession  of  crops  to  the  faithful  Israelites,  (Lev.  xxfi.  5,)  aud  the  return  of  Uifi 
|  ten  tribes  is  frequently  specified.  C. 


* 

PKOPHECY  OF  ABDTAS. 


vBRia-:    whose  oam«  fi  Interpreted  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  is  believed  to  h»T»  prophesied  about  the  same  time  as  Osee,  Joel,  and  Amos;  though  tome  of  u> 
Hebrews,  who  believe  him  to  be  the  same  with  Achub's  steward,  make  him  much  more  ancient.    His  prophecy  is  the  shortest  of  any  in  number  of  words,  but  »«e!cV 
hi  none,  says  ri.  Jcrom,  in  the  sublimity  of  mysteries.    It  contains  but  ono  chapter.  Ch. — He  foretells  the  destruction  of  Edom,  for  its  pride  and  enmity  against  th 
Jews ;  whose  return  and  redemption  of  mankind  are  also  announced.  W. — Abdias  seems  to  have  prophesied  alter  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  before  JVabu 
chodonosor  attacked  Edom,  kc,  which  took  place  within  live  years.  C. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  destruction  of  Edom,  for  their  pride :  and  the  wrongs  'hey  did  to  Jacob: 

the  salvation  and  victory  of  Israel. 

THE-  vision  of  Abdias.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  to 
Edom : b  We  have  heard  a  rumour  from  the  Lord, 
and  he  hath  sent  an  ambassador  to  the  nations  :  Arise, 
and  let  us  rise  up  to  battle  against  him. 

2  Behold,  I  have  made  thee  small  among  the  nations  : 
thou  art  exceedingly  contemptible. 

3  The  pride  of  thy  heart  hath  lifted  thee  up,  who 
dwellest  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  settest  up  thy  throne 
on  high :  who  sayest  in  thy  heart :  Who  shall  bring  me 

down  to  the  ground  ? 

4  Though  thou  be  exalted  as  an  eagle,  and  though 
thou  set  thy  nest  among  the  stars  :  thence  will  I  bring 

thee  down,  saith  the  Lord. 

5  If  thieves  had  gone  in  to  thee,  if  robbers  by  night, 
how  wouldst  thou  have  held  thy  peace  ?  would  they  not 
have  stolen  till  they  had  enough?  if  the  grape-gatherers 
had  come  into  thee,  would  they  not  have  left  thee  at  the 
least  a  cluster  ? 

6  How  have  they  searched  Esau,  how  have  they  sought 

out  his  hidden  things? 

7  They  have  sent  thee  out  even  to  the  border  :  all  the 
men  of  thy  confederacy  have  deceived  thee  :  the  men  of 
thy  peace  have  prevailed  against  thee  :  they  that  eat  with 
thee,  shall  lay  snares  under  thee :  there  is  no  wisdom  in 

him.  '  .Mfe  -  * 

8  cS1ih11  not  I  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord,  destroy  the 

wise  out  of  Edom,  and  understanding  out  of  the  mount  of 
Esau? 

9  And  thy  valiant  men  of  the  south  shall  be  afraid, 
that  man  may  be  cut  off  from  the  mount  of  Esau. 

10  dFor  the  slaughter,  and  for  the  iniquity  against  thy 

»  A.  M.  cireitet  «14,  A.  C.  710.—*  Jer.  xlix.  14. 


more  potent. 


CHAP.  If  Ver.  1.  Edom.  The  Jews  understand  thi3  of  the  Romans;  others 
apply  it  to  themselves  ;  but  it  .seems  to  speak  of  the  Idumeans. 

Vbr.  2.    Contemptible.    The  naticna  of  Chaldea,  ic.  were  far 
lfet  Edom  most  be  brought  still  lower. 

Vbr.  3.  Rocks.  Heb.  "  Sela,"  or  Petra,  the  capital.  C— People  dwell  in 
taverns  from  Eleutheropolis  to  Ailath.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  5.    Cluster.    Jer.  xlix.  9.    The  Chaldeans  take  all,  and  remove  the  peo- 
Vev.  7. 

Ver.  7.  Peace.  The  enemy  had  used  their  services  against  the  Jews;  but 
bow  thev  invade  their  confederates.  C. 

Ver.'O.  South.  Heb.  "Thcman,"  (C)  where  the  Romans  kept  a  garrison, 
fifteen  miles  south  of  Petra.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  10.  Slaughter.  They  invaded  the  dominions  of  Achaz,  and  incited  the 
enemv  to  destrov  all.  'J  Par.  xxviii.  17;  Psal.  cxsxvi.  7. 

Ver.  11.    Captive.    He  alludes  to  the  taking  of  Sedecias. 

Ver.  12.  Thou  shalt  not  look,  &c,  or,  thou  ahonldst  not.  kc.  It  is  a  reprehen- 
sion for  what  they  had  done,  and  at  the  same  time  a  declaration  that  these  things 
should  not  pass  unpunished.  Ch. — Magnify.  Lit.  thou  shalt  not  speak  arrogantly 
agnmit  the  children  of  Juda,  as  insulting  them  in  their  distress,  (Ch.)  like  people 
5WQ 


brother,  Jacob,  confusion  shall  cover  thee,  and  thou  shah 
perish  for  ever. 

11  In  the  day  when  thou  stoodest  against  him,  wbei 
strangers  carried  away  h;s  army  captive,  and  foreigner; 
entered  into  his  gates,  and  cast  lots  upon  Jerusalem  :  thot 
also  wast  as  one  of  them. 

12  But  thou  shalt  not  look  on  in  tht  day  of  thy  brother 
in  the  day  of  his  leaving  his  country  :  and  thou  shalt  no 
rejoice  over  the  children  of  Juda,  in  the  day  of  their  de 
struction :  and  thou  shalt  not  magnify  thy  mouth  in  th:: 
day  of  distress. 

13  Neither  shalt  thou  enter  into  the  gate  of  my  people 
in  the  day  of  their  ruin :  neither  shalt  thou  also  look  or 
in  his  evils,  in  the  day  of  his  calamity  ;  and  thou  shalt  not 
be  sent  out  against  his  army,  in  the  day  of  his  desolation 

14  Neither  shalt  thou  stand  in  the  crossways  to  kill 
them  that  flee :  and  thou  shalt  not  shut  up  them  that  re  - 
main  of  him  in  the  day  of  tribulation. 

15  For  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand  upon  all  nations 
as  thou  hast  done,  so  shall  it  be  done  to  thee :  he  wii! 
turn  thy  reward  upon  thy  own  head. 

16  For  as  you  have  drunk  upon  my  holy  mountain,  so 
all  nations  shall  drink  continually :  and  they  shall  drink 
and  sup  up,  and  they  shall  be  as  though  they  were  not. 

17  And  in  Mount  Sion  shall  be  salvation,  and  it  shal! 
be  holy :  and  the  house  of  Jacob  shall  possess  those  that 
possessed  them. 

18  And  the  house  of  Jacob  shall  be  a  fire,  and  the  house 
of  Joseph  a  flame,  and  the  house  of  Esau  stubble :  and 
they  shall  be  kindled  in  them,  and  shall  devour  them  : 
and  there  shall  be  no  remains  of  the  house  of  Esau,  for 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

19  And  they  that  are  toward  the  south,  shall  inherit  the 
mount  of  Esau,  and  they  that  are  in  the  plains,  the  Phi 

•  Iia.  xxix.  14;  1  Cor.  1.  19.—*  Gen.  xxvii.  4J. 

mocking.  When  they  shall  be  themselves  afflicted,  they  iball  ceaa*  to  upbraic 
the  Jows.  C. 

Vbr.  13.  Army/.  Heb.  also,  "  goods."  Sept  "  thou  wilt  not  join  their  anm 
In  the  day  of  ruin.""  II . 

Vbr.  14.  Flee.  The  Idumeans  might  easily  hive  concealed  the  fugitives 
But  they  were  so  inhuman  as  to  fall  upon  them,  (C.)  or  drive  them  back. 

Vbr.  15.    Nations  around.  H. 

Ver.  1G.  Drink.  They  shall  rejoice  at  your  &H,  as  yon  did  at  that  of  Ju& 
(S.  Jer.) ;  or,  as  my  people  has  not  been  spared,  can  you  expect  to  escape  ?  Jer 
xlix.  12. — Not.  These  nations  and  the  Clialdeans  ihemselves  were  brought  low 
while  the  Jews  regained  the  regal  power. 

Ver.  17.  Sitm.  This  prosperity,  in  the  historical  sense,  was  promised  to  tlx 
Jews,  after  their  return  ;  and  they  enjoyed  as  much  of  it  as  tbeir  sins  did  not  hin- 
der ;  the  rest  was  fulfilled  hi  Christ  S.  Jer.  ad  Dari  W.— Holy.  Provideoc, 
watched  over  the  Jew*  in  a  particular  manner,  wbi«  the  neighbouring  nations  w*l 
u  prey  to  the  Persians,  to  Alexander,  &c 

\nn.  18.  Stubble.  The  Jews  often  attacked  Edom,  and  at  last  forced  tfet*. 
to  submit  to  the  law  of  (urciunrisxro.— Remains.  Sept.  copv  vn«r;  "com  fli- 
er earner."  H. 


Ohap.  I.                                                    ABDIAS.                                                   Chap.  I. 

USuliCS  .  and  loey  Snail  possess  IIIS  Country  OI  CipIUaUDj 

and  the  country  of  Samaria;  and  Benjamin  shall  possess 
'lalaad. 

20  And  the  captivity  of  this  host  of  the  children  of  Is- 
acl,  all  the  places  of  the  Chanaanites,  even  to  Sarepta: 

ana  tne  captivity  01  Jerusalem,  that  is  m  bosphorus,  stiai 
i  possess  the  cities  of  the  south. 

21  And  saviours  shall  come  up  into  Mount  Sion  to 
:  judge  the  mount  of  Esau  :  and  the  kingdom  shall  be  for 

the  Lord. 

Ver.  19.  Plains.  Sephala.  Jos.  x.  40. — S^imaria,  which  the  Cutheans  had 
ftccupied,  till  AJaxandg  subjected  them  to  the  Jews,  and  Ilircan  asserted  his  au- 
thority.  Jos.  Ant.  xiii.  18. — Galaad,  east  of  the  Jordan.  Benjamin  alone  did  not 
occupy  this  country. 

Ver.  20.    Sarepta.    This  was  accomplished  after  the  persecution  of  Epiphanes. 

^d^/tux.        ?.  Jeroto's  master  interpreted  Sepharad.    But  it  seems  rather 

• 

Tl 

PEOPHBCY 

i  ok  a  ft  pripUwied  in  the  ve!gn  of  Jeroboam  I L,  as  we  learn  from  4  Kinjs  sir.  25. 
of  (Jetb-Opher,  in  the  tribe  of  Zabulon.  and  consequently  of  Galilee  ;  which  confi 
Galilee.    £Ie  prophcsic/l  and  prefigured  in  hU  own  person  the  death  and  resurrec 
the  Gentiles,  Ch. — The  most  incredible  mystery  in  our  religion,  and  the  vocation 

CHAPTER  I. 

Jonas  being  sent  to  preach  in  Xinire,  fleeth  away  by  tea:  a  tempest  riseth: 
of  which  he  being  found,  by  lot,  to  be  tlxe  cause,  is  cast  into  the  sea,  which 
thereupon  is  calmed. 

"jVTOW*  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jonas,  the  son 
_Ll    "f  Amathi,  saying: 

2  Arise,  and  go  to  Ninive,  the  great  city,  and  preach 
in  it :  for  the  wickedness  thereof  is  come  up  before  me. 

3  And  Joims  rose  up  to  flee  into  Tharsis  from  the  face 
of  the  Lord,  and  lie  went  down  to  Joppe,  and  found  a 
ship  going  to  Tharsis :  and  he  paid  the  fare  thereof,  and 
went  down  into  it,  to  go  with  them  to  Tharsis  from  the 
face  of  the  Lord. 

4  But  the  Lord  sent  a  great  wind  into  the  sea:  and  a 
great  tempest  was  raised  in  the  sea,  and  the  ship  was  in 
danger  to  be  broken. 

5  And  the  mariners  were  afraid,  and  the  men  cried  to 
their  pod :  and  they  cast  forth  the  wares  that  were  in  the 
ship,  into  the  sea,  to  lighten  it  of  them :  and  Jonas  went 
down  into  the  inner  part  of  the  ship,  and  fell  into  a  deep 
sleep. 

6  And  the  ship-master  came  to  him,  and  said  to  him  : 

W  llV   iivt   tltrtll    FQCr    Qttl  aan  ?     i>i     .              /anil    , » ,-. ,~ *1,„                   "  C 

"  uj  uil  uiuu  loot  asieep  i  r^e  up,  can  upon  tuy  \jrocl,  it 
oo  be  that  God  will  think  of  us,  that  we  may  not*  perish. 

7  And  they  said  every  one  to  his  fellow:  Come, 
and  let  us  cast  lots,  that  we  may  know  why  this  evil  is 

»  A.  M.  circiler  3197,  A.  C.  H07. 

to  moan  a  part  of  Mesopotamia.    Sippara  stands  above,  where  the  Euphrates 

;  divides  its  streams. 

Ver.  21.    Saviours,  the  JIachabees,  as  figures  of  Christ.   The  temporal  power 
of  tho  Jews  ended  thirty-seven  years  after  his  resurrection.  C— The  rest  of  this 
prophecy  (ver.  10)  regards  Christ's  kingdom  over  all  nations  which  believe  in  him> 
and  receive  the  remission  of  their  sins.  Acts  x.  43.  8.  Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei,  yvili.  31.  W 

IE 

OF  JONAS, 

to  whom  also  he  foretold  his  success  in  restoring  all  the  borders  of  Israel.    He  irrj 
ilea  that  assertion  of  the  Pharisees,  (John  vii.  52, )  that  no  prophet  ever  arose  ont  of 
tion  of  Christ,  and  was  the  only  one  among  the  prophets  who  was  sent  to  pre«icii  to 

of  the  Gentil«,  are  thus  insinuated.  C. 

upon  us.     And  they  cast  lots,  and  the  lot  fell  upoD 

Jonas.                                      ^j^MEtv"  $ 

8  And  they  said  to  him :  Tell  us  for  what  cause  thii 
evil  is  upon  us,  what  is  thy  business?  of  what  country  art 
thou  ?  and  whither  goest  thou  ?  or  of  what  people  art  thou ? 

9  And  he  said  to  them  :  I  am  a  Hebrew,  and  I  fear  tu$ 
Lord,  the  God  of  heaven,  who  made  both  the  sea  and  the 
dry  land. 

10  And  the  men  were  greatly  afraid,  and  they  said  to 
him  :  Why  hast  thou  done  this  ?  (for  the  men  knew  that 
he  fled  from  the  face  of  the  Lord :  because  he  had  told 
them.) 

1 1  And  they  said  to  him :  What  shall  we  do  to  then, 
that  the  sea  may  be  calm  to  us?  for  the  sea  flowed  an  ] 

swelled. 

12  And  he  said  to  them:  Take  me  up,  and  cast  me 
into  the  sea,  and  the  sea  shall  be  calm  to  you  :  for  I  know 
that  for  my  sake  this  great  tempest  is  upon  you. 

13  And  the  men  rowed  hard  to  return  to  land,  but 
they  were  not  able :  because  the  sea  tossed  and  swelled 
upon  them. 

14  And  they  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  said :  We  beseech 
thee,  U  Lord,  let  us  not  perish  for  this  man  s  hie,  and  lay 
not  upon  us  innocent  blood  :  for  thou,  0  Lord,  hast  done 
as  it  pleased  thee. 

15  And  they  took  Jonas,  and  cast  him  into  the  sea,  and 
the  sea  ceased  from  raging. 

CHAP.  L  Ver.  2.    Xinive,  the  capital  city  of  the  Assyrian  empire.  Ch.— It 
»as  150 Stoma  long,  and  00  broad,  fDiod.  2,)  on  die  western  bank  of  the  Tigris. 
Pliny,  vi.  13.— At  the  time  when  Jonas  preached,  Xinive  would  contain  about 
i:x  hundred  thousand.  Chap.  iv.  11. — For  the.    Sept.  add,  "  cry  of."  Gen.  ir., 
and  xviii.  H. 

Vkk.  3.  Tharsis.  Which  some  take  to  be  Tharsus  of  Cilicia,  others  to  be 
Tartcssus  of  Spain,  others  to  bo  Caubage.  Ch.— Joppe,  now  Jaffa,  (M.)  a  miser- 
able Ma-port  H.— It  was  formerly  the  best  near  Jerusalem,  (2  Par.  ii.  16.) 
though  very  dangerous.  Jos.  Bel.  HI.  15.  or  29.  C.—Lord.  Ho  feared  beini?  ac- 
counted  a  false  prophet,  (W.)  knowing  how  much  God  was  inclined  to  show 
mercy,  (chap.  ir.  2.)  and  beitg  dbheartoned  at  tho  difficult?  of  the  undertaking, 
like  Moses  and  Gedeoa.  C.  " 

Ver.  4*  Broken.  Seeing  no  natural  cause  of  such  a  sudden  tempest,  they 
"excluded  (W.)  tha;  some  0Q  board  most  bo  guiltv.  C. 

GS 

Ver.  5.    God.    They  were  idolaters.  Ver.  6. —  Wares,  which  is  conimordy 
done  in  storms.  C. — This  loss  was  hi  punishment  of  their  sinsj  though  they  seem 
not  devoid  of  some  fear  of  God  and  man.  H.— Sleep.    This  is  a  lively  image  ol 
the  insensibility  of  sinners,  fleeing  from  God,  and  tlireatened  on  every  side  with  hit 
judgments ;  and  yet  sleeping  as  if  they  were  secure.  Ch. 

Ver.  0.    Fear,  and  therefore  flee  from  the  face  of  the  Lord.  Ver.  3,  10.  H. 
— He  knew  that  God  is  every  where.  Ver.  3;  PaaL  exxxiii.  8.  C— Sept.  "  I  wor 
ship."    Fear  is  oftcu  taken  in  this  sense.  H. 

Ver.  12.    Cast  me.    God  intimates  that  he  required  this  sacrifice.  M. 

Ver.  13.   Hard.  They  were  unwilling  to  destroy  the  prophet,  (C. )  fearing  to  in- 
cur fresh  guilt  by  thus  treating  one  who  hadintrusted  his  life  to  them.  Jos.  Ant.  ix.  11* 

Ver.  14.    Blood.    Wo  act  thus  by  his  direction,  and  through  necessity. 

Ver.  16.    Lord.    They  were  converted  by  this  prodigy,  and  offered  sacriAav 
immediately,  or  (C.)  when  they  came  to  port  M. 
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JONAS. 


Chap.  IV. 


16  And  the  men  feared  the  Lord  exceedingly,  and 
sacrificed  victims  to  the  Lord,  and  made  vows. 

CHAP.  II. 

Jonas  is  swallowed  up  by  a  great  fish  ;  he  prayeth  with  coiifidence  in  Ood : 

and  the  fish  custeth  him  out  on  the  dry  land, 

TVTOW  the  Lord  prepared  a  great  fish  to  swallow  up 
_L  i  Jonas : 8  and  Jonas  was  in  the  belly  of  the  fish  three 
days  and  three  nights. 

2  And  Jonas  prayed  to  the  Lord,  his  God,  out  of  the 
belly  of  the  fish. 

3  And  he  said :  b  1  cried  out  of  my  affliction  to  the 
Lord,  and  he  heard  me :  I  cried  out  of  the  belly  of  hell, 
and  thou  hast  heard  my  voice. 

4  And  thou  hast  cast  me  forth  into  the  deep,  in  the 
heart  of  the  sea,  and  a  flood  hath  compassed  me :  all  thy 
billows,  and  thy  waves  have  passed  over  me. 

5  And  I  said :  I  am  cast  away  out  of  the  sight  of  thy 
eyes :  but  yet  1  shall  see  thy  holy  temple  again. 

6  cThe  waters  compassed  me  about  even  to  the  soul: 
the  deep  hath  closed  me  round  about,  the  sea  hath  covered 
my  head. 

7  I  went  down  to  the  lowest  parts  of  the  mountains : 
the  bars  of  the  earth  have  shut  me  up  for  ever :  and  thou 
wilt  bring  up  my  life  from  corruption,  0  Lord,  my  God. 

8  When  my  soul  was  in  distress  within  me,  I  remem- 
bered the  Lord :  that  my  prayer  may  come  to  thee,  unto 
thy  holy  temple. 

9  They  that  in  vain  observe  vanities,  forsake  their  own 

mercy.  * 

10  But  I  with  the  voice  of  praise  will  sacrifice  to  thee  : 
I  will  pay  whatsoever  I  have  vowed  for  my  salvation  to  the 
lord. 

1 1  And  the  Lord  spoke  to  the  fish  :  and  it  vomited  out 
l>nas  upon  the  dry  land. 

CHAP.  III. 

Jonas  it  sent  again  to  preach  in  Kinive.    Upon  their  fasting  and  repentance, 
Ood  recalieth  the  sentence  by  which  they  were  to  be  destroyed. 

»  Matt.  xli.  40,  and  xtL  4 ;  Luke  xi.  10  ;  1  Cor.  it.  4.—*  Pal.  cxtx-  1. 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  L  Fish.  Many  suppose  (H.)  that  this  fish  was  a  whale,  as 
U  doea  not  live  on  flesh  (C.) ;  but  its  throat  being  so  narrow,  as  liardly  to  suffer  a 
man's  arm  to  pass,  it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  the  sea-dog,  lamia,  or  canis 
charinrias,  (Bartolin  14,)  which  may  easily  contain  a  man.  Aldrovandua,  iiL  32. 
M. — This  sea-dog,  or  shark,  has  five  rows  of  teeth  in  each  jaw.  Human  bodies 
have  been  found  entire  in  the  stomach.  Button. — Our  Saviour  calls  the  fish  a 
whale.  Matt.  xli.  40.  \V. — But  that  term  is  given  to  any  great  sea-monster.  Yet 
it  is  not  of  much  importance  what  species  of  fish  be  meant,  provided  the  miracle 
be  admitted.  C. — Nights,  or  as  long  as  our  Saviour  was  in  the  monument,  (M.) 
which  was  about  thirty-four  hours.  C.  Dis. 

Ver.  3.  /  cried.  These  five  verses  (H.)  express  his  thoughts  while  he  was  in 
the  sea,  (S.  Jer.  C.)  or  in  the  fish.  fit. — Uell ;  the  whale's  belly,  (Theod.,  &c,)  or 
rather  the  depth  of  the  sea.    It  may  denote  any  imminent  danger. 

Ver.  5.  Eyes,  in  a  sort  of  despair,  like  the  psalmist,  xxx.  23.  Yet  he  pre- 
sently resumes  fresh  confidence  in  God,  uotwitlistunding  the  greatness  of  lus 
offences. — Temple.    He  went  to  Jerusalem,  like  oilier  good  Israelites. 

Ver.  6.  Soul,  so  that  I  was  in  danger  of  being  suffocated.  Psal.  lxviii.  2.  C. — 
Sea.  Heb.  "weeds  entangled,"  &c.  H. — The  Mediterranean  has  a  great  deal  of 
sea-we/d.    He  speaks  of  the  time  before  he  was  swallowed  up  by  the  fish. 

Ver  7.  Lowest.  Heb.  and  Sept.  "clefts." — Bars,  or  prisons,  in  the  abyss. 
(C.)  farthest  from  the  heights.  W. 

Ver.  9.  Mercy.  He  ulludes  to  the  sailors.  Theod— Heb.  also,  "let  them 
foisake  their  worship,"  (Drus.  Lev.  xx.  1 or  they  are  guilty  of  impiety.  They 
neglect  their  vows.  Ver.  10;  chap.  i.  16.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Spohe  to  the  fish.  God's  speaking  to  the  fish  was  nothing  else  but 
his  will,  to  which  all  things  obey.  Ch.  W. 

CHAP.  111.  Ver.  2.  Bid  thee  before  or  when  thou  chalt  be  there.  C— He 
seems  to  have  retired  to  Jerusalem.  M. 

Ver.  3.  Journey.  By  the  computation  of  some  ancient  historians,  Ninive 
was  about  fifty  miles  round :  so  that  to  go  through  all  the  chief  street*  and  public 
places  wo*  three  days*  journey.  Ch. —  Diodorus  (iii.  1)  says  Ninive  was  150  stadia 
V  /uiongs  in  length.  It  must  have  been  therefore  480  round  ;  and  as  each  fur- 
SOS 


AND  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jonas  the  second 
time,  saying; 

2  Arise,  and  go  to  Ninive,  the  great  city  :  and  preach 
in  it  the  preaching  that  I  hid  thee. 

3  And  Jonas  arose,  and  went  to  Ninive,  according  to 
the  word  of  the  Lord  :  now  Ninive  was  a  great  city  of 
three  days*  journey. 

4  And  Jonas  began  to  enter  into  the  city  one  days 
journey :  and  he  cried,  and  said :  Yet  forty  days,  and 
Ninive  shall  be  destroyed. 

5  dAnd  the  men  of  Ninive  believed  in  God  :  and  they 
proclaimed  a  fast,  and  put  on  sackcloth  from  the  greatest 
to  the  least. 

6  And  the  word  came  to  the  king  of  Ninive :  and  he 
rose  up  out  of  his  throne,  and  cast  away  his  robe  from  him, 
and  was  clothed  with  sackcloth,  and  sat  in  ashes. 

7  And  he  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed  and  published  in 
Ninive,  from  the  mouth  of  the  king,  and  of  his  princes, 
saying  :  Let  neither  men  nor  beasts,  oxen,  nor  sheep,  taste 
any  thing  :  let  them  not  feed,  nor  drink  water. 

8  And  let  men  and  beasts  be  covered  with  sackcloth, 
and  cry  to  the  Lord  with  all  their  strength,  and  let  them 
turn  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  and  from  the  iniquity 
that  is  in  their  hands. 

9  'Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn,  and  forgive:  and 
will  turn  away  from  his  fierce  anger,  and  we  shall  not 
perish  %\ 

10  And  God  saw  their  works,  that  they  were  turned 
from  their  evil  way :  and  God  had  mercy  with  regard  to 
the  evil  which  he  had  said  that  he  would  do  to  them,  and 
he  did  it  not. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Jonas,  repining  to  see  that  his  prophecy  is  not  fulfilled,  is  reproved  by  the  type 

of  the  ivy. 

AND  Jonas  was  exceedingly  troubled,  and  was  angry  . 
2  And  he  prayed  to  the  Lord,  and  said  :  I  be- 
seech thee,  O  Lord,  is  not  this  what  I  said,  when  I  was 

•  Psal.  lxviii.  Matt.  iii.  41 ;  Luke  XL  32.— •  Jer.  xviii.  11 ;  Joel  U.  14. 


long  contains  125  paces  of  5  foet  each,  the  compass  would  be  "60  Italian  mile*, 
(about  50  Eng.,)"  wluch  would  employ  a  person  three  days  to  go  through  the 
principal  streets.  W. 

Vbr.  4.  Journey.  He  records  what  he  said  the  first  day,  though  he  scema 
to  have  preached  many,  (Theod.,)  even  during  forty  days,  after  which  time  (H.) 
he  expected  the  city  would  fall,  and  therefore  retired  out  of  the  walls.  Chap.  iv. — 
Forty.  Sept.  three.  S.  Justin,  (Dial.)  "three,  or  forty-three."  Theodoret 
thinks  that  the  mistake  was  made  by  some  ancient  transcriber,  and  has  since  pre- 
vailed in  all  the  copies  of  the  Sept.  All  the  rest  have  forty.  S.  Aug.  (de  Civ. 
Dei,  xviii.  44,)  believes  the  Sept.  placed  three  for  a  mysterious  reason.  Origen 
(Horn.  1G.  Num.)  suggests  that  the  prophet  determined  the  number,  and  hence 
God  did  not  execute  the  threat.  C. — This  and  many  other  menaces  are  conditional. 
If  man  repent,  God  will  change  his  sentence.  S.  Chrys.  S.  Greg.  ilor.  xvi. 
18.  W. 

Ver.  5.  God.  They  were  convinced  that  he  had  wrought  such  wonders  in 
the  person  of  Jonas,  with  a  desire  of  their  welfare,  particularly  as  he  allowed  them 
some  delay.  Accordingly  they  did  penance  for  about  forty  days,  and  their  con- 
version was  so  sincere,  that  Christ  proposes  it  to  his  disciples.  Matt.  xii.  41.  C. 

Ver.  6.  King  Saxdanapalus,  (Salieu,  A.  3210,)  or  rather  his  father,  PhnJ, 
whom  Strabo  calls  Anacyndaraxcs,  (C)  and  who  died  A.  3237,  (Usher,)  four 
years  after  he  had  Invaded  Palestine.  4  Kings  xv.  19. 

Ver.  7.  Princes.  Their  consent  was  requisite,  to  form  an  irrevocable  edict. 
Dan.  vi,  6. — Men.  Even  infants,  according  to  the  Fathers.  Joel.  ii.  10.  S.  Basil 
adds  also,  the  young  of  cattle.  This  was  done  to  excite  rational  beings  to  repent- 
ance. Theod.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Mercy*  lleb.  "repented,"  as  some  copies  of  the  Sept.  read,  while 
others  have,  "was  comforted."  H. — God  suspended  the  stroke.  But  as  the  people 
soon  relapsed,  Sardanapalus  burnt  himself  to  death,  and  the  city  was  taken,  (S. 
Jer.,)  thirty-seven  years  after  Jeroboam,  A.  8-207.  Usher. — Yet  this  was  only  a 
prelude  to  its  future  ruin,  foretold  by  Tobias,  (xiv.  5,  in  Gr.)  and  effected  by 
Nabopolassar  and  Astyagcs.  C.  A.  3378.  Usher. — The  vestiges  did  not  appear  as 
the  days  of  Luciav,  (Charon   C.)  soon  after  Christ.  H. 


Chap.  IV. 


JONAS 


Chap.  IV 


yet  in  my  own  country?  therefore  I  went  before  to  (lee 
into  Tharsis :  "for  I  know  that  thou  art  a  gracious  and  mer- 
ciful God,  patient,  and  of  much  compassion,  and  easy  to 
forgive  evil. 

3  And  now,  0  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  take  my  life  from 
ne  :  for  it  is  better  for  me  to  die  than  to  live. 

4  And  the  Lord  said  :  Dost  thou  think  thou  hast  rea- 
son to  be  angry  1 

5  Then  Jonas  went  out  of  the  city,  and  sat  toward  the 

east  side  of  the  city :  and  he  made  himself  a  booth  there, 
and  he  sat  under  it  in  the  shadow,  till  he  might  see  what 

would  befall  the  city. 

6  And  the  Lord  God  prepared  an  ivy,  and  it  came  up 
over  the  head  of  Jonas,  to  be  a  shadow  over  his  head,  and 
to  cover  him  (for  he  was  fatigued) :  and  Jonas  was  ex- 
ceeding glad  of  the  ivy.  

»  FML  Ixxxv.  5;  Joel  U,  la. 


CHAP.  IV.  Vkr.  1.  Troubled.  His  concern  was  lest  he  should  pass  for  a 
falsa  prophet ;  or  rather  lest  God's  word,  by  this  occasion,  might  come  to  be 
slighted  and  isbelieTod.  Ch. — He  conjectured  that  God  would  spare  the  penitent 
Nuiiriwa,  and  feared  lest  prophecies  should  be  deemed  uncertain.  The  conversion 
of  Ninivc  was  an  earnest  of  that  of  the  Gentiles.  C. 

V  br.  b.    Went,  or  "  had  gone."  waiting  for  the  city's  ruin.  C. 

Vek.  6.  The  Lord  God  prepared  an  ivy.  Hoderam.  In  the  Heb.  it  is  kikajon, 
which  some  render  a  gourd;  others,  a  palmcrist,  or  palma  Christi.  Ch.— This 
latter  is  now  tho  common  opinion.  S.  Jerora  explains  it  of  a  shrub  growing  rery 
fast  in  the  sandy  place*  of  Palestine.  He  did  not  pretend  (C.)  that  hedera,  or  iry 
as  Aquila  translates,  (H.)  was  the  precise  import;  but  he  found  no  Latin  term 
more  resembling,  (C.)  as  he  observe*  here  and  in  his  letter  to  S.  Aug.,  who  had 
informed  him  that  a  certain  bishop  of  Africa  having  read  his  version  publicly,  the 
audience  was  surprised  at  the  change ;  and  the  Jew*,  "  either  through  ignorance 


7  But  God  prepared  a  worm,  when  the  morning  arost 
on  the  following  day:  and  it  struck  the  ivy  and  it  withered. 

8  And  when  the  sun  was  risen,  the  Lord  commanded  a 
hot  and  burning  wind  :  and  the  sun  beat  upon  the  head  of 
Jonas,  and  he  broiled  with  the  heat :  and  he  desired  for 
his  soul  that  he  might  die,  and  said  :  It  is  better  for  me  to 

die  than  to  live 

9  And  the  Lord  said  to  Jonas;  Dost  thou  think  thou 
]  hast  reason  to  be  angry,  for  the  ivy  ?  And  he  said  :  1  am 

angry  with  reason  even  unto  death. 

10  And  the  Lord  said:  Thou  art  grieved  for  the  ivy, 
for  which  thou  hast  not  laboured,  nor  made  it  to  grow, 
which  in  one  night  came  up,  and  in  one  night  per 'shed. 

1 1  And  shall  not  I  spare  Ninive,  that  great  city,  in 
which  there  are  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand persons,  that  know  not  how  to  distinguish  between 
their  right  hand  and  their  left,  and  many  beasts  ? 

or  malice,"  decided  in  favour  of  the  old  Greek  and  Latin  version  of  gourd,  which 

Prot.  retain.  H. 

Veil  9.  Death.  The  spirit  of  prophecy  changes  not  the  temper.  C — Jonas 
had  reason  to  be  grieved,  and  so  had  God  to  show  mercy.  In  this  history  and 
prediction,  who  would  have  thought  that  Jonas  had  been  a  figure  of  our  Saviour's 
death  und  resurrection,  if  he  himself  had  not  declared  it?  Matt.  xii.  W. — The 
prophet  comes  out  of  the  fish  alive,  as  Christ  does  from  the  tomb.  He  was  cast 
into  the  sea  to  save  those  on  board ;  Christ  dies  for  the  redemption  of  mankind. 
Jonas  had  been  oi-durcd  to  preach,  but  did  not  comply  till  after  his  escape ;  thus 
the  gospel  was  designed  to  be  preached  to  the  Gentiles,  yot  Christ  would  not  hart 
it  done  till  he  had  risen.  Matt.  xv.  26.  The  very  namtjish,  «x0«'f,  a  monogram 
of  "  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  a  Saviour,  (C.)  #r  crucified."  H  S.  Paulin, 
Ep.  33. — Hence  Jonas  most  strikingly  foreshowed  Christ-  S.  Aug.de  Civ.  D«i, 
xviii.  30. 


THE 


PROPHECY  OF  MI  CHE  AS. 


jchbas,  of  Morasti.  a  little  town  in  the  tribe  of  Juda,  was  cor.tcmjMjrary  with  the  prophet  Isaias,  whom  be  resembles  both  in  his  spirit  and  his  style.  He  is  different 
from  the  prophet  Micheas,  mentioned  in  the  Third  Hook  of  Kings,  (chap,  xxii.,)  for  that  Micheas  lived  in  the  days  of  king  Achab,  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
before  the  time  of  Ezechias.  under  whom  this  Micheas  pn>phef:ed,  (Ch.)  as  he  did  in  ihe  two  preceding  reigns.  H.— lie  address  both  Israel  and  Juda,  and  predict! 
the  happiness  of  the  Jews  after  the  captivity,  as  a  figure  of  what  the  Church  should  enjoy.  C. — The  Jews  shall  embrace  the  faith  at  last,  after  the  Gentiles.  W. — 
His  style  is  obscure,  like  that  of  Osee.  C. 


CHAPTER  L 

Samaria,  for  her  sins,  shall  be  destroyed  by  the  Assyrians:  they  $haU  alto 

invade  Juda  and  Jerusalem. 

THE  word*  of  the  Lord,  that  came  to  Micheas,  the 
j^orasthite,  in  the  days  of  Joathan,  Achaz.  and  Eze- 
chias,  kings  of  Juda :  which  he  saw  concerning  Samaria 
and  Jerusalem. 

2  bHear,  all  ye  people:  and  let  the  earth  give  ear,  and 
til  that  is  therein :  and  let  the  Lord  God  be  a  witness  to 
you,  the  Lord  from  his  holy  temple. 

3  cFor  behold  the  Lord  will  come  forth  out  of  his 
place :  and  he  will  come  down,  and  will  tread  upon  the 
high  places  of  the  earth. 

•  A.  M.  eirdlcT  3246,  A.  C.  ?1S. 


CHAP.  J.  Ver.  1.  Morasthite,  "of  Maroa,"  (Chal.  Chap.  i.  U.  C.)  a  Til- 
age  near  Bleutheropolis.  8.  Jer. — Kings.    They  reitmed  about  sixty  years.  C. 

Vbr.  2.  Witness.  Deut.  xxxii. ;  Isa.  I.,  and  it  The  prophet  discharges  his 
rtty,  and  will  not  be  blameable,  if  people  dio  in  their  sins.  Jer.  in.  18-  W. 

Vii,  4.  Melted.  Sept  "  moved."  H. — Cleft,  as  it  wai  to  swallow  up  Core. 
Vum-  xvi.  31.)  with  the  greatest  ease. 


4  And  the  mountains  shall  be  melted  under  him :  and 
the  valleys  shall  be  cleft,  as  wax  before  the  fire,  and  as 
waters  that  run  down  a  steep  place. 

5  For  the  wickedness  of  Jacob  is  all  this,  and  for  the 
sins  of  the  house  of  Israel.  What  is  the  wickedness  of 
Jacob  ?  is  it  not  Samaria  ?   and  what  are  the  high  places 

of  Juda  ?  are  they  not  Jerusalem  ? 

6  And  I  will  make  Samaria  as  a  heap  of  stones  in  the 
field  when  a  vineyard  is  planted  :  and  T  will  bring  down 
the  stones  thereof  into  the  valley,  and  will  lay  her  found- 
ations bare. 

7  And  all  her  graven  things  shall  be  cut  in  pieces,  and 
all  her  wages  shall  be  burnt  with  fire,  and  I  will  bring  to 


»  n*nt.  xxxil.  1  ;  Iim.  i.  2.— «  Isa.  xxvi.  SI. 


Vkr.  5.    Jerusalem.    High  places  were  left  there  under  Joathan.  4  Kinftrv 
35.    Achab  bad  introduced  the  worship  of  Baal  into  Samaria,  and  though  th* 
family  of  Jehu  repressed  this  worship,  it  pained  ground  when  Micheas  appeared.  C. 

Vbr.  6.  Heap.  Sept.  "  hut  to  keep  the  fruit."  Heb.  «  hillock  of  the  field," 
(H.)  to  be  cultivated.  Grot, — Bare,  by  Salmaiiasar.  A  Kings  xvii.  6. 

Vsr.  7.    Her  wages.    That  is,  her  donaries  or  present*  oTercd  to  her  idobj 


Chap.  II. 


MICHEAS. 


Chap.  1L 


destruction  all  her  idols :  for  they  were  gathered  together 
of  the  hire  of  a  harlot,  and  unto  the  hire  of  a  harlot  they 
shall  return. 

8  Therefore  will  I  lament,  and  howl :  I  will  go  stript 
and  naked :  I  will  make  a  wailing  like  the  dragons,  and  a 
mourning  like  the  ostriches. 

9  Because  her  wound  is  desperate,  because  it  is  come 
even  to  Juda,  it  hath  touched  the  gate  of  my  people,  even 
to  Jerusalem. 

10  Declare  ye  it  not  in  Geth,  weep  ye  not  with  tears : 
in  the  house  of  Dust  sprinkle  yourselves  with  dust. 

1 1  And  pass  away,  0  thou  that  dwellest  in  the  Beauti- 
ful place,  covered  with  thy  shame :  she  went  not  forth 
that  dwelleth  in  the  confines:  the  House  adjoining  shall 
receive  mourning  from  you,  which  stood  by  herself. 

12  For  she  is  become  weak  unto  good  that  dwelleth 
in  bitterness :  for  evil  is  come  down  from  the  Lord  into 
the  gate  of  Jerusalem. 

13  A  tumult  of  chariots  hath  astonished  the  inhabitants 
of  Lachis  :  it  is  the  beginning  of  sin  to  the  daughter  of 
Sion,  for  in  thee  were  found  the  crimes  of  Israel. 

14  Therefore  shall  she  send  messengers  to  the  inheritance 
of  Geth :  the  houses  of  lying  to  deceive  the  kings  of  Israel. 

15  Yet  will  I  bring  an  heir  to  thee  that  dwellest  in 
Maresa  :  even  to  Odollam  shall  the  glory  of  Israel  come. 

16  Make  thee  bald,  and  be  polled  for  thy  delicate  chil- 
dren ;  enlarge  thy  baldness  as  the  eagle :  for  they  are 
carried  into  captivity  from  thee. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  Israelite*,  by  their  crying  injustices,  provoke  God  to  punish  them.  He 

shall  at  last  rest-ore  Jacob. 


or  the  hire  of  all  her  traffic  and  labour.  Ch. — Harlot.  They  were  gathered 
together  by  one  idolatrous  city,  vis.  Samaria :  and  they  shall  be  carried  away  to 
another  idolatrous  city,  viz.  >'i£_We.  Ch. 

Ver.  8.  Naked.  Ill  clothed,  (li.)  to  show  the  approaching  calamity  of  the 
Israelites.  Isa.  XX.  M. — Dragons,  when  they  are  crushed  by  the  elephant.  Solin 
$8-  M. — Thonim  means  also  •  H.)  whales,  &c,  which  make  a  horrible  noise. — 
Ostriches,  or  swans.  Isa.  xlh*.  21 .    Both  hare  a  mournful  note.  C. 

Ver.  9.  Gate.  That  is.  the  destruction  of  Samaria  shall  be  followed  by  the 
Invasion  of  my  people  of  Juda.  and  the  Assyrians  shall  come  and  lay  all  waste  even 
to  the  confines  of  Jerusalem.  Ch. — Juda  received  the  worship  of  Baal  from  Israel. 
It  shared  in  the  punishment  of  that  kingdom.  The  prophet  alludes  to  the  ravages 
of  Sennacherib.  Ver.  13.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Geth.  Amongst  the  Philistines,  lest  they  rejoice  at  your  calamity. 
Ch.  2  Kings  I.  20;  Amos  iii.  9.  C— Tell  not  these  calamities,  which  I  foresee, 
among  your  enemies,  lest  they  rejoice.  But  lament  in  your  own  houses,  which  shall 
be  filled  with  dust.  S.  Jerom  prays  for  the  light  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  understand 
this  passage.  W. —  Weep  ye  not.  Keep  in  your  tears,  ihat  you  may  not  give  vour 
anemic*  an  occasion  of  insulting  over  you  :  but  m  your  own  houses,  or  in  your  house 
of  dust,  your  earthly  habitation,  sprinkle  yourselves  tcith  dust,  and  put  on  the 
habit  of  penitents.  Some  take  the  house  of  dust  (in  Hebrew  Aphrah)  to  be  the 
proper  name  of  a  city.  Ch. — Of  dust.    Samaria,  ver.  6.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Place.  In  Samaria.  In  thu  Hebrew,  the  beautiful  place  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  word  Sapir,  which  some  take  for  a  proper  name  of  a  city.  Ch.— It 
is  thought  that  S.  Jerom  has  given  the  sense  of  Mveral  proper  names,  (C.)  or  this 
has  been  done  since  in  the  Vulg.  by  somo  other.  In  the  edit,  of  his  works,  (A. 
1533,)  we  rend,  "  The  dwelling  of  Saphir  passes  from  you :  she  hath  not  come  out 
who  inhabits  Sennon.  The  house  of  Asel  shall  receive,"  &c.  H.  Saphir  or  Dio- 
cesarea  was  a  strong  place  (Jos.  Bel.  ii,  37)  of  Galileo,  where  Saunan  was  also 
situated.  Judg.  iv.  11.  Hnezel  may  denote  "the  vicinity."  C— Adjoining,  viz. 
Judea  and  Jerusalem,  noi-rhbours  to  Samaria,  and  partners  in  her  sins,  shall  share 
also  in  her  mourning  and  calamity :  though  they  have  pretended  to  stand  by 
themselves,  trusting  in  their  strength.  Ch. 

Ver.  12.  li  cak,  &c.  Jerusalem  is  become  weak  unto  any  good ;  because  she 
dwells  in  the  bitterness  of  sin.  Ch.— Bitterness.  S.  Jer.  "  Maroth."  Sym.  u  pro- 
Toking  to  bitterness."    They  are  unable  to  defend  their  possessions.  H. 

Ver.  13.  Lachis,  when  Sennacherib  came  to  besiege  it.  4  Kings  xviii.  13.  C. 
—Beginning.  That  is,  Lachis  was  the  first  city  of  Juda  that  learnt  from  Samaria 
the  worship  of  idols,  and  communicated  it  to  Jerusalem-  Ch. 

Ver.  14.    Send.    Lachis  shall  send  to  Geth  for  holj  ;  but  in  vain;  for  Geth, 
instead  of  helping,  shall  he  found  to  be  a  house  of  lying  and  deceit  to  Israel.  Ch.— 
Inheritance.    Some  translate  rather  "  Moreseth  (oi  Morasthi)  of  Geth,  the  houses 
of  Acmh ."  ice    Botl  these  towns  were  near  Geth.  and  perhaps  at  tliis  time  subject 
304 


WOE  to  you  that  devise  that  which  is  unprofitable, 
and  work  evil  in  your  beds  :   in  the  morning 
light  they  execute  it,  because  their  hand  is  against  God. 

2  And  they  have  coveted  fields,  and  taken  them  by 
violence,  and  houses  they  have  forcibly  taken  away  :  and 
oppressed  a  man  and  his  house,  a  man  and  his  inheritance. 

3  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord ;  Behold,  I  devise  an 
evil  against  this  family :  from  which  you  shall  not  with- 
draw your  necks,  and  you  shall  not  walk  haughtily,  for  this 
is  a  very  evil  time. 

4  In  that  day  a  parable  shall  be  taken  up  upon  you, 
and  a  song  shall  be  sung  with  melody  by  them  that  say  : 
We  are  laid  waste  and  spoiled  :  the  portion  of  my  people 
is  changed :  how  shall  he  depart  from  me,  whereas  he  is 
returning  that  will  divide  our  land? 

5  Therefore  thou  shalt  have  none  that  shall  cast  the 
cord  of  a  lot  in  the  assembly  of  the  Lord. 

6  Speak  ye  not,  saying  :  It  shall  not  drop  upon  these, 
confusion  shall  not  take  them. 

7  The  Louse  of  Jacob  saith :  Is  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
straitened,  or  are  these  his  thoughts  ?  Are  not  my  words 
good  to  him  that  walketh  uprightly  ? 

8  But  my  people,  on  the  contraiy,  are  risen  up  as  an 
enemy  :  you  have  taken  away  the  cloak  off  from  the  coat : 
and  them  that  passed  harmless  you  have  turned  to  war. 

9  You  have  cast  out  the  women  of  my  people  from  their 
houses,  in  which  they  took  delight :  you  have  taken  my 
praise  for  ever  from  their  children. 

10  Arise  ye,  and  depart,  for  there  is  no  rest  here  for 
you.  For  that  uucleanness  of  the  land,  it  shall  be  cor- 
rupted with  a  grievous  corruption. 


to  it.  2  Par.  xxviii.  13.    Achaz  sent  to  ask  for  aid  against  the  king  of  Israel, 

0*  c» 

Ver.  15.  Heir.  Maresa  (which  was  the  name  of  a  city  of  Juda)  signifies  in- 
heritance:  but  here  God  by  his  prophet  tells  the  Jew*,  that  ho  will  bring  them  on 
heir  to  take  possession  of  their  inheritance :  and  that  the  glory  of  Israel  shall  bo 
obliged  to  give  place,  and  to  retire  even  to  Odollam,  a  city  in  the  extremity  oi 
their  dominions.  And  therefore  he  exhorts  them  to  penance"  in  the  following  verso. 
Ch.— Maresa  shall  fall  a  prey  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  Alicheas  was  a  native  of  this 
town,  and  he  ironically  addresses  his  countrymen.  C— Glory.  Thus  he  denotes 
"  the  misery  "  of  Israel,  which  shall  be  extended  to  the  last  town  in  Juda.  W- 

CHAP.  II.  Vkr.  I.  Evil.  Sept.  "labours."  Heb.  "vanity,  or  an  idol." 
H- — That  is  called  unprofitable,  which  is  very  detrimental.  W.—" Morning,  sud- 
denly and  with  zeal.  C — 1$.  Heb.  "  has  power,"  (Chal.,)  "  thev  have  not  raised 
their  hands  to  God."  Sept  Arab. 

Ver.  2.  Oppressed.  Lit  " calumniated,"  (H.)  as  Jczubel  did  Naboth.  3  Kingi 
xxi.  13. 

Ver.  3.  Time.  It  was  very  near.  Mieheas  saw  the  ruin  of  Samaria,  uudei 
Thcglathphalassar  and  Salmanasar. 

Ver.  4.  Say.  The  Israelites  sing  this  mournful  canticle  to  ver.  7,  which  the 
prophet  composes  for  them,  to  show  the  certainty  of  the  event.  It  is  very  difficult 
C. — The  whole  synagogue  speaks.  M. — Deport.  How  do  you  pretend  to  sav  that 
the  Ass  yrian  is  departing,  when  indeed  he  is  coming  to  divide  our  lands  amongst 
his  subjects  f  Ch. 

Veh.  5.  Hone,  Thou  shalt  have  no  longer  anv  lot  or  inheritance  in  the  land 
of  the  people  of  the  Lord.  Ch. — Strangers  had  taken  possession.  C. 

Ver.  6.  Drop.  That  is,  the  prophecy  shall  not  come  upon  these.  Such  were 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  that  were  nnwilling  to  believe  die  threats  of  the  pro- 
phets. Ch. — Heb.  "  Make  it  not  rain  :  they  will  make  it  rain;  they  will  cause  no 
rain  like  this :  confusion  shall  not  cease."  The  people  beg  that  the  prophets  would 
not  announce  such  judgments :  but,  (C.)  correcting  themselves,  they  bid  them  to 
say  what  they  please,  (H.)  as  nothing  can  befall  them  more  terrible.  Here  tho 
canticle  ends.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Straitened.  Is  he  inclined  to  danger  ?  The  prophet  replies,  if  G«) 
punishes,  it  is  because  the  people  will  not  re]>ent  C. 

Ver.  8.  Away.  You  have  even  stripped  people  of  their  necessary  garments; 
and  have  treated  such  as  were  innocently  passing  on  the  way,  as  if  they  were  at  war 
with  you.  Ch. — He  alludes  to  Israel  attacking  Juda  without  cause",  and  killing 
120,000  at  once,  while  they  took  200,000  women  and  children  (ver.  9)  captives, 
whom  Oded  indeed  persuaded  them  to  release.  2  Par.  xxrili.  G.  C. 

Ver.  9.    Cast  out>  kc.    Either  by  depriving  them  of  their  houses;  or,  bv 
your  crimes,  giving  occasion  to  their  being  carried  away  captives,  and  their  chC 
dren,  by  that  means,  never  learning  to  praise  the  Lord.  Ch, 


Uhap.  III. 

1 1  Would  God  I  were  not  a  man  that  hath  the  spirit, 
and  that  I  rather  spoke  a  lie  :  I  will  let  drop  to  thee  of 
wine,  and  of  drunkenness :  and  it  shall  be  this  people 
upon  whom  it  shall  drop. 

12  I  will  assemble  and  gather  together  all  of  thee,  0 
Jacob  .  I  will  bring  together  the  remnant  of  Israel,  I  will 
put  them  together  as  a  flock  in  the  fold,  as  the  sheep  in 

1  the  midst  of  the  sheepcotes,  they  shall  make  a  tumult  by 
reiison  of  the  multitude  of  men. 

13  For  he  shall  go  up  that  shall  open  the  way  before 
them :  they  shall  divide,  and  pass  through  the  gate,  and 
shall  come  in  by  it ;  and  their  king  shall  pass  before 
them,  and  the  Lord  at  the  head  of  them. 

CHAP.  III. 

ftn  the  mis  of  the  rich  oppressing  the  poor,  of  false  propyls  flattering  for 
lucre,  and  of  judges  perverting  justice,  Jerusalem  and  the  temple  shall  he 
destroyed. 

\  Nl)  I  said :  Hear,  0  ye  princes  of  Jacob,  and  ye 
chiefs  of  the  house  of  Israel :  Is  it  not  your  part  to 
< now  judgment, 

2  You  that  hate  good,  and  love  evil :  that  violently 
pluck  off  their  skins  from  them  and  their  flesh  from  their 
bones  ? 

3  Who  have  eaten  the  flesh  of  my  people,  and  have 
'iuyed  their  skin  from  off  them  :  and  have  broken,  and 
chopped  their  bones  as  for  the  kettle,  and  as  flesh  in  the 

;  midst  of  the  pot. 

I  4  Then  shall  they  cry  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  not  hear 
diem  :  and  he  will  hide  his  face  from  them  at  that  time,  as 
thev  have  behaved  wickedly  in  their  devices. 

5  Thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the  prophets  that 
make  my  people  err :  that  bite  their  teeth,  and  preach 
peace  :  and  if  a  man  give  not  something  into  their  mouth, 
they  prepare  war  against  him. 

0*  Therefore  night  shall  be  to  you  instead  of  vision,  and 
darkness  to  vou  instead  of  divination :  and  the  sun  shall 
go  down  upon  the  prophets,  and  the  day  shall  be  dark- 
ened over  them. 

7  And  they  shall  be  confounded  that  see  visions,  and 

the  diviners  shall  be  confounded :  and  they  shall  all  cover 

their  faces,  because  there  is  no  answer  of  God. 



•  £zec  xxil.  27 ;  Soph.  QL  3. 

Ver.  10.  Corruption.  Your  sins  will  not  permit  you  to  remain  any  longer, 
tL<i  strangers  shall  defile  this  land.  C 

Vbr.  11.  Would  God,  4cc.  The  prophet  could  have  wished,  out  of  his  love 
to  his  people,  that  ho  might  be  deceiTed  in  denouncing  to  them  these  evils  that 
Tere  to  fall  upon  them  :  but  by  conforming  himself  to  the  will  of  God,  he  declares 
'o  them  that  he  is  sent  to  prophesy,  literally  to  let  drop  upon  them,  the  wine  of 
God's  iniliguution,  with  which  they  should  be  made  drunk  that  is,  stupiied  and 
east  down.  Ch. 

Ver.  12.  Assemble.  God  shows  his  mercy,  in  gathering  his  Church  out  of  all 
nations.  W. — Men.  The  country  was  Terr  populous  when  the  Romans  destroyed 
die  Jews.    Thev  had  returned  by  degrees.  C. 

Vbr.  13.    Open.    Heb.  "  break  down."  H  Divide.    Heb.  "  make  a  breach." 

Thev  shall  return  boldlv,  and  in  triumph.  C- 

CHAP-  III.  Ver.  1.  /.  Heb.  and  Sept.  "  He,  the  Lord,  said;"  or,  Micheas 
addressed  the  princes  of  both  kingdoms,  under  Ezechias.  Ver.  12;  Jer.  xxvi.  18. 
—  To  knoir  and  practise.  Osoe  vi.  3.  C. — Both  rich  and  poor  strove  to  extort  from 
•su'h  other.  W. 

Van.  6.  Peace.  They  pretend  goodness,  while  they  do  the  greatest  mischief. 
—Prepare.    Lit.  "  sanctify,"  (B.)  or  denounce  war.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Hire.  It  is  not  lawful  to  refuse  instruction  to  those  who  have 
Sfthing;  tic-  must  priests  act  solely  for  a  temporal  reward,  though  reason  shows 
tfc-vt  they  should  be  supported  by  those  whom  they  huve  to  teach.  Matt.  x.  8,  10 ; 
fiai.  vi.  6 ;  and  1  Tim.  t.  18.  C. 

■  *1   12.    Fwvts,  after  its  destruction  by  Nabuchodonosor.  C. — In  the  space 
rf  Ji-e*  I'earn  'iftglect  shrubs  were  growing  in  the  court*  of  the  temple.  1  Mac  iv. 


Chap.  IV. 

8  But  yet  I  am  filled  with  the  strength  of  the  spirit  oi 
the  Lord,  with  judgment  and  power :  to  declare  unto 
Jacob  his  wickedness,  and  to  Israel  his  sin. 

9  Hear  this,  ye  princes  of  the  house  of  Jacob,  and  ye 
judges  of  the  house  of  Israel :  you  that  abhor  judgment, 
and  pervert  all  that  is  right. 

10  You  that  build  up  Sion  with  blood,  and  Jerusalem 
with  iniquity. 

11  *Her  princes  have  judged  for  bribes:  and  her 
priests  have  taught  for  hire,  and  her  prophets  divined  for 
money :  and  they  leaned  upon  the  Lord,  saying :  Is  not 
the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  us?  no  evil  shall  come  upon  us. 

12  Therefore,  because  of  you,  DSion  shall  be  ploughed 
as  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  as  a  heap  of  stones,  and 
the  mountain  of  the  temple  as  the  high  places  of  the 
forests. 

CHAP.  IV. 

The  glory  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  by  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles.  The 
Jews  shall  be  carried  captices  to  Babylon,  and  be  delivered  again. 

AND  cit  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  that  the 
mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  shall  be  prepared 
in  the  top  of  mountains,  and  high  above  the  hills :  and 
people  shall  flow  to  it. 

2  And  many  nations  shall  come  in  haste,  and  say : 
Come,  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob :  and  he  will  teach  us  ol 
his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths  :  for  the  law  shall 
go  forth  out  of  Sion,  and  the  word  of  tie  Lord  out  of 
Jerusalem. 

3  And  he  shall  judge  among  many  people,  and  rebuke 
strong  nations  afai  off" :  and  they  shall  beat  their  sworda 
into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  spades :  nation 
shall  not  take  sword  against  nation:  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more. 

4  And  every  man  shall  sit  under  his  vine,  and  undei 
his  fig-tree,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  make  them  afraid . 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  spoken. 

5  For  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  hia 
god  :  but  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  our  God, 
for  ever  and  ever. 

6  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  gather  up  her  thai 

*  Jer.  xxvi.  18.— *  Is*,  ii.  2. 

38.  EL — Rufus  ploughed  op  the  spot  where  the  temple  had  *tood,  after  the  Homans 
had  burnt  it  down.  S.  Jer.  Jos.  liel.  vii.  20. — This  prediction  made  a  deep  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  the  people.    It  caused  them  to  refrain  from  killing  Jer* 
mias.  Ver.  1.  C. 

CHAP.  IV.  Ver.  1.  Last  days.  This  sometimes  means  after  this.  Isa.  ix.  I. 
But  here  it  denotes  the  time  which  shall  elapse  from  Christ  till  the  dny  of  eternity. 
The  Jews  allow  that  this  prediction  regards  the  Messias,  though  they  will  not  ex- 
plain it  of  Jesus  Christ.    Their  exceptions  are  well  refuted  by  Ribera.  W. 

Ver.  2.  Jerusalem.  No  other  nation  ever  embraced  the  Jewish  law.  But  all 
received  the  gospel,  (C.)  which  was  first  preached  at  Jerusalem  by  people  of  that 
country.  H. 

Ver.  8.  Judge,  or  "rule,"  (Judg.  viii.  22,  j  as  Christ  does  ow  all.  C— 
Ploughshares.  Heb.  "scythes,"  (H.)  or  "coulters."  W.  Mart.  xiv.  34.  C— 
Learn,  Sec.  The  law  of  Christ  is  a  law  of  peace ;  and  all  his  time  subjecta,  a* 
much  as  lies  iu  them,  lovo  and  keep  peace  with  all  the  world.  Ch. — They  will  sus- 
tain injuries  meekly.  1  Cor.  vi.  W. — When  Christ  appeared,  the  Roma*  empire 
enjoyed  peace.  C. 

Ver.  6.  And  ever.  After  the  captivity  the  Gentiles  continued  to  worship 
idols,  and  the  Jews  had  a  greater  aversion  for  them;  but  when  the  gospel  was 
prcpagutcd,  idols  fell  into  contempt,  and  the  Jewish  law  wa3  at  an  and.  whilt 
heretics  were  varying  continuallv.  The  Church  alone  is  stable,  and  built  upen  th* 
rock.  C 

Ver.  C.  Hulteth,  as  the  synagogue  did,  (3  Kings  zvili.  21.)  bringing  nothing 
to  perfection,  ( Heb.  vii.  19,)  while  the  Gentiles  were  abaudonod  to  idolatry.  &>m> 
both  Clirist  chose  his  Church.  Acts  xxL  20,  kc.  C. 
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Dalteth :  and  her  that  I  had  cast  out,  I  will  gather  up ; 
and  her  whom  I  had  afflicted.  * 

7  'And  I  will  make  her  that  halted,  a  remnant:  and 
her  that  had  been  afflicted,  a  mighty  nation:  "and  the 
Lord  will  reign  over  them  in  Mount  Sion,  from  this  time 
n:>w  and  for  ever. 

8  And  thou,  0  cloudy  tower  of  the  flock,  of  the 
daughter  of  Sion,  unto  thee  shall  it  come:  yea,  the  first 
power  shall  come,  the  kingdom  to  the  daughter  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

9  Now,  why  art  thou  drawn  together  with  grief?  Hast 
thou  no  king  in  thee,  or  is  thy  counsellor  perished,  be- 
cause sorrow  hath  taken  thee  as  a  woman  in  labour? 

10  Be  in  pain  and  labour,  0  daughter  of  Sion,  as  a 
woman  that  bringeth  forth :  for  now  shalt  thou  go  out  of 
the  city,  and  shalt  dwell  in  the  country,  and  shalt  come 
even  to  Babylon,  there  thou  shalt  be  delivered  :  there  the 
Lord  will  redeem  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  thy  enemies. 

11  And  now  many  nations  are  gathered  too-ether 
against  thee,  and  they  say :  Let  her  be  stoned :  and  let 
our  eye  look  upon  Sion.  I 

12  But  they  have  not  known  the  thoughts  of  the  Lord, 
and  have  not  understood  his  counsel :  because  he  hath  | 
gathered  them  together  as  the  hay  of  the  floor. 

13  Arise,  and  tread,  0  daughter  of  Sion:  for  I  will  ' 
make  thy  horn  iron,  and  thy  hoofs  1  will  make  brass :  and 
thou  shalt  beat  in  pieces  many  peoples,  and  shalt  immolate 
the  spoils  of  them  to  the  Lord,  and  their  strength  to  the 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth. 

CHAP.  V. 

The  birth  of  Christ  in  Bethlehem :  his  reujn  and  spiritual  conquests. 

"VTOW  shalt  thou  be  laid  waste,  0  daughter  of  the 
-L  l  robber :  they  have  laid  siege  against  us,  with  a  rod 
shall  they  strike  the  cheek  of  the  judge  of  Israel. 

2  'And  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephrata.  art  a  little  one 
among  the  thousands  of  Juda:  out  of  thee  shall  he  come 

»  Soph.  iii.  19.— b  Dan.  vii.  14:  Luke  L  32. 


^^i^^om!^  VWtffito".    Heb.  and  Sept.  «»- 

9  J^K*-8"^  a°t£St\.  Heb-  "  fort"»»  or  °Phel>"  a  tower  or  wall  near  the  temple, 
c  tin.  m.  „7.— 1-lock.    Jerusalem  was  no  better,  after  the  Chaldeans  had  de- 
■troyed  it.  4  Kings  xvii.  9.    Yet  there  Zorobabel,  the  Machabees,  and  Christ  dis- 
played thci-- power.    It  was  the  cradle  of  the  Church.    Some  take  this  to  refer  to 
Bethlehem,  i>«  chap.  t.  2.  C. 
^  br.  's.    ATo  king,  after  Sedeciaa  was  taken.  C. 
J  RR.  1 1 .    Sion.    Let  us  enter  the  sanctuary  and  plunder  it. 
\  br.  13.    Brats.    Fear  nothing.    The  Jews  did  not  attack  the  army  of  Cam- 
bJBfl&  Kk.zec.  xxxviii.  21,  and  xxxix.  10.  C.)  at  least  at  first  H.-But  what  God 
aVi  for  them  is  attributed  to  them.  C. 

CHAP.  V  Yer.  1.  Bobber.  Some  understand  this  of  Babylon,  which  robbed 
ana  ponged  the  temple  of  God  ;  others  understand  it  of  Jerusalem,  by  reason  of 
Uie-iany  rapine*  and  oppressions  committed  there.  Ch.-ileb.  "now  assemble  O 
daughter  of  troops;"  Babylon,  famous  (H.)  for  soldiers,  who  will  seize  Sedecias 
Uer.  xxxix.  U  C.) ;  or  Jerusalem,  nolcd  for  rapine.  Chap.  iii. 

\Eit  2.  £phrata.  This  was  the  ancient  name  (H.)  of  Bethlehem.  (tWi 
xxxv.  10,)  though  some  think  that  it  was  so  called  after  Caleb's  wife.  1  Par  ii  *9 

7-  '/»  w**/1100  ? "  &C-'  which  milkcs  il  aSm>  wlth  Mucl*  il  4—t-ittle'  Heb' 
t*nr, ,  (H.)  II [  Often  rendered  " considerable."  Chal.—  Thousands:  capital  cities' 
/ac,  u.  7.  Bethlehem  seemed  too  mean  to  send  forth  a  ruler  over  the  rest  The 
ancient  jews  clearly  understood  this  of  the  Mess-as.  The  moderns  explain  it  of 
Zorobabel :  but  the  expressions  are  too  grand  for  him.  C— S.  Jerom  accuses  the 
£ews  of  baring  designedly  omitted  some  cities,  (Jos.  xv.  (JO,)  because  Bethlehem 
Kpfc rata  w  one.  It  is  no  where  else  thus  described.  Konnicott.— The  priests  sub- 
jututid  land  of  Juda  instead  of  Ephrata.  Matt.  ii.  H. — The  evangelist  recites 
2*  t0  show  their  negligence  in  quotimr  Scripture.— Forth.    That  is  he 

who  as  man  shall  be  born  in  thee,  as  God  was  born  of  his  Father  from  all  eternity 
Z^£rr?W'  711056  "Prions  singly  imply  a  long  time  (Exod.  xxl  0:  PsaL 
xx:u  but  when  doubled,  scutum  sxculi,  tec,  thev  must  be  understood  of  an 
ibsa-ite  eternity,  which  Christ  enjoyed  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Gho<t  ■ 
'hitngfa,  in  hi*  human  nature,  he  was  born  in  time.  XV.  1 
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forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  the  ruler  in  Israel :  and  his 
going  forth  is  from  the  beginning,  from  the  days  of 
eternity. 

3  Therefore  will  he  give  them  up  even  till  the  time 
wherein  she  that  travaileth  shall  bring  forth  :  and  the 

remnant  of  his  brethren  shall  be  converted  to  the  children 
of  Israel. 

4  And  he  shall  stand,  and  feed  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord  in  the  height  of  the  name  of  the  Lord,°his  God  ■ 
and  they  shall  be  converted,  for  now  shall  he  be  magnified 
even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

5  And  this  man  shall  be  our  peace,  when  the  Assyrian 
shall  come  into  our  land,  and  ivhen  he  shall  set  his  foot  in 
our  houses:  and  we  shall  raise  against  him  seven  shep 
herds,  and  eight  principal  men. 

6  And  they  shall  feed  the  land  of  Assyria  with  the 
sword,  and  the  land  of  Nemrod  with  the  spears  thereof: 
and  he  shall  deliver  us  from  the  Assyrian  when  he  shall 
come  into  our  land,  and  when  he  shall  tread  in  our 
borders. 

7  And  the  remnant  of  Jacob  shall  be  in  the  midst  ol 
many  peoples,  as  a  dew  from  the  Lord,  and  as  drops  upon 
the  grass,  which  waitcth  not  for  man,  nor  tarrieth  for  the 
children  of  men. 

8  And  the  remnant  of  Jacob  shall  be  among  the  Gen 
tiles,  in  the  midst  of  many  peoples, 'as  a  lion  among  the 
beasts  of  the  forests,  and  as  a  young  lion  among  the  flocks 
of  sheep:  who,  when  he  shall  go  through, °and  tread 
down,  and  take,  there  is  none  to  deliver. 

9  Thy  hand  shall  be  lifted  up  over  thy  enemies,  and  all 
thy  enemies  shall  be  cut  oft'. 

10  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  saith  the 
Lord,  that  1  will  take  away  thy  horses  out  of  the  midst  oi 
thee,  and  will  destroy  thy  chariots. 

11  And  I  will  destroy  the  cities  of  thy  land,  and  will 
throw  down  all  thy  strong  holds,  and  I  will  take  away  sor- 

«  Ha*,  ii.  I ;  John  vii.  42. 


ImZ  m\  h«  ,  ^    -       ******      (Sanct) ;  or  the  Jews  shall  enjoy  the 

and  tdl  Christ  come  (S.  Jer.  Exp.  8);  or  he  will  leave  them  in  their  bllnSS 

ie  received   S^pei' when  diero  sha11  be  onc  /oU  Johfi  ™ 

\  ek.  0.  Peace.  This  regards  Christ,  and  not  Zorobabel.  C— Assyrian  V  it 
£J the  persecutors  of  the  Church;  who  are  here  called  Assyrians  bv  the  propLt 
becau.se  the  Assym,*  were  at  that  time  the  chief  enemies  and  perixutoi  J  the 

of -tototh  °  Tl Lh—S;Cf"'  ic'  J*  P**101*  t,f  God's  Church,  and  the  defender! 
of  the  faith.  The  number  seven,  in  Scriptuw,  is  taken  to  signify  manv  ;  and  when 
eight  is  joined  with  it,  we  are  to  understand  that  the  number  will  be  verv  -eat 

Stofl  fr'  "Uth  C.-£iyht.    Etchyioj  places  Artaplnme* 

between  Smerdis  and  Hystaspcs,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  seven  *dm3 

SIS*.  Ett6r  °Ue  01  Mdie  "eveM  coasPtrators,  (C.J  or  rather  chief  prince,,  who  at' 
tacked  tlie  usurper.  H.  r  J 

V2R.  6.  Hystaspes  first  laid  a  tax  of  money  on  the  Persians  who 

hence  styled  mm  a  meirhaut.  Herod,  iii.  89.-He  was  severe,  and  often  at  war.  C 

lb iT^lAV  5 "•2to ^T-*1  ,conttuesu  in  the laDd* <rf  their  persecutor,  with 
the  sxcord  of  the  Spu^t,  which  u  the  urord  of  God.  £pm  ft  17.  Ch.-  \VUh  tec 

Sept         the  ditch."    Th,  fcc,  »  gates,"  where  sentence  was  given.-  Bordsrs 

Ver?5.0C?       PmC0S         Eak°U       PlaCe  °f  Camb^'  wh0  had  invade<1  J™**- 

-i  LEK".  7;  -  J"v?  ;        l,,1C  ,ar'03rles-  8nd       n>*t  preachers  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
who*  doctrine,  like  dew,  shall  make  the  plants  of  the  converted  Gentiles  grow  up 
without  waiting  for  any  man  to  cultivate  them  bv  human  learning.  Ch. 

\  er.  8.  Lion.  This  denotes  the  fortitude  of  these  first  preachers,  and  Uieir 
success  in  their  spiritual  enterprises.  Ch.— The  Jews,  by  leave  of  Assuerus  de- 
fended themselves;  and  die  Machabees  became  terrible.  Est.  ix.;  and  1  .Vac 

111*  *T* 

Ver.  10.  norses.  Some  understand  this,  and  all  thut  follows  to  the  end  oi 
the  chapter,  as  uddres*ed  to  the  enemies  of  the  f'hurch.  But  it  Dun  as  well  be 
understood  of  toe  converts  to  the  Church,  who  tbouiQ  uo  longer  put  their  trust  In 
any  01  these  thmgs.  Ch. 

Vbr.  11.    Sorceries.    The  Jews  after  their  return  absuiued  more  from  sues 


X 


• 


Chap.  VI. 

ceries  out  of  thy  hand,  and  there  shall  be  no  divinations  in 
thee. 

12  Anil  I  will  destroy  thy  graven  things,  and  thy 
statues,  out  of  the  midst  of  thee  :  and  thou  shalt  no  more 
adore  the  works  of  thy  hands. 

13  And  I  will  pluck  up  thy  groves  out  of  the  midst  of 

thee :  and  will  crush  thy  cities. 

14  And  1  will  execute  vengeance  in  wrath,  and  in  in- 
dignation, among  all  the  nations  that  have  not  given  ear. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Ood  exjnstulates  icith  the  Jews  for  their  ingratitude  and  sins:  for  which 

they  shill  be  punished. 

TXEAR  ye  what  the  Lord  saitli :  Arise,  contend  thou 
J__L  in  judgment  against  the  mountains,  and  let  the 
hills  hear  thy  voice. 

2  Let  the  mountains  hear  the  judgment  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  strong  foundations  of  the  earth  :  for  the  Lord  will 
enter  into  judgment  with  his  people,  and  he  will  plead 
against  Israel. 

3  *0  my  people,  what  have  I  done  to  thee,  or  in  what 
lave  I  molested  thee  ?  answer  thou  me. 

4  For  I  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
delivered  thee  out  of  the  house  of  slaves  :  and  I  sent  before 
thy  face  Moses,  and  Aaron,  and  Mary? 

5  bO  my  people,  remember,  I  pray  thee,  what  Balach, 
the  king  of  Moab,  purposed  :  and  what  Balaam,  the  son 
of  Beor,  answered  him,  from  Setim  to  Galgal.  that  thou 

mightest  know  the  justices  of  the  Lord. 

6  What  shall  I  offer  to  the  Lord  that  is  worthy  ?  where- 
with shall  I  kneel  before  the  high  God  ?  shall  I  offer  ho- 
locausts unto  him,  and  calves  of  a  year  old  ? 

7  May  the  Lord  be  appeased  with  thousands  of  rams, 
or  with  many  thousands  of  fat  he-goats  ?  shall  I  give  my 
first-born  for  my  wickedness,  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the 
sin  of  my  soul  ? 

8  I  will  show  thee,  0  man,  what  is  good,  and  what 
the  Lord  requireth  of  thee  :  c  Verily  to  do  judgment,  and 
to  lore  mercy,  and  to  walk  solicitous  with  thy  God. 

9  The  voice  of  the  Lord  crieth  to  the  city,  and  salvation 
shall  be  to  them  that  fear  thy  name  :  hear,  0  ye  tribes, 
and  who  shall  approve  it  ? 

10  As  yet  there  is  a  fire  in  the  house  of  the  wicked, the 
treasures  of  iniquity,  and  a  scant  measure  full  of  wrath. 

»  Jei-  It.  3.— S  Xum.  ixft  13.— I  Zaeh.  tu.  9  ;  Matt,  xxiil.  23;  Dcui.  ti.  2,  and  xxrL  1ft. 

things;  but  not  like  the  Church  of  Christ,  in  which  idol*  and  dealings  with  the 
ievil  have  niver  been  tolerated. 

CHAP.  VI.  Ver.  1.  The  mountains,  4c.  That  in,  the  prinees,  rhe  great 
ones  of  the  people.  (_'h.—  liut  11  eb.  intimate*  real  mountains,  which  had  witnessed 
the  imn'ety  of  the  fteople,  (C.)  and  had  been  defiled  with  their  altars,  kc.  l*rot. 
"Contend*  tfaou  before  the,"  Sec.  (II.)  as  God's  advocate.  He  condescends  to 
justify  his  conduct  towards  Israel-  Isa.  iii.  13.  C. 

Vir.  5.  From  Setim  to  Galgal.  He  puts  them  in  mind  of  the  favour  ho  did 
them,  in  not  suffering  them  to  he  quite  destroyed  by  the  evil  purpose  of  Balach 
and  the  wicked  counsel  of  lialaam ;  and  then  -fives  thorn  a  hint  of  the  wonders  he 
wrought,  in  order  to  briny;  them  into  the  land  of  promise,  by  stopping  the  course 
of  the  Jordan,  In  their  inarch  from  Setim  to  Galgal.  Ch. — Justices.  Sym. 
"  mercies."  C. 

Veb..  6.  What  shall  I  ojfrr.  Sec.  This  is  spoken  in  the  person  of  the  people, 
desiring  to  be  informed  what  they  are  to  do  to  please  God.  Ch. 

Ver.  7.  Fat.  Heb.  "torrents  of  oil." — First-born,  like  Jephte,  or  the  king 
if  Moab.  Judg.  xi.,  and  4  Kings  iii.  27. 

VisJt.  6.  Solicitous.  Heb.  also,  "humbly."  II.— This  wu*  preferable  to  all 
»ther  sacrifices  of  the  old  law,  ;W.)  and  was  frequently  inculcated.  Deuu  x.  12  ; 
PsaL  rlix.  9;  Isa.  i.  11.  Yet  the  carnal  Jews  always  made  perfection  consist  in 
sxterior  ceremonies. 

Vbr.  0.    City,  to  all  mankind.— It  ?  Who  will  attead  7  C. 


Chap.  VII. 

11  Shall  I  justify  wicked  balances,  and  the  deceitfk 

weights  of  the  bag  ? 

12  By  which  her  rich  men  were  filled  with  iniquity, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  spoken  lies,  and  their 
tongue  was  deceitful  in  their  mouth. 

13  And  I  therefore  began  to  strike  thee  with  desolation 

for  thy  sins. 

14  Thou  shalt  eat,  but  shalt  not  be  filled  :  and  thy  hu 
miliation  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  thee :  and  thou  shall 
take  hold,  but  shalt  not  save :  and  those  whom  thou  shalt 
save,  I  will  give  up  to  the  sword. 

15  dThou  shalt  sow,- but  shalt  not  reap:  thou  shalt 
tread  the  olives,  but  shalt  not  be  anointed  with  the  oil : 
and  the  new  wine,  but  shalt  not  drink  the  wine. 

16  For  thou  hast  kept  the  statutes  of  Aran,  and  all  the 
works  of  the  house  of  Achab  :  and  thou  hast  walked  ac- 
cording to  their  wills,  that  1  should  make  thee  a  desolation, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  a  hissing,  and  you  shall  bear 
the  reproach  of  my  people. 

CHAP.  VII. 

The  prophet  laments,  that  notwithstanding  all  his  preaching,  the  generality  are  ! 
still  corrupt  in  their  manners:  therefore  their  desolation  is  at  hand:  but 
they  shall  be  restored  again  and  prosper  ,■  and  all  mankind  shmU  be  re- 
deemed by  Christ. 

WOE  is  me,  for  I  am  become  as  one  that  gleaneth  in 
autumn  the  grapes  of  the  vintage :  there  is  no 
cluster  to  eat,  my  soul  desired  the  first  ripe  figs. 

2  The  holy  man  is  perished  out  of  the  earth,  and  there 
is  none  upright  among  men  :  they  all  lie  in  wait  for  blood, 
every  one  hunteth  his  brother  to  death. 

3  The  evil  of  their  hands  they  call  jrood :  the  prince 
requireth,  and  the  judge  is  for  giving :  and  the  great  man 
hath  uttered  the  desire  of  his  soul,  and  they  have  trou- 
bled it 

4  He  that  is  best  among  them,  is  as  a  brier :  and  that 
is  righteous,  as  the  thorn  of  the  hedge.  The  day  of  thy 
inspection,  thy  visitation  cometh :  now  shall  be  their  de- 
struction. 

5  Believe  not  a  friend,  and  trust  not  in  a  prince :  keep 
the  doors  of  thy  mouth  from  her  that  sleepeth  in  thy 

bosom. 

6  'For  the  son  dishonoured  the  father,  and  the  daugh- 
ter riseth  up  against  her  mother,  the  daughter-in-law 

*  Deut.  xxviiL  54;  Agg  L  6.—*  Hats.  x.  21. 

Ver.  10.   Full  of  wrath,  kc.  That  is,  highly  provoking  in  the  sight  of  God.  Ch. 

Vkk.  14.    And  thy.    Sept.  "  I  will  cast  'thee  away  into  thyself."  H — Held  of 

soma  fruit.  C. 

Vbr.  16.    -Vetc.    Sept.  "grape."  H. 

Vbr.  10.  The  statutes  of  Amri,  &c.  Thft  wicked  ways  of  Amri  and  Achub, 
idolatrous  kings.  Ch. — They  were  the  most  infamous  .if  Israel.  3  Kings  xvi.  *25, 
30.  W.— Heb.  "the  statutes  of  Amri  are  kept."  Sep:.  "The  precepts  (ami)  oi 
my  people  shall  perish."  H. —  You,  rich  men.  C— Sept.  "  you  shall  receive  the 

reproach  of  people."  H. 

CHAP.  VII.  Ver.  1.  Figs,  which  are  the  worst  S.  J«T.  S.  Amb.  in  Luke 
vii.  3.  Yet  they  were  eagerly  sought  after,  before  the  other  fl^s  came  ro  maturity. 

Veb.  9.  Holy  man.  Heb.  esid,  (II.)  "the  pious"  AsftUeta.  2  Mac.  xiv.  6. 
The  disorder  of  Israel  was  great,  though  some  were  religious.  C. 

Vbr.  4.  Britr.  Heb.  hlok,  or  "  thorn."  Sept.  "  a  c><nsnmiug  moth." — /«• 
npection,  or  of  thy  chieis  (H.)  und  prophets.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Bosom.  In  times  of  general  distress,  eveiAioinestic*  are  not  trusted  , 
because  all  are  solicitous  for  themselves,  even  to  the  prejudice  of  others.  W, — 
Before  the  ruin  of  Israel  civil  wars  raged.  4  Kings  xt.  Our  Saviour  alludes  to 
this  passage,  Matt.  x.  33 ;  Luke  xii.  5-2,  and  xxi.  16.  People  will  rise  up  to 
oppress  true  believers ;  and  these  must  abandon  their  nearest  relations,  when  thej 
prove  an  obstacle  to  salvation.  This  is  the  mors'  and  the  other  the  litara" 
sense.  C. 
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MICHEAS. 


Chap.  VII. 


MICHEAS. 


Chap.  VII. 


and  a  mans  enemies  are 


against  her  mother-in-law: 
they  of  his  6wi.  household. 

7  BA  I  will  look  towards  the  Lord,  I  will  wait  for 
God,  my  Saviour :  my  God  will  hear  me. 

8  Rejoice  not,  thou  my  enemy,  over  me,  because  i  am 
fallen:  I  shall  ai;se,  when  I  sit  "in  darkness,  the  Lord  is 
my  light 

9  I  will  bear  the  wrath  of  the  Lord,  because  I  have 
sinned  against  him  :  until  he  judge  my  cause,  and  execute 
judgment  for  me  :  he  will  bring  me  forth  into  the  light,  I 
shall  behold  his  justice. 

10  And  my  enemy  shall  behold,  and  she  shall  be  co- 
vered with  shame,  who  saith  to  me:  Where  is  the  Lord 
thy  God?  my  eyes  shall  look  down  upon  her:  now  shall 
she  be  trodden  under  foot  as  the  mire  of  the  streets. 

1 1  The  day  shall  come,  that  thy  walls  may  be  built  up : 
in  that  day  shall  the  law  be  far  removed. 

12  In  that  day  they  shall  come  even  from  Assyria  to 
thee,  and  to  the  fortified  cities :  and  from  the  fortified 
cities  even  to  the  river,  and  from  sea  to  sea.  and  from 
mountain  to  mountain. 

13  And  the  land  shall  be  made  desolate,  because  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  and  for  the  fruit  of  their  devices. 


»  M»n.  x.  sc. 


14  Feed  thy  people  with  thy  rod,  the  flock  of  thy  m 
heritance,  them  that  dwell  alone  in  the  forest,  in  the  midsf 
of  Carmel :  they  shall  feed  in  Basan  and  Galaad.  accord- 
ing to  the  days  of  old. 

15  According  to  the  days  of  thy  coming  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  I  will  show  him  wonders. 

16  The  nations  shall  see,  and  shall  be  confounded  at  all 
their  strength :  they  shall  put  the  hand  upon  the  mouth, 
their  ears  shall  be  deaf. 

17  They  shall  lick  the  dust  like  serpents,  as  the  creep- 
ing things  of  the  earth,  they  shall  be  disturbed  in  their 
houses :  they  shall  dread  the  Lord,  our  God,  and  shall 
fear  thee. 

18  bWho  is  a  God  like  to  thee,  who  takest  awaj 
iniquity,  and  passest  by  the  sin  of  the  remnant  of  thy  in- 
heritance? he  will  send  his  fury  in  no  more,  because  he 
delighteth  in  mercy. 

19  He  will  turn  again,  and  have  mercy  on  us:  he  will 
put  away  our  iniquities :  and  he  will  cast  all  our  sins  into 
the  bottom  of  the  sea. 

20  Thou  wilt  perform  the  truth  to  Jacob,  the  mercy  to 
Abraham  :  which  thou  hast  sworn  to  our  fathers  in  the 
days  of  old. 

*  Jer.  x.  6  ;  Act*  x.  43. 


Vkr.  10.  She  ;  Babylon,  my  enemy.  Ch.— Streets.  Cyrus  treated  the  fallen 
city  with  contempt.    It  stood  for  some  time  afterwards.  C.  ' 

Ver.  11.  Law  of  thy  enemies,  who  hare  tyrannised  over  thee.  Ch. — The 
walla  of  Jerusalem  are  ordered  to  be  rebuilt.  Agg.  L 

Ver.  12.  Fortified,  Ileb.  alio,  "Ejiypt,  and  from  Egypt  to  the  river  Eu- 
phrates, '  &c.  The  Jows  shall  occupy  their  ancient  limits.  Amoi  Tiii.  12.  C— 
Prom  all  parts  the  captives  shall  return.  H. 

Vbr.  13.  Land  of  Babylon,  (Ch.)  or  "the  land  of  Judea  (H.)  has  been," 
ice.  It  might  also  be  again  made  desolate,  because  the  captives  built  houses  for 
lhemt*}fc*,  and  neglected  the  temple.  Agg.  i.  10. 

Vfr    14.    Alone:  destitute  of  all  things,  or  in  full  security.  Jer.xr.17;  Num. 


xxiii.  9.  God  will  feed  his  people  (C)  in  the  most  fertile  places,  designated  by 
Carmel  and  Basan.  H. 

Vbr.  15.  Wonders.  The  prophets  speaking  of  the  return,  have  Cltrist  and  his 
religion  in  view:  so  that  they  seem  not  to  find  terms  sufficiently  magnificent.  Isa 
xi.  15,  and  xliii.  16;  Zac.  *  II.  C. 

V«r.  16.  Strength,  because  they  cannot  overcome  the  Hebrews  or  Christians. 
M. — Deaf,  being  astonished.  Job  xxi.  5. 

Vbr.  17.    Serpents,  (Gen.  ill.  14,)  out  of  respect  or  rage.  C. 
Ver.  18.    No  more,  for  past  offences.    Yet,  if  they  transgress  again,  thev  Wtft 
not  expect  impunity.  C. 

Vi».  19.    Away.    Prot  "subdue,"  (H.)  or  trample  upon.  C 


THE 


PPOPHECY  OP  IAHUM, 


manasar,  as  he  alludes"  to  the  captivity  of  Israel  and  to  the  blasphemies  of  ScnnVcheribT"  W^nnm"  thVi^ 

lie  appeared  about  ftrty  years  after  Jonas,  when  the  Xinivite*  had  relapsed,  and  were  destroved  in  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  thirtv-flve  rears  as  a  fim 
subversion  of  idolatry  by  Christ's  preaching  the  gospel  of  peace  W. 


figure  of  the 


CHAPTER  L 

The  majesty  of  God,  his  e/oodness  to  his  people,  and  severity  to  his  enemies. 

rpHE  'burden  of  Ninive.  The  book  of  the  vision  of 
JL   Nahum,  the  Elcesite. 

2  The  Lord  is  a  jealous  God,  and  a  revenger  :  the  Lord 
is  a  revenger,  and  hath  wrath  :  the  Lord  taketh  vengeance 
on  his  adversaries,  and  he  is  angry  with  his  enemies. 

»  A.  M.  circitcr  3264,  A.  C.  7*0. 


CHAP.  T.  Ver.  1.  Burden,  or  threat.  W.— Sept,  "assumption,"  (II.)  when 
the  prophet  saw  in  spirit  the  imi>ending  ruin.  Theod.— We  have  described  Xinive, 
Jonas  i.  C— It  was  overturned  first  A.  32£7,  and  again  A.  3378.  Uehor.— Elcesite. 
&ome  think  that  Elcesai  was  the  father  of  Nahum  ;  but  most  suppose  that  it  was  a 
Tillage  of  Galilee.  C 

Vbr.  f.  COansc.  Ut  "cleansing,  he  will  not  make  innocent"  H. — The 
30* 


3  The  Lord  is  patient,  and  great  in  power,  and  will 
not  cleanse  and  acquit  the  guilty.  The  Lord's  ways  are 
in  a  tempest,  and  a  whirlwind,  and  clouds  arc  the  dust  of 
his  feet  "    .  _  _    .  '  ' 

4  He  rebuketh  the  sea,  and  drieth  it  up :  and  bringeth 
all  the  rivers  to  be  a  desert.  Basan  languisheth  and 
Carmel :  and  the  flower  of  Libanus  fadeth  away. 

5  The  mountains  tremble  at  him,  and  the  hills  are 


same  expression  is  rendered,  No  man  of  himself  is  mnocent  before  thee.  Exyt 
xxxiv.  7.  C. — No  man  is  perfect  in  God's  sight,  (C.)  though  they  may  appear  to 
be  such  to  others.  H. — Dust,    lie  walks  upon  them  as  we  do  on  "dry  land. 

Ver.  4.  Desert,  as  at  the  Red  Sea.  Psal.  cr.  9.— Languisheth.  The  motf 
fruitful  places  produce  nothing,  when  God  is  angry. 

Vbr.  5.    Made,    Sept.  " shaken."— Quaked.    Heb.  and  Sept.  "risen."  C 


(_/Ha?.  II. 


a  AHUM. 


Chap.  II. 


mad  3  desolate  :  and  the  earth  hath  quaked  at  his  presence, 
and  the  world,  and  all  that  dwell  therein. 

6  ^'ho  can  stand  before  the  face  of  his  indignation  ? 
and  who  shall  resist  in  the  fierceness  of  his  anger  ?  his  in- 
dignation is  poured  out  like  fire  :  and  the  rocks  are  melted 
by  him. 

7  The  Lord  is  good,  and  givsth  strength  in  the  day  of 
trouble :  and  knoweth  them  th?i  hope  in  him.4 

8  But  with  a  flood  tL^t  paoseth  by,  he  will  make  an 
utter  end  of  the  place  thereof:  and  darkness  shall  pursue 
his  enemies. 

9  What  do  ye  devise  against  the  Lord?  he  will  make 
an  utter  end :  there  shall  not  rise  a  double  affliction. 

10  For  as  thorns  embrace  one  another:  so  while  they 
are  feasting  and  drinking  together,  they  shall  be  consumed 
as  stubble  that  is  fully  dry. 

11  Out  of  thee  shall  come  forth  one  that  imagineth 
evil  against  the  Lord,  contriving  treachery  in  his  mind. 

12  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Though  they  were  perfect: 
and  many  of  them  so,  yet  thus  shall  they  be  cut  off,  and 
be  shall  pass:  I  have  afflicted  thee,  and  I  will  afflict  thee 

do  more,  j  -J«pct  aiij  ----  aws  ?»»T  ?J 

13  And  now  I  will  break  in  pieces  his  rod  with  which 

he  struck  thy  back,  and  I  will  burst  thy  bonds  asunder. 

14  And  the  Lord  will  give  a  commandment  concern- 
ing thee,  that  no  more  of  thy  name  shall  be  sown :  I  will 
destroy  the  graven  and  molten  thing  out  of  the  house  of 
thy  God,  I  will  make  it  thy  grave,  for  thou  art  dis- 

15  b  Behold  upon  the  mountains  the  feet  of  him  that 
brinjjeth  good  tidings,  and  that  preacheth  peace:  O  Juda, 
keep  thy  festivals,  and  pay  thy  vows :  for  Belial  shall  no 
*nore  pass  through  thee  again,  he  is  utterly  cut  off. 

CHAP.  IL 

God  sends  his  armies  against  Xinive  to  destroy  it. 

HE  is  come  up  that  shall  destroy  before  thy  face,  that 
shall  keep  the  siege :  watch  the  way,  fortify  thy 
loins,  strengthen  thy  power  exceedingly. 


»  2  Tim.  f.  I. 


Ver.  7.    Hope.    Sept.  "fear."    Ho  approves  of  his  faithful  servants.  H. 

Vkr.  8.  Thereof;  viz.  of  Ninive.  Ch.— This  is  connected  with  ver.  1.  H.— 
Ninive  was  taken  by  the  waters  of  the  Tigris  overflowing,  at  the  first  siege.  Diod. 
3.  A  then.  1*2. — Many  think  that  the  flood  means  great  armies.  Isa.  viii.  7.  Forcr. 
Vat. — Sept.  a  Ho  will  utterly  destroy :  those  who  rise  up  and  his  enemies,  dark- 
new, »  &&  H. 

Ver.  fi.    Affliction.    Sept.  add,  "for  the  same  thing,  or  together."  H. 

Ver.  10.  l>ry.  The  Assyrians,  feasting  in  the  hopes  that  tiiey  would  speedily 
become  masters  of  Jerusalem,  were  cut  off  in  one  night  W. 

Ver.  11.  Forth.  Some  understand  this  of  Sennacherib.  But  as  his  attempt 
•gainst  the  people  Sf  eins  to  have  been  prior  to  the  prophecy  of  Xahuni,  we  may 
better  understand  it  of  lloloferno.  Ch. — One.  Sept.  "a  most  wicked  thought 
against  the  Lord,  devising  opposition."  H. 

Ver.  15.  Per/vet.  That  is,  however  strong  or  numerous  their  forces  may  be, 
they  shall  be  cut  oh",  and  their  prince  or  leader  shall  pass  away  and  disappear.  Ch. 
— If  there  were  many  just  at  Ninive,  or  among  the  Jews,  (C.)  a  moderate  chastise- 
ment would  suffice.  H. — The  latter  have  been  afflicted;  now  their  enemies  shall 
tuffer.  H. 

Vbr.  13.  Asunder.  Ezechias  was  tributary  to  Assyria.  4  Kings  xviii.  14. 
After  the  fall  of  Ninive,  its  yoke  was  removed.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Commandment..  That  is,  a  decree  concerning  thee,  O  king  of 
Ninive,  thy  seed  shall  fail,  Sec.  Ch. — His  son  Asarhaddon  succeeded ;  but  soon  the 
line  was  oxtir.r*.  W. — >ro  alarm  shall  be  spread  by  thee. 

Vkr.  16.  P/acc.  Sentinels  were  established  on  the  bills. — Festival*.  S. 
Jerom  quote*  the  B.  of  Parol.,  as  saying  (C.)  that  the  Jews  could  not  observe  the 
PassoTer  in  the  first  month.  But  they  did  it  in  the  second;  after  they  knew  that 
Senua'-nerib  was  slain.  2  I'ar.  xxxti.  II.— This  passage  does  not.  however,  appear 
*t  present  in  Scripture,  and  it  could  not  speak  of  the  second  month  (C.)  following 
(K  3  at  the  king  was  slain  forty-five  days  (Tob.  i.  22.  Gr.  5f>\  oiter  his 


2  For  the  Lord  hath  rendered  the  pride  of  Jacob,  as 
the  pride  of  Israel ;  because  the  spoilers  have  laid  them 
waste,  and  have  marred  their  branches. 

3  The  shield  of  his  mighty  men  is  like  fire,  the  men  of 
the  army  are  clad  in  scarlet,  the  reins  of  the  chariot  are 
flaming  in  the  day  of  his  preparation,  and  the  drivers  are 
stupified. 

4  They  are  in  confusion  in  the  ways,  the  chariots  justle 
one  against  another  in  the  streets:  their  looks  are  like 
torches,  like  lightning  running  to  and  fro. 

5  He  will  muster  up  his  valiant  men,  they  shall  stumble 
in  their  march :  they  shall  quickly  get  upon  the  walls 
thereof:  and  a  covering  shall  be  prepared.  - 

6  The  gates  of  the  rivers  are  opened,  and  the  temple  is 
thrown  down  to  the  ground. 

7  And  the  soldier  is  led  away  captive :  and  her  bond- 
women were  led  away  mourning  as  doves,  murmuring  in 
their  hearts. 

8  And  as  for  Ninive,  her  waters  are  like  a  great  pool  : 
but  the  men  flee  away.  They  cry :  Stand,  stand,  but 
there  is  none  that  will  return  back. 

9  Take  ye  the  spoil  of  the  silver,  take  the  spoil  of  the 
gold :  for  there  is  no  end  of  the  riches  of  all  the  precious 
furniture. 

1 0  She  is  destroyed,  and  rent,  and  torn  :  the  heart 
melteth,  and  the  knees  fail,  and  all  the  loins  lose  theii 
strength  :  and  the  faces  of  them  all  are  as  the  blackness  o< 
akettfo    -.""  ..  *       '  .  ;/V    ..^ypy.    -\     ,    -  -  /"-'v^ 

1 1  Where  is  now  the  dwelling  of  the  lions,  and  the 
feeding  place  of  the  young  lions,  to  which  the  lion  went, 
to  enter  in  thither,  the  young  lion,  and  there  was  none  to' 
make  them  afraid  1 

12  The  lion  caught  enough  for  his  whelps,  and  killed 
for  his  lionesses :  and  he  filled  his  holes  with  prey,  and 
his  den  with  rapine. 

13  Behold  I  come  against  thee,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
and  I  will  burn  thy  chariots  even  to  smoke,  and  the  sword 
shall  devour  thy  young  lions  :  and  I  will  cut  off  thy  prey 

»  Isa.  1H.  7;  Rom.  x.  15. 


return  to  .Ninive;  end  some  time  must  have  elapsed  before  ho  could  #et  thither, 
and  the  news  arrive  in  Judea.  C. — Belial ;  the  wicked  one,  viz.  the  Assyrian.  Ch. 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  1.  Face,  0  Juda,  Sept  "who  blows  on  thy  £ac*,  (Gen.  iL 
7,)  freeing  from  misery."  Here  S.  Jcrom's  Gr.  copy  ends  the  chap.  H. —  Watch. 
Behold  Nabopolassar  is  about  to  attack  thy  enemies.  Some  ttrok  that  Xahura 
addresses  Xinive  ironically.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Pride,  Sec.  He  hath  punished  Jacob  for  his  pride,  ana  titerefore 
Ninive  must  not  expect  to  escape.  Or  else,  rendering  the  priile  of  Jacob  means 
rewarding,  that  is,  punishing  Ninive  for  the  pride  they  exercised  against  Jacob.  Ch 

Ver.  3.  Mighty  men.  He  speaks  of  the  Chaldeans  and  Medes  sent  to  destrwy 
the  Ninivites.  Ch. — This  is  the  common  opinion.  Yet  it  seems  rather  that  the 
Xinivites  are  detignatcd,  as  they  were  asleep  and  stumbled,  ice  C. — Stup-fled, 
That  is,  they  drive  on  furiously,  like  men  intoxicated  with  wine.  Ch. 

Ver.  4.  Streets.  The  Xinivites  are  disordered  at  the  enemy's  approach.  3. 
Jer. 

Ver.  5.  Muster.  Lit.  "remember"  (II.)  the  ancient  heroes,  Salmanasar,  kc 
C. —  Stumble,  by  running  hastily  on.  Ch. — Prepared  to  defend  the  city.  EI. — AH 
this  represents  a  city  surprised.  It  attempts  to  defend  itself;  but  God  renders  ail 
efforts  vain.  C 

Ver.  6.  Gates;  floodgates  or  channel  of  the  Tigris  overflowing".  Chap.  i.  8. — 
Temple.    Sept  "  palace." 

Ver.  7.  Soldier.  Ileb.  estob,  (H.)  "the  station"  or  guard;  the  queen,  ot 
the  statue  of  the  idol. 

Vkr.  8.  Waters:  multitudes,  (Apoc.  xvii.  15,)  and  riches  (C) ;  or  the  floofl 
bursting  upon  them  \!     -  them  flee.  II. 

Ver.  11.  Lions-  The  kings  of  Assyria  had  plundered  various  notions,  (H.) 
and  had  brought  the  spoils  to  >'inive-  But  all  shall  be  lost.  M  . — Those  prices 
followed  no  law  but  their  own  will. —  The  lion,  >*abopolassar,  or  his  wn  ;  though 
it  seems  rather  to  relate  to  the  Asavrian  monarch*.  C. 
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Chap.  III. 


out  of  the  land,  and  the  voice  of  thy  messengers  shall  be 
heard  no  more.* 

CHAP.  III. 

The  miserable  destruction  of  Ninite. 

WOE  bto  thee,  O  city  of  blood,  all  full  of  lies  and 
violence :  rapine  shall  not  depart  from  thee. 

2  The  noise  of  the  whip,  and  the  noise  of  the  rattling 
of  the  wheels,  and  of  the  neighing  horse,  and  of  the 
running  chariot,  and  of  the  horsemen  coming  up : 

3  And  of  the  shining  sword,  and  of  the  glittering  spear, 
and  of  a  multitude  slain,  and  of  a  grievous  destruction : 
and  there  is  no  end  of  carcasses,  and  they  shall  fall  down 
on  their  dead  bodies. 

4  Because  of  the  multitude  of  the  fornications  of  the 
harlot  that  was  beautiful  and  agreeable,  and  that  made  use 
of  witchcraft,  that  sold  nations  through  her  fornications, 
and  families  through  her  witchcrafts. 

5  Behold  I  come  against  thee,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts ; 
cand  I  will  discover  thv  shame  to  thy  face,  and  will  show 
thy  nakedness  to  the  nations,  and  thy  shame  to  kingdoms. 

6  And  I  will  cast  abominations  upon  thee,  and  will 
disgrace  thee,  and  will  make  an  example  of  thee. 

7  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  one  that  shall 
see  thee,  shall  flee  from  thee,  and  shall  say :  Ninive  is 
laid  waste  :  who  shall  bemoan  thee  ?  whence  shall  I  seek 
a  comforter  for  thee  ? 

8  Art  thou  better  than  the  populous  Alexandria,  that 
dwelleth  among  the  rivers?  waters  are  round  about  it: 
the  sea  is  its  riches  :  the  waters  are  its  vails. 

9  Ethiopia  and  Egypt  were  the  strength  thereof,  and 
there  is  no  end  :  Africa  and  the  Libyans  were  thy  helpers. 

10  Yet  she  also  was  removed  and  carried  into  captivity  : 

»  Mic.  Tli.  11. 

Ver.  13.  CharioU.  Sept.  "multitude."  Some  wild  beasts  were  thus  suf- 
focated la  their  dens.  Theod.— More,  like  that  of  the  impious  Rabsaccs.  -4  Kings 
rriii.  17.  C. 

CHAP.  III.  Ver.  1.  Blood.  Xemrod  established  his  power  by  shedding 
blood.  Gen.  x.  Ninus,  who  built  Xinive,  and  his  successors  were  also  bloody. 
After  1200  years  the  empire  decayed  under  Surdunapalus,  as  historians  agree. 
Yet  it  continued  longer,  according  to  the  Scriptures  and  Ribera,  till  the  Chaldees 
3estroved  it,  when  it  had  subsisted  about  1440  years. — Depart.  Sept.  "be 
touched."  H. 

Ver.  2.  The  noise.  He  has  described  the  force*  of  Ninive,  now  he  specifies 
.hose  of  Oyaxares  and  Nabopolassar. 

Ver.  4.  Harlot.  X'inive  is  cruel  andimpure,  engaging  others  in  idolatry  and 
witchcraft.  C. — Sold,  forcing  them  to  adopt  her  manners.  Rom.  Tii.  14. 

Ver.  7.  Bemoan.  Lit.  11  shake  his  head:"  the  latter  words  are  not  in 
A$b.  H. 

Ver.  8.  Populous  Alexandria.  yo-Ammon.  A  populous  city  of  Egypt, 
kstroyed  by  the  Chaldeans,  and  afterwards  rebuilt  by  Alexander,  and  called  Alex- 


her  young  children  were  dashed  in  pieces  at  the  top  of 
every  street,  and  they  cast  lots  upon  her  nobles,  and  all 
her  great  men  were  bound  in  fetters. 

1 1  Therefore  thou  also  shalt  be  made  drunk,  and  shah 
be  despised  :  and  thou  shalt  seek  help  from  the  enemy. 

12  All  thy  strong  holds  shall  be  like  fig-trees  with  their 
green  figs :  if  they  be  shaken,  they  shall  fall  into  the 
mouth  of  the  cater. 

13  Behold  thy  people  in  the  midst  of  thee  are  women  : 
the  gates  of  thy  land  shall  be  set  wide  open  to  thy  ene- 
mies, the  fire  shall  devour  thy  bars. 

14  Draw  thee  water  for  the  siege,  build  up  thy  bul- 
warks :  go  into  the  clay,  and  tread,  work  it  and  make 
brick. 

15  There  .shall  the  fire  devour  thee :  thou  shalt  perish 
by  the  sword,  it  shall  devour  thee  like  the  bruchus :  as- 
semble together  like  the  bruchus,  make  thyself  many  like 
the  locust. 

16  Thou  hast  multiplied  thy  merchandises  above  the 
stars  of  heaven  ;  the  bruchus  hath  spread  himself  and  flew 
away. 

17  Thy  guards  are  like  the  locusts  :  and  thy  little  ones 
like  the  locusts  of  locusts  which  swarm  on  the  hedges  in 
the  day  of  cold :  the  sun  arose,  and  they  flew  away,  and 
their  place  was  not  known  where  they  were. 

18  Thy  shepherds  have  slumbered,  0  king  of  Assyria, 
thy  princes  shall  be  buried :  thy  people  are  hid  in  the 
mountains,  and  there  is  none  to  gather  them  together. 

19  Thy  destruction  is  not  hidden,  thy  wound  is  griev- 
ous :  all  that  have  heard  the  fame  of  thee,  have  clapped 
their  hands  over  thee :  for  upon  whom  hath  not  thy  wick- 
edness passed  continually  ? 

>  Esec.  ixIt.  9;  Hrt.  U.  12.— •  Its.  xlvii.  3. 


andria.  Others  suppose  yo-Ammon  to  be  the  same  as  Diospolis.  Ch. — This 
seems  preferable,  as  it  was  amid>t  waters  and  near  the  Mediterranean. — S.  Jerom 
thinks  that  Alexandria  stood  on  the  ruins  of  Xo.  W.— Yet  of  this  we  have  no  proof. 
It  is  thought  that  Nahum  alludes  to  the  devastation  caused  by  Xabuchodonosor. 
As  Juda  however  was  still  in  his  kingdom,  it  seems  rather  that  Assaraddon,  (Isa. 
xx.,)  or  his  predecessor,  Sennacherib,  (C.)  laid  waste  this  city.  4  Kings  rviii.  21. 
Usher,  A.  3-29*2. 

Veil.  0.    Ethiopia;  Chus,  in  Arabia,  not  far  from  Diospolis. 

Ver.  10.  Captivity.  It  was  afterwards  re-established  and  taken  by  .Nabu- 
chodonosor.  C — Fetters,  or  stocks.  H. 

Ver.  11.    Drunk,  ar.d  be  chastised  by  God.  Exec,  xxiii.  32.—  From,  toescapt 

Ver.  15.  Lociut.  Yet  all  will  be  in  rain.  Thy  numbers  will  be  cut  oil's* 
easily  aa  locusts, 

Ver.  16.    Aieny.    Thus  did  the  merchants,  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Ver.  17.    Guards.    Heb.  "crowned"  princes. — Little.    Heb.  "satraps  aw 
like  great  locusts,  which,"  tec — Of  locusts.    The  young  locusts.  Ch. 
Ver.  19.    Hidden.    Heb.  and  Sept  "  irremediable."  H. 


THE 


PROPHECY  OF  II ABAC UC. 


Habswcc  was  a  native  of  Bezocher,  and  prophesied  In  Juda  some  time  before  the  inrasion  of  the  Chaldeans,  which  he  foretold.  He  lived  to  see  this  prophecy  fulfilled 
and  for  many  years  after,  according  to  the  general  opinion,  which  supposes  him  to  be  the  same  that  was  brought  by  the  angel  to  Daniel,  in  Babylon.  Dan.  svi.  Co. 
— He  might  very  well  live  to  see  the  captives  return,  as  only  sixty-six  years  elapsed  from  the  first  of  Joakiin,  when  he  began  to  prophesy,  till  that  event   He  retired 
at  the  approach  of  the  Chaldees,  and  afterwards  employed  himself  in  agricultural  pursuits.  C. — The  sins  of  Juda,  the  coming  of  the  Chaldees,  and  the  relaxation  a# 
the  captivity  an  specified    ind  u.  the  canticle,  the  appearance  of  Christ,  the  last  judgment  and  eternitv,  ( W.)  are  mentioned  in  the  most  sublime  style.  H. 
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Chap.  I. 

CHAPTER  I. 

V*c  prrphet  complains  of  the  icickedness  of  the  people ;  God  reveals  to  him 
(he  vengeance  he  is  going  tu  take  of  them  by  the  Chaldeans. 

THE  burden  "that  Habacuc,  the  prophet,  saw. 
2  Plow  long,  0  Lord,  shall  I  cry,  and  thou  wilt 
noi  hear?  shall  I  cry  out  to  thee,  suffering  violence,  and 

thou  wilt  not  save  ? 

3  Why  hast  thou  shown  me  iniquity  and  grievance,  to 
see  rapine  and  injustice  before  me?  and  there  is  a  judg- 
ment, but  opposition  is  more  powerful. 

4  Therefore  the  law  is  torn  in  pieces,  and  judgment 
cometh  not  to  the  end:  because  the  wicked  prevaileth 
against  the  just,  therefore  wrong  judgment  goeth  forth. 

5  ''Behold  ye  among  the  nations,  and  see  :  wonder,  and 
be  astonished :  for  a  work  is  done  in  your  days,  which 
no  man  will  believe  when  it  shall  be  told. 

6  For  behold,  I  will  raise  up  the  Chaldeans.,  a  bitter 
and  swift  nation,  marching  upon  the  breadth  of  the  earth, 
to  possess  the  dwelling  places  that  are  not  their  own. 

7  They  are  dreadful  and  terrible  :  from  themselves 
shall  their  judgment,  and  their  burden  proceed. 

8  Their  horses  are  lighter  than  leopards,  and  swifter 
than  evening  wolves :  and  their  horsemen  shall  be  spread 
abroad :  for  their  horsemen  shall  come  from  afar,  they 
shall  fly  as  an  eagle  that  maketh  haste  to  eat. 

9  They  shall  all  come  to  the  prey,  their  face  is  like  a 
burning  wind  :  and  they  shall  gather  together  captives  as 
the  sand. 

10  And  their  prince  shall  triumph  over  kings,  and 
princes  shall  be  his  laughing-stock  :  and  he  shall  laugh  at 
every  strong  hold,  and  shall  cast  up  a  mount,  and  shall 
take  it. 

1 1  Then  shall  his  spirit  be  changed,  and  he  shall  pass, 
and  fall  :  this  is  his  strength  of  his  god. 

12  Wast  thou  not  from  the  beginning,  O  Lord,  my 
God,  my  Holy  One,  and  we  shall  not  die  ?  Lord,  thou  hast 

»  A.  M.  clrciier  3404,  A.  C.  600.—*  Acts  xBL  34. 

CHAP.  I.  Ver.  1.  Burden.  Such  piophecies  more  eaperiaUy  are  called 
burden*,  as  threaten  grievous  evils  and  punishments.  Ch. 

Ver.  2.  Save.  Some  think  that  he  expresses  the  sentiments  of  the  weak,  like 
David,  ( Psal.  lxxii.  2,)  or  what  he  had  formerly  entertained.  C. 

Ver.  b.  Among.  Sept.  ye  dgspitars,  S.  Paul  nearly  agrees  with  this  version. 
Act*  xlii.  41.  The  copies  vary,  as  the  Hob.  has  done.  C. — The  apostle  gives  the 
mystical  sense;  the  literal  is  very  obscure.  W. — God  answers  the  prophet's  com- 
plaints, and  shows  that  the  Chaldeans  sluill  punish  the  guilty,  and  afterwords  bo 

themselves  chastised. 

Ver.  6.  Chaldeans.  Nabuchodonosor  was  the  first  of  this  nation  who  attacked 
Jtakiui,  and  having  conquered  all  as  fur  as  the  Xile,  returned  to  succeed  >'abo- 
polassar.  He  afterwards  came  upon  Jechonias  and  Sedecias,  Uc.  C. — Bitter; 
warlike,  as  all  the  Gr.  historians  remark.  S.  Jer. 

Vnu.  7.    Proceed.    They  admit  no  authority  but  their  own.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Leopards:  rheswiftest quadrupeds.  C — Sicifter.  Heb.  " sharper  " 
[HO  hi  seeing,  even  when  there  is  no  moon.  Elian,  x.  26— Evening.  Sept. 
*' Arabian."  H. 

Ver.  9.  Burning.  Heb.  also,  "eastern,"  which  is  hot,  and  raises  the  sand 
if  Arabia  so  us  to  be  verv  detrimental.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Prince,  or  11  it,"  the  nation.  Ver.  10.  Heb.  "  They,"  Sec— Laugh- 
ing-ftock  (ridicule).  Nubuchodonosor  raised  or  deposed  princes  as  in  jest.  H. — 
Sennacherib's  officer*  were  or  had  been  kings.  Isa.  x.  8. — Mount.  Thus  cities 
were  chief! v  taken.  Ezec.  iv.  1.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Spirit ;  viz.  the  spirit  of  th.j  king  of  Babylon.  It  alludes  to  the 
judi;mP't  of  God  upon  Nubuchodonosor,  recorded  Dan.  iv.,  and  to  the  speedy  fall 
of  the  Chaldean  empire.  Oh.— Fall.  Heb.  "sin."  Sept.  "obtain  pardon."— 
God;  "  idol."  Chal.  H  This  is  the  strength  of  my  God."  Sept.  God  forced  the 
proud  king  to  confess  that  his  great  exploits  were  not  to  be  attributed  to  himself 
7T  to  idols.  H 

Ver.  13.    Look,  with  approbation  (C.)  or  connivance. 

Vkr.  1  L  Ruler,  People  are  subdued  by  .Nabuchodonosor.  11. — They  make 
Irtiv  neis-ance.  C 


Chap.  II 

appointed  him  for  judgment :  and  made  him  strong  fo; 

correction. 

13  Thy  eyes*  nre  too  pure  to  behold  evil,  and  thou 
canst  not  look  on  iniquity.  Why  lookest  thou  upon  them 
that  do  unjust  things,  and  boldest  thy  peace  when  the 
wicked  devoureth  the  man  that  is  more  just  than  himself? 

14  And  thou  wilt  make  men  as  the  fishes  of  the  sea, 
and  as  the  creeping  things  that  have  no  ruler. 

15  He  lifted  up  all  them  with  his  hook,  he  drew  them 
in  his  drag,  and  gathered  them  into  his  net :  for  this  he 
will  be  glad  and  rejoice. 

16  Therefore  will  he  offer  victims  to  his  drag,  and  he 
will  sacrifice  to  his  net:  because  through  them  his  portion 
is  made  fat,  and  his  meat  dainty. 

17  For  this  cause,  therefore,  he  sprcadeth  his  net,  an  J 
will  not  spare  continually  to  slay  the  nations. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  prophet  is  admonished  to  icaii  with  faith     The  enemies  of  God*  people 

shall  assuredly  be  punished. 

I WILL  stand  upon  my  watch,  and  fix  my  foot  upori 
the  tower :  and  1  will  watch,  to  see  what  will  be  said 
to  me,  and  what  I  may  answer  to  him  that  reproveth  me. 

2  And  the  Lord  answered  me,  and  said  ;  Write  the 
vision,  and  make  it  plain  upon  tables ;  that  he  that  readeth 
it  may  run  over  it. 

3  For  as  yet  the  vision  is  far  off,  and  it  shall  appear  at 
the  end,  and* shall  not  lie:  if  it  make  any  delay,  wait  foi 
it :  for  it  shall  surely  come,  and  it  shall  not  be  slack. 

4  Behold,  he  that  is  unbelieving,  his  soul  shall  not  r>.» 
right  in  himself:  -but  the  just  shall  live  in  his  faith. 

5  And  as  wine  deceiveth  him  that  drinketh  it :  so  shall 
the  proud  man  be,  and  he  shall  not  be  honoured  :  who 
hath  enlarged  his  desire  like  hell :  and  is  himself  like 
death,  and  he  is  never  satisfied :  but  will  gather  together 
unto  him  all  nations,  and  heap  together  unto  him  all  people. 

6  Shall  not  all  these  take  up  a  parable  against  him 

«  John  iiL  3fl  ;  Rom.  1.  17;  Gal.  iii.  U  \  Heb.  x.  33. 

Ver.  17.    Nations,  of  every  country.  W.— Few  have  been  bo  much  addictei 
to  war  as  Nabuchodonosor.  C. 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  1.    WW  stand,  &c.    Waiting  to  see  what  the  Lord  wil 
answer  to  my  complaint,  viz.  that  the  Chaldeans,  who  arc  worse  than  the  .lews 
and  who  attribute  all  their  success  to  their  own  strength,  or  to  their  idols,  should 
nevertheless  prevail  over  the  people  of  tho  Lord.    The  Lord's  answer  is,  that  the 
prophet  must  wait  with  patience  and  faith ;  that  all  should  be  set  right  in  due  time . 
and  the  enemies  of  God  and  his  people  punished  according  to  their  deserts.  Ch.— 
The  prophet  speaks,  waiting  for  a  further  revelation.  [W.)  not  seeing  before  th? 
reasons  of  Providence  in  permitting  the  wicked  to  prosper.  H.  Psal.  lxxii.  17— 
He  is  informed  that  the  kings  of  Babylon,  (ver.  o,  8.)  Juda.  (ver.  11,)  Tyre,  (ver 
14,)  and  Egypt,  (ver.  18,1  and  all  who  trust  in  idols,  shall  sutTer.  Ver.  19.  Here 
upon  the  judgments  of  God  are  pronounced  just.  C. 

Ver.  2.    Over  it.    It  shall  be  so  legible  (H.)  any  one  may  hear  or  take  h 
eopy.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Shell.  That  which  happens  at  the  time  fixed  li  not.  W.— Heb.  "th 
vision  is  for  an  appointed  time."  The  felicity  of  the  Jews  is  the  last  evcnt  whici 
the  prophet  specifies,  and  this  is  here  the  literal  sens*..  S.  Cyv.  C. 

Ver.  4.  Unbelieving.  Prot.  "  lifted  up."  H. — The  king's  vain  projectssha) 
fail.  Sept.  Rom.  11  If  he  withdraw  himself,  my  soul  shall  not  have  pleasure  ii 
him.  B«.t  my  just  man  shall  live  by  my  faith."  Others  read  with  S.  Paul  "my 
just  man  shall  live  by  faith."  Heb.  z.  38.  C— The  source  of  conteut  arises  f-ou 
faith,  (without  which  this  life  would  be  a  sort  of  death,  as  the  apostle  and  S.  Aug 
Trin.  xiv.  12,  Sec.  observe,)  because  it  is  the  beginning  of  life  by  grace,  which  t* 
works  of  the  law  could  not  otherwise  confer.  Gal.  iii.  W. 

Ver.  5.  As  trine  deceiveth,  fee,,  viz.  by  affording  only  a  short  passing  plea 
sure,  followed  by  the  evils  and  disgrace  that  ure  the  usual  consequences  of  drunk- 
enness :  so  shall  it  be  with  the  proud  enemies  of  the  peu[»le  of  God,  whose  sucon- 
affordeth  them  Only  a. momentary  pleasure,  followed  by  innumerable  and  ever 
lasting  evils.  Ch.— Heb.  "  But  as  the  proud  man  prnvaricates  in  wine,  he  shall  n» 
>ucceed."—  Bell:  He  is  invariable.  Prov.  xxx.  !fi.  C. 

Ver.  0.    Parable.    Ufc.  "  marvel."  or  wonderful  speech  :  parabo?am.—D*r* 
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Chap.  III. 


md  a  dark  speech  concerning  him :  and  it  shall  be  said : 
Woe  to  him  that  heapeth  together  that  which  is  not  his 
»wn?  how  long;  also  doth  he  load  himself  with  thick  clay? 

7  Shall  they  not  rise  up  suddenly  that  shall  bite  thee: 
md  they  be  stirred  up  that  shall  tear  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
be  \  spoil  to  them? 

&  Because  thou  hast  spoiled  many  nations,  all  that  shall 
be  i  ft  of  the  people  shall  spoil  thee :  because  of  men's 
blood,  and  for  the  iniquity  of  the  land,  of  the  city,  and  of 
a!!  t!;at  dwell  therein. 

9  Woe  to  him  that  gathereth  together  an  evil  covetous- 
aess  to  his  house,  that  his  nest  may  be  on  high,  and  think- 
ftth  he  may  be  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  evil. 

10  Thou  hast  devised  confusion  to  thy  house,  thou  hast 
cut  oft'  many  people,  and  thy  soul  hath  sinned. 

U  For  the  stone  shall  cry  out  of  the  wall:  and  the 
timber  that  is  between  the  joints  of  the  building,  shall 
answer. 

12  'Woe  to  him  that  buildeth  a  town  with  blood,  and 
prepareth  a  city  by  iniquity. 

13  Are  not  these  things  from  the  Lord  of  hosts?  for 
the  people  shall  labour  in  a  great  fire:  and  the  nations  in 
vain,  and  they  shall  faint. 

14  For  the  earth  shall  be  filled,  that  men  may  know 
'be  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  waters  covering  the  sea. 

io  Woe  to  him  that  giveth  drink  to  his  friend,  and 
presented!  his  gall,  and  maketh  him  drunk,  that  he  may 
behold  his  nakedness. 

16  Thou  art  filled  with  shame  instead  of  glory:  drink 
thou  also,  and  fall  fast  asleep:  the  cup  of  the  right  hand 
}f  the  Lord  shall  compass  thee,  and  shameful  vomiting 
shall  be  on  thy  glory. 

»  Etec.  xxIt.  9;  Kaa.  UL  1. 


rVot.  "a  taunting  proverb"  (H.) ;  when  Nabuchodonusor  became  like  a  beast, 
*nd  bis  empire  was  soon  after  divided.  C. — Clay.  Ill-gotten  goods,  that  like  mire 
both  burden  aud  defile  the  soul.  Ch.— Gold  and  lilver  are  only  a  sort  of  earth. 
Job  x.xvi.  lfi  ;  Zac.  ix.  2. 

V  tx.  7.    Bite,  like  worms  in  the  grave.   Cyrus  will  overturn  the  kimnlom.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Bloo.L  For  cruelty,  avarice,  ice.,  the  Chaldees  6hall  be  ruined.  W. 
-  City,  different  from  that  land  of  the  Arabs,  who  dwell  under  tents. 

Ver.  9.  Woe.  This  is  commonly  understood  of  Xabuchodonosor ;  but  it 
t«ms  rather  to  designate  Joakim,  (Jcr.  xxii.  13,)  whose  injustice  scandalized  the 
prophet.  C. 

Ver.  10.  House.  Thinking  to  establish  thy  family  for  ever,  thou  hast  proved 
is  ruin  by  avarice.  Sec.  W. — This  is  applied  to  Xabuchodonosor,  but  may  be  as 
Tell  explained  of  Joakim,  who  oppress©!  his  people,  and  was  cast  out  like  an 

U'9.  C. 

Vkr.  II.  Timber,  neb.  nCOpis  (Sept.  the  insect  Kav6apoc.)  from  the  wood 
fi.eil  answer."  H. 

Ver.  1-2.  Woe.  This  might  bo  explained  of  Nabuchodonosor ;  but  we  rather 
understand  the  king  of  Tyre,  whose  pride  was  intolerable.  Ezee.  xxviii.  C. 

Vb >.  13.  Things,  &c.  That  is,  shall  not  these  punishmenrs  that  are  here  re- 
corded come  from  the  Lord  upon  him  that  is  guilty  of  such  crmca  (Ch.)  ?  or,  arc 
not  these  riches  faun  the  Lord  ?  The  king  of  Tyre  thought  hiui»!f  a  god.  Ezcc. 
xxvilL  *J.  C— People,  enemies  of  God's  people."  Ch. 

Vrr.  14.  Sea.  The  land  liiid  naval  forces  attacked  Tyre.  C— Vast  multitudt-s 
■.time  against  Habylon.  M. 

V'kk.  15.  Woe.  All  this  may  refer  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  who  deceived  Joa- 
kha,  Sededas,  Ace  C.— Sept.  "O,  be  who  giveth  drink  to  his  neighbour,  a  cruel 
overthrow,  and  who  maketh,"  Ac. — Nakedness.  Sept.  °  caverns;  "  deluding  him, 
*n  that  his  places  of  retreat  becomo  useless.  H . 

Vrr.  16.    Glory.    Egypt  shall  suffer  at  last.  Isa.  xix.  14  ;  Jer.  xliii.,  Set.  C. 

Vkr.  17.  Ubtinns.  That  is.  the  iniquity  committed  by  the  Chaldeans  against 
the  temple  of  God,  signified  hero  by  the  name  of  Libanus,  Ch. —  Egypt  had  per- 
suaded thi  governor  of  Celosyria  and  the  Jews  to  revolt,  and  then  abandoned  them. 
—Beasts,  which  were  adored  in  Egypt.  Those  who  explain  ull  of  the  Chahiees 
it*  much  perplexed,  understanding  the  army  of  Cyrus,  or  the  oppressed  nations, 
Qt  subjects  to  be  meant.  C.—And  of.    lleb'  "  land  of  the  city,"  as  ver.  8. 

Vrr.    18.    Thing.     Prot.  falsely,  "Imago."  H  This  "is  addressed  to  all 

idolater*. 

Vbr.  20.  Temple.  lleb.  "palace,"  or  heaven.  Houuo  is  generally  put  for 
UBa  temple. — Silence,  out  of  respect,  tec. 


17  For  the  iniquity  of  Libanus  shall  cover  thee,  aDd 
the  ravaging  of  beasts  shall  terrify  them,  because  of  the 
blood  of  men,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  land,  and  of  the 
city,  and  of  all  that  dwell  therein. 

18  What  doth  the  graven  thing  avail,  because  the 
maker  thereof  hath  graven  it,  a  molten,  and  a  false  im 
because  the  forger  thereof  hath  trusted  in  a  thinsr  of 
own  forging,  to  make  dumb  idols. 

19  Woe  to  him  that  saith  to  wood:  Awake:  io  the 
dumb  stone:  Arise:  can  it  teach?  Behold,  it  is  laid  over 
with  gold,  and  silver :  and  there  is  no  spirit  in  the  bowels 
thereof. 

"20  "But  the  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple:  let  all  the 
earth  keep  silence  before  him. 

CHAP.  III. 

1   A   PRAYER  OF  HABACUC,  THE   PROPHET.  FOR 

IGNORANCES. 

2  /~\  LORD,  I  have  heard  thy  hearing,  and  was  afraid. 

\J  0  Lord,  thy  work,  in  t.'.e  midst  of  the  yrgrs 
bring  it  to  life  : 

In  the  midst  of  the  years  thou  shalt  make  it  known : 
when  thou  art  angry,  thou  wilt  remember  mercy. 

3  God  will  come  from  the  south,  and  the  Holv  One 
from  Mount  Pharan : 

His  glory  covered  the  heavens,  and  the  earth  is  full  of 

his  praise.         -  r 

4  His  brightness  shall  be  as  the  light :  horns  are  in  hia 
hands ; 

There  is  his  strength  hid :  5  Death  shall  go  before  his  fat  e 
And  the  devil  shall  go  forth  before  his  feet. 
6  lie  stood  and  measured  the  earth. 


b  FML  x.  5. 


LfiAP.  III.  Ver.  1.  For  ignorances.  That  is,  for  the  sins  of  his  people.  In 
the  Hebrew  it  is  sigionoth :  which  some  take  to  signify  a  musical  instrument,  or 

tunc,  with  which  this  sublime  prayer  and  canticle  wa.  to  be  sung.  Ch  The  terra 

is  omitted  in  several  Latin  MSS.  The  precise  import  cannot  bo  ascertained ;  yet 
it  seems  to  imply  a  song  of  comfort.  G— Sept.  "  ftith  a  canticle."  H. — The  pro- 
phet prays  to  be  freed  from  sin.  and  foretells  the  coming  of  Chiist,  kc.  W. — The 
Fathers  apply  this  canticle  to  Him,  as  the  Church  herself  docs  in  her  office.  We 
cannot  go  astray,  following  such  guides. 

Vkr.  2.  Thy  hearing,  &e.  That  is,  thy  oracles,  the  great  and  wonderful 
things  thou  host  revealed  to  me  :  and  I  was  struck  with  a  reverential  fear  and  awe. 
Ch. — J  saw  that  the  unjust  would  not  escape.  C. —  Work.  The  ureal  work  of  the 
redemption  of  man.  which  thou  wilt  bring  to  life  and  light  in  the  moist  of  the 
years,  when  our  calamities  and  miseries  shall  he  at  their  height.  Ch.— Years,  at 
the  time  appointed.  W. — Sept.  read.  "Lord,  I  considered  "thy  works,  and  was 
astonished;  in  the  midst  of  two  living  creatures,  or  lives,  thou  shalt  be  known." 
{ H.  i  or  found,  between  an  ox  and  an  ass.  as  the  Church  lias  it.  Nat.  and  Cir- 
cumc  W. — The  prophet  begs  that  God  would  porform  his  ancient  miracles  in  hit 
days.  (C )  by  relieving  the  captives,  as  he  had  formerly  delivered  their  ancestors. 
H. — Make.  Heb.  and  Sept.  "when  the  years  approach,  thou  shaft  bo  made  known; 
win  u  the  time  shall  come,  thou  shall  be  manifested  ;  when  my  soul  shall  be 
troubled,  in  wrath  thou."  Sec  H 

Vkr.  3.  South.  God  himself  will  come  to  give  us  his  law,  and  to  conduct  u* 
into  the  true  land  of  promise:  as  heretofore  he  came  from  the  south,  (in  the  Heb. 
Tin-man.)  and  from  Mount  1'haran.  to  give  Ids  law  to  his  people  iii  the  desert 
See  I  >eut.  xxxiii.  2.  Ch. 

Ver.  -4.  Horns,  ic.  That  is,  strength  and  power,  which  by  a  Heb.  phra* 
are  called  horns:  or  beams  of  light,  which  come  forth  n-om  his  hands :  or  it  may 
allude  to  the  cross,  in  the  horns  of  which  the  hands  of  Christ  were  fastened,  where 
his  strength  was  hidden,  by  which  he  overcame  the  world,  and  drove  out  death 
and  the  devil.  Ch.— Horns  may  also  designate  the  nails,  the  prims  of  which  re- 
mained in  our  Saviour's  hands  after  his  glorious  resurrection.  H. 

Ver.  5.  Death*  ice.  Both  death  and  the  devil  shall  be  the  executioners  of  h> 
justice  against  his  enemies;  ns  they  were  heretofore  against  the  i.jyptfana  ano 
Chanaanitcs.  Ch. — Heb.  dohor,  (H.)  according  to  the  different  pronunciation,  h 
rendered  "the  word"  by  the  Sept.  and  The©.;  "the  plague,"  by  Aquilu.  &c 
Alter  Christ  was  baptized,  the  devil  came  to  tempt  Mm.  S.  Jcr.— Devil.  Heb. 
rcssop,  (II.)  or  "bird,"  (Sym.,  Sec.,)  means  "creeping  on  thr  belly,"  as  te  a 
plained  by  the  Jews  of  the  devil,  who  templed  our  first  parent?  S.  Jer.— Ma-teens 
(H.)  follow  the  Choi.,  and  understand  the  e.vbuncle.  C. 


Cha*  111.  HABACUC.  Chap.  ill. 


He  beheld,  and  melted  the  nations :  and  the  ancient 
mountains  were  crushed  to  pieces. 

The  hills  of  the  world  were  bowed  down  by  the 
journeys  of  his  eternity. 

7  I  saw  the  tents  of  Ethiopia  for  their  iniquity,  the 
2urtains  of  the  land  of  Madian  shall  be  troubled. 

8  Wast  thou  angry,  O  Lord,  with  the  rivers  ?  or  was 
thy  wrath  upon  the  rivers?  or  thy  indignation  in  the  sea? 

Who  wilt  ride  upon  thy  horses :  and  thy  chariots  are 
salvation. 

9  Thou  wilt  surely  take  up  thy  bow  :  according  to  the 
*>aths  which  thou  hast  spoken  to  the  tribes. 

Thou  wilt  divide  the  rivers  of  the  earth. 

10  The  mountains  saw  thee,  and  were  grieved:  the 
great  body  of  waters  passed  away. 

The  deep  put  forth  its  voice :  the  deep  lifted  up  its  hands. 

11  The;  sun  and  the  moon  stood  still  in  their  habitation, 
in  the  light  of  thy  arrows,  they  shall  go  in  the  brightness 
of  thy  glittering  spear. 

12  In  thy  anger  thou  wilt  tread  the  earth  under  foot: 
in  thy  wrath  thou  wilt  astonish  the  nations. 

13  Thou  wentest  forth  for  the  salvation  of  thy  people : 
for  salvation  with  thy  Christ. 

Vjsk.  6.  Measured.  Sept.  "the  earth  was  troubled,"  (C.)  nr  shaken.  H. — 
beheld.  One  look  of  bis  eye  is  enough  to  melt  all  tho  nation^  and  to  reduce 
thom  to  nothing.  For  all  Leaven  and  earth  disappear  when  they  come  before  his 
Hj-ht.  Apoc.  xx.  11.  Ch. — Mountains.  By  the  mountains  and  hills  are  signified 
the  great  ones  of  the  world,  that  persecute  the  Church,  whose  power  was  quickly 
crushed  by  the  Almighty.  Ch. 

Vsh.  7.  Ethiopia,  the  land  of  the  Blacks,  and  Madian,  are  here  taken  for 
she  enemies  of  (iod  and  his  ]<eop!e,  who  shall  perish  for  their  iniquity.  Ch.— Chua 
peopled  that  part  of  Arabia.  H. — Heb.  has  C'husan,  perhaps  to  rhyme  with  Madian ; 
though  some  think  that  Chusan  (defeated  by  Othoniel)  and  Madian  (over  whom 
Ctataon  gained  a  complete  victory)  are  designated.  Judg.  ii.  and  vi.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Wilh  the  rivers,  kc  He  alludes  to  the  wonders  wrought  heretofore 
by  the  Lord  in  favour  of  his  people  Israel,  when  the  waters  of  the  rivers,  viz.  of 
Xrnon  and  Joi-dan,  and  of  the  lied  Sea,  retired  before  their  face;  when  he  came 
is  it  were  with  his  horses  and  chariots  to  save  them ;  when  he  took  up  his  bow 
5w  their  defence,  in  consequence  of  the  oath  he  had  made  to  their  tribes ;  when 
the  mountains  trembled,  and  the  deep  stood  with  its  waves  raised  up  in  a  heap,  as 
lrlth  hands  lifted  up  to  heaven  ;  when  the  sun  and  moon  stood  still  at  his  com- 
mand, kc,  to  comply  with  his  anger,  not  against  trie  rivers  and  sea,  but  against  the 
<*nem'«s  of  his  people.  How  much  more  will  he  do  in  favour  of  his  Son,  and 
Bgtbalt  the  enemies  of  his  Church?  Ch. — Horses:  the  ark  of  the  covenant.  C. 

Vbr.  9.  Take.  Sept.  "bend  thy  bow  over  the  sceptres,  says  the  Lord, 
Diapealma,"  C— Rivers.  Sept.  "the  earth  shall  be  cut  by  rivers."  H. — Greek 
historians  mention  several  river*  which  have  appeared  or  ceased  to  flow  in  conse- 
quence of  earthquakes. 

Vbr.  10.  Grieved.  They  .teemed  full  of  surprise,  as  in  labour,  (Heb.,)  and 
the  abyss  Spat*  in  its  manner,  (C.)  obeying  thy  voice,  and  letting  the  Israelites 
pass-  H.  ?sal.  Isxiii.  15,  and  cxiii.  3;  .Num.  xxi.  13.  C— "  Earth,  sea,  and  rocks 
quake  at  d.e  sight  of  God.''  JSschyl.  i! — Sept.  are  obscure,  (C.)  "  Peoples  shall 
behold  th'-» .  and  grieve,  (or  be  in  labour  :  wcr.-ijaovoi  has  both  meanings.  S.  Jer.) 
Dividing  'ne  waters  of  the  passage,  the  abyss,"  «fcc 

Vbr.  13.  Christ.  This  may  well  he  explained  of  the  incarnation.  God  was 
touched  at  the  miseries  of  liis  j»eople,  an  1  rescued  them  by  Moses.  C. — Theodotion 
and  Symmachus,  "  Ebionite,  half  Christians,"  gi?e  a  Jewish  interpretation,  "  to 
•ave  thy  Christ."    Aquila,  Uiougl:  a  Jaw,  and  the  5th  edit,  agree  with  us ;  but  the 


Thou  struckest  the  head  of  the  house  of  the  wicked  : 
thou  hast  laid  bare  liis  foundation  even  to  the  neck. 

14  Thou  hast  cursed  his  sceptres,  the  head  of  his 
warriors,  them  that  caine  out  as  a  whirlwind  to  scatter  me. 

Their  joy  was  like  that  of  him  that  devoureth  the  poor 

man  in  secret 

15  Thou  madest  a  way  in  the  sea  for  thy  horses,  in  the 
mud  of  many  waters. 

16  I  have  heard,  and  my  bowels  were  troubled;  my 
lips  trembled  at  the  voice. 

Let  rottenness  enter  into  my  bones,  and  swarm  under  me. 
That  I  may  rest  in  the  day  of  tribulation :  that  I  may 
go  up  to  our  people  that  are  girded. 

17  For  the  fig-tree  shall  not  blossom  :  and  there  shall 
be  no  spring  in  the  vines.  The  labour  of  the  olive-tree 
shall  fail :  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no  food :  the  flock 
shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd 
in  the  stalls. 

18  But  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord :  and  I  will  joy  m 
God,  my  Jesus. 

19  The  Lord  God  is  my  strength:  and  he  will  make 
my  feet  like  the  feet  of  harts  :  and  he  the  conqueror  will 
lead  me  upon  my  high  places  singing  psalms. 

6th  edit,  best  explains  the  mystery,  "through  Jesus,  thy  Christ."  8.  Jer — Head, 
kc.  Such  was  Pharao  heretofore ;  such  shall  antichrist  be  hereafter.  Ch.— It  may 
also  be  understood  of  Sabnchodonosor  and  of  all  persecutors.  H.  W. — AVcA,  or 
root.    Pharao's  eldest  sot.  perished.  Exod.  xiv.  17.  0. 

Ver.  14.  Sceptres.  The  nobles  were  drowned  (H.)  with  their  king,  (C.) 
when  they  expected  an  easy  prey.  Exod.  xiii.  9.  H. 

Ver.  15.  Sea,  kc,  to  deliver  thy  people  from  the  Egyptian  bondage;  and  thoa 
shalt  work  the  like  wonders,  in  the  spiritual  way,  to  rescue  the  children  of  thy 
Church  from  their  enemies.  Ch.  . 

Vbr.  16.  J  have  heard,  kc,  via.  the  evils  that  arc  now  coming  upon  the 
Israelites  for  their  sins ;  and  that  shall  come  hereafter  upon  all  impenitent  sinners : 
and  the  foresight  that  I  have  of  these  miseries  makes  me  willing  to  dlo,  that  1  may 
be  at  rest,  before  this  general  tribulation  comes,  in  which  all  good  things  shall  be 
withdrawn  from  the  wicked.  Ch. — The  five  woes  denounced  chap.  ii.  make  the 
deepest  impression  upon  me.  H. — I  fear  lest  I  should  sin.  S.  Jer.— The  thought  of 
so  many  wonders  makes  me  speechless-  C. — Me.  Let  me  find  rest  in  the  grave, 
like  Job.  H. — I  trust  that  God  will  raise  me  up.  C.  H . — People,  kc.  That  I  may 
join  the  happy  company  in  tho  bosom  of  Abraham,  that  are  girded;  that  is.  pre- 
pared for  their  journey,  by  which  thoy  shall  attend  their  Lord,  when  he  shall 
ascend  into  heaven.  To  which  high  and  happy  place,  my  Jesus,  that  is,  my 
Saviour,  the  great  conqueror  of  death  and  hell,  shall  ono  day  conduct  me  rejoicing 
and  singing  psalms  of  praise.  Ver.  18  and  19.  Ch. —  Girded.  Heb.  "transmigra- 
tion or  desolation."  Habacuc  was  mercifully  allowed  by  Providaice  to  dwell  in 
Jnda.  when  almost  all  were  led  away.  He  was  transported  through  the  air  to  teed 
Daniel,  (xtv.  32,)  where  he  might  see  his  brethren,  as  he  here  insinuates,  having 
relied  on  God's  mercy.  Ver.  2.  C. 

Ver.  17.  Fail.  lit.  "lie,"  (H.)  or  frustrate  our  expectations.  C.—Fold. 
Sept  "  food." 

Vsb.  18-  Jesus.  Hob.  issai,  "my  (H.)  salvation."  C— Sept.  "saviour." 
Chal.  "  redeemer."  H. — Jesus  was  the  desire  of  all  nations,  and  ho  imparts  true 
joy  to  the  faithful.  .John  viii.  6G.  C. 

Ver.  19.  Places.  I  shall  escape  the  fury  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  sing  a  hymn 
of  thanksgiving.  C. — Sept.  11  He  will  order  my  feet  unto  perfection.  He  will 
establish  me  upon  the  heights,  to  gain  the  victory  in  his  canticle."  H. — I  shall  ex- 
change my  former  complaints  for  songs  of  praise,  and  be  crowned  by  Jesus.  S.  Jar. 


THE 


PROPHECY  OF  S0PH0NIAS. 


ioraowiAB,  wbose  name,  saith  S.  Jermn,  signifies  il  the  watchman  of  the  Lord,"  or  "  the  hidden  of  the  Lord."  prophesied  in  the  b**ginning  o/  the  reign  of  Jonas 
He  was  a  native  of  Sarabatha,  and  of  the  tribV  of  Simeon,  according  to  the  more  general  opinion.  He  prophesied  the  punishmonts  of  the  Jews,  for  their  idolatry  and 
other  crimes;  also  the  punishments  that  were  to  come  ou  divers  nations;  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  the  blindness  of  the  Jews,  and  then 
conversion  towards  the  end  of  the  world.  Ch.— Sophonlas  appeared  a  little  before  Jeremias,  Ezechiel,  Baruch,  and  Daniel,  foretelling  the  captivity  and  return  of  the 
two  tribes,  the  destruction  of  various  nations,  the  eoaversion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  of  the  Jews  also  towards  the  end  of  the  world.  W.— ilanv  tf  the  promises  rega-- 
only  the  Christian  Church.  C. 
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Chap.  J 


SOPHONIAS. 


Chap,  li 


CHAPTER  I. 

For  divers  enormous  sins,  the  kingdom  of  Juda  is  threatened  xrith  seven 

judgment. 

f  I  iHE  word  *of  the  Lord  that  came  to  Sophonias,  the 
JL  son  of  Chusi,  the  son  of  Godolias,  the  son  of  Ama- 
rias,  the  son  of  Ezecias,  in  the  days  of  Josias,  the  son  of 
Amon,  king  of  Juda. 

2  Gathering,  I  will  gather  together  all  things  from  off 
the  face  of  the  land,  saith  the  Lord : 

3  I  will  gather  man,  and  beast,  I  will  gather  the  birds 
of  the  air,  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea :  and  the  ungodly  shall 
meet  with  ruin :  and  I  will  destroy  men  from  off  the  face 
of  the  land,  saith  the  Lord. 

4  And  I  will  stretch  out  my  hand  upon  Juda,  and 
upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem ;  and  I  will  destroy 
out  of  his  place  the  remnant  of  Baal,  and  the  names  of  the 
wardens  of  the  temples,  with  the  priests  : 

5  And  them  that  worship  the  host  of  heaven  upon  the 
tops  of  houses,  and  them  that  adore,  and  swear  by  the 
Lord,  and  swear  by  Melchom. 

6  And  them  that  turn  away  from  following  after  the 
Lord,  and  that  have  not  sought  the  Lord,  nor  searched 
after  him. 

7  Be  silent  before  the  face  of  the  Lord  God  :  for  the 
day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  for  the  Lord  hath  prepared  a  vic- 
tim, he  hath  sanctified  his  guests. 

8  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  day  of  the  victim  of 
the  Lord,  that  I  will  visit  upon  the  princes,  and  upon  the 
kings  sons,  and  upon  all  such  as  are  clothed  with  strange 
apparel : 

9  And  I  will  visit  in  that  day  upon  every  one  that  en- 
tereth  arrogantly  over  the  threshold :  them  that  fill  the 
house  of  the  Lord  their  God  with  iniquity  and  deceit. 

10  And  there  shall  be  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord,  the 
noise  of  a  cry  from  the  fish-gate,  and  a  howling  from  the 
Second,  and  a  great  destruction  from  the  hills. 

1 1  Howl,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  Morter.    All  the  people 

»  A.  M.  cireit«r  34C4.  A.  C.  660  — i  Ami*  r.  U, 

CHAP.  I.  Ver.  2.  Gather,  ic  Thai  is,  I  will  assuredly  take  away  and 
wholly  consume,  either  by  c&yti  rfty  or  death,  both  men  and  beast*  out  of  this  land. 
Ch. — To  gather  commonly  implies  a  benefit,  but  the  sequel  shows  that  the  con- 
trary Is  here  meant.  W. — It  often  signifies  to  kill  or  bury.  Jer.  ntf.  2.  The  whole 
country  round  Judea  to  Babylon,  shall  become  a  sepulchre  for  men  and  beasts. 
Osee  iv.  3.  C. 

Vbr.  3.  Sea  :  the  waters  and  air  shall  be  pestilential.  H. — Meet.  Sept.  14  be 
week."  Heb.  "I  will  gather  (C.  Prot.  'consume'  H.)  scandals  (or  idols)  with 
the  wicked."  Sym. 

Ver.  4.    Baal.    Josias  had  not  yet  begun  his  reformation.  4  Kings  xxiii.  4.  i 
C. — At  least  he  had  not  brought  it  to  perfection,  though  from  his  infancy  he  had 
encouraged  religion.  H. —  Wardens  of  the  temples  of  the  idols.    JZdituos,  in 
Hebrew,  the  Chemarims,  that  is,  such  as  kindle  the  fires  or  bum  incense.  Ch. — 
Baal  was  the  sun.  H . 

Vbr.  5.  Houses.  The  roofs  were  flat.  Josias  afterward*  reformed  this  abuse. 
4  Kings  xxiii.  5.  C — It  continued  among  the  Arabs.  Strabo,  17. — Melchom.  The 
idol  of  the  Ammonites.  Ch. — Those  who  join  idols  with  God  do  not  worship  Him 
Indsed.  W. — Swearing  was  an  act  of  religion.  Matt.  v.  33.  God  will  not  allow  his 
elory  to  be  given  to  another.  Such  lame  worship  or  divided  hearts  he  reject*. 
3  Kings  xTiii.  21.  C. 

Vsia.  7.  Silent.  Heb.  es,  (H.)  an  interjection,  (S.  Jer.,)  like  our  hush.  H.— 
This  denotes  the  importance  of  what  he  is  going  to  say. — Guests.  The  blood  of 
the  wicked  is  niv  victim.  Jer.  xlvi.  10;  Ezec.  xxxix.  17.  C. 

_Vh*.  8.  Victim.  Heb.  "sacrifice," — Prince*.  After  the  death  of  Josias  all 
fell  to  ruin.  His  sons  were  deposed,  and  led  into  captivity  with  the  chief  nobility 
and  priests,  who  were  richly  adorned,  and  imitated  the  manners  of  idolaters,  or 
kept  the  garments  of  the  poor.  Exod.  xxii.  26;  Deut.  xxii.  5, 11,  ice.  C. 

Vbr.  9.    Entereth  the  temple,  as  if  to  show  themselves.  Amos  vi.  1.  Heb. 
'iumpeth  over,"  Sec,  denoting  the  Philistines.  Chah  1  Kings  v.  5.  C— Sept  "  I 
will  take  vengeance  on  all  openly  before  the  gates  in  that  day."  fH.)  on  all  who 
have  cast  themselves  ou*  of  ttw  Church.  S.  Jar.— Lord.    Heb.  "  of  their  masters 
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of  Chanaan  is  hush,  all  are  cut  off  that  were  wrapped  up 

in  silver.  •  .  ,  -c  ;.\  .-:     .  '  m- 

12  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  at  that  time,  that  I  will 
search  Jerusalem  with  lamps,  and  will  visit  upon  the  men 
that  are  settled  on  their  lees :  that  say  in  their  hearts : 
The  Lord  will  not  do  good,  nor  wiil  he  do  evil. 

13  And  their  strength  shall  become  a  booty,  and  their 
houses  as  a  desert:  band  they  shall  build  houses,  and  shall 
nf't  dwell  in  them:  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards,  and 
shall  not  drink  the  wine  of  them. 

14  The  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  it  is  near  and 
exceeding  swift :  the  voice  of  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  bitter, 
the  mighty  man  shall  there  meet  with  tribulation. 

15  'That  day  is  a  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  tribulation 
and  distress,  a  day  of  calamity  and  misery,  a  day  of  dark- 
ness and  obscurity,  a  day  of  clouds  and  whirlwinds, 

16  A  day  of  the  trumpet  and  alarm  against  the  fenced 
cities,  and  against  the  high  bulwarks. 

17  And  I  will  distress  men,  and  they  shall  walk  like 
blind  men.  because  they  have  sinned  against  the  Lord : 
and  their  blood  shall  be  poured  out  as  earth,  and  their 
bodies  as  dung. 

18  "Neither  shall  their  silver  and  their  gold  be  able  to 
deliver  them  in  the  day  of  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  :  "all  the 
land  shall  be  devoured  by  the  fire  of  his  jealousy,  for  he 
shall  make  even  a  speedy  destruction  of  all  them  that 
dwell  in  the  Sand. 

CHAP.  IX 

An  exhortation  to  repentance.    The  judgment  of  Oie  Philistines,  of  the  Moah 
ties,  and  the  Ammonites;  of  the  Ethiopians,  and  the  Assyrians. 

ASSEMBLE  yourselves  together,  be  gathered  to- 
gether, O  nation  not  worthy  to  be  loved  : 

2  Before  the  decree  bring  forth  the  day  as  dust  passing 
away,  before  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  come  upon  you, 
before  the  day  of  the  Lord's  indignation  come  upon  you. 

3  Seek  the  Lord,  all  ye  meek  of  the  earth,  you  that  have 
wrought  his  judgment :  seek  the  just,  seek  the  meek :  if  by 

•  Jer.  xxx.  7;  Joel  h.  11 ;  Amos  v.  IS.—*  Ease,  vli.  19.— •  Infra.  Hi.  8. 


with,"  &c.  This  may  relate  to  the  Philistines,  fC.)  or  to  those  who  made  th* 
house  of  God  a  place  of  traffic,  (Matt.  xxi.  13,)  and  offered  victims  unjuatly  ac- 
quired. H. 

Ver.  10.  Gate,  looking  towards  Joppe.  S.  Jer.— The  news  of  the  defeat  or 
Mageddo  came  this  way,  or  the  cries  of  the  Philistines  were  heard.  C. — Second. 
A  part  of  the  city  so  called,  (Ch.)  built  by  Manassas  on  the  same  side  of  the  city. 
2  Par.  xxxiii.  14.  C. 

Ver.  11.  The  Morter  (Mnhtesh)  ;  a  valley  in  or  near  Jerusalem.  Ch.— All 
the  people  shall  suffer  in  the  city.  Sanct.  T. — Sept.  "  of  the  city  cut  in  pieces,  be- 
cause all  the  people  resembles  Chanaan."  H.— Chanaan.  So  he  calls  the  Jews, 
from  their  following  the  wicked  ways  of  the  Chanaanites.  Ch. 

Ver.  12.  Lamps,  with  the  utmost  diligence,  (Luke  xv.  8,)  so  that  none  shall 
escape  even  in  the  most  filthy  places.  C. — Lees.  That  is,  the  wealthy,  and  such 
as  live  at  their  ease,  resting  upon  their  riches,  like  wine  upon  the  lees.  Ch.— fftu'f, 
denying  Providence.  C. 

Ver.  13.    Strength.    Children  or  riches.  H. 

Ver.  14.  Near.  When  all  these  miseries  shall  overtake  the  wicked,  (W.) 
after  the  death  of  Josias.  4  Kings  xxi.  14.  C.—  The  mighty.  Sept.  "and  dread- 
ful, powerful  is  the  day  of,"  fee— Meet.    Prot.  «  cry  bitterly."  H. 

Ver.  17.  Blind.  Not  knowing  what  course  to  take.  Deut.  xxviii.  29:  Its, 
lix.  10.  C. 

Ver.  18.  Gold.  Ezec.  vii.  19.  Thus  the  Medes  despised  riches.  Isa.  xili.  17 
C — Jealousy.    God  regarded  the  synagogue  as  his  spouse.  M. 

CHAP.  II.  Vbr.  1.  Together,  in  love.  8.  Jer.— Hob.  "  gather  "  the  wood  ex 
chaff,  (C.)  your  wicked  deefk,  lest  they  prove  the  fuel  of  fire.  Chap.  i.  18.  H.— 
He  addresses  the  Jews  and  all  their  neighbours.  C. 

Veh.  2.    The  day.    Heb.  "  to-day."  C— Sept.  "beforeyou  become  esa 
ing  flower."    Prot.  "  before  the  day  pass  as  the  chaff."  H. 

Ver.  3.  Just.  Hob.  "justice."  C— Sept.  "  righteousness,  and  answer  the 
same."  H. — Scarcely  the  innocent  will  escape.  M  — The  prophet  does  no*  BT«ci£ 
the  crimes  of  the  Philistines,  as  Ezechiel  (xxr.  16  j  does.  C. 


Chap.  11. 


SOPHOMAS. 


Chap.  III. 


any  means  you  may  be  bid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  s  indig- 
nation. 

4  For  Gaza  shall  be  destroyed,  and  Escalon  shall  be  a 
desert,  they  shall  cast  out  Azotus  at  noon -day,  and  Accaron 
shall  be  rooted  up. 

5  Woe  to  you  that  inhabit  the  sea-coast,  O  nation  of 
reprobates :  the  word  of  the  Lord  upon  you,  O  Chanaan, 
the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  I  will  destroy  thee,  so  that 
there  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant. 

6  And  the  sea  coast  shall  be  the  resting-place  of  shep- 
herds, and  folds  for  cattle : 

7  And  it  shall  be  the  portion  of  him  that  shall  remain 
of  the  house  of  Juda,  there  they  shall  feed  :  in  the  houses 
of  Ascalon  they  shall  rest  in  the  evening  :  because  the  Lord 
their  God  will* visit  them,  and  bring  back  their  captivity. 

8  I  have  heard  the  reproach  of  Moab,  and  the  blas- 
phemies of  the  children  of  Amnion,  with  which  they  re- 
proached my  people,  and  have  magnified  themselves  upon 
their  borders. 

9  Therefore,  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God 
of  Israel,  Moab  shall  be  as  Sodom,  and  the  children  of 
Ammon  as  Gomorrha,  the  dryness  of  thorns,  and  heaps  of 
salt,  and  a  desert  even  for  ever :  the  remnant  of  my  people 
shall  make  a  spoil  of  them,  and  the  residue  of  my  nation 
shall  possess  them. 

10  This  shall  befall  them  for  their  pride;  because  they 
have  blasphemed,  and  have  been  magnified  against  the 
people  of  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

11  The  Lord  shall  be  terrible  upon  them,  and  shall 
consume  all  the  gods  of  the  earth ;  and  they  shall  adore 
him  every  man  from  his  own  place,  all  the  islands  of  the 
Gentiles. 

12  You  Ethiopians  also  shall  be  slain  with  my  sword. 

13  And  he  will  stretch  out  his  hand  upon  the  north, 
and  will  destroy  Assyria :  and  he  will  make  the  beautiful 
city  a  wilderness,  and  as  a  place  not  passable,  and  as  a 
desert. 

14  'And  flocks  shall  lie  down  in  the  midst  thereof,  all 
the  beasts  of  the  nations  :  and  the  bittern  and  the  urchin 


•  las.  IXllT.  n. 

Vbr.  4.  Shall  be,  or  "is."  The  prophets  often  represent  future  things  as 
put,  to  show  the  certainty  of  the  event.  The  destruction  of  other  cities  by  the 
Chaldeee,  gave  the  Jews  to* understand  what  they  had  to  expect,  as  all  tin  must  be 

punished  sooner  or  later.  W. 

Vbr.  5.  Coast.  Lit.  "line,"  (H.)  with  which  land  was  measured.  C— 
Reprobates.  Heb.  corthimt  (H.)  or  Cerethi,  §>f  whom  David's  guards  were 
formed.  C. — Sept.  "people  sprung  from  the  Cretans,"  whence  some  ( Theod.)  of 
the  Philistines  came,  perhaps  rather  than  from  Cyprus,  as  was  conjectured.  Gen. 
x.  14.— Chanaan.    So  the  Philistines  are  styled  contemptuously.    They  adored 

the  same  idols.  Wisd.  xii.  23. 

Vbr.  6.  Shepherds.  Merchants  shall  come  no  longer,  the  country  being 
subdued  by  Ptabuchodonoaor,  and  by  the  Machabees.  Ver.  7.  C— Alexander  ruined 
Oaza.  Curt.  4. 

Ver.  8.  Borders,  helping  the  Chaldeans.  This  brought  on  their  ruin.  8.  Jar. 
—They  were  always  disposed  to  seize  the  country. 

Vbr.  9.  Dryness,  Sept.  "  namascus  shall  be  abandoned  as  a  heap  on  the 
barn-floor,  and  disappearing  for  an  age."  H. — This  city  is  threatened  with  thereat. 
Jsa.  xvii.  1.  C.—Ever.    Sept.  refer  this  to  Damascus,  others  to  Ammon,  ice.  K. 

Ver.  11.  Own  place.  The  Jewish  religion  could  be  practised  only  at  Jeru- 
salem, so  that  this  Li  one  of  the  most  striking  predictions  of  the  conversion  of  the 
world.  The  Jews  in  vain  attempt  to  restrain  it  to  the  captives  returning.  See  S. 
Jot.  C 

Ver.  13.  The  beautiful  city.  Nlnlve,  which  was  destroyed  soon  after  this, 
ri2.  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Josias.  Ch.  A.  3378.— Heb.  "he  shall 

make  Ninive  desolate."  H. 

Ver.  14.  Bittern  and  the  urchin.  Heb.  hath  and  k&pod,  are  terms  to  us 
(H.)  unknown.  —  Threshold.  Heb.  "the pomegranates,"  supposed  to  be  an  orna- 
ment of  the  doors.-  I will.    Heb.  "he  has  uncovered  her  cedar,"  (C)  her  fins 


shall  lodge  in  the  threshold  thereof :  the  voice  of  the  sing- 
ing bird  in  the  window,  the  raven  on  the  upper  post,  lor  I 
will  consume  her  strength. 

15  This  is  the  glorious  city  that  dwelt  *n  security  :  that 
said  in  her  heart :  I  am,  and  there  is  none  beside  me :  how 
is  she  become  a  desert,  a  place  for  beasts  to  lie  down  in ! 
every  one  that  passeth  by  her  shall  hiss,  and  w*g  his  hand. 

CHAP.  III. 

A  woe  to  Jerusalem  for  her  sins.  A  prophecy  of  the  conversion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  of  the  poor  of  Israel:  God  shall  be  with  them.  The  Jews  shall 
be  converted  at  last. 

WOE  to  the  provoking  and  redeemed  city,  the  dove. 
2  She  hath  not  hearkened  to  the  voice,  neither 
hath  she  received  discipline :  she  hath  not  trusted  in  the 
Lord,  she  drew  not  near  to  her  God. 

3  bIler  princes  are  in  the  midst  of  her  as  roaring  lions  : 
her  judges  are  evening  wolves,  they  left  nothing  for  the 
morning. 

4  Her  prophets  are  senseless,  men  without  faith :  her 
priests  have  polluted  the  sanctuary,  they  have  acted  un- 
justly against  the  law. 

5  The  just  Lord  is  in  the  midst  thereof,  he  will  not  do 
iniquity :  in  the  morning,  in  the  morning  he  will  bring 
his  judgment  to  light,  and  it  shall  not  be  hid :  but  the 
wicked  man  hath  not  known  shame. 

6  I  have  destroyed  the  nations,  and  their  towers  are 
beaten  down  :  I  have  made  their  ways  desert,  so  that  there 
is  none  that  passeth  by  :  their  cities  are  desolate,  there  is 
not  a  man  remaining,  nor  any  inhabitant. 

7  I  said  :  Surely  thou  wilt  fear  me,  thou  wilt  receive 
correction :  and  her  dwelling  shall  not  perish,  for  all 
things  wherein  I  have  visited  her :  but  they  rose  early, 
and  corrupted  all  their  thoughts. 

8  Wherefore  expect  me,  saith  the  Lord,  in  the  day  of 
my  resurrection  that  is  to  come,  for  my  judgment  is  to 
assemble  the  Gentiles,  and  to  gather  the  kingdoms :  and 
to  pour  upon  them  my  indignation,  all  my  fierce  anger ; 
cfor  with  the  fire  of  my  jealousy  shall  all  the  earth  be  de- 
voured. 

»  Saw.  xxii.  17 ;  Mic.  ilL  11.— «  Supra,  i.  II. 

palaces  and  apartments.  Sept.  "  for  the  cedar  is  its  height  (or  pride) ;  this  is  the 
city  given  to  evils,  that,"  &c  H. 

Ver.  15.  Beside,  or  equal.  This  was  true.  Jonas  i.  2.  C— The  founder  in- 
tended that  no  city  should  ever  equal  it.  Diod.  9. 

CHAP.  III.  Ver.  1.  Dove.  Jerusalem  is  upbraided,  and  then  comforted. 
She  had  been  treated  like  a  spouse,  a  dove;  and  yet  proved  faithless.  C— Heb. 
11  Woe  to  the  famous,  and  defiled,  and  oppressing  city."  Sept.  agree  withus,  if 
we  only  exchange  famous  for  provoking.  H.— After  being:  redeemed  from  Egypt, 
the  Jews  ungratefully  follow  idols.  Oscevii.  11.  M. 

Ver.  2.  Lord.  She  had  recourse  rather  to  thy*  princes  of  Assyria  and  at 
Egypt,  which  proved  her  ruin. 

Ver.  3.  Evening.  Sept.  "Arabian."  Hab.  I.  8.  fiuch  was  the  state  of  the 
kingdom  before  the  reform  of  Josias.  C 

Ver.  5.  Morning.  Speedily  he  will  punish  the  guilty  before  all.— Shams, 
He  is  hardened.  C— Sept.  "and  not  injustice  for  victory."  Grabe  substitute* 
contention.    God  is  Just,  (H.)  even  when  he  takes  vengeance.  C 

Vbr.  G.  Towers.  Lit.  "angles,"  (H.)  the  chiefs,  or  to  the  very  last.  J«b 
xxxviii.  6;  Zac.  x.  4.  The  nations  have  been  punished  for  an  example.  But  je» 
do  not  take  warning.  C. 

Ver.  7.  But.  Sept  "be  prepared,  rise  early,  all  their  grapes  are  corrupt." 
H.— I  had  reason  to  expect  an  amendment,  when  so  many  nations  had  perished 
before  their  eyes  C. 

Van.  6.    Toconu.    Sept  "  ior  a  witness     H — About  forty  years  after  Christy 

resurrection,  the  Jews  for  the  most  part  continuing  obstinate,  Titus  ruined  their 
city ;  which  is  a  figure  of  the  world's  destruction,  and  of  the  eternal  punishment 
of  the  wicked.  W.— After  the  resurrection,  the  Church  was  to  be  gathered  from  all 
nations.  Christ  will  rise  again  at  the  last  day  to  judge  all  God  threatens  hto 
rebellious  people  with  captivity,  and  then  promisee  to  show  mercy.  Ver.  ». 


Chap.  III. 


SOPHONIA& 


Chap.  III. 


9  Because  then  I  will  restore  to  the  people  a  chosen 
lip,  that  all  may  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  may 
serve  him  with  one  shoulder. 

10  From  beyond  the  rivere  of  Ethiopia,  shall  my  sup- 
pliants, the  children  of  my  dispersed  people,  bring  me  an 
offering. 

1 1  Jn  that  day  thou  shalt  not  be  ashamed  for  all  thy 
doings,  wherein  thou  hast  transgressed  against  me :  for 
then  I  will  take  away  out  of  the  midst  of  thee  thy  proud 
boasters,  and  thou  shalt  no  more  be  lifted  up  because  of 
my  holy  mountain.  ^ 

12  And  I  will  leave  in  the  midst  of  thee  a  poor  and 
needy  people :  and  they  shall  hope  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

13  The  remnant  of  Israel  shall  not  do  iniquity,  nor 
speak  lies,  nor  shall  a  deceitful  tongue  be  found  in  their 
mouth :  for  they  shall  feed,  and  shall  lie  down,  and  there 
flhall  be  none  to  make  them  afraid. 

14  Give  praise,  O  daughter  of  Sion  :  shout,  0  Israel: 
be  glad,  and  rejoice  with  all  thy  heart,  0  daughter  of 
Jerusalem. 


Vhk.  9.  Chosen,  Sym.  "pure."  C— Idols  shall  not  be  mentioned.  Theod. 
— All  people  shall  know  and  adore  the  Lord,  which  was  verified  only  after  Christ's 
coming.  C. — Shoulder,  like  people  carrying  a  burden.  Sept.  ''under  one  yoke." 
After  the  captivity  the  Jews  were  more  obedient  and  faithful,  as  the  mors  corrupt 
rernaiiO'l  behind  ihe  Euphrates,  or  were  cut  off  in  the  last  wars.  Vet  the  syna- 
gogue w:is  never  so  pure  as  the  Christian  Church,  even  in  the  worst  times.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Ethiopia.  The  Nile  rises  in  that  country,  and  runs  through  Egypt 
and  Arabia,  which  is  often  stylnd  Ethiopia  or  Chusch.  lsa.  xviii.  1.  The  Jews 
came  from  Egypt  to  adore  at  Jerusalem,  even  after  the  build' r.g  of  Onion.  Yet 
this  literally  regards  Christ's  Ch:ircb. — Offering.  The  Jew*  performed  this  after 
the  captivity,  coming  or  sending  the  hair  side  to  Jerusalem  annually,  from  all 
quarters  of  the  world.  Xum.  i:i.  -16;  Matt.  xvii.  23.  C. 

Vb*.  11.  Doing*.  Lit.  "  inventions,"  of  religion  cf  thy  own  choice-  II.— Thy 
past  offdnces  shall  be  obliterated,  and  thou  shalt  commit  nothing  of  the  kind  any 
store.  Those  proud  spirits  who  caused  thee  to  dislik*  my  law,  and  who  sec  up 
idols  in  my  temple,  t.!iall  disappear. 

Vbr.  12.  Poor  in  spirit.  H.— Heb.  M  rneek  and  extenuated,"  who  trust  not  in 
themselves.    This  is  the  character  of  true  Christians. 

Vbb.  1J.  Israel.  They  shall  be  more  submissive,  and  afraid  of  yielding  to 
idolatry.  Yet  the  synagogue  was  far  from  the  perfection  of  primitive  Christianity, 
or  even  fro  n  that  of  many  pious  souls  in  these  days  of  relaxation. — Afraid.  The 
Jaws  we*©  aot  much  molested  tiii  the  timo  of  lipiphancs,  nor  was  the  country 
ravaged  as  it  had  been,  iiic  ii.  12.    This  peace  is.  however,  of  a  spiritual 


15  The  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgment,  he  hatb 
turned  away  \\y  enemies  ;  the  king  of  Israel,  the  Lord,  w 
in  the  midst  of  thee,  thou  shalt  fear  evil  no  more. 

16  In  that  day  it  shall  be  said  to  Jerusalem  :  Fear  not : 
to  Sion :  Let  not  thy  hands  be  weakened. 

17  The  Lord,  thy  God,  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty, 
he  will  save :  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  gladness,  he 
will  be  silent  in  his  love,  he  will  be  joyful  over  thee  in 
praise. 

18  The  triflers  that  were  departed  from  the  law,  I  will 
gather  together,  because  they  were  of  thee  :  that  thou 
mayest  no  more  suffer  reproach  for  them. 

19  Behold,  I  will  cut  off  all  that  have  afflicted  thee  at 
that  time :  and  I  will  save  her  that  halteth,  and  will  gather 
her  that  was  cast  out :  and  I  will  get  them  praise,  and  a 
name,  in  all  the  land  where  they  had  been  put  to  confusion. 

20  At  that  time,  when  I  will  bring  you :  and  at  that 
time  that  I  will  gather  you  :  for  I  will  give  you  a  name, 
and  praise  among  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  when  I  shall 
have  brought  back  your  captivity,  before  your  eyes,  saith 
the  Lord. 


nature,  granted  by  Christ  to  those  who  fight  against  their  passions.  John  itfr. 

Veil  15.  Judgment  y  or  "condemnation."  Sept  "iniquities,"  (C.)  nailing  Vj 
the  cross  ihe  handwriting  that  was  against  thee.  H. — God  does  not  treat  theo  with 
rigour.  He  will  be  thy  King.  The  Jews  had  no  king  for  a  long  time.  But  the 
true  Israel,  of  whom  the  prophet  speaks,  is  continually  ruled  and  fed  by  Jcsuj 
ChriKt,  who  imparts  his  graces  abundantly.  C. 

Vek.  17.  Silent ;  constant  M.— -He  will  accuse  thee  no  more.  Can  this  bo 
understood  of  the  Jews,  who  have  been  cast  off  till  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  enter 
the  Church !  To  the  latter  all  this  must  be  applied.  C. 

Ver.  18.  TriJUr*.  Lit  "trifles;"  nugat.  Heb.  nugi,  (II.)  which  is 
almost  Latin.  3.  Jer.— These  vain  nothings,  (C.)  men  who  were  of  light  disposi- 
tions, scoffers  at  Christ,  ehall  be  concerted  and  honour  him.  W.— Sept.  (17)  "he 
will  renew  thee  in  his  love,  and  will  exult  over  theo  in  joy,  as  on  a  festival  day : 
(18)  ODd  I  will  bring  back  thy  bruised  ones.  Woe  to  him  that  has  reproached  her."  C. 

Vbb.  19.  Cut.  Sept.  "do  in  theo,  for  thy  sake  at,"  kc.  R.—Uulteth,  and 
hath  no  children,  (We.  iv.  7,.i  denoting  the  Gentiles,  C— Sept  "squeezed  out," 
like  grapes,  being  in  distress.  S.  Jex.—  Where,  Sept  "and  they  shall  bo  ashamed 
at,"  ice. 

Ver.  20.  Bring.  Sept  "do  good  to  you."  H. — Praise.  All  shall  sneak 
well  of  you  who  havo  been  lately  dishonoured,  when  I  shall  take  both  Goatilea 
and  Jews  for  my  spouse  after  the  captivity,  which  teem*  present,  (C.)  it  if  so 
tain.  H. — Captivity,  under  sataa  and  sin.  it, 


THE 

PROPHECY  OF  AGGETJ8, 


iSGEua  TTfis  odi  if  those  that  returned  from  the  captivity  of  Babylon,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Cyrus.  He  was  sent  by  the  Lord  in  the  socond  year  of  tfcf 
2f?  S  ~  S  Dan'!s'  tne  6on  01"  Hystaspes,  to  exhort  Zorobabel,  the  prince  of  Judn,  and  Jesus,  the  high  priest,  to  the  building  of  the  temple :  which  thej  had  begun, 
but  left  off  again  through  the  opposition  of  the  Samaritans.  In  consequence  of  this  exhortation,  they  proceeded  iu  the  building,  and  finished  the  temple.  And  thp 
prophet  was  commissioned  by  the  Lord  to  assure  them  that  this  second  temple  should  be  more  glorious  than  the  former,  because  the  Mcssias  should  honour  it  witn 


I 


CHAPTER  L 

The  people  are  reproved  for  neglecting  to  build  the  tempi:     They  are 

encouraged  to  set  about  the  work. 

N  the  second  year  of  Darius,  'the  king,  in  the  sixth 
month,  in  the  first  day  of  the  month,  the  word  of  the 

»  1  v.  I.  A.  M.  Jihi,  A.  C.  515. 


CHAP.  I.  Ver.  1.    Darius  Hystaspes.  C.— When  the  Jews  bad  no  king,  tho 
prophets  dated  from  the  reign  of  tho  monarch  on  whom  they  were  dependent. 
316 


Lord  came  by  the  hand  of  Aggeus,  the  prophet,  to  Zoro- 
babel, the  son  of  Salathiel,  governor  of  Juda,  and  to  Jesus, 
the  son  of  Josedec,  the  high  priest,  saying : 

2  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  saying :  This  people 
saitli :  The  time  is  not  yet  come  for  building  the  house  of 
the  Lord. 


Theod. — Sixth ;  Elul,  the  last  of  jhe  ciril  year,  corresponding  with  our  September. 
Tho  harvest  had  been  bad,  and  Aggeu  assigns  the  reason.  C—  Govern**.  Lit. 


CaAP.  I 


AGGEUS. 


Chap.  II. 


3  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  by  the  hand  of  Ag- 
geus, the  prophet,  saying : 

4  Is  it  time  for  you  to  dwell  in  ceiled  houses,  and  this 
house  lie  desolate  ? 

5  And  now  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Set  your 
hearts  to  consider  your  ways. 

8  'You  have  sowed  much,  and  brought  in  little :  you 
have  eaten,  but  have  not  had  enough :  you  have  drunk, 
but  have  not  been  filled  with  drink:  you  have  clothed 
yourselves,  but  have  not  been  warmed  :  and  he  that  hath 
earned  wages,  put  them  into  a  bag  with  holes. 

7  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Set  your  hearts  upon 
your  ways : 

8  Go  up  to  the  mountain,  bring  timber,  and  build  the 
house :  and  it  shall  be  acceptable  to  me,  and  I  shall  be 
glorified,  saith  the  Lord. 

9  You  have  looked  ibr  more,  and  behold  it  became  less, 
and  you  brought  it  home,  and  I  blowed  it  away :  why, 
?aith  the  Lord  of  hosts?  because  my  house  is  desolate, 
and  you  make  haste  every  man  to  his  own  house. 

10  Therefore,  the  heavens  over  you  were  stayed  from 
giving  dew,  and  the  earth  was  hindered  from  yielding  her 
fruits : 

11  And  1  called  for  a  drought  upon  the  land,  and 
upon  the  mountains,  and  upon  the  corn,  and  upon  the 
wine,  and  upon  the  oil,  and  upon  all  that  the  ground 
bringeth  forth,  and  upon  men,  and  upon  beasts,  and  upon 
all  the  labour  of  the  hands. 

12  Then  Zorobabel,  the  son  of  Salathiel,  and  Jesus,  the 
son  of  Josedec,  the  high  priest,  and  all  the  remnant  of  the 
people,  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  their  God,  and 
to  the  words  of  Aggeus.  the  prophet,  as  the  Lord,  their  God, 
sent  him  to  them  :  and  the  people  feared  before  the  Lord. 

13  And  Aggeus,  the  messenger  of  the  Lord,  as  one  of 
tiie  messengers  of  the  Lord,  spoke,  saying  to  the  people ! 
I  am  with  you,  saith  the  Lord. 

14  And  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Zorobabel, 
the  son  of  Salathiel,  governor  of  Juda,  and  the  spirit  of 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Josedec,  the  high  priest,  and  the  spirit  of 


»  Deut.  xxviH.  3S;  Mic.  t!.  !5. 


all  the  rest  of  the  people :  and  they  went  in.  and  did  the 
work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  their  God. 

CHAP.  II.  :  ; 

Chrict,  by  his  coming,  shall  make  the  latUr  tempU  more  glorious  than  the 
former.  The  bUuing  of  God  shall  reward  tiieir  labour  in  building.  God's 
promise  to  Zorobabel.  i 

TJf  bthe  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  in  the 
_1_  sixth  month,  in  the  second  year  of  Darius,  the  king, 
they  began. 

2  And  in  the  seventh  month,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  by  the  hand  of  Aggeus,  the  prophet,  saying : 

3  Speak  to  Zorobabel,  the  son  of  Salathiel,  "the  governor 
of  Juda,  and  to  Jesus,  the  son  of  Josedec,  the  high  priest, 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  people,  saying : 

4  Who  is  left  among  you,  that  saw  this  house  in  its  first 
glory  ?  and  how  do  you  see  it  now  ?  is  it  not  in  compari- 
son to  that  as  nothing  in  your  eyes? 

5  Yet  now  take  courage,  O  Zorobabel,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  take  courage,  O  Jesus,  the  son  of  Josedec,  the  high 
priest,  and  take  courage,  all  ye  people  of  the  land,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts :  and  perform  (for  I  am  with  you,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts) 

6  The  word  that  I  covenanted  with  you:  when  you 
came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt :  and  my  spirit  shall  be  in 
the  midst  of  you  :  fear  not. 

7  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts:  cYet  one  little 
while,  and  I  will  move  the  heaven,  and  the  earth,  and  the 
sea,  and  the  dry  land. 

8  And  I  will  move  all  nations ;  and  the  desired  of 
all  nations  shall  come  :  and  I  will  fill  this  house 
with  giory  :  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

9  The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

10  Great  shall  be  the  glory  of  this  last  house  more  than 
of  the  first,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  and  in  thk  place  I  will 
give  peace,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

1 1  In  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  in 
the  second  year  of  Darius,  the  king,  the  word  of  the  king 
came  to  Aggeus,  the  prophet,  saying : 

*  A-  H.         A.  C.  519.— «  Heb.  xiL  M. 


';  duke."  or  captain.  Sept.  "  of  the  tribe  of  Juda."  H. — He  descended  from  the 
kings  of  Juda.  and  was  now  chief  governor  by  leave  of  Darin;.  W. — Zorobabel 
was  son  or  grandson  of  Salathiel,  (1  Par.  iii.  17,)  or  was  adopted  by  him.  being 
born  of  **hadaia.  C. — Josedec,  who  was  led  into  captivity.  1  Par.  ri.  15. 

Vbr.  2.  Yet  come.  The  Jews  refrained  from  commencing"  the  temple  till  the 
time  marked  out  by  Jcrcmias.  xxv.  11 ;  Zac.  i.  7.  C. — Others,  reflecting  on  the 
obstacles  plnr-ed  by  Cyrus  and  Cambyses,  thought  it  was  not  yet  time  to  work  at 
the  temple :  but  these  were  only  pretexts. 

Vita.  A.  Ceiled  t  superbly  adorned.  Heb.  "  covered."  You  arc  not  content 
with  what  is  merely  necessary,  while  the  temple  lies  in  ruins.  C 

Vbk.  5.  Ways.  Sound  the  real  motives  of  your  neglect.  H. — See  if  your 
misfortunes  do  not  originate  In  this  cause,  and  if  God  does  not  require  you  to  build 
the  torople.  Ver.  9.  C. 

Vbb.  6.    Filled.    Lit  "  inebriated,"  (H.)  so  as  to  become  cheerful.  S.  Jer 

Vbr.  8.  The  mountain  Libnnus.  Wood  had  been  purchased  before,  but  had 
been  used  for  other  purposes.  1  Esd.  iii.  7.  Now  the  people  went  to  procure 
more,  C. 

Vbr.  11.  Drought.  Heb.  erb,  (  H.)  is  rendered  the  sword  by  the  Sept.,  and 
may  best  signify  41  a  burning  wind,'*  according  to  the  diiferent  pronunciation. 
B.  J<r. 

Vbr,  in.    Messenger.    To  excite  the  people's  attention.  A^rpeus  doclarcs  that 

he  is  sent  by  God.  (W.  j  like  the  prophets  of  old.   H. —  With  you.    This  is  often 

repeated,  to  encourage  the  dejected  people.  31. 

Vbr.  w.    Work.    Sept-  "  works."  H.— They  prepared  materials,  and  begun 

the  temple  on  the  24th  of  the  ninth  month.  Chap.  ti.  16,  19.  M. 

CHAP.  IL  Vbr.  1.  In,  &c.  This  should  be  joined  with  the  preceding 
chap.  C-— They  be^an  the  new  work  at  this  Lime,  and  en  the  21si  of  the  seventh 
month  the  prophet  had  a  fresh  revelation.  Wi 
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Vbr.  4.  Glory.  The  temple  had  been  destroyed  sixty-nine  years  before,  sc 
that  many  misht  have  seen  It. 

Ver.  7.  Little.  Christ  was  born  515  years  afterwards.  The  world  had  bees 
disturbed  by  Alexander  and  by  the  Romans,  yet  peace  then  prevailed.  C. 

Ver.  8.    Desired.  Jecob  styles  him  the  expectation  of  nations,  (Gen.  xlix.,j 

because  Mo  was  wanting,  and  always  necessary  for  all.  W. — Many  also,  like  Job, 
had  a  lively  expectation  of  their  Redeemer's  coming  from  the  tradition  of  the 
patriarchs.  H. — Heb.  "  the  desires  of  all  nations  shall  come  "  (H.):  vmient.  Sept. 

the  Chosen  dungs,"  &c.  Christ  shall  come  for  all,  (C.)  and  the  elect  shall  meet 
him  with  eaeemess.  II.— Tn  vain  do  the  Jews  attempt  to  contest  tin's  prediction. 
Was  not  the  Messias  to  be  desired?  and  has  not  Jesus  Christ  procured  the  greatest 
advantages  f  r  mankind  ? 

Ver."  10.  Peace:  another  title  of  the  Messiah  His  presence  ennobles  this 
temple  (C.)  more  than  precious  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver  (  ver.  9)  did  that  of 
Solomon.  H. — Some  have  pretended  that  the  second  temple,  repaired  by  Herod, 
was  more  spacious  and  magnificent  than  the  former.  It  also  subsisted  a  longer 
time.  But  this  circumstance  adds  no  superior  value,  euless  the  structure  was  bet- 
ter finished.  C. — The  Jews  all  agree  that  the  temple  of  Zorobabel  and  of  Herod 
was  the  same.  Lcmpereur. — It  is  certain  that  this  edifice  was  never  honoured  with 
the  ark.  ice.,  like  that  of  Solomon  ;  so  that  if  it  be  not  on  account  of  the  Mossis*. 
no  good  reason  appears  for  giving  it  the  preference.  H. — Tho  ancients  who  had 
seen  the  former,  wept  (W.)  when  thai  of  Zorobabel  was  founded,  confessing  its  in- 
feriority (H.)  both  in  size  and  elegance-  It  was  only  GO  cubits  hiph  and  broad, 
while  the  former  was  120,  built  of  polished  stone  and  covered  with  cedar.  Zoro- 
babel had  rough  stones.  1  Esd.  v.  S.  and  vi.  3,  and  2  Par.  Iii.  4,  end  3  King  vL 
7.  As  for  the  same  temple,  enlarged  end  adorned  by  Herod,  :t  continued  n**  Ion? 
in  ih.ii  state ;  and  its  chief  glory  consisted  in  our  Saviour's  v. i      b  va» 

received  in  the  arms  of  Simeon,  and  often  preached  there. 
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Chap.  II. 


AGGEUS. 


Chap.  II. 


12  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts ;  Ask  the  priests  of  the 
law,  saying : 

13  Ii  a  man  carry  sanctified  flesh  in  the  skirt  of  his 
garment,  and  touch  with  his  skirt,  bread,  or  pottage,  or 
wine,  or  oil,  or  any  meat :  shall  it  be  sanctified  ?  And  the 
priests  answered,  and  said :  No. 

14  And  Aggeus  said:  If  one  that  is  unclean  by  occa- 
sion of  a  soul  touch  any  of  all  these  things,  shall  it  be  de- 
filed? and  the  priests  answered,  and  said:  It  shall  be 
defiled. 

15  And  Aggeus  answered,  and  said :  So  is  this  people, 
and  so  is  this  nation  before  my  face,  saith  the  Lord,  and  so 
is  all  the  work  of  their  hands :  and  all  that  they  have  of- 
fered there  shall  be  defiled. 

16  And  now  consider  in  your  hearts,  from  this  day  and 
upward,  before  there  was  a  stone  laid  upon  a  stone  in  the 
temple  of  the  Lord. 

17  When  you  went  to  a  heap  of  twenty  bushels,  and 
they  became  ten :  and  you  wont  into  the  press,  to  press 
out  fifty  vessels,  and  they  became  twenty. 

18  *I  struck  you  with  a  blasting  wind,  and  all  the 
works  of  your  hand  with  the  mildew  and  with  hail,  yet 


»  A  mo  j  It.  9. 


Vbr.  13.  No,  conformably  to  Lev.  vi.  27.  M. — What  the  linen  covered  coulri 
nnt  render  other  things  lacred.  The  victim  must  come  in  immediate  contact  with 
them  to  have  this  effect.  H. — Those  who  bud  touched  the  dead,  rendered  both 
holy  and  common  things  unclean  for  others.  There  were  two  .<orts  of  sanctified 
meats  :  the  victims  of  sin,  which  tho  priests  on  duty  alone  could  eat,  (Lev.  vii.  1, 
6,)  and  the  peace-o  tferings ,  of  which  all  who  were  clean  might  partake.  Lev.  vii.  19. 
The  former  alone  sanctified  what  they  touched.  Both  must  be  burnt  it"  they 
touched  any  thing  unclean,  while  ordinary  food  in  the  same  predicament  might  be 
consumed  by  people  in  mourning,  A:c  C. 

Vbr.  14.  Ey  occasion  of  a  soul.  That  is,  by  having  touched  the  dead:  in 
which  case,  according:  to  the  prescription  of  the  law,  (Num.  xix.  13,  22,)  a  person 
not  only  became  unclean  himself,  but  made  every  thing  that  he  touched  andean. 
The  prophet  applies  all  this  to  the  people,  whose  souls  remained  unclean  by  neg- 
lecting the  temple  of  God ;  and  therefore  were  not  sanctified  by  the  tlesb  they 
offered  in  sacrifice,  but  rather  defiled  their  sacrifices  by  approaching  to  them  in 
the  state  of  uncleaunes*.  Ch. 

Ver.  15.  So.  He  makes  the  application  of  the  second  answer  given,  ver.  14. 
All  your  victims  have  hitherto  been  contaminated.  I  redressed  not  your  miseries. 
Bnt  now,  as  you  hAve  begun  to  work  at  my  temple,  I  will  remove  the  scourge. 
It  is  easy  to  apply  the  first  answer,  ver.  13. 

Vbr.  10.  Drtu,  tho  24th  of  the  ninth  month,  when  you  began  to  build.  Ver. 
19     Henceforward  your  crops  shall  be  abundant.  M. — I  judga  not  from  natural 


there  was  none  among  you  that  returned  to  me,  saith  the 

Lord.  ":1'jr',vV  -   ^'V  *5 

19  Set  your  hearts  from  this  day,  and  henceforward, 

from  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  ninth  month  :  from 
the  day  that  the  foundations  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord 
were  laid,  and  lay  it  up  in  your  hearts. 

20  Is  the  seed  as  yet  sprung  up  ?  or  hath  th~  vine,  and 
the  fig-tree,  and  the  pomegranate,  and  the  olive-tree,  as 
yet  flourished?  from  this  day  1  will  bless  you. 

21  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  a  second  time  to 
Aggeus,  in  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  saying ; 

22  Speak  to  Zorobabel,  the  governor  of  Juda,  saying : 
I  will  move  both  heaven  and  earth. 

23  And  I  will  overthrow  the  throne  of  kingdoms,  and 
will  destroy  the  strength  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Gentiles; 
and  I  will  overthrow  the  chariot,  and  him  that  rideth 
therein  :  and  the  horses  and  their  riders  shall  come  down, 
every  one  by  the  sword  of  his  brother. 

24  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  1  will  take  thee, 
faO  Zorobabel,  the  son  of  Salathiel,  my  servant,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  will  make  thee  as  a  signet,  for  I  have  chosen 
thee,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 


b  Eccll.  xllx.  IS. 


appearances,  as  the  corn  is  still  in  the  granary.  Ver.  "30.  C.—  Upon  a  stone.  To* 
foundations  had  been  laid  the  year  after  the  Jews  returned,  and  an  altar  set  up. 
1  Esd.  ili.  Nothing  more  of  consequence  was  done  till  the  second  year  of  Dariua 
The  temple  wi's  finished  and  dedicated  in  the  sixth.  1  Esd.  vi  15.  Hence  Aggeu* 
speaks  of  the  stones  to  be  used  hereafter.  Yet  A.  Rutter  observes  it  was  mor- 
tally accomplished  when  the  Jews  dug  up  tho  foundations,  by  order  of  Juliar.. 
who  wished  to  falsify  the  prediction.  H. 

Vrr.  20.  Sprung  up.  Heb.  "  in  the  grauary,"  or  cave,  maejerah,  whencv 
the  African  magaria,  or  huts,  are  derived.  Chal.  and  Sept.  "  burn  floor,"  as  it 
was  commonly  adjoining  to  these  huts.  Some  have.  "  in  blade."  But  this  seems 
to  be  the  sense  :  the  corn  is  not  yet  sown,  nor  the  trees  in  blovuin,  yet  I  announce 
great  fertility  nest  year. 

Vbr.  2*2.  Earth.  Some  great  event  is  den<-*-**.  Nothing  occurs  in  history 
after  the  second  year  of  Darius,  to  show  that  Zo  s-el  signalized  himself.  But 
the  Heb.  speaks  of  something  past,  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  attempt  of  Cambyses 
three  years  before,  is  the  subject.  Ezec,  xxxviii.  11 1  have  overturned  the  throne 
of  kings,"  Cambyses,  and  the  magi,  and  have  given  the  kingdom  to  another  family. 
The  enemy  has  destroyed  himself.  Then  I  kept  thee  as  a  seal,  with  the  greatest 
care.  Jer.xxH.  24.  Thou  art  no  longer  oppressed  by  the  Persian  king  or  bus 
governor.    Hystaspes  has  declare*!  ir  thy  favour.  C. 

Vbr.  24.  O  Zorobabel.  This  ^rouuse  principally  relate*  to  Christ,  who  wm 
of  the  race  of  Zorobabel.  Ch. 


THE 


PROPHECY  OF  ZACHAEIAS. 


Zachaki&s  bttran  to  prophesy  in  the  same  year  as  Ag^ens,  and  npon  the  ifimu  occasion.  His  prophecy  is  full  of  mytfprious  figures  and  promises  of  blessings,  partly 
relating  to  the  synagogue,  and  partly  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  Ch. — He  is  u  most  obscure  and  longest  of  the  twelve  "  (S.  Jer.) ;  though  Osee  wrote  the  same  number 
of  chapters.  H.— Zeehsrlas  fpeoks  more  plainly  of  the  Mesaias  and  of  the  last  siege  of  Jerusalem  than  tho  rest,  as  be  lived  nearer  those  times.  C. — He  appeared  only 
two  months  after  Aggeus,  and  showed  that  tho  Church  should  flourish  in  the  synagogue,  iwd  much  more  after  the  coming  of  Christ,  who  would  select  his  first 

Yet  few  of  them  shall  embrace  the  gospel,  in  comparison  with  the  Gentiles,  though  they  shall  at  last  be  converted.  8.  Jer.  id 


preachers  from  among  the  Jewe. 
Paulin.  W. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  prophet  exhorts  the  people  to  return  to  God,  and  declares  his  vtsums,  by 

it hich  he  puts  tliem  in  hopes  of  better  times. 


CHAP.  I.  Vbr.  1.  Sarachias  adopted  him,  (1  Esd.  v.  I,)  or  rather  Addo 

TO  his  grandfather.  ,  .„ 

Van.  3.    Turn  yc  Such  eanrwniona  adaiouish  as  of  our  rw-will.  anft  wiinu 
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I 


N  "the  eighth  month,  in  the  second  year  of  king 
Darius,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Zacharias, 


*  A.  M.  3483,  A.  C.  519. 


we  answer,  convert  us,  ice.  (Lam.  v.  11.  C)  we  confess  that  God's  grace  prevent- 
eth  us.  Trid.  Sess.  vi.  6.  W. — We  may  resist  the  Holy  Spirit,  (H.)  and  reject  hi* 
graces.    Tho  prophet  exhorts  the  people  to  lay  aside  all  former  negligee*,  (C.) 


I 


Chap.  I. 


ZACHARIAS. 


Chap.  II. 


the  son  of  Barachias,  the  son  of  Addo,  the  prophet, 


saying : 

2  The  Lord  hath  been  exceeding  angry  with  your 
fathers. 

3  And  thou  shalt  say  to  them :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
ho^ts:  "Turn  ye  to  me,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts:  and  I 
will  turn  to  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

4  Be  not  as  your  fathers,  to  whom  the  former  prophets 
have  cried,  saying :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Turn 
ye  from  your  evil  ways,  and  from  your  wicked  thoughts ; 
but  they  did  not  give  ear,  neither  did  they  hearken  to  me, 
saith  the  Lord. 

5  Your  fathers,  where  are  they?  and  the  prophets, 
shall  they  live  always  ? 

6  But  yet  my  words,  and  my  ordinances,  which  I  gave 
in  charge  to  my  servants,  the  prophets,  did  thev  not  take 
hold  of  your  fathers,  and  they  returned,  and  said :  As  the 
Lord  of  hosts  thought  to  do  to  us,  according  to  our  ways, 
and  according  to  our  devices,  so  he  hath  done  to  us. 

7  In  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  eleventh  month, 
which  is  called  Sabath,  in  the  second  year  of  Darius,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Zacharias.  the  son  of  Barachias, 
the  son  of  Addo,  the  prophet,  saying : 

8  I  saw  by  night,  and  behold  a  man  riding  upon  a  red 
horse,  and  he  stood  among  the  myrtle-trees,  that  were  in 
the  bottom ;  and  behind  him  were  horses  red,  speckled, 
and  white. 

9  And  I  said :  What  are  these,  my  lord  1  And  the 
angel  that  spoke  in  me,  said  to  me  :  I  will  show  thee  what 
these  are : 

10  And  the  man  that  stood  among  the  myrtle-trees 
answered,  and  said  :  These  are  they,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
sent  to  walk  through  the  earth. 

11  And  they  answered  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  that 
stood  among  the  myrtle-trees,  and  said  :  We  have  walked 
through  the  earth,  and  behold  all  the  earth  is  inhabited, 
and  is  at  rest 

12  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  answered,  and  said :  0 
Lord  of  hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou  not  have  mercy  on 
Jerusalem,  and  on  the  cities  of  Juda,  with  which  thou  hast 
been  angry  ?  this  is  now  the  seventieth  year. 

13  And  the  Lord  answered  the  angel,  that  spoke  in 
me,  good  words,  comfortable  words. 

•  Ibl  xxi  12,  and  xxxL  6,  and  xlv.  22 1  Jer.  iii.  12 ;  Ezec.  xviii.  30,  and  zx.  7, 


tiid  proceed  with  the  temple.  H. — It  bad  been  commenced  about  two  months 
before.  Agg.  ii.  1,  1C. 

Vbr.  6.  Fathers.  They  felt  their  effects.  H. — Returned;  being  converted 
by  the  sight  of  God's  judgments.  Osee  vi.  1,  and  2  Esd.  i.  6. 

Vbr.  8.  A  man.  An  angel  in  the  shape  of  a  man.  It  was  probably  S.  Michael, 
•he  guardian  angel  of  the  Church  of  God.  Ch.— It  is  plain  that  he  was  an  angel. 
Vex.  11.  W. — Among.    Sept.  " between  two  shady  mountains."  H. 

Van.  10.  These  are  they,  Sec.  The  guardian  angels  of  provinces  and  na- 
tion!. Ch. 

Vbh.  11.  Rest.  All  the  country  under  Michael's  care  enjoyed  peace,  (C.)  in 
the  second  year  of  Darius.  H. — The  red  horse  implies  slaughter.  Apoc.  vi.  i.  It 
was  now  repressed.  Tonrnemine. 

Ver.  12.  The  seventieth  year ;  viz.  from  the  beginning  of  the  siege  of  Jera- 
-  1 1 <.:  i j t ,  in  tho  ninth  year  of  king  Sedecias,  to  the  second  year  of  king  Darius. 
These  seventy  years  of  the  desolation  of  Jerusalem  and  the  cities  of  Juda  are  dif- 
ferent from  the  seventy  years  of  captivity  foretold  by  Jeremias;  which  began  in  the 
fourth  year  of  Joakiin,  and  ended  in  the"  first  year  of  king  Cyrus.  Ch. — The  temple 
had  also  been  destroyed  now  seventy  years.  (W.)  and  the  angel  prays,  (H.)  while 
'.he  prophet  begs  that  the  people  may  be  inspired  to  rebuild  it.  W. 

Ver.  13.  Answered.  We  have  here  a  proof  of  the  intercession  of  angels,  and 
;J  its  good  effects.  H. — In  me;  revealing  God's  will.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  14.    Zeal.    I  will  aga-a  treat  her  as  my  spouse.  U. 


14  And  the  angel,  that  spoke  in  me,  said  to  me :  Cry 
thou,  saying :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  bI  am  zealous 
for  Jerusalem,  and  Sion,  with  a  great  zeal. 

15  And  I  am  angry  with  a  great  anger  with  the 
wealthy  nations :  For  I  was  angry  a  little,  but  they  helped 
forward  the  evil. 

1  6  Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord :  I  will  return  to 
Jerusalem  in  mercies :  my  house  shall  be  built  in  it,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  the  building  line  shall  be  stretched 
forth  upon  Jerusalem. 

17  Cry  yet,  saying :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  :  My 
cities  shall  yet  flow  with  good  things :  and  the  Lord  will 
yet  comfort  Sion,  and  he  will  yet  choose  Jerusalem. 

18  And  I  lifted  up  my  eyes,  and  saw  :  and  behold  four 

19  And  I  said  to  the  angel  that  spoke  to  me:  What 
are  these  ?  and  he  said  to  me :  These  are  the  horns  that 
have  scattered  Juda,  and  Israel,  and  Jerusalem. 

20  And  the  Lord  showed  me  four  smiths. 

21  And  I  said  :  What  come  these  to  do?  and  he  spoke, 
saying:  These  are  the  horns  which  have  scattered  Juda 
every  man  apart,  and  none  of  them  lifted  up  his  head : 
and  these  are  come  to  fray  them,  to  cast  down  the  horns 
of  the  nations  that  have  lifted  up  the  horn  upon  the  land 
of  Juda,  to  scatter  it  - 

CHAP.  II. 

Under  the  name  of  Jerusalem,  he  prophesieth  the  progress  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  by  the  conversion  of  some  Jews,  and  many  Gentiles. 

AND  I  lifted  up  my  eyes,  and  saw,  and  behold  a  man, 
with  a  measuring  line  in  his  hand. 

2  And  I  said :  Whither  goest  thou  ?  and  he  said  to 
me :  To  measure  Jerusalem,  and  to  see  how  great  is  the 
breadth  thereof,  and  how  great  the  length  thereof. 

3  And  behold  the  angel  that  spoke  in  me  went  forth, 
and  another  angel  went  out  to  meet  him. 

4  And  he  said  to  him  :  Run,  speak  to  this  young  man, 
saying :  Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  without  walls,  by 
reason  of  the  multitude  of  men,  and  of  the  beasts,  in  the 
midst  thereof. 

5  And  I  will  be  to  it,  saith  the  Lord,  a  wall  o{  nre 
round  about ;  and  I  will  be  in  glory  in  the  rr.idst 
thereof. 

6  O,  0  flee  ye  out  of  the  land  of  the  north,  saith  the 

and  xxxiii.  U  ;  Oi«  xlv.  2  :  Joel  11.  12 :  Mai.  iii.  7.— *  Infra,  vffi.  J. 


Vbr.  15.  Nations,  represented  as  four  horns,  ver.  1ft,  19. — Evil,  through 
malice,  and  thus  deserve  themselves  to  be  punished-  Osee  i.  4. 

Vbr.  18—20.  Four  horns,  .  .  four  smiths.  The  four  horns  represent  the 
empires,  or  kingdoms,  that  persecute  and  oppress  the  people  of  God :  tho  four 
smiths  or  carpenter!  (for  faber  may  signify  either)  represent  those  whom  God 
makes  his  instruments  in  bringing  to  nothing  the  power  of  persecutors.  Ch. — The 
princes  of  Assyria  and  of  Babylon,  the  kings  of  Persia  and  of  Etrypt,  had  all  treated 
them  ill ;  and  these  four  empires  have  or  will  be  destroyed  by  four  chariots,  (chap, 
vi.  1,)  Nabopolassar,  Cyrus,  Alexander,  and  Antiochus.  Dan.  vil.  1,  &c.  S.  Jerom, 
and  many  who  usually  follow  hira,  understand  the  empires  of  the  Chaldeans,  Per- 
sians, Greeks,  and  Romans,  to  be  designated  by  the  horns,  as  the  workmen  mean 
the  angels  who  have  chastised  those  nations. 

Ver.  21.  Every.  Keb.  w  at  pleasure ;  none  shall  lift,"  &c.  These  kingdom* 
shall  no  longer  provs  formidable.  C. — Fray,  or  "  terrify."  Sept.  "  to  sharpen 
them  in  their  hands.    The  horns  are  nations,"  &c.  H. 

CHAP.  II.  Vrr.  3.    Another.    The  angel  who  measured  spoke  to  Michael.  C 

Ver.  4.  Walls.  This  must  be  understood  of  the  spiritual  Jerusalem,  the 
Church  of  Christ.  Ch. 

Ver.  5.  Fire,  to  enlighten  and  protect  it.  Arms  will  be  iriaecaseA-y  MIc.  ▼ 
10 ;  Isa.  ii.  4.    The  Church  shall  enjoy  peace. 

Ver.  6.  North.  Many  Jows  had  not  vet  ret»>*ned.  Etcher,  Arc- -TTru/j. 
Ezec.  v.  9,  12.  C. 
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Chap.  Ill 


ZACHARIAS 


Chap.  IV. 


Lord,  for  I  have  scattered  you  into  tke  four  winds  of 
heaven,  saith  the  Lord. 

7  O  Sion,  fle^  thou  tiat  dwellest  with  the  daughter  of 
Babylon : 

8  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  After  the  glory  he 
hath  sent  me  to  the  nations  that  have  robbed  you  :  for  he 
that  toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  applt,  of  my  eye : 

9  For  behold,  I  lift  up  my  hand  upon  them,  and  they 
shall  be  a  prey  to  those  that  served  them :  and  you  shall 
know  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  sent  me. 

10  Sing  praise,  and  rejoice,  O  daughter  of  Sion :  for 
behold,  I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee : 
saith  the  Lord. 

11  And  many  nations  shall  be  joined  to  the  Lord  in 
that  day,  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  dwell 
in  the  midst  of  thee :  and  thou  shalt  know  that  the  Lord 
of  hosts  hath  sent  me  to  thee. 

12  And  the  Lord  shall  possess  Juda,  his  portion  in  the 
sanctified  land  :  and  he  shall  yet  choose  Jerusalem. 

13  Let  all  flesh  be  silent  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord  : 
for  he  is  risen  up  out  of  his  holy  habitation. 

chap.  in.  % 

in  a  vision  satan  appeareth,  accusing  the  high  priest.    He  is  cxeansed  from 
his  sins.    Christ  is  promised,  and  great  fruit  from  his  passion. 

AND  the  Lord  showed  me  Jesus,  the  high  priest, 
standing  before  the  angel  of  the  Lord :  and  satan 
stood  on  his  right  hand,  to  be  his  adversary. 

2  And  the  Lord  said  to  satan  :  The  Lord  rebuke  thee, 
0  satan :  and  the  Lord,  that  chose  Jerusalem,  rebuke  thee : 
Is  not  this  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire  ? 

3  And  Jesus  was  clothed  with  filthy  garments :  and  he 
stood  before  the  face  of  the  angel. 

4  Who  answered,  and  said  to  them  that  stood  before 
him,  saying :  Take  away  the  filthy  garments  from  him. 
And  he  said  to  him :  Behold,  1  have  taken  away  thy 
iniquity,  and  have  clothed  thee  with  change  of  garments. 

5  And  he  said  :  Put  a  clean  mitre  upon  his  head  :  and 
they  put  a  clean  mitre  upon  his  head,  and  clothed  him 
with  garments :  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  stood. 

Vbr.  8.  Glory.  After  restoring  you  to  your  own  country,  and  rebuilding 
your  cities,  I  will  punish  your  enemies.  C. — After  they  have  enjoyed  prosperity, 
they  shall  feel  the  reverse.    Heb.  cobod,  (H.)  means  also  w  a  burden." 

Vbr.  9.  Prey.  Two  years  after  this  (C.)  the  Assyrian*  revolted,  and  seized 
Bibylon  Justin  1. 

Vbr.  11.  Nations.  We  know  of  none  who  embraced  the  Jewish  law.  But 
th  the  old  and  the  new  world  submits  to  Christ. 

Vbr.  13.  Silent :  obey  with  reverence.  H.  See  Hab-  ii.  20,  and  1  Mac.  1.  3. 
C. — Habitationt  becoming  man.  M. 

CHAP.  in.  Ver.  1.  JesuSj  or  Josue,  the  son  of  Jasedec,  the  high  priest  of 
that  time.  Ch. — To  him  this  literally  refers.  W._As  high  priest,  he  represented 
the  nation,  whom  several  calumniated  to  Darius.  1  Esd.  iv..  ice.  God  represses 
the  adversary,  and  adorns  his  people.  C. — Satan.  Sept.  "  the  devil;"  the  accuser 
and  calumniator.  Apoc.  xii.  10. 

Ver.  2.  The  Lord  said.  This,  may  refer  to  the  angel,  or  to  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  Psal.  cix.  Both  are  ityled  Jehovah.— Brand,  alluding  to  the  nation,  or  to 
Jots.    Have  not  they  suffered  enough?  Amos  iv.  11.  C. 

Vbr.  3.    Garments.    Negligence*  and  Bins.  Ch. 

Vek.  4.  Change,  s»f*h  as  were  worn  on  festivals.  This  showed  that  the  people 
should  excbaxire  adversity  for  joy. 

Ver.  5.    Mitre,  (cydarim,)  the  pontiff s  tiara,  of  byssu*.  Exod.  xxviii.  A. 

Vbr.  7.  Judge.  The  high  priests  were  at  the  head  till  the  Machsbees.  Jos. 
.'ait.  xi.  4,  and  xx.  8.— Vet  the  nation  was,  (C.)  rill  Simon,  (H.)  always  depend- 
not  ;  and  the  judges  were  under  foreign  kings  or  governors.  C. — Give  thee,  &c. 
Angels  to  attend  and  assist  thee.  Ch.  C — Of  them.  Sept  "who  shall  converse 
In  :he  midst  of  these  who  stand"  (H.)  :  thy  children  shall  succeed  in  the  pontifi- 
!«to.  Thcod- 

""BR.  8.    Portending  men.    That  is,  men  who  by  words  and  actions  are  to 
'tr-show  wonders  that  are  to  come  (Ch.) ;  or  rather  they  require  prodigies  before 
tfcrj  will  tako  courage  to  build  the  temple ;  or  they  understand  how  to  explain 
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6  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  protested  to  Jesus,  saying : 

7  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  iiosts :  If  thou  wilt  walk  in 
my  ways,  and  keep  my  charge,  thou  also  shalt  judge  my 
house,  and  shalt  keep  my  courts,  and  I  will  give  thee 
some  of  them  that  are  now  present  here  to  walk  icuh 
thee. 

8  Hear,  0  Jesus,  thou  high  priest,  thou  and  thy  friends 
that  dwell  before  thee,  for  they  are  portending  men :  for 
behold,  *1  will  bring  my  servant,  the  Orient. 

9  For  behold  the  stone  that  1  have  laid  before  Jesus : 
upon  one  stone  there  are  seven  eyes :  behold,  I  will  grave 
the  graving  thereof,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  and  1  will 
take  away  the  iniquity  of  that  land  in  one  day. 

10  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  every  man 
shall  call  his  friend  under  the  vine,  and  under  the  fig- tree. 

CHAP.  IV. 

The  vision  of  the  golden  candlestick  and  seven  lamps,  and  of  the  two  olive-trees. 
Zorobabel  shall  finish  the  building  of  the  temple. 

AND  the  angel  that  spoke  in  me  came  again :  and 
he  waked  me,  as  a  man  that  is  wakened  out  of  his 
sleep.  1  *  *  '     •  r 

2  And  he  said  to  me  :  What  seest  thou  ?  And  I  said  : 
I  have  looked,  and  behold  a  candlestick  all  of  gold,  and 
its  lamp  upon  the  top  of  it :  and  the  seven  lights  thereof 
upon  it :  and  seven  funnels  for  the  lights  that  were  upon 
the  top  thereof. 

3  And  two  olive-trees  over  it :  one  upon  the  right  side 
of  the  lamp,  and  the  other  upon  the  left  side  thereof. 

4  And  I  answered,  and  said  to  the  angel  that  spoke  in 
me,  saying:  What  are  these  things,  my  lord? 

5  And  the  angel  that  spoke  in  me  answered,  and  said 
to  me :  Knowest  thou  not  what  these  things  are  ?  And  I 
said  :  No,  my  lord. 

6  And  he  answered,  and  spoke  to  me,  saying  :  This  is 
the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Zorobabel,  saying :  Not  with  an 
army,  nor  by  might :  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts. 

7  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain,  before  Zorobabel  ? 


*  Luke  i.  75. 


such  things.  C— Oriekt;  Christ,  who  according  to  his  humanity  is  the  servant 
of  God,  la  called  the  Orient,  from  his  rising  like  the  sun  in  the  east  to  enlighten 
the  world.  Ch.— S.  Luke  explains  this  of  Christ,  (W.)  recording  the  words  of 
Zacharias.  H-— Christ's  birth  was  most  pure.    He  gave  light  to  the  world. 

Ver.  9.  The  stone.  Another  emblem  of  Christ,  the  rock,  foundation,  and 
corner-stone  of  his  Church. — Eyes,  The  manifold  providence  of  Christ  over  his 
Church,  or  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Ch.— Grave.  Sept.  "  dig  a  pit." 
The  rest  agree  with  us.  Christ  adorns  and  instructs  his  Church.  C. — Day.  The 
day  of  the  passion  of  Christ,  the  source  of  all  our  good ;  when  this  precious  stone 
shall  be  graved,  that  is,  cut  and  pierced  with  whips,  thorns,  nails,  and  spear.  Ch. 

CHAP.  IV.  Vbr.  1.    Again.    He  haa  been  with  Jesus.  Chap.  iii.  C. 

Veh.  2.  A  candlestick,  &c.  The  temple  of  God  that  was  then  in  building ; 
and  in  a  more  sublime  sense,  the  Church  of  Christ.  Ch. — Some,  with  the  Jews, 
apply  this  to  the  synagogue :  but  most  explain  ft  of  the  Church,  the  lamp  denoting 
Christ,  and  the  seven  lights  all  his  pastors ;  the  two  olives,  Enoch  and  Ellas.  Apoc. 
xL  W. — The  angel  explains  the  latter  of  Jesus  and  Zorobabel.  Ver.  14.  C. —  Lamj 
Heb.  golc,  (H.)  a  round  vessel  for  oil.  H. 

Ver.  5.    Are?    Thou  art  n  prophet,  and  art  thou  ignorant?  M. 

Vbr.  6.  To  Zorobabel.  This  vision  was  in  favour  of  Zorobabel.  to  assure  hlrr 
of  success  in  the  building  of  the  temple,  which  he  had  begun,  signified  by  the  can- 
dlestick; the  lamp  of  which,  without  any  other  industry,  was  supplied  with  oil 
dropping  from  the  two  olive  trees,  and  distributed  by  the  seven  funnels  or  pipes,  to 
maintain  the  seven  lights.  Ch. — Spirit,  represented  by  the  eyes.  The  Meseias 
would  receive  the  fulness  of  this  spirit.  Isa-  xi.  2.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Great  mountain.  So  he  calls  the  opposition  made  by  the  enemies  o( 
God's  people;  which,  nevertheless,  without  any  army  or  might  on  their  side,  was 
quashed  by  Divine  Providence.  Ch. — It  may  also  mean  Sion  covered  with  ruins. — 
Chief;  either  the  first  or  the  last  stone.  C. — Equal  grace.  Shall  add  grace  to 
grace,  or  beauty  to  beauty.  Ch. — He  shall  greatly  adorn  it.  Heb.  "  when  the? 
shall  lift  it  (the  stone)  up,"  they  will  exclaim:  Let  it      agreeable  and  loved."  C 


Chap.  V. 


ZACHARIAS. 


Chap.  VI 


thou  shalt  become  a  plain :  and  he  shall  bring  out  the 
chief  stone,  and  shall  give  equal  grace  to  the  grace 

thereof : 

S  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying : 

9  The  hands  of  Zorobabel  have  laid  the  foundations  of 
this  house,  and  his  hands  shall  finish  it:  and  you  shall 
know  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent  me  to  you. 

10  For  who  hath  despised  little  days?  and  they  shall 
rejoice,  and  shall  see  the  tin  plummet  in  the  hand  of 
Zorobabel.  These  are  the  seven  eyes  of  the  Lord,  that 
run  to  and  fro  through  the  whole  earth. 

11  And  I  answered,  and  said  to  him;  What  are  these 
two  olive-trees  upon  the  right  side  of  the  candlestick,  and 
upon  the  left  side  thereof  ?  I 

12  And  I  answered  again,  and  said  to  him :  What  are  1 
the  two  olive  branches,  that  are  by  the  two  golden  beaks, 
in  which  are  the  funnels  of  gold  ? 

13  And  he  spoke  to  me,  saying:  Knoweat  thou  not 
what  these  are  ?  And  1  said :  No,  my  lord. 

1  4  And  he  said :  These  are  two  sons  of  oil,  who  stand 
before  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth. 

CHAP.  V. 

The  vision  of  the  flying  volume,  and  of  the  woman  in  the  vessel. 

AND  I  turned,  and  lifted  up  my  eyes :  and  I  saw, 
and  behold  a  volume  rtying: 

2  And  he  said  to  me :  What  seest  thou  ?  And  I  said ; 
I  see  a  volume  flying :  the  length  thereof  is  twenty  cubits, 
and  the  breadth  thereof  ten  cubits. 

3  And  he  said  to  me :  This  is  the  curse,  that  goeth 
forth  over  the  face  of  the  earth :  for  every  thief  shall  be 
judged,  as  is  there  written :  and  every  one  that  sweareth, 
in  like  manner  shall  be  judged  by  it. 

4  I  will  bring  it  forth,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  and  it 
shall  come  to  the  house  of  the  thief,  and  to  the  house  of 
him  that  sweareth  falsely  by  my  name :  and  it  shall  re- 
main in  the  midst  of  his  house,  and  shall  consume  it,  with 
the  timber  thereof,  and  the  stones  thereof. 

5  And  the  angel  went  forth  that  spoke  in  me :  and  he 


said  to  me :  Lift  up  thy  eyes,  and  see  what  this  is,  thai 
goeth  forth. 

6  And  I  said:  What  is  it?  And  he  said:  This  is  a 
vessel  going  forth.  And  he  said  :  This  is  their  eye  in  all 
the  earth. 

7  And  behold,  a  talent  of  lead  was  carried,  and  behold, 
a  woman  fitting  in  the  midst  of  the  vessel. 

8  And  he  said :  This  is  wickedness.  And  he  cast  her 
into  the  midst  of  the  vessel,  and  cast  the  weight  of  lead 
upon  the  mouth  thereof. 

9  And  I  lifted  up  my  eyes,  and  looked :  and  behold, 
there  came  out  two  women,  and  wind  was  in  their  wings, 
and  they  had  wings  like  the  wings  of  a  kite :  and  they 
lifted  up  the  vessel  between  the  earth  and  the  heaven. 

10  And  I  said  to  the  angel  that  spoke  in  me  :  Whither 
do  these  carry  the  vessel  ? 

11  And  he  said  to  me :  That  a  house  may  be  built  for 
it  in  the  land  of  Sennaar,  and  that  it  may  be  established, 
and  set  there  upon  its  own  basis. 

CHAP.  VI. 

The  vision  of  the  four  chariots.    Crowns  are  ordered  for  Jesus,  Che  high 

priest,  as  a  type  of  Christ. 

A  ND  I  turned,  and  lifted  up  my  eyes,  and  saw :  and 
behold  four  chariots  came  out  from  the  midst  of  two 
mountains :  and  the  mountains  were  mountains  of  brass. 

2  In  the  first  chariot  were  red  horses,  and  in  the 
second  chariot  black  horses, 

3  And  in  the  third  chariot  white  horses,  and  in  the 
fourth  chariot  grisled  horses,  and  strong  ones. 

4  And  I  answered,  and  said  to  the  angel  that  spoke  in 
me :  What  are  these,  my  lord  ? 

5  And  the  angel  answered,  and  said  to  me :  These  are 
the  four  winds  of  the  heaven,  which  go  forth  to  stand  be- 
fore the  Lord  of  all  the  earth. 

6  That,  in  which  were  the  black  horses,  went  forth  into 
the  land  of  the  north,  and  the  white  went  forth  after  them  : 
and  the  grisled  went  forth  to  the  land  of  the  south. 

7  And  they  that  were  most  strong,  went  out,  and 


Vbh.  10.  Little  days.  That  is,  these  small  and  feeble  beginnings  of  the  tem- 
ple of  God.  Ch.— Ye  of  little  faith  shall  rejoice  when  you  shall  behold  Zorobabel 
surmounting  all  difficulties.  C. — Plummet.  Lit.  "the  stone  of  tin."  He  means 
the  builder's  plummet,  which  Zorobabel  shall  hold  in  his  hand  for  the  finishing 
the  building.  Ch.— The  Heb.  style  all  weights  stones.  Dent.  xxv.  13.  C. — Eyes. 
The  providence  of  God.  that  oversees  and  orders  all  things  (Ch.) ;  or  the  assistance 
of  the  seven  chief  angels.  Tob.  xii.  15;  Apoc  L  4.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Two  sons  of  oil.  That  is,  the  two  anointed  ones  of  the  Lord;  viz- 
Jesus,  the  high  priest,  and  Zorobabel,  the  prince.  Ch— The  Hebrews  have  not 
many  adjectives.  Thus  they  say,  the  son  of  perdition,  for  a  lost  son.  sept.  "  sons 
of  fatness."  Aq.  and  Th.  "of  splendour;"  two  illustrious  personages.  H.— One 
was  head  in  religious,  the  other  in  civil  matters.  0. — Jesus  and  Zorobabel  were  to 
repair  the  damages  done  by  the  Chaldeans.  They  were  assisted  by  the  seven 
administering  spirits.  Heb.  i.  14-  C. 

CHAP.  V.  Ver.  1.  Eyes  of  the  soul.  M. — Volume.  That  is,  a  parchment, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  ancient  books,  which,  from  being  rolled  up,  were 
called  volumes.  Ch. — Such  are  still  used  in  the  synagogues.  They  were  usually 
written  only  on  one  side.  C. 

Vkr.  2.  Cubits,  alluding  to  Judea,  which  was  twice  as  long  as  it  was  broad. 
M.— Many  explain  'his  vision,  and  that  of  the  women,  (ver.  7,J  of  the  Jews,  i  C.) 
after  S.  Jerom.  H.— But  it  seems  rather  to  denote  the  Chaldeans,  whose  sentence 
had  been  long  pronounced,  and  who  were  punished  by  the  Persians  and  by  the 
Greeks,  as  by  two  women.  If  we  understand  the  Jews,  their  iniquity  was  chas- 
tised by  the  Assyrians  and  Chaldeans.  C. 

Ver.  4.  Thief.  Xabuchodoiiosor  is  often  so  styled.  Jer.  iv.  7.  This  title 
composes  all  the  injuries  done  to  man,  as  he  that  sweareth  falsely  refers  to  those 
where  God's  honour  is  concerned  (C.)  more  immediately.  H. 

Ver.  6.  Vtssel.  Heb.  epha.  C.—Eye.  This  is  what  they  fix  their  eye  upon : 
or  this  is  a  resemblance  and  figure  of  them,  viz.  of  sinners.  Ch. — Prot.  "  resem- 
blance." H.— This  is  their  picture,  C. 

Ver.  7.    Talent,  or  weight,  <H.)  called  a  stone,  ver.  8.— r-jje/.  like  the  Idol 

CHsOpM 


Ver.  9.  Women.  They  often  represent  nations;  and  here  the  Jews  under- 
stand the  Medes  and  Greeks",  who  punished  the  Chaldeans.  S.  Jerom  rather  thinks 
that  the  Assyrians  and  Chaldeans  are  meant,  carrying  away  Israel  and  Juda.  Yet 
the  former  supposition  seems  preferable,  as  the  woman  in  the  vessel  signified  the 
wickedness  of  Babylon. 

Ver.  11.  The'land  of  Sennaar,  where  Babel  «r  Babylon  built  (Gen.  ix.) ; 
where  note  that  Babylon,  in  holy  writ,  is  often  taken  for  the  city  of  the  devil,  (that 
Is,  for  the  whole  congregation  of  the  wicked,)  as  Jerusalem  13  taken  for  the  city 
and  people  of  God.  Ch. — The  Chaldeans  are  driven  from  the  countries  which  they 
had  seized,  and  confined  to  their  own  territory,  by  the  Persians  and  Greeks ;  or,  if 
we  explain  it  of  the  Jews,  many  of  them  remained  at  Babylon,  and  did  not  return 
to  defile  their  own  country.  Only  those  whose  hearts  were  touched  by  God 
returned.  1  Esd.  i.  5.  C. 

CHAP.  VI.  Ver.  1.  Four  chariots.  The  four  great  empires  of  the  Chal- 
deans, Persians,  Grecians,  and  Romans;  or,  perhaps,  by  the  fourth  chariot  are 
represented  the  kings  of  Egypt  and  of  Asia,  the  descendants  of  Ptolemens  and 
Seleucus.  Ch.  See  Dan.  11.  YV\— The  chariots  seem  to  represent  the  same  thing  as 
the  four  horns,  fchap.  i.  18,)  namely,  the  punishment  of  the  four  empires.  The 
angel  says  nothing  of  the  first  chariot,  as  the  Chaldeans,  who  overthrew  the  Assy- 
rians, were  now  devoid  of  power. — Braes,  or  hard;  signifying  that  the  chariots 
were  designed  to  bruise  nations.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Winds.  These  angels  go  throughout  the  world  to  punish.  Dan.  x. 
18.  We  commonly  suppose  the  tutelar  angels  to  be  for  the  defence  of  their  king- 
doms. C.™ But  they  may  often  promote  our  real  welfare  by  chastisements.  H. 

Ver.  6.  North.  So  Babylon  is  called,  becnuse  it  lay  to  the  north  in  respect 
of  Jerusalem.  The  black  horses,  that  is,  the  Medes  and  Persians,  and  after  them 
Alexander  and  his  Greeks,  signified  by  the  white  horses,  went  thither  because  they 
conquered  Babylon,  executed  upon  it  the  judgments  of  God,  whicn  is  aignif  cd, 
ver.  8,  by  the  expression  of  quieting  his  spirit.  Ch.— South:  Egypt,  which  laj 
to  the  south  of  Jerusalem,  and  was  occupied  first  by  Ptolemens,  and  then  by  thf 
Romans.  Ch. 

Vqr.  7.    Strong.   Sept.  "  variegated ; "  faoot,  (H.)  sturnini.  S.  Jer.— Jiarth 


Chap.  VII. 


ZACHARIAS. 


Chap.  VIII. 


lou^ht  to  go,  and  to  run  to  and  fro  through  all  the  earth. 
And  he  said :  Go,  walk  throughout  the  earth :  and  they 
walked  throughout  the  earth. 

8  And  he  called  me,  and  spoke  to  me,  saying  :  Behold, 
they  that  go  forth  into  the  land  of  the  north,  have  quieted 
my  spirit  in  the  land  of  the  north. 

9  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying : 

10  Take  of  them  of  the  captivity,  of  Holdai,  and  of 
Tobias,  and  of  Idaias ;  thou  shalt  come  in  that  day,  and 
shalt  go  into  the  house  of  Josias,  the  son  of  Sophonias, 
who  came  out  of  Babylon. 

11  And  thou  shalt  take  gold  and  silver:  and  shalt 
make  crowns,  and  thou  shalt  set  them  on  the  head  of 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Josedec,  the  high  priest. 

12  And  thou  shalt  speak  to  him,  saying:  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  saying:  'Behold  a  man,  the  Orient 
is  his  name  :  and  under  him  shall  he  spring  up,  and 
shall  build  a  temple  to  the  Lord. 

13  Yea,  he  shall  build  a  temple  to  the  Lord  :  and  he 
shall  bear  the  glory,  and  shall  sit,  and  rule  upon  his 
throne  :  and  he  shall  be  a  priest  upon  his  throne,  and  the 
counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between  them  both. 

14  And  the  crowns  shall  be  to  Helem,  and  Tobias,  and 
Idaias,  and  to  Hem,  the  son  of  Sophonias,  a  memorial  in 
the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

15  And  they  that  are  far  off,  shall  come,  and  shall 
build  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord :  and  you  shall  know  that 
the  Lord  of  hosts  sent  me  to  you.  But  this  shall  come  to 
pass,  if  hearing,  you  will  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  your 

God. 

CHAP.  VII. 

The  people  inquire  concerning  fasting :  they  are  admonished  to  fast  from  sin. 

ANDb  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fourth  year  of  king  Da- 
rius, that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Zacharias, 
in  the  fourth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  which  is  Casleu. 

2  When  Sarasar,  and  Rogommelech,  and  the  men  that 
were  with  him,  sent  to  the  house  of  God,  to  entreat  the 
face  of  the  Lord  : 

3  To  speak  to  the  priests  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  and  to  the  prophets,  saying :  Must  I  weep  in  the 


»  Luke  i.  78.— *»  A.  M.  M87.— •  In.  Iviii.  5. 


This  well  describes  the  ambition  and  power  of  the  Selencides,  particularly  of  An- 
tiochus  the  Great,  (C.)  or  of  the  Roman  generals  down  to  (  'aesar.  M. 

Van.  8.  Spirit.  Sept.  "wrath  or  fury."  H.— Nabopolassar  overcame  the 
Assyrians,  Cyrus  the  Chaldeans,  as  Alexander  would  shortly  treat  the  Persians. 

Tbr.  10.  Holdai,  &c.  They  had  brought  present*  for  the  temple,  which  are 
to  be  used  to  make  crowns  for  Jesus  and  Zorobabel.  Ver.  13.  C— The  named  are 
interpreted  by  the  Sept.  "  of  the  princes  and  of  its  useful  things,  and  of  those  who 
have  known  it.  (captivity, )  and  thou,"  <fcc.  H. — Helem  and  Hem  are  afterwards 
mettioned  instead  of  Holdai.  Ver.  14.  S.  Jer. 

Van.  1!.  Crowns.  Chal.  "a  great  crown."  Sept.  ver.  14,  "a  crown."— 
Jesus.  When  the  prophet  set  the  crown  on  the  high  priest's  head,  in  order  to  show 
that  it  did  not  belong  to  him,  except  us  a  figure  of  the  Messlas,  he  added,  behold  a 
matt,  who  is  also  God,  called  Orient,  or  "raising  op,"  and  establishing  the  king- 
dom, which  wai  promised  to  David.  S.  Jer.  W. 

Ver.  12  Orient.  Prot.  "the  Branch,  and  he  shall  grow  up  out  of  his 
place."  H. — Heb.  "under  or  from  himself."  This  alludes  to  the  miraculous  birth 
of  Christ,  (fsa.  xi.  1,;  whom  the  prophet  had  principally  in  view. 

Ver.  13.  Glory.  Sept.  "  virtuo,"  or  "receive  strength"  and  courage, 
aotrqv  (H) ;  or  one  of  the  crowns,  as  prince  of  Juda.  Ver.  10.  C.—Moth.  That 
j,  he  shall  unite  in  himself  the  two  offices  or  dignities  of  king  and  priest.  Oh. 

Ver.  14.  Hflem.  Sept.  11  the  crown  shall  be  for  those  who  expect  him."  H. 
•—Hem.  Sept.  "  for  grace."  Heb.  en.  S.  Jer. — Thus  proper  names  are  frequently 
interpreted.  H. — The  crowns  were  not  to  be  worn,  but  to  be  deposited  in  the 
temple.  1  Mac.  i.  23.  C— The  names  of  those  four  who  had  contributed  towards 
their  making,  were  to  be  inscribed  upon  them.  Helem  and  Hem  are  the  same  with 
Holdai  and  Josias-  M. 

Van.  15.  Off.  Many  Jews  now  assisted  in  the  building,  coming  from  all 
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fifth  month,  or  must  I  sanctify  myself,  as  I  have  now  done* 
for  many  years  ? 

4  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  came  to  me,  saying ; 

5  Speak  to  all  the  people  of  the  land,  and  to  the  priests, 
saying:  'When  you  fasted,  and  mourned  in  the  fifth  and 
the  seventh  month  for  these  seventy  years,  did  you  keep  a 
fast  unto  me  ? 

6  And  when  you  did  eat  and  drink,  did  you  not  eat  for 
yourselves,  and  drink  for  yourselves? 

7  Are  not  these  the  words  which  the  Lord  spoke  by 
the  hand  of  the  former  prophets,  when  Jerusalem  as  yet 
was  inhabited,  and  was  wealthy,  both  itself  and  the  citie? 
round  about  it,  and  there  were  inhabitants  towards  the 
south,  and  in  the  plain? 

8  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Zacharias,  saying : 

9  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  saying :  d  Judge  ye  tru« 
judgment,  and  show  ye  mercy,  and  compassion,  every 
man  to  his  brother. 

10  eAnd  oppress  not  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless 
and  the  stranger,  and  the  poor :  and  let  not  a  man  devise 
evil  in  his  heart  against  his  brother. 

1 1  But  they  would  not  hearken,  and  they  turned  away 
the  shoulder  to  depart :  and  they  stopped  their  ears,  not  to 
hear. 

12  And  they  made  their  heart  as  the  adamant  stone, 
lest  they  should  hear  the  law,  and  the  words  which  the 
Lord  of  hosts  sent  in  his  spirit  by  the  hand  of  the  former 
prophets :  so  a  great  indignation  came  from  the  Lord  of 
hosts. 

13  And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  he  spoke,  and  they 
heard  not :  so  shall  they  cry,  and  I  will  not  hear,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

14  And  I  dispersed  them  throughout  all  kingdoms, 
which  they  knew  not :  and  the  land  was  left  desolate  be- 
hind him,  so  that  no  man  passed  through  or  returned :  and 
they  changed  the  delightful  land  into  a  wilderness. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Joyful  promises  to  Jerusalem  ;  fully  verified  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 

AND  the  word  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  came  to  im, 
saying:  >u 


"  Mic.  ri.  S ;  Matt.  xxiH.  23.—-  Exod.  xxii.  21 ;  I*a.  L  23  ;  Jer.  v.  2S. 


parts.  The  temple  was  thus  finished  in  four  years'  time;  whereas  Solomon,  with 
all  his  riches  and  workmen,  spent  seven  in  building  one.  C. 

CHAP.  VJI.    Veil  1.  Casleu,  in  our  November  or  December.  C. 

Van.  2.  And.  Sept. /ram  (S.  Jer.);  or,  "to  Bethel  sent  Sarasar  and  Aibe- 
sesar,  the  king,  and  his  men,  to  render  the  face  of  the  Lord  propitious."  H. 

Ver.  3.  The  fifth  month.  They  fasted  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  lifrh  month  ; 
because  on  that  day  the  temple  was  burnt.  Therefore  they  inquire  whether  they 
are  to  continue  that  fast  after  the  temple  is  rebuilt.  See  this  query  answered  ver. 
19  of  the  following  chap.  Ch. 

Ver.  5.  Years,  from  the  ruin  of  the  temple  till  the  fourth  of  Darius.—  Unto  me  ! 
Did  you  grieve  for  the  injury  done  to  me?  or  was  your  sorrow  caused  by  your  owii 
losses?  C— The  fust  was  good,  but  imperfect,  wanting  works  of  charity.  S.  Greg.  W. 

Ver.  6.  Yourselves,  to  gratify  the  senses  more  than  for  necessity,  and  without 
doing  it  for  God's  glory.  H. 

Ver.  7.  Prophets.  He  alludes  to  Isa.  Iviii.  3.  See  also  Jer.  xiv.  12;  Joel  ii. 
13.  The  Jews  were  always  too  much  attached  to  the  letter,  without  minding  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  bemg  zealous  for  corporal  rather  than  for  spiritual  works. — South. 
Several  of  these  cities  were  occupied  by  the  Iduincuns.— Plain,  or  Sephala.  which 
afterwards  became  flourishing  and  populous.  C. 

Ver.  11.    Depart,  so  to  leave  the  burden  on  their  partner,  neb.  C— Lit. 

giving  way;"  rccedentem.  Sixt  V.  recedentts.  Sept.  "they  gw  a  con- 
temptuous back,"  (H.)  like  a  siave,  whom  the  whip  cannot  correct. 
^  Vrr.  13.  So  shall.  It  seems  the  past  time  would  be  preferable ;  as  Theodoret, 
i  ^  u  '  under5tand  u-  C  — Yet  the  Jews,  whom  the  prophet  addressed,  were 
also  reprehensible ;  and  they  or  their  posterity  felt  the  effects  of  God's  indignation, 
when  he  scattered  them  throughout  the  world,  as  we  see  at  present.  Sept.  mm 
the  future;  but  Prot.  the  past  tense,  "they  trial M  &£.  H. 


Chap.  VIII. 


ZACHARIAS. 


V: ..-  ?.  IX. 


2  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  I  have  been  jealous  for 
:  ion  with  a  great  jealousy,  and  with  a  great  indignation 
have  I  been  jealous  for  her. 

3  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  I  am  returned  to  Sion, 
dad  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem  :  and  Jerusalem 
shall  be  called  the  City  of  Troth,  and  the  Mountain  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  the  sanctified  mountain. 

4  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  There  shall  yet  old 
men  and  old  women  dwell  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  : 
and  every  man,  with  his  staff  in  his  hand,  through  multi- 
tude of  days. 

5  And  the  streets  of  the  city  shall  be  full  of  boys  and 
girls,  playing  in  the  streets  thereof. 

6  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  :x  If  it  seem  hard  in  the 
eyes  of  the  remnant  of  this  people  in  those  days,  shall  it  be 
hard  in  my  eyes  ?  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

7  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Behold,  I  will  save  my 
people  from  the  land  of  the  east,  and  from  the  land  of  the 
going  down  of  the  sun. 

8  And  I  will  bring  them,  and  they  shall  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  Jerusalem :  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I 
will  be  their  God  in  truth  and  in  justice. 

9  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Let  your  hands  be 
strengthened,  you  that  hear  in  these  days  these  words  by 
the  mouth  of  the  prophets,  in  the  day  that  the  house  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  was  founded,  that  the  temple  might  be  built. 

10  For  before  those  days  there  was  no  hire  for  men, 
neither  was  there  hire  for  beasts,  neither  was  there  peace 
to  him  that  came  in,  nor  to  him  that  went  out,  because  of 
the  tribulation :  and  I  let  all  men  go  every  one  against 

his  neighbour. 

11  But  now  I  will  not  deal  with  the  remnant  of  this 

people  according  to  the  former  days,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts. 

12  But  there  shall  be  the  seed  of  peace :  the  vine  shall 
yield  her  fruit,  and  the  earth  shall  give  her  increase,  and 
the  heavens  shall  give  their  dew :  and  I  will  cause  the 
remnant  of  this  people  to  possess  all  these  things. 

13  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  as  you  were  a  curse 
among  the  Gentiles,  0  house  of  Juda  and  house  of  Israel, 
so  will  1  save  you,  and  you  shall  be  a  blessing;  fear  not, 
let  your  hands  be  strengthened. 

14  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  :  As  I  purposed  to 
afflict  you,  when  your  fathers  had  provoked  me  to  wrath, 
saith  the  Lord, 


CHAP.  VIII.  Teh.  2.  Jealous  for  her,  treating  her  a*  a  spouse,  (C.)  and 
not  neglecting  her  as  one  incorrigible.  H . 

Ver,  3.  Truth.  Idols  and  infidelity  shall  reign  there  no  more.  The  Jews 
were  more  faithful  after  iho  captivity.  Bat  the  Church  of  Christ  is  alone  perfectly 
chaste.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Sun,  from  CbaMea  and  the  island*.  This  cbiofly  regard*  tht  Chris- 
tian Church.  C 

Ver.  8.    Justice.    I  will  fulfil  my  promises,  if  they  adhere  to  virtue.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Hire,  or  "reward;"  mere/.'.  H  —  All  their  toils  proved  useless: 
(C.)  the  land  would  not  yield  her  fruit.  H.  See  Agg.  ii.  16 — Neighbour.  Civil 
broils  and  the  enemy  rendered  all  wretched.  1  Esd.  iv. 

Ver.  17.  Friend  means  oveiy  neighbour,  or  all  mankind.  Luke  x.  27,  30. 
Even  thought*  must  be  guarded.  C. 

Ver.  19.  Fast.  They  lasted  on  th#  ninth  day  of  the  fourth  month,  because 
on  that  day  Nabuchodonosor  took  Jerusalem.  Jer.  lii.  6.  On  the  tenth  day  of  the 
vfth  month,  because  on  that  day  the  temple  wan  burnt.  Jer.  lii.  12.  On  the 
Aird  dav  of  the  seventh  month,  for  the  minder  of  Godolios.  Jer.  xli.  2.  And  on 
'ixe  tenth  dav  of  the  te*tk  month,  because  on  that  day  the  Chaldeans  began  to 
txafege  Jerusalem.  4  Kings  xxv.  I.  All  these  fasts,  if  they  will  be  obedient  for 
future,  shall  be  ehanzed  I  as  la  here  promised)  into  joyful  solemnities.  Ch.— 
-  xi  Jew*  fcUll  observe  all  four.  Basmige  v.  16. 


15  And  I  had  no  inercy :  so,  turning  again,  I  have 
thought  in  these  days  to  do  good  to  the  house  of  Juda,  and 

Jerusalem :  fear  not. 

16  These  then  are  the  things  which  you  shall  do: 
•Speak  ye  truth  every  one  to  his  neighbour;  judge  ye 
truth  and  judgment  of  peace  in  }rour  gates. 

17  And  let  none  of  you  imagine  evil  in  your  hearts 
against  his  friend  ;  and  love  not  a  false  oath ;  for  all  these 
are  the  things  that  I  hate,  saith  the  Lord. 

18  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  came  to  me, 
saying : 

19  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  The  fast  of  the  fourth 
month,  and  the  fast  of  the  fifth,  and  the  fast  of  the  seventh, 
and  the  fast  of  the  tenth,  shall  be  to  the  house  of  Juda  joy 
and  gladness,  and  great  solemnities ;  only  love  ye  truth 
and  peace. 

20  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Until  people  come 
and  dwell  in  many  cities, 

21  And  the  inhabitants  go  one  to  another,  saying :  Let 
us  go,  and  entreat  the  face  of  the  Lord,  and  let  us  seek  * 
the  Lord  of  hosts  :  I  also  will  go. 

22  And  many  peoples  and  strong  nations  shall  come  to 
seek  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  Jerusalem,  and  to  entreat  the 
face  of  the  Lord. 

23  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  In  those  days,  wherein 
ten  men  of  all  languages  of  the  Gentiles  shall  take  hold,  and 
shall  hold  fast  the  skirt  of  one  that  is  a  Jew,  saying :  We 
will  go  with  you ;  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you. 

CHAP.  IX. 

God  inX  defend  kie  Church,  and  bring  over  even  her  enemies  to  the  faith. 
The  meek  coming  of  Christ,  to  briny  peace,  to  deliver  the  captives  by  hie 
blood,  and  to  give  us  all  good  things. 

THE  burden  of  the  word  of  the  Lord,  in  the  land  of 
Hadrach,  and  of  Damascus  the  rest  thereof ;  for  the 
eye  of  man,  and  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  is  the  Lords. 

2  Emath  also,  in  the  borders  thereof,  and  Tyre,  and 
Sidon ;  for  they  have  taken  to  themselves  to  be  exceeding 

wise.  v»****t**»w  r\'  '  mrj/Tnufliitf 

3  And  Tyre  hath  built  herself  a  strong  hold,  and 
heaped  together  silver  as  earth,  and  gold  as  the  mire  of  the 
streets. 

4  Behold  the  Lord  shall  possess  her,  and  shall  strike 
her  strength  in  the  sea,  and  she  shall  be  devoured  with  fire. 

5  Ascalon  shall  see,  and  shall  fear,  and  Gaza,  and  shall 

•  Ephe*.  It.  SS. 


Vbr.  22.  Lord.  Many  were  converted  in  the  daya  of  Esther  (viil.  17)  ;  and 
the  Pharisees  were  eajer  to  make  proselytes  in  all  part*,  when  Christ  preached. 
Matt,  xxiii.  15  ;  Acta  11  11.  Vet  we  must  go  to  the  Church  to  see  this  folly 
accomplished.  C. 

Vek.  23.    Ten  men,  &c.     Many  of  the  Gentiles  became  proselyte*  to  the 

Jewish  religion  before  Christ ;  but  maay  more  were  converted  to  Christ  by  the 
aposliea  and  other  preachers  of  the  Jewish  nation.  Ch. — Skirt,  or  hem,  by  which 
the  Jews  were  distinguished.  Nam.  xv.  39  :  Mett.  ix.  20.  C. 

CHAP.  IX.  Vbr.  L  Surdm.  Preaching  of  the  truth  is  di^greeeblf*  to 
infidels,  and  light  to  the  faHliful.  W.— Hadrach  ;  Syria,  (Ch.)  or  a  city  nwr 
Damascus,  on  which  it  rested.  Tha  victories  of  Alexander  and  of  the  M achab*e> 
are  here  described.  C— J?eit.  Sept.  "  his  sacrifice,  for  the  Lord  looks  oa  men 
and  on  all  the  tribes  of  Israel."  H.— He  wishes  for  the  conversM'n  of  ail,  and  those 
who  turn  to  him  are  not  rejected.  S.  Jer. 

Vek.  2.    Emath,  or  Emesa,  not  far  from  Damascus.  C— It  ehaU  also  fell  a 
1  prey  to  Alexander.  H.—  Tyre  was  become  again  very  rich  and  stroncr.  (CO  nsd 
gioried  in  it*  wisdom  ;  yet  w&s  taken  after  a  long  and  obstinate  resistance  (H.)  of 
seven  months,  when  the  inhabitants  were  slain  or  sold,  the  city  demolished,  and 
the  ships  sunk.  Curt.  4.  Usher,  A.  3672. 

Ver.  5.  Ascalon  was  ruined.  The  other  cuiea  opened  their  gsttft,  oa  Jera- 
sidein  did.  Jos.  Ant.  xi.  ult. 

39? 


Chap.  IX. 


ZACHARIAS. 
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be  very  sorrowful :  and  Accaron,  because  her  hope  is  con- 
founded :  and  the  king  shall  perish  from  Gaza,  and  Asca- 
lon  shall  not  be  inhabited. 

6  And  the  divider  shall  sit  in  Azotus,  and  I  will  destroy 
the  pride  of  the  Philistines. 

7  And  I  will  take  away  his  blood  out  of  his  mouth,  and 
hi3  abominations  from  between  his  teeth ;  and  even  Lj 
shall  be  left  to  our  God,  and  he  shall  be  as  a  governor  in 
Juda,  and  Accaron  as  a  Jel'usite. 

8  And  I  will  encompass  my  house  with  them  that  serve 
me  in  war,  going  and  returning,  and  the  oppressor  shall 
no  more  pass  through  them;  for  now  I  have  seen  with 
my  eyes. 

9  'Rejoice  greatly,  0  daughter  of  Sion,  shout  for  joy, 
O  daughter  of  Jerusalem  :  Behold  thy  King  will  come 
to  thee,  the  just  and  saviour :  he  is  poor,  and  riding  upon 
an  ass,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass. 

10  And  I  will  destroy  the  chariot  out  of  Ephraim,  and 
the  horse  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  bow  for  war  shall  be 
broken  :  and  he  shall  speak  peace  to  the  Gentiles,  and  his 
power  shall  be  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  rivers  even 
to  the  end  of  the  earth. 

11  Thou  also,  by  the  blood  of  thy  testament,  hast  sent 
forth  thy  prisoners  out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no  water. 

12  Return  to  the  strong  hold,  ye  prisoners  of  hope,  I 
wil!  render  thee  double,  as  I  declare  to-day. 

13  Because  I  have  bent  Juda  for  me  as  a  bow,  I  have 
*il!ed  Ephraim ;  and  ^1  will  raise  up  thy  sons,  O  Sion, 
above  thy  sons,  O  Greece,  and  I  will  make  thee  as  the 
sword  of  the  might}'. 

14  And  the  Lord  God  shall  be  seen  over  them,  and  his 
dart  shall  go  forth  as  lightning ;  and  the  Lord  God  will 
sound  the  trumpet,  and  go  in  the  whirlwind  of  the  south.' 

15  The  Lord  of  hosts  will  protect  them  :  and  they  shall 
devour,  and  subdue  with  the  stones  of  the  sling :  and 

*  Iia.  hnL  II;  Mai-  xxl-  5- 


Vet..  6.  Divider.  Eeb.  mamzer  ;  "bastard,"  or  rather  stranger."  The 
sequel  seems  tf»  show  that  the  Jews,  See.  occupied  the  towns  of  the  Philistine 
ender  the  Machabees.  L'hal.  Grot.  C. 

Vbr.  7.  blood.    It  is  spoken  of  the  Philistines,  and  particularly  of  Azotus, 

(whore  the  temple  of  Dagon  was.)  and  contains  a  prophecy  of  the  conversion  of 
that  peopht  from  their  bloody  sacrifices  and  abominations  to  the  worship  of  the 
true  God.  Ch. — Governor,  or  city  of  a  thousand  (C.) :  Heb.  alup.  Mic.  v.  '2.  H. 
— Jebusite.  They  probably  embraced  the  faith  with  Areuna.  S  Kings  xxiv.  16. 
The  city  wji  formerly  styled  Jehus.  C. 

Vbb.  8.  War;  the  Maclmbee*.  Ch.— They  stood  up  like  &  wall  for  the  people 
aDd  the  temple.  C. — Heb.  "my  house,  on  account  of  those  going,"  ice,  I  will 
protect  it  better  than  un  army.  H. — 'After  the  Machabees,  God  preserved  the  tem- 
ple from  profanation  till  he  abandoned  it  after  the  death  of  Christ.  C. — Oppressor ; 
tax-gath(.rer,  (H.)  sent  by  foreign  tyrant*.  M. — Till  the  Machabees,  particularly 
Hircan,  (C.)  or  Simon,  his  father,  (H.)  threw  off  the  yoke,  the  Jews  were  always 
uubject  (C.)  either  to  the  Persians,  to  Syria,  or  to  Egypt.  H.  C. 

Vbb,  9.  Kisg.  Christ  often  came  to  Jerusalem  ;  but  his  last  entrance,  to 
die  for  man's  redemption,  was  most  excellent.  W. — If  the  Jews  hurt  not  wilfully 
blinded  themselves,  they  could  not  mistake  Him,  as  he  is  here  so  minutely  de- 
scribed, possessing  the  most  humble  and  the  noblest  qualities.  After  predicting 
what  would  befall  the  Jew6  till  about  one  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ, 
the  prophet  turns  to  Him  who  was  the  desire  and  comfort  of  the  nation.  C. — 
Saviour.  Heb.  Jeussa,  (H.)  or  Jesus.  3.  Jer. — Poor ;  or  meek,  as  S.  Matthew 
quotes  It,  after  the  Sept.  and  Chal.  M.  C. — Ass.  6ept.  "yoked  animal,  and  upon  a 
young  foal."  II.— The  former  denotes  the  Jews. 

Vkjl  10.  Chariot.  Arms  shall  be  useless.  Mic.  v.  10. — Earth.  This  can 
be  understood  only  of  Christ's  kingdom,  (C.)  though  it  allude  to  the  greatest  limits 
of  the  promised  land.  H. 

Vbb.  1 1.  Water ;  from  limbo,  (S.  Jer.,  See.  W.  S.  Tho.  3,  p.  q.  62,  a.  1.  C.) 
and  purgatory.  See  S.  Aug.  do  Gen.  xii.  23,  and  Ep.  99.  M. — Christ  delivered  the 
ancient  patriarchs  by  virtue  of  his  covenant,  just  sealed  with  his  blood. 

Vbr.  12.  Hold.  Return  ye,  who  stay  behind,  to  Jerusalem.  God  will  make 
(rood  all  that  you  abandon  ;  or  come,  Judas  has  procured  liberty  for  the  people. 
1  Mac  iv.  Stf  C. — Embrace  the  gospel,  and  enter  the  Church.  M. 

7b».  13.    Juda:  the  Machabees.  S.  Jer. — Filled,  or  6tretcbed  the  bow  of 
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drinking,  they  shall  be  inebriated  as  it  were  with  vine, 
and  they  shall  be  filled  as  bowls,  and  as  the  horns  of  the 
altar. 

16  And  the  Lord,  their  God.  will  save  them  in  that 
day,  as  the  flock  of  his  people :  for  holy  stones  shall  be 
lifted  up  over  his  land. 

17  For  what  is  the  good  thing  of  him,  and  what  is  his 
beautiful  thing,  but  the  com  of  the  elect,  and  wine  spring- 
ing forth  virgins  ? 

CHAP.  X. 

God  is  to  be  sought  to,  and  not  idols.  The  victories  of  his  Church,  which  <.ta£ 

arise  originally  from  tho  Jewish  nation. 

A  SK  ye  of  the  Lord  rain  in  the  latter  season,  and  the 
Lord  will  make  snows,  and  will  give  them  showers 
of  rain,  to  every  one  grass  in  the  field. 

2  For  the  idols  have  spoken  what  was  unprofitable,  and 
the  diviners  have  seen  a  lie,  and  the  dreamers  have  spoken 
vanity ;  they  comforted  in  vain ;  therefore  they  were  led 
away  as  a  flock :  they  shall  be  afflicted,  because  they  have 
no  shenherd. 

_  3  My  wrath  is  kindled  against  the  shepherds,  and  I  will 
visit  upon  the  buck-goats :  for  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath 
visited  his  flock,  the  house  of  Jucla,  and  hath  made  them 
as  the  horse  of  his  glory  in  the  battle. 

4  Out  of  him  shall  come  forth  the  corner,  out  of  him 
the  pin,  out  of  Dim  the  bow  of  battle,  out  of  him  every 
exactor  together. 

5  And  they  shall  be  as  mighty  men,  treading  under 
foot  the  mire  of  the  ways  in  battle ;  and  they  shall  fight, 
because  the  Lord  is  with  them ;  and  the  riders  of  horses 
shall  be  confounded. 

6  And  I  will  strengthen  the  house  of  Juda,  and  save 
the  house  of  Joseph:  and  I  will  bring  them  back  again, 
because  i  will  have  mercy  on  them  :  and  they  shall  be  as 
they  were  when  1  had  cast  them  off,  for  I  am  the  Lord 
their  God,  and  will  hear  them. 


Ephralm.  C— The  people  shall  act  with  vigour  and  union.  H.— Sons  ;  vix.  th«j 
apostles,  who,  in  the  spiritual  way.  connucicd  the  Greeks,  ud  subdued  them  to 
Christ.  Ch.  i 

Vjsk.  14.  Seen.  God  miraculously  muTposed  in  favour  of  the  Machabees, 
and  his  angels  appeared  at  their  head.  1  Mac.  ii.  2*2,  and  v.  2,  and  x.  29,  and  xi 

8,  and  xv.  16. — South,  whence  storms  usually  arise  in  that  country.  Job  xxxrii 

9.  The  angels  confounded  the  enemy.  1  Mac.  x.  30. 
Vbr.  15.    Sling.    At  first  the  Machabees  hed  no  other  weapon.  1  Mac  iv  6 

The  filing  was  much  used.  Judg.  xx.  16.—  Wins.  They  will  shed  tho  blood  of  th* 
enemy  so  abundantly,  and  be  all  besmeared  with  it.  C. 

Vbr.  10.  Holy  stones;  the  apostles,  who  shall  be  as  pillars  and  monument* 
in  the  Church.  Ch. 

Ver.  17.  The  corn,  Sec  His  most  excellent  gift  is  the  blessed  Eucharist, 
called  here  the  corn,  that  is,  the  bread  of  the  elect,  and  the  wine  springing  forty 
virgins,  that  is.  maketh  virgins  to  bud,  or  spring  forth  as  it  were  like  flower* 
among  thorns,  because  it  has  a  wonderful  efficacy  to  give  and  preserve  purity.  Ch. 
— It  enables  the  wc«ik  to  despise  all  things  for  the  sake  of  virtue,  and  makes  them 
fruitful  and  eloquent,  as  the  original  implies.  C.  W.— Those  who  partake  worthily 
of  the  blessed  Eucharist,  become  strong  and  pure.  fc£ — ProL  "  corn  shall  moke 
the  young  men  cheerful,  (mnrg.  grow,  or  speak,)  and  new  wine  the  maids."  H. 
CHAP.  X.  Vkr.  I.    Snows.    Prot.  11  Bright  clouds,"  or  "  lightnings."  H.— 

God  will  presently  grant  your  requests,  after  the  persecution  of  Epiphanes.  C.  

The  latter  season  is  when  fruit  ripeus,  the  acceptable  time  to  sue  for  grace.  W. 

Vek.  2.  Vanity.  Jason  prevailed  on  many  to  imitate  the  Gentiles.  1  Mac. 
i.  12. 

Vbr.  3.  Goats;  the  leaders  of  tho  people.  Jer.  I  8.  C— Juoo  died  in  exile, 
Lysimachus  was  slain  in  the  temple,  Alcimus  perished  miserably,  and  Me&elau* 
was  hurled  among  ashes.  2  Mac.  v.  5,  and  iv.  39,  und  xiii.  4,  and"  1  Mac.  ix.  64. 

Vbr;  4.  Corner,  to  connect  the  building.  The  Machabees  were  not  of  tht 
tribe  of  Juda ;  but  it  was  the  chirt*,  and  gavo  name  to  the  rest.  Juda  was  also  a 
figure  of  Christ,  the  chief  corner-stone,  and  he  should  be  born  of  that  tribe. — Pin, 
to  fasten  down  the  tent,  or  to  hang  things  upon.  These  comparisons  wrre  not 
deemed  mean.  1  Esd.  ix.  8;  Isa.  xxli.  23. 

Vhr.  6.    Joseph     All  the  tribes  shall  embrace  the  gn.nel  at  last   *V.  —Maci, 
from  the  caverns  to  which  they  had  fled. 


ZACHARIAS. 
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7  And  they  shall  be  as  the  valiant  men  of  Ephraim, 
Br  .  their  heart  shall  rejoice  as  through  wine ;  and  their 
children  shall  see,  and  shall  rejoice,  and  their  heart  shall 
be  joyful  in  the  Lord. 

8  I  will  whistle  foe  them,  and  I  will  gather  them  toge- 
ther, because  I  have  redeemed  them :  and  I  will  multiply 
them  as  they  were  multiplied  before. 

9  And  I  will  sow  them  among  peoples :  and  from  afar 
they  shall  remember  me :  and  they  shall  live  with  their 
children,  and  shall  return. 

10  And  I  will  bring  them  back  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  I  will  gather  them  from  among  the  Assyrians ; 
and  will  bring  them  to  the  land  of  Galaad,  and  Libanus, 
and  place  shall  not  be  found  for  them. 

11  And  he  shall  pass  over  the  strait  of  the  sea,  and 
shall  strike  the  waves  in  the  sea,  and  all  the  depths  of  the 
river  shall  be  confounded,  *and  the  pride  of  Assyria  shall 
be  humbled,  and  the  sceptre  of  Egypt  shall  depart. 

12  I  will  strengthen  them  in  the  Lord,  and  they  shall 
walk  in  his  name :  saith  the  Lord. 

CHAP.  XL 

The  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  temple.    God's  dealing*  with  the  Jews, 

and  their  reprobation. 

/~\PEN  thy  gates,  O  Libanus,  and  let  fire  devour  thy 
V/  cedars. 

2  Howl,  thou  fir-tree,  for  the  cedar  is  fallen,  for  the 
mighty  are  laid  waste :  howl,  ye  oaks  of  Basan,  because 
the  fenced  forest  is  cut  down. 

3  The  voice  of  the  howling  of  the  shepherds,  because 
their  glory  is  laid  waste :  the  voice  of  the  roaring  of  the  \ 
lions,  because  the  pride  of  the  Jordan  is  spoiled. 

4  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  my  God  :  Feed  the  flock  of  the 
slaughter. 

5  Which  they  that  possessed,  slew,  and  repented  not, 
and  they  sold  them,  saying:  blessed  be  the  Lord,  we  are 
become  rich  :  and  their  shepherds  spared  them  not. 

6  And  I  will  no  more  spare  the  inhabitants  of  the  land, 
saith  the  Lord :  behold,  I  will  deliver  the  men,  even-  one 
into  his  neighbour's  hand,  and  into  the  hand  of  his  king: 

4  A  pec.  xvi.  12;  1b&.  xL  15. 


and  they  shall  destroy  the  land,  and  I  will  not  deliver  it 

out  of  their  hand. 

7  And  I  will  feed  the  flock  of  slaughter  for  this,  0  ye 
poor  of  the  flock.  And  I  took  unto  me  two  rods,  one*  I 
rnlled  Beauty,  and  the  other  I  called  a  Cord :  and  I  fed 
the  flock. 

8  And  I  cut  off  three  shepherds  in  one  month,  and  my 
soul  was  straitened  in  their  regard :  for  their  soul  also 
varied  in  my  regard. 

9  And  I  said :  I  will  not  feed  you :  that  which  dieth, 
let  it  die  :  and  that  which  is  cut  off,  let  it  be  cut  off:  and 
let  the  rest  devour  every  one  the  flesh  of  his  neighbour. 

L0  And  I  took  my  rod  that  was  called  Beauty,  and  I 
cut  it  asunder  to  make  void  my  covenant,  which  I  had 
made  with  all  people. 

11  And  it  was  made  void  in  that  day:  and  so  the  poor 
of  the  flock  that  keep  for  me,  understood  that  it  is  the 
word  of  the  Lord. 

12  And  I  said  to  them :  If  it  be  good  in  your  eyes, 
bring  hither  rr.y  wages:  and  if  not,  be  quiet.  "And  they 
weighed  for  my  wages  thirty  pieces  of  silver.  x 

13  And  the  Lord  said  to  me :  Cast  it  to  the  statuary,  a 
handsome  price,  that  I  was  priced  at  by  them.  And  I 
took  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver;  and  I  cast  them  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  to  the  statuary. 

14  And  I  cut  off  my  second  rod  that  was  called  a 
Cord,  that  I  might  break  the  brotherhood  between  Juda 
and  Israel. 

15  And  the  Lord  said  to  me:  Take  to  thee  yet  thp 
instruments  of  a  foolish  shepherd. 

16  For  behold  I  will  raise  up  a  shepherd  in  the  land, 
who  shall  not  visit  what  is  forsaken,  nor  seek  what  is 
scattered,  nor  heal  what  is  broken,  nor  nourish  that  which 
standeth.  and  he  shall  eat  the  flesh  of  the  fat  ones,  and 
break  their  hoofs. 

3  7  O  shepherd,  and  idol,  that  forsaketh  the  flock :  the 
sword  upon  his  arm,  and  upon  his  right  eve  :  his  arm 
shall  quite  wither  away,  and  his  right  eye  shall  be  utterly 
darkened. 


»  Matt,  xxril.  9. 


Ver.  9.  Me.  The  Jews  were  spread  throughout  the  world,  and  adhered  to 
their  own  customs.  Philo.   See  Acts"ii.  8. 

Ver.  10.  For  them.  They  returned  from  the  places  to  which  thev  had  been 
dispersed,  during  former  wars,  when  Judas  had  liberated  his  country.  C. 

Ver.  H«  Sea.  No  obstacles  shall  be  able  to  retard  God's  people.  Jsa.  xi.  16. 
— Assyria.  After  Epiphanes,  the  kingdom  subsisted  only  about  seventv  rears.— 
£g>jpt.  The  Ptolemies  excluded  the  natural  princes,  who"  have  never  regained  the 
thrco*.  They  who  hoa  so  often  disturbed  the  Jews,  were  deprived  of  Uieir  power 
over  them  by  the  Syrians,  and  never  could  prevail  there  again  after  the  Ji'acha- 
bees.  C. 

CHAP.  XI.  Ver.  1.  Gates.  Jowrihns  (Bflt  vii.  12)  relates,  that  the  heavy 
eastern  gates  flew  open  at  midnight ;  and  the  priests  officiating-  at  Pentecost,  heard 
a  multitude  crying,  «  Let  us  go  hence."  See  Tacit.  Hist.  6.  Johanan  then  de- 
clared, "0  temple,  I  know  thou  wilt  soon  be  destroyed,"  as  Zac.  foretold,  Open, 
fee.  Kimchl,  Lyr.,  &c.  C— Libanus.  So  Jerusalem,  and  more  particularlv  the 
temple,  is  called  by  the  prophets,  from  its  height,  and  from  its  being  built  of  the 
cedars  of  Libanus.  Ch.  Isa.  x.  34  ;  F.zec.  xvii.  S.  Jer.— The  destruction  of  both 
by  Titus  is  predicted.  W.— Cedars.    Thy  princes  and  chief  men.  Ch.  W. 

Ver.  2.  Fir  and  oak  may  signify  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Jews.— Fenced. 
Se:  t.  «  well  planted"  <C.)  ;  or  "  forest,  planted  all  at  once."  H.— "  The  temple 
wb*  like  ft  fortress."  Tacit. 

V'aa.  3.  Pride,  or  larther  banks,  covered  with  khrubs,  among  which  lions 
t?-ie.  Jar.  1.  4-1.  C. 

Vaau  4.  Feed,  thou  Zacharias  (M. )  ;  or  the  prophet  announces  what  God 
tri'  do. 

Ver.  6.  Hand.  This  aliurtes  to  the  last  siege  of  Jerusalem,  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent 'portions  ot  tiie  Jews  liosir-oyed  one  unother,  and  they  that  remained  fell  into 
Ihe  bends  o:  their  king.  :  that  is,  o;'  the  Roman  emperor,/  of  whom  they  had  said, 
iJohn  xij.  15,)  We  have  na  king  but  Catsar.  Ch. 


Ver.  7.  For  this.  Christ  came  to  feed  his  flock.  C— Rut  the  Jews  would  not 
receive  him.  H. — Two  rods,  or  shepherds'  staves,  meaning  the  different  ways  of 
God's  dealing  with  his  people ;  the  one  by  sweet  means,  called  the  rod  of  Beaut;/, 
the  other  by  bands  and  punishments,  called  the  Cord.  And  where  both  these  rods 
arc  made  of  no  use  or  effect  by  tho  obstinacy  of  sinners,  the  rods  are  broken,  and 
such  sinners  are  given  up  to  u  reprobrro  sense,  as  the  Jews  were.  Ch,— The  first 
denotes  God's  general  providence,  us  it  is  most  seemly  that  ail  should  be  under  him : 
the  second  means  his  particular  euro  of  the  Jews.  \V\ 

Ver.  8.  Month.  That  is,  in  a  very  short  time.  By  these  three  sheplierds 
pro.iably  are  meant  the  latter  princes  and  high  priests  of  the  Jews,  whose  rei^n 
was  short.  Ch. 

Ver.  9.  Not  feed.  This  is  the  final  sentence.  God  allowed  them  thirty-seven 
years  to  repent,  arter  the  death  of  Christ. 

Ver.  1 1.  Poor  converts  to  Christ,  (C)  who  retired  to  Pella,  (Eus.  Hist  iv.  5,) 
as  they  had  been  warned  of  the  impending  storm.  Matt.  xxiv.  1 ;  Luke  xxi.  20. 

Ver.  12.  Pieces.  Sides  ure  usuallv  understood.  About  fifty-one  livret.  The 
Jews  bouRht  the  life  of  Christ  for  this  sum  (C.) ;  for  thirty  pieces.  W. 

Ver.  13.  The  statuary.  The  Heb.  word  signifies  also  a  potter,  (Ch.)  and 
this  seems  to  be  the  true  meaning.  Matt,  xxvii.  3. "  The  prophet  is  ordered  to  briugj 
thus  to  indicate  what  should  be  done  by  the  traitor.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Israel.  The  latter  remained  obstinate,  (C.)  while  Juda,  the  real 
"  confessor,"  (H.)  embraced  the  gospel.  After  the  destruction  of  the  temple,  the 
Jewish  ceremonies  were  no  longer  ( C.)  obscrvixl  or  tolerated  in  the  Church,  m  they 
had  beou.  in  order  that  the  synagogue  might  hi  buried  with  honour.  8.  Aug.  H. 

Ver.  15.  Afoobsh  shepherd.  This  was  to  represent  the  foolish,  the!  j.  v.. 
wicked  princes  and  priests  that  should  rule  the  people,  before  their  utter  detri- 
tion. Ch. 

Vrr.  10.    Hoofs,  with  excessive  travelling.  C. 

Vbr.  17.    Siwpherd.    Sept.  "  ye  who  tkd  foolish  things,  forstMuN;  '  4c  & 

J'J£ 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Qod  shall  protect  his  Church  against  her  persecutor*.    The  mourning  of 

Jerusalem. 

THE  burden  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  upon  Israel. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  who  stretcheth  forth  the  hea- 
vens, and  layeth  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  formeth 
the  spirit  of  man  in  hira  : 

2  Behold  I  will  make  Jerusalem  a  lintel  of  surfeiting 
to  all  the  people  round  about:  and  Juda  also  shall  be  in 
the  siege  against  Jerusalem. 

3  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  I  will 
make  Jerusalem  a  burdensome  stone  to  all  people;  all 
that  shall  lift  it  up  shall  be  rent  and  torn ;  and  all  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth  shall  be  gathered  together  against  her. 

4  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  strike  every  horse 
with  astonishment,  and  his  rider  with  madness :  and  I  will 
open  my  eyes  upon  the  house  of  Juda,  and  will  strike 
every  horse  of  the  nations  with  blindness. 

5  And  the  governors  of  Juda  shall  say  in  their  heart: 
Let  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  be  strengthened  for  me 
in  the  Lord  of  hosts,  their  God. 

6  In  that  day  I  will  make  the  governors  of  Juda  like  a 
furnace  of  fire  amongst  wood,  and  as  a  firebrand  amongst 
hay :  and  they  shall  devour  all  the  people  round  about,  to 
the  right  hand  and  to  the  left:  and  Jerusalem  shall  be 
inhabited  again  in  her  own  place  in  Jerusalem. 

7  And  the  Lord  shall  save  the  tabernacles  of  Juda,  as 
in  the  beginning :  that  the  house  of  David,  and  the  glory 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  may  not  boast  and  magnify 
themselves  against  Juda. 

8  In  that  day  shall  the  Lord  protect  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  and  he  that  hath  offended  among  them  in  that  ! 
day  shall  be  as  David :  and  the  house  of  David  as  that  of 
God,  as  an  angel  of  the  Lord  in  their  sight. 

9  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  I  will  seek 
to  destroy  all  the  nations  that  come  against  Jerusalem, 

*  John  xix.  ST. 

—Hob.  "shepherd  of  nothing." — Darkened.  Caligula  was  slain,  and  had  not 
sense  to  know  what  was  for  his  real  interest.  His  wife  and  only  daughter  were 
murdered.  See  Jos.  .int.  xix.  1.  Snot. 

CHAP.  XII.  Vhk.  2.  A  lintel  of  surfeiting.  That  is,  a  door  Into  which  they 
shall  seek  to  enter,  to  glut  themselves  with  blood  :  bat  they  shall  stumble,  and  fall 
like  men  stupifled  with  wine,  it  seems  to  allude  to  ihe  times  of  Antiochus,  and 
to  the  victories  of  the  Machnbees.  Ch.— Yet  it  indirectly  relates  to  the  last  siege  of 
Jerusalem,  and  to  Jesus  Christ  establishing  his  Church.  Heb.  "  a  cup  of  drowsi- 
ness," or  trembling.  C— Sept.  "as  courts  (or  thresholds;  vpoOvpa)  shaken."  H. 
— Jerusalem  first  drank  the  cup  herself;  and  then,  under  the  Machabees.  made 
others  suffer. — Juda.  Never  before  Epiphanes  bad  the  Jewi  fought  against  their 
brethren. 

Vbr.  S.    Stone.    It  was  castomary  to  hare  such  huge  elones  for  people  to  try 
their  strength.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  4.    Blindness.    The  cavalry  of  the  Syrians  proved  astltss  egainrt  a  few 

(C.)  champions  under  God's  protection.  H. 

Vj£B.  5.  Let.  Sept.  "We  shall  rind  for  us  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  In 
the  Lord  Almighty,  their  God."  H. — Judns  always  exhorted  his  men  to  trust  in 
the  Lord.  1  Mac.  iii.  IS.  C. — Mocbai,  the  initials  of 11  who  is  like  thee  among  the 
tttrcng,  (AlimJ)  0  Lord,"  (Exod.  xv.  11.  H.;  is  supposed  to  have  been  his  motto, 
.'C.)  written  on  his  banners;  and  some  assert  that  it  occasioned  the  appellation  of 
Machabee.  H. — "  Strengthen  for  me."  Aquila. 

Vjjk,  6.  Furnace.  Sept.  "firebrand  among  wood,  and  as  a  burning  lamp 
amid  straw."  R.—  Left.  The  Samaritans  shall  fall  as  well  oa  the  Idumeons. — 
Place.  The  temple  and  city-  had  uccu  deserted,  while  tho  troops  at  Epiphanes 
occapied  the  citadel.  I  .Mae,  iii.  46,  and  iv.  3d. 

Vbr.  7.  David.  The  Maehubees  were  not  of  this  family,  but  Levites,  born  at 
Medio,  in  Ephraira.  C. 

Ver.  8.  Hath.  Sept.  "is  weak." — Offended.  Such  shall  repent  and  be  port- 
ioned, like  David.  H. — Of  God.  He  seems  to  ellude  to  Christ's  birth.  David's 
—  tiring  shall  not  ascend  the  throne;  but  their  virtue  shall  be  conspicuous;  they 
give  birth  to  Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph.  C. 

Vbe.  lu.    Prayers.    Sept.  and  Cbal.  "pity."  H — Aflex  the  Machabeee  mora 
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10  And  I  will  pour  out  upon  the  house  of  David,  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  and 
of  prayers;  *and  they  shall  look  upon  me,  whom  they 
have  pierced ;  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him  as  one 
mourneth  for  an  only  son,  and  they  shall  grieve  over  him, 
as  the  manner  is  to  grieve  for  the  death  of  the  first-born. 

1 1  In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  great  lamentation  in 
Jerusalem,  blike  the  lamentation  of  Adadremmon,  in  the 
plain  of  Mageddon. 

12  And  the  land  shall  mourn:  families  and  families 
apart ;  the  families  of  the  house  of  David  apart,  and  their 
women  apart: 

13  The  families  of  the  house  of  Nathan  apart,  and  their 
women  apart :  the  families  of  the  house  of  Levi  apart,  and 
their  women  apart :  the  families  of  Semei  apart  and  their 
women  apart. 

14  All  the  rest  of  the  families,  families  and  families 
apart,  and  their  women  apart. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

T%*  fountain  of  Christ.    Idols  and  false  prophets  shall  be  extirpated.  Christ 

shall  suffer:  his  people  shall  be  tried  by  fire. 

TN  that  day  there  shall  be  a  fountain  open  to  the  house 
JL  of  David,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem :  for 
the  washing  of  the  sinner,  and  of  the  unclean  woman. 

2  c  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  that  I  will  destroy  the  names  of  idols  out  of  the 
earth,  and  they  shall  be  remembered  no  more :  and  I  will 
take  away  the  false  prophets,  and  the  unclean  spirit  out  of 
the  earth. 

3  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  when  any  man  shall 
prophesy  any  more,  his  father  and  his  mother  that  brought 
him  into  the  world,  shall  say  to  him  :  Thou  shalt  not  live  : 
because  thou  hast  spoken  a  lie  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
And  his  father,  and  his  mother,  his  parents,  shall  thrust 
him  through,  when  he  shall  prophesy. 

4  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  pro- 

*  3  Par.  xxxt.  It.  ■  Exec.  six.  13. 

synagogues  were  erected,  and  the  people  were  more  faithful ;  yet  this  chiefly  re- 
gards the  new  law,  in  which  the  Spirit  prays  with  us  ineffably.  Rom.  viii.  28.  C. 
— Me.  So  far  the  prophet  speaks  in  Christ's  name.  He  afterwards  relates  how 
the  people  will  grieve  for  him,  beating  their  breasts.  Luke  xxiii.  48.  This  was 
clearly  verified  in  Christ.  John  xix.  3i.  M. — But  in  the  gospel  we  read,  him  whom 
they  have  pierced,  as  the  context  seems  here  to  require.  H. — Some  Heb.  copies 
read  in  like  manner,  (C.)  the  Erfurth  MS.  2,  having  aliu,  "on  him,"  though 
Michaelis  remarks  not  this  important  variuUon.—  Both  Jews  and  Gentiles  have  all 
contributed  by  their  sins  to  crucify  their  Lord ;  and,  at  the  last  day,  all  shall  look 
on  him  as  their  judge,  or  as  their  deliverer. — Pierced,  llcb.  dokru.  H. — Sept. 
hare  transposed  d  and  r,  which  are  very  similar,  and  read  rokdut  M  have  danced," 
or  derided.  S.  Jer. — The  original  implies,  have  outraged  or  blasphemed,  as  well  as 
pierced.    They  shall  henceforward  cease  to  despise  God  and  his  law.  C. 

Ves.  11.  Adadremmon.  A  place  near  Mageddon,  where  the  good  king 
Josias  was  slain,  and  much  lamented  by  his  people.  Ch. — It  was  not  far  fro  mi 
Jezrahel.  2  Par.  xxxv. 

Vbr.  IS.  Apart.  Bands  of  men  and  of  women  mourning,  went  with  musical 
instruments  separately  through  the  streets,  and  into  the  country ;  as  they  still  do 
in  the  East.  C. 

Vjsr.  13.  Xathan.  Zorobabel  was  his  descendant. — Semei,  the  son  of  Ger- 
shorn.  1  Par.  vi.  16.  C— 11  From  this  tribe  the  doctors  are  chosen."  8,  Jer.— The 
pious  of  all  ranks  bewail  the  death  of  Christ,  and  the  share  which  they  had  in 
it.  H. 

CHAP.  XIII.  Vbr.  L  Fountain.  In  the  New  Testament  Christ  is  made  as 
open  fountain  by  his  incarnation.  John  It.  13.  3.  Greg.  20,  in  Ezec.  I.  6,  Ep.  186. 
W. — His  baptism  and  other  sacraments  hare  the  most  surprising  effects,  to  which 
the  prophet  refers  more  than  to  those  waters  which  were  Drought  by  pipes  into  the 
temple  to  cleanse  the  victims.  Ezec.  xlviL  I.  C. 

Ver.  2.  A't»  more,  Aitar  the  Machabees,  the  people  were  free  from  idol -.try, 
and  magical  arts  were  repressed.  Osee  iL  16;  Ezec.  xxxvii.  23.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Not  live.  The  law  coudemned  those  prophets  to  death,  who  at- 
tempted to  lead  the  people  into  idolatry.  Deut.  xiil.  1.  People  shall  he  so  seaJoel 
for  God's  honour,  tent  the  paraiU  of  the  seducer  shall  themselves  C,  i  bring  hva 
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phets  shall  be  confounded,  every  one  by  his  own  vision, 
■vhen  he  shall  prophesy,  neither  shall  they  be  clad  with  a 
garment  of  sackcloth,  to  deceive : 

5  But  he  shall  say  :  I  am  no  prophet,  I  am  a  husband- 
man :  for  Adam  is  my  example  from  my  youth. 

6  And  they  shall  say  to  him :  What  are  these  wounds 
in  the  midst  of  thy  hands?  And  he  shall  say:  With 
these  I  was  wounded  in  the  house  of  them  that  loved 


me. 


7  Awake,  O  sword,  again9t  my  shepherd,  and  against 
the  man  that  cleaveth  to  me,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts: 
'strike  the  shepherd,  and  the  sheep  shall  be  scattered : 
and  I  will  turn  my  hand  to  the  little  ones. 

8  And  there  shall  be  in  all  the  earth,  saith  the  Lord, 
two  parts  in  it  shall  be  scattered,  and  shall  perish :  but 
the  third  part  shall  be  left  therein. 

9  And  I  will  bring  the  third  part  through  the  fire,  and 
will  refine  them  as  silver  is  refined :  and  1  will  try  them 
as  gold  is  tried.  They  shall  call  on  my  name,  and  I  will 
hear  them.  I  will  say:  Thou  art  my" people:  and  they 
shall  say  :  The  Lord  is  my  God. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

After  the  persecutions  of  the  Church,  shall  follow  great  prosperity.  Perse- 
cutors shall  be  punished:  so  shall  all  that  will  not  serve  God  in  hi.  Church. 

T3EHOLD  the  days  of  the  Lord  shall  come,  and  thy 
J3    spoils  shall  be  divided  in  the  midst  of  thee. 

2  And  I  will  gather  all  nations  to  Jerusalem  to  battle, 
and  the  city  shall  be  taken,  and  the  houses  shall  be  rifled, 
and  the  women  shall  be  defiled :  and  half  of  the  city  shall 
go  forth  into  captivity,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  shall  not 
be  taken  away  out  of  the  city. 

»  Matt.  xxtL  51 ;  M»rk  xIt.  27. 


to  judgment.  H. — Through,  or  make  some  mark  upon  him,  xs  fugitive  slaves,  tec 
wtre  stigmatized.  C— The  person  was  not  slain.  Ver.  6. 

Vbr.  4.  Vision,  They  shall  have  no  appearance  of  truth.— Sackcloth.  Heb. 
"  hairy  skin  ; "  adereth.  Such  were  used  by  kings-  Jon.  iii.  0.  The  people  shall 
not  be  deceived  by  such  appearances,  so  that  these  garments  will  not  be  used.  The 
Jews  hive  always  been  ready  to  receive  impostors.  Matt.  vii.  15. 

^  er.  5.  Husbandman.  Worldly  occupations  were  incompatible  with  the 
office  of  p.*ophets.  3  Kings  xii.  20;  Amos  vu.  14;  Matt  iv.  20.  The  (C.)  felse 
(H.)  propheU  will  become  so  odious,  that  people  will  excuse  themselves  from 
taking  up  iht>  calling.— Example.  I  am  condemned  like  him  to  labour.  Gen.  iii. 
17.  .Sept.  "  a  man  begot  me."  Heb. 11  taught,  or  bought  me,  (C.)  or  caused  me 
to  work."  De  DIau. 

Ver.  6.  Loved  me.  My  parents  marked  me  thus.  Ver.  8.  C. — Some  have 
understood  this  of  Jesus  Christ  Rupert.  S.  Tho.— But  the  context  excludes  tliis 
interpretation^  which  would  be  injurious  to  him.  C— The  false  prophet  is  reformed 
by  his  parents'  correction,  so  that  he  applies  to  agriculture,  and  owns  that  he  had 
been  ju6tly  punished.  S.  Jer.  H. 

Ver.  7.  Sword.  Tim  address  rouses  attention.  C— The  sword  implies  all  the 
torments  wliich  Christ  endured.  W.— He  explains  this  of  himself;  onlv  instead  of 
strike,  he  S3ys  I  will  strike,  ( Matt.  xxvi.  31,)  bh  the  sword  was  directed  bv  God. 
H.— Little  one*.  Sept.,  Arab.,  tec  "shepherds,"  (C.)  which  "many  ill  applv  to 
the  Jewish  princes."  S.  Jer. — Tsairim  means  also  "the  little."  Mic.  v.  2.  Christ 
takes  care  of  his  little  flock,  (Luke  xii.  63.  H.)  and  is  always  one  with  the  Father. 
John  viii.  2D,  and  x.  SO.  C. 

Vbr.  8.  Third.  The  greatest  part  of  mankind  will  be  lost  H. — The  few  Jew* 
who  embrace  the  faith  will  be  absorbed  in  the  Handle  converts,  and  suffer*]  to 
live,  though  proved  by  persecutions,  while  the  rest  uhall  be  exterminated.  Both 
•hall  lose  their  name,  and  be  styled  Christians.  C. 

Vbr.  9.  Fire.  The  Church  was  persecuted  during  the  three  first  centsries ; 
but  always  became  more  pure,  and  the  blood  of  marlvrs  increased  her  numbs  re. 
C— She  faithfully  adhered  to  God.  H. 

CHAP.  XIV.  Vbr.  1.  MM.  Tho  obstinate  Jaws  shall  be  destroyed.  They 
became  their  own  enemies.  C — The  Zealots  committed  the  greatest  excesses  during 
the  last  siege.  Jos.  Bel.  v.  1. 

Ver.  2.  I  will  gather,  tec  This  seems  to  be  a  prophecy  of  what  was  done 
by  Antiochus,  (Ch.)  or  of  the  last  siege,  (W.)  by  the  Roman*.  S-  Jer.  Theod. 
BUS.  Dem.  vi.  18.  C— Vespasian  collected  numerous  forces.  Jos.  Bel.  iii.  1. — 

Rtoi  had  six  legions  and  many  auxiliaries,  Arabs,  ice.  Tacit  Hist.  5  Rifted,  or 

demolished.    None  was  left  standing.  Jos.  Bel.  vii.  G;  Heges.  v.  49.— S.  Jerom 
others  think  that  the  city  on  Sion  was  spared,  (C.)  and  forty  thousand  were 
rear  bed  to  drell  where  they  had  a  mind.  Jos.  Bet  vii.  15. — But  it  is  :t  said 


3  Then  the  Lord  shall  go  forth,  and  shall  fight  against 
those  nations,  as  when  he  fought  in  the  day  of  battle. 

4  And  his  feet  shall  stand  in  that  day  upon  the  mount 
of  Olives,  which  is  over  against  Jerusalem  towards  the 
east:  and  the  mount  of  Olives  shall  be  divided  in  the 
midst  thereof  to  the  east,  and  to  the  west  with  a  very 
great  opening,  and  half  of  the  mountain  shall  be  separated 
to  the  north,  and  half  thereof  to  the  south. 

5  And  you  shall  flee  to  the  valley  of  those  mountains, 
for  the  valley  of  the  mountains  shall  be  joined  even  to  the 
next,  and  you  shall  flee  b as  you  tied  from  the  face  of  the 
earthquake  in  the  days  of  Ozias,  king  of  Juda :  and  the 
Lord,  my  God,  shall  come,  and  all  the  saints  with  him. 

6  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  there 
shall  be  no  light,  but  cold  and  frost. 

7  And  there  shall  be  one  day,  which  is  known  to  the 
Lord,  not  day  nor  night :  and  in  the  time  of  the  evening 
there  shall  be  light ; 

8  And  it  shall  come  to  pais  in  that  day,  that  living 
waters  shall  go  out  from  Jerusalem:  half  of  them  to  the 
east  sea,  and  half  of  them  to  the  last  sea :  tiiey  shall  be  in 
summer  and  in  winter. 

9  And  the  Lord  shall  be  King  over  all  the  earth :  in 
that  day  there  shall  be  one  Lord,  and  his  name  shall 
be  one.  '  ...  ...  • "  "  / 

10  And  all  the  land  shall  return  even  to  the  desert, 
from  the  hill  to  Remmon,  to  the  south  of  Jerusalem  :  and 
she  shall  be  exalted,  and  shall  dwell  in  her  own  place, 
firm  the  gate  of  Benjamin  even  to  the  place  of  the  former 
gate,  and  even  to  the  gate  of  the  corners;  and  from  the 
tower  of  Hananeel  even  to  the  kings  wine-presses. 


*  Amos  i.  l. 


that  they  continued  at  Jerusalem.  Half  the  Jews  therefore  perished,  and  thoee 
who  maintained  the  siege  found  a  crave  in  the  city.  Theod. 

Vbr.  3.  Shall.  Sept.  "  will  stand  hi  battle  array  among,"  tec,  (irapu  raft- 
rat  er,)  though  he  will  one  day  punish  the  victorious  Homans.  H. — Now  he 
foucrht  with  thpm.  as  Heb.  may  signify.  C. 

Ver.  4.  Olives.  Here  the  tenth  legion  was  stationed,  f  Joe.  Bel.  vi.  3,)  on  the 
spot  where  Christ  had  denounced  this  judgment,  and  ascended  into  heaven.  Luke 
xix.  41 ;  Acts  x.  13. 

Ver.  S. 
Joseph  us. 
&c.  C— 1 

next.  ProL  and  SepL  11  reach  unto  Azal."  H. —  You  shall.  Sept.,  Sec  "and  it 
shall  be  filled,  as  it  was  filled  at  the  earthquake,"  Sec  C— The  Romans  had  to 
raise  many  works  in  the  vale  of  Cedron,  so  that  the  trees  all  round  were  cut  down, 
and  the  garden  walls  removed  thither.  Jos.  Bel.  vi.  4,  14. — Ozias,  when  he 
attempted  to  oner  incense.  Jos.  Ant.  ix.  11  ;  Amos  i.  1  i  and  4  Kings  iv.  15.— 
Yet  the  earthquake  is  not  specified  in  the  sacred  liistorical  books,  \\\— On  that 
occasion  the  people  retired  into  the  vale  formed  by  the  separation  of  Olivet;  or, 
if  we  follow  tho  Sept.,  part  of  that  mountain  fell  into  the  vallev  of  Cedron,  which 
we  find  no  where  else  specified.  C.—  Witk  him.  Prot.  "thee."  H.— God  is 
attended  by  his  angels ;  though  the  Romans  mav  be  called  his  saints,  or  people 
destined  to  execute  hut  docroes  in  this  war.  Isa.  xin.  3;  Soph.  i.  7;  Deut.  xxxiii. 
3;  Joel  iii.  1.  C. 

Ver.  6.  JVo  light;  viz.  in  that  dismal  time  of  the  persecution  of  Antiochns. 
when  it  Wtf  neither  day  nor  night,  (ver.  7,J  because  they  neither  had  the  com- 
fortable li^ht  of  the  day,  nor  the  repose  of  the  night.  Ch.— Darkness  denote* 
distress.  The  citizens  shall  be  in  despair.  Matt.  xxiv.  29;  Hzec  xxiL  8:  Joel  K. 
2 ;  Apoc.  ix.  2.  C. 

Ver.  7.  In  the  time  of  the  evening  there  sluill  be  light.  An  unexpected 
light  shall  arise  by  tho  means  of  the  Machabees,  when  things  shall  seem  to  be  at 
the  worst.  Ch. 

Ver.  8.  Living  waters}  viz.  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Ch.— Last:  Mediter- 
ranean. H. — Tho  prophet  now  turns  to  the  figurative  Jerusalem.  The  earthly 
city  was  not  well  supplied  with  water.  C-— It  was  in  the  most  dry  and  barren 
part  of  tha  country.      Jer.  in  Isa.  xlLx. 

Vbr.  9-  One  Lord.  The  apostles  justly  gave  this  title  to  Christ  John  xl(L 
14.  He  is  possessed  of  all  power.  Matt,  xxriii.  18  ;  Phil.  ii.  10.  Pastors  tre  all 
subject  to  him.  C.— The  Pope  styles  himself,  "servant  of  the  servants  of  &kL' 
since  S.  Gregory's  time.  If. 

Vbr.  10.  Return.  This  in  some  measure  was  verified  bv  the  mean*  of  ths 
Machabees;  but  is  rather  to  he  Liken  in  a  spiritual  sens*-,  as  relating  to  the  prop*. 
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Chap.  XIV. 


ZACHARIAS 


Chap.  XIV. 


1 1  And  people  shall  dwell  in  it,  and  there  shall  be  no 
more  an  anathema :  but  Jerusalem  shall  sit  secure. 

12  And  this  shall  be  the  plague,  wherewith  the  Lord 
shall  strike  all  nations  that  fought  against  Jerusalem  :  the 
flesh  of  every  one  shall  consume  away  while  they  stand 
upon  their  feet,  and  their  eyes  shall  consume  away  in 
their  holes,  and  their  tongue  shall  consume  away  in  their 

mouth.  a jSpff T  iTifllltrn  1  i t  ••^■.v.^vjoiu*!' 

13  In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  great  tumult  from  the 
Lord  among  them :  and  a  man  shall  take  the  hand  of  his 
neighbour,  and  his  hand  shall  be  clasped  upon  his  neirh- 
bours  hand. 

14  And  even  Juda  shall  fight  against  Jerusalem  :  and 
the  riches  of  all  nations  round  about  shall  be  gatliered  to- 
gether, gold,  and  silver,  and  garments  in  great  abundance. 

15  And  the  destruction  of  the  horse,  and  of  the  mule, 
and  of  the  camel,  and  of  the  ass,  and  of  all  the  beasts,  that 
shall  be  in  those  tents,  shall  be  like  this  destruction. 

16  And  all  they  that  shall  be  left  of  all  nations  that 
came  against  Jerusalem,  shall  go  up  from  year  to  year,  to 


adore  the  King,  and  Lord  of  hosts,  and  to  keep  the  feast  oi 
tabernacles. 

17  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  he  that  shall  not  go 
up  of  the  families  of  the  land  to  Jerusalem,  to  adore  the 
King,  the  Lord  of  hosts;  there  shall  be  no  rain  upon  them. 

18  And  if  the  family  of  Egypt  go  not  up,  nor  come: 
neither  shall  it  be  upon  them,  but  there  shall  be  destruc- 

|  tion,  wherewith  the  Lord  will  strike  all  nations  that  will 
not  go  up  to  keep  the  feast  of  tabernacles. 

19  This  shall  be  the  sin  of  Egypt,  and  this  the  sin 
of  all  nations,  that  will  not  go  up  to-  keep  the  feast  of 
tabernacles. 

20  In  that  day  that  which  is  upon  the  bridle  of  the 
horse  shall  be  bolv  to  the  Lord  :  and  the  cauldrons  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord  shall  be  as  the  phials  before  the  altar. 

21  And  every  cauldron  in  Jerusalem  and  Juda  shall 
be  sanctified  to  the  Lord  of  ho^ts :  and  all  that  sacrifice, 
shall  come,  and  take  of  them,  and  shall  seethe  in  them : 
and  the  merchant  shall  be  no  more  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  in  that  day. 


jEation  of  the  Church  and  kingdom  of  Christ,  the  true  Jerusalem,  which  alone 
ihall  never  fall  under  the  anathema  of  destruction,  or  God's  curse.  Ch. 

Ver.  II.  Anathema.  It  shall  not  bo  sentenced  to  utter  ruin.  The  Church 
may  buffer  losses,  but  cannot  perish.  C. 

Vbr.  12.  Consume.  Such  judgments  as  theso  have  often  fallen  upon  the 
persecutors  of  God's  Church,  as  appears  by  many  instances  in  history.  Ch. 

Vbr.  13.  Them.  The  Church  shall  be  alarmed  at  these  wars,  seeing  enemies 
on  all  sides.  But  those  days  shall  be  shortened,  ilatr.  xxiv.  21. — Hand.  Chris- 
tians shall  assist  each  other;  or  rather  the  nearest  relations  will  persecu'e  them. 
Mat:,  x.  21,  36.  C. 

Vbr.  14.  Even  Juda,  Szc  The  carnal  Jews,  and  other  false  brotiiers,  shall 
join  in  persecuting  the  Church.  Ch. — Riches.  Converts  showed  Their  generosity 
w  much.  (C-J  that  Julian  and  Felix,  apostates,  complained  of  this  profusion  in 
sacred  vessels.  Theod.  Hist.  ii.  11,  12. 

Vbr.  16.  Shall  be  like  this  destruction.  That  is,  the  beasts  shall  be  destroyed 
is  well  as  the  men;  the  common  soldiers  as  well  as  their  leaders.  Ch. — History 
does  not  specify  the  death  of  cattle,  (C.)  though  In  plagues  this  would  inevitably 
follow ;  and  the  pagans  complained  that  they  were  become  more  common  since 
the  propagation  of  the  gospel.  H. 

Ver.  1C.  Left.  That  is,  many  of  them  that  persecuted  the  Church  ehall  be 
converted  to  its  faith  and  commun!on,  (Ch.)  particularly  after  Constautine.  C. — 
Tabernacles.  This  feast  was  kept  by  the  Jews,  in  memory  of  their  sojourning 
Port)*  years  in  the  desert,  in  their  way  to  the  land  of  promise.    And  in  the  spiritual 


sense,  is  duly  kept  by  all  such  Christians  as  in  their  earthly  pilgrimage  are  con- 
*  tinually  advancing  towards  their  true  home,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  by  the  help 
of  the  sacraments  and  sacrifice  of  the  Church.  And  they  that  neglect  this,  mast  * 
not  look  for  the  kind  showers  of  Divine  grace  to  give  fruitfulness  to  their  souls. 
Ch. — Out  of  the  Church  there  is  no  sal va- ion.  C. — Other  things  mav  be  obtained. 
S.  Cyp.  H. 

Ver.  17.    There.    Sept.  "  these  shall  also  be  added  to  them  ■  who  perish-  H. 
Ver.  19.    Sin,  or  punishment    Formerly  various  nations  were  excluded  from 
the  religion  or  assemblies  of  Israel.  Ler.  xxii.  'Zo ;  Ueut.  xxiii.  1.    >"ow  all  are 
invited  and  compelled  to  enter  the  Church,  so  that  they  can  have  no  excuse.  Luke 

xiv.  34.  C. 

Ver  20.  Bridle.  The  golden  ornaments  of  the  bridles,  4:c.  shall  be  turned 
Into  offerings  in  the  house  of  God.  And  there  shall  be  an  abundance  of  cauldrons 
and  phials  for  the  sacrifices  of  thu  temple:  by  which  is  meant,  under  a  figure,  the 
gre*t  resort  there  shall  be  to  the  temple,  that  is,  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  her 
sacrifice.  Ch. — It  is  of  a  different  nature,  being  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ.  But 
it  shall  not  be  confined  to  one  place,  nor  the  priesthood  to  one  family.  Ver.  21.  C. 

Ver.  21.  Merchant ;  or,  us  some  render  it.  the  Chanaanite  shall  he  no  more, 
&c,  that  is.  the  profane  and  unbelievers  shall  have  uo  title  to  be  in  the  house  oi  the 
Lord ;  or,  there  shall  be  no  occasion  for  buyers  or  sellers  of  oxen,  or  sheep,  or 
doves,  in  the  house  of  God,  ■neb  as  Jesus  Christ  cost  out  of  the  temple.  Ch.  Jnhn 
ii.  16. — All  former  distinction  of  Jew  and  Gentile  shall  cease  in  the  Church.  F«kJ 
faults  shall  be  forgotten.  C. 


THE 

PEOPHECY  OF  MALACHIAS. 


Malachias,  whose  same  signifies  "the  angel  of  the  Lord,"  was  contemporary  with  Nehemias.  and  by  some  H  believed  to  have  been  the  same  person  w:th  Rjdra& 
He  was  the  last  of  the  prophets,  in  the  order  of  time,  and  flourished  about  four  hundred  yean  before  Christ  He  foretells  the  coming  of  Christ ;  the  reprobation  of  th# 
Jews  and  their  sacrifices;  and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  who  shall  otier  up  to  God  in  every  place  an  acceptable  c=arxifire.  Ch. — He  also  clearly  speaks  of  the  two* 
fold  coining  of  Christ,  preceded  by  the  JJaptUt  and  by  Elias.  He  inveiglis  against  the  MUM  crimes  as  Nehemiasj  to  whose  covenant  he  ailude&,  chap.  ii.  4.  None 
was  afterwards  recognised  for  a  prophet  till  the  Baptist  appeared*  C. — Both  priests  and  people  are  here  reproved,  and  the  Jewish  law  yields  to  that  of  Christ.  W. 

CHAPTER  L 

3od  reproaches  the  Jews  irith  their  ingratitude :  and  the  priests  for  not  offer- 
ing pure  sacrifices.  He  tcill  accept  of  the  sacrifice  that  shall  be  offered  in 
every  place  amomj  the  Gentiles. 

THE  'burden  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Israel,  by  the 
hand  of  Malachias. 

■  A.  If.  drcitar.  3504.  A.  C.  400. 

CHAP.  I.    Ver.  1.    Malachias,  "the  angel  of  the  Lord."  C.  with  my  blessing,  without  any  merit  on  their  part,  and  though  they  have  beot 

Ver.  2.    I.oced  us.  So  they  thought,  (Theod.,)  and  perhaps  spoke.  II-— Jacob,  always  ungrateful;  whilst  I  have  rejected  Ty<au,  and  executed  severe  judgaroti 

I  have  preferred  his  posterity,  to  make  ihera  my  chosen  people,  and  to  load  them  upon  hit  posterity.    Not  that  God  punished  Esau  or  his  posterity  beyond  frta 
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2  I  have  loved  you,  saith  the  Lord  :  and  you  have 
said  :  Wherein  hast  thou  loved  us  ?  Was  not  Esau  brother 
to  Jacob,  saith  the  Lord,  and  bl  have  loved  Jacob, 

3  But  have  hated  Esau  ?  and  I  have  made  his  moun- 
tains a  wilderness,  and  given  his  inheritance  to  the  dragons 
of  the  desert. 

*  Rom.  fcr.  IS. 


Chap.  I. 


MALACHIAS. 


Chap.  II 


4  But  if  Edom  shall  say :  We  are  destroyed,  but  we 
will  return  and  build  up  what  hath  been  destroyed :  thus 
with  the  Lord  of  hosts :  They  shall  build  up,  and  I  will 
throw  down:  and  they  shall  be  called  the  borders  of 
wickedness,  and  the  people  with  whom  the  Lord  is  angry 
for  ever. 

5  And  your  eyes  shall  see:  and  you  shall  say:  The 
Lord  be  magnified  upon  the  border  of  Israel. 

6  The  son  honoureth  the  father,  and  the  servant  his 
master :  if  then  I  be  a  father,  where  is  my  honour  ?  and  if 
I  be  a  master,  where  is  my  fear  ?  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts : 

7  To  you,  O  priests,  that  despise  my  name,  and  have 
Baid :  Wherein  have  we  despised  thy  name?  You  offer 
polluted  bread  upon  my  altar:  and  you  say:  Wherein 
have  we  polluted  thee  :  In  that  you  say  :  The  table  of  the 
Lord  is  contemptible. 

8  If  vou  offer  the  blind  for  sacrifice,  is  it  not  evil  ?  and 
if  you  offer  the  lame  and  the  sick,  is  it  not  evil?  offer  it  to 
thy  prince,  if  he  will  be  pleased  with  it,  or  if  he  will  regard 
thy  face,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

9  And  now  beseech  ye  the  face  of  God,  that  he  may 
have  mercy  on  you  (for  by  your  hand  hath  this  been 
done)  if  by  any  means  he  will  receive  your  faces,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

10  Who  is  there  among  you,  that  will  shut  the  doors, 
and  will  kindle  the  fire  on  my  altar,  gratis?  I  have  no 
pleasure  in  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  and  I  will  not 
receive  a  gift  of  your  hand. 

11  'For  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  even  to  the  going 
down,  my  name  is  great  among  the  Gentiles,  and  in  every 
place  there  is  sacrifice,  and  there  is  offered  to  my  name  a 
clean  oblation  :  for  my  name  is  great  among  the  Gentiles, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

12  And  you  have  profaned  it  in  that  you  say :  The 
table  of  the  Lord  is  defiled :  and  that  which  is  laid  there- 
upon, is  contemptible,  with  the  fire  that  devoureth  it. 

13  And  you  have  said  :  Behold  of  our  labour,  and  you 

•  Vaal.  cxii.  3. 

deserts,  but  that  by  hit  free  election  and  grace  he  loved  Jacob,  and  favoured  his 
posterity  above  their  deserts.    See  the  annotations  upon  Rom.  ix.  Ch. 

Vbr.  3.  E/au,  perceiving  the  evil  which  was  already  in  him,  and  would  ap- 
pear afterwards  (S.  Jer.  anil  Theod.) ;  or  rather  he  was  a  figure  of  the  reprobate, 
though  not  of  course  one  himself.  S.  Aug. — A  person  is  said  to  hate  what  he  loves 
lees.  C. — Dragonx.    Sept.  "  houses so  that  they  shall  bo  deserted.  11. 

Ver.  4.  Down,  by  the  Machabees.  who  forced  the  people  to  recive  circum- 
cision. 1  Mac.  v.  3.  C. — At  that  time  the  Jews  were  more  pious,  and  glorified  God. 
H. — Ever.  God's  gratuitous  love  appears  in  his  leaving  Edom  in  captivity,  and 
restoring  the  Jews.  w. 

Ver.  G.  Father.  God  sometimes  took  this  title.  T^od.  jv.  32.  But  he  was 
oftener  represented  as  a  muster ;  and  the  old  law  was  a  law  of  fear.  C. 

Ver.  7.    Bread,  including  all  the  victims,  fee.  Lev.  iii.  11  ;  Num.  rxviii.  2.  C. 

Ver.  6.  Lame.  The  victims  must  be  without  delect.  Lev.  xxii.  SI.  Those 
of  the  Jews  were  also  rendered  inadmissible  by  their  evil  dispositions.  Agg.  ii.  14. 
C. — Prince :  the  governor  sent  by  the  Persians.  If  you  dare  not  make  such  pre- 
sents to  men  of  eminence,  how  shall  I  accept  thwn  ?  C. 

Ver.  10.  Gratis?  Are  you  not  well  paid?  Why  then  perform  you  not  your 
duty  exactly  !  C— Sept.  "  Wherefore  also  among  you  shall  the  doors  be  shut,  and 
my  altar  is  not  enkindled  for  nought,"  (H.)  as  if  God  menaced  tbe  Jews  with  the 
rejection  of  the  temple,  as  the  sequel  does.  C— Pleasure.  Many  other  prophets 
had  foretold  the  reprobation  of  the  synagogue,  but  nono  more  plainly. 

Vbr.  11.  Sacrifice.  Trot  "incensV."'  H. — Clean  oblation.  The  precious 
body  and  blood  of  Christ  in  the  eucuaristic  sacrifice.  Ch. — This  is  denoted  by  the 
very  word  mincha,  the  offering  of  flour  and  wine.  C.  See  S.  Just.  Dial.  S.  Ir:ta. 
rv.  32.  S.  Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei,  xviii.  3j.— "  We  pollute  this  bread,  that  is  the  body 
9f  Christ,  when  we  approach  the  altar  unworthily."  3.  Jer.  VCr.  7.— This  sacrifice 
U  always  pnro,  though  the  priest  or  receiver  otherwise.  C. — Hence  it  is  always 
eUan.  Trid.  23.  C.  1.  M.— It  is  offered  daily  throughout  the  world.  The  Jews 
•*s  the  completion  of  this  prediction,  and  ere  vexed  ;  they  strive  to  elude  it^  force. 
Tboagh  eneruiw,  tbt^  bear  about  these  proofs  of  our  faith,  and  of  their  own  con- 


puffed  it  away,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  you  broughl 
in  of  rapine  the  lame,  and  the  sick,  and  brought  ji  an  of- 
fering :  shall  I  accept  it  at  your  hands,  saith  tiie  Lord? 

14  Cursed  is  the  deceitful  man,  that  hath  in  his  flock  a 
male,  and  making  a  vow,  offereth  in  sacrifice  that  which  is 
feeble  to  the  Lord :  for  I  am  a  great  King,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  and  my  name  is  dreadful  among  the  Gentiles. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  priests  are  sharply  reproved  for  neglecting  their  covenants.    Z7i<i  evil  oj 
marrying  with  idolaters ;  and  too  easily  putting  away  their  wives. 

AND  now,  O  ye  priests,  this  commandment  is  to  you. 
2  bIf  you  will  not  hear,  and  if  you  will  not  lay  it 
to  heart,  to  give  glory  to  my  name,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts : 

1  will  send  poverty  upon  you,  and  will  curse  your  bless- 
ings ;  yea,  I  will  curse  them :  because  you  have  not  laid 
it  to  heart. 

3  Behold,  I  will  cast  the  shoulder  to  you,  and  will  scat- 
ter upon  your  face  the  dung  of  your  solemnities,  and  it 
shall  take  you  away  with  it. 

4  And  you  shall  know  that  I  sent  you  this  command- 
ment, that  my  covenant  might  be  with  Levi,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

5  My  covenant  was  with  him  of  life  and  peace :  and  I 
gave  him  fear:  and  he  feared  me,  and  he  was  afraid  be- 
fore mv  name. 

6  The  law  of  truth  was  in  his  mouth,  and  iniquity  was 
not  found  in  his  lips  :  he  walked  with  me  in  peace,  and  in 
equity,  and  turned  many  away  from  iniquity. 

7  For  the  lips  of  the  priest  shall  keep  knowledge,  and 
they  shall  seek  the  law  at  his  mouth :  because  he  is  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

8  But  you  have  departed  out  of  the  way,  and  have 
caused  many  to  stumble  at  the  law :  you  have  made  void 
the  covenant  of  Levi,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

9  Therefore  have  I  also  made  you  contemptible  and 
base  before  all  people,  as  you  have  not  kept  my  ways,  and 
have  accepted  persons  in  the  law. 

»  Lev.  xxvL  M;  Deut.  xxvttX  15. 

demnation.  C. — God  not  only  changed  his  people,  but  instituted  a  better  sacrifice. 
Instead  of  the  former  needy  elements,  (Gal.  iv.,j  which  were  often  defiled  by  ihe 
sins  of  the  offerers.  He  instituted  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  Body  and  Blood,  under 
the  appearances  of  bread  and  wine,  as  S.  Chrys.,  (in  Psul.  xcv..)  'Iheod.,  3cc  prove 
against  all  opponents.  A  sacrifice  different  from  any  offered  by  the  Jews,  who 
could  offer  only  at  Jerusalem,  (Deut.  xvi.,)  is  clearly  specified,  as  many  havt 
demonstrated.  W. — Christ's  bloody  sacrifice  on  the  cross  was  performed  on  Cal- 
vary, and  noXamomj  the.  Gentiles.  What  sacrifice  can  Protestants  now  produce  ?  H. 

Ver.  13.  Behold  of  our  labour.  &c  You  pretended  labour  and  weariness, 
when  you  brought  your  offering ;  »uii  so  made  it  of  no  value,  by  offering  it  with 
an  evil  mind.  Moreover,  what  you  offered  was  both  defective  in  itself,  and  gotten 
bv  rapine  and  extortion.  Ch. — Rapine.  Eccli.  xxxiv.  24.—  Offering.  Mincha, 
ver.  11.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Male.  So  better  things  are  styled  mascula  thnra.  C.—King.  So 
the  Persian  mor.arehs  were  called. — Dreadful.    Gr-  "  Epiphanes."  H. 

CHAP.  II.  Vf.r.1.  Prim/M.  Such,  hoarding  up  riches,  dishonour  God  and  hif 
sacraments,  as  if  they  were  temporal  things  to  bo  purchased,  and  so  they  BcancaliM 
the  weJik.  W. 

Ver.  3.  Shoulder.  I  will  cast  away  the  shoulder,  which  in  the  law  wea 
appointed  to  be  your  portion,  and  fling  it  at  you  in  my  anger :  and  will  reject 
both  vou  and  your  festivals  like  dung.  Ch. 

Vkr.  4.  Levi.  When  this  tribe  was  chosen  does  not  appear.  Some  think 
that  he  alludes  to  the  renewing  of  the  covenant  under  Nehemias,  which  seems  best. 

2  Ksd.  ix.  1,  S3.    I  then  promised  you  life,  See.  C. 

Vrr.  7.  The  angel,  viz.  the  minister  and  messenger.  Ch. — Priests  must  ad- 
minister the  sacraments,  and  likewise  Histruet  the  people,  being  GodV  messengere. 
W. — If  such  science  was  required  under  the  old  law,  how  much  more  Is  neces^  vy 
in  Christian  priests,  whose  mysteries  and  duties  are  so  much  more  important  1  C, 
— Ignoratio  scripturarumignoraiio  Chrxsli  est.  S.  Jer.  in  Isa.  et  hi;'. 

Ver.  9.  People.  If  priests  comply  not  with  these  high  functions,  they  *:* 
despicable  here,  and  condemned  to  eternal  torments.  Jude  11.  W. 
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Chap,  ill 


MALACIIIAS 


Chap-  III 


10  *Have  we  not  all  one  father?  hath  not  one  God 
created  us?  why  then  doth  every  one  of  us  despise  his 
brother,  violating  the  covenant  of  our  fathers  ? 

11  Juda  hath  transgressed,  and  abomination  hath  been 
committed  in  Israel,  and  in  Jerusalem :  for  Juda  hath 
profaned  the  holiness  of  the  Lord,  which  he  loved,  and 
hath  married  the  daughter  of  a  strange  god. 

12  The  Lord  will  cut  off  the  man  that  hath  clone  this, 
both  the  master  and  the  scholar,  out  of  the  tabernacles  of 
Jacob,  and  him  that  offereth  an  offering  to  the  Lord  of 
hosts 

13  And  this  again  have  you  done,  you  have  covered 
the  altar  of  the  Lord  with  tears,  with  weeping,  and  bel- 
lowing, so  that  I  have  no  more  a  regard  to  sacrifice,  nei- 
ther do  I  accept  any  atonement  at  your  hands. 

14  And  you  have  said  :  For  what  cause  ?  Because  the 
Lord  hath  been  witness  between  thee,  and  the  wife  of  thy 
youth,  whom  thou  hast  despised  :  yet  she  was  thy  partner, 
and  the  wife  of  thy  covenant. 

15  Did  not  one  make  her,  and  she  is  the  residue  of  his 
spirit ?  And  what  doth  one  seek,  but  the  seed  of  God? 
Keep  then  your  spirit,  and  despise  not  the  wife  of  thy 
youth. 

16  When  thou  shalt  hate  her,  put  her  away,  saith  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel ;  but  iniquity  shall  cover  his  gar- 
ment, saith  the  Lord  of  hosts;  keep  your  spirit,  and 
despise  not. 

17  You  have  weaned  the  Lord  with  your  words:  and 
you  said :  Wherein  have  we  wearied  him  ?  In  that  you 
say  :  Every  one  that  doth  evil,  is  good  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  and  such  please  him  :  or  surely  where  is  the  God  of 
judgment  ? 

CHAP.  HI. 

Christ  shall  come  to  hi*  temple,  and  purify  the  priesthood.  They  that  continue 
in  tkeir  evil  tcays  shall  bo  punished:  but  true  penitents  shall  receive  a 
blessing. 

EHOLD,  bI  send  my  angel,  and  he  shall  prepare 
the  way  before  my  face.    And  presently  the  Lord 

»  Ibtt  xxttX  9;  Ephes.  iv.  8. 
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whom  we  seek,  and  the  angel  of  the  testament,  whom  you 
desire,  shall  come  to  his  temple.  Behold,  he  cometh, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts : 

2  And  who  shall  be  able  to  think  of  the  day  of  his 
coming;?  and  who  shall  stand  to  see  him  ?  for  he  is  like  a 
refining  fire,  and  like  the  fullers  herb : 

3  And  he  shall  sit  refining  and  cleansing  the  silver, 
and  he  shall  purify  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  shall  refine  them 
as  gold,  and  as  silver,  and  they  shall  offer  sacrifices  to  the 

Lord  in  justice. 

4  And  the  sacrifice  of  Juda,  and  of  Jerusalem,  shall 

please  the  Lord,  as  in  the  days  of  old,  and  in  the  ancient 
years. 

5  And  I  will  come  to  you  in  judgment,  and  will  be  a 
speedy  witness  against  sorcerers,  and  adulterers,  and  false 
swearers,  and  them  that  oppress  the  hireling  in  his  wages, 
the  widows,  and  the  fatherless :  and  oppress  the  stranger, 
and  have  not  feared  me,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

6  For  I  am  the  Lord,  and  I  change  not :  and  you  the 
sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed. 

7  For  from  the  days  of  your  fathers  you  have  departed 
from  my  ordinances,  and  have  not  kept  them;  'Return 
to  me,  and  I  will  return  to  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
And  you  have  said  :  Wherein  shall  we  return  ? 

8  Shall  a  man  afflict  God,  for  you  afflict  me  ?  And  you 
have  said:  Wherein  do  we  afflict  thee?  In  tithes  and  in 
first-fruits. 

9  And  you  are  cursed  with  want,  and  you  afflict  me 
even  the  whole  nation  of  you. 

10  Bring  all  the  tithes  into  the  store  house,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  my  house,  and  try  me  in  this,  saith  the 
Lord  :  if  I  open  not  to  you  the  flood-gates  of  heaven,  and 
pour  you  out  a  blessing  even  to  abundance. 

11  And  I  will  rebuke  for  your  sakes  the  devourer,  and 
he  shall  not  spoil  the  fruit  of  your  land  :  neither  shall  the 
vine  in  the  field  be  barren,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

12  And  all  the  nations  shall  call  you  blessed  :  for  you 
shall  be  a  delightful  land,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 


t>  Matt.  ad.  10;  Mark  i.  2;  Lufce  1.  17,  and  vii.  £7.— •  Zao.  L  3. 


Ver.  10.    Brother,  in  distress.  2  Esd.  t.  1. 

Veil  11.  God,  or  one  uddicted  to  idol-worship,  (H.)  which  was  contrary  to 
the  law.  Deut.  vii.  3.  C. — Sept.  "the  holy  things  of  the  Lord,  by  what  he  has 
loved  and  done  for  strange  gods."  H. 

Ver.  12.  Master.  Heb.  "  the  watcher,  and  him  who  answers,"  on  guard. 
C. — Him.  Sept.  "  and  out  of  those  who  offer  a  sacrifice  to,"  &c-  Such  people 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  society  of  God's  servant.  H. 

Ver.  13.  With  tears  ;  viz.  by  occasion  of  your  wives,  whom  you  have  put 
away,  and  who  came  to  weep  and  lament  before  the  altar.  Ch — Though  divorces 
vrere  tolerated,  (Matt.  xix.  6,)  the  more  virtuous  did  not  approve  of  them,  par- 
ticularly when  a  wife  was  put  away  who  had  been  married  in  youth.  See  ver.  10. 

Ver.  14.    Covenant.    The  order  established  at  first.  Gen.  ii.  24 ;  Prov.  ii.  17. 

Veb.  K.    Sis  spirit.    Eve  received  a  soul  from  God,  like  Adam. 

Ver.  16.  Garment;  viz.  of  every  man  that  putteth  away  his  wife  without 
iust  cause;  notwithstanding  that  God  permitted  it  in  tho  law,  to  prevent  the  evil 
of  murder.  Ch.— The  original  may  recef  ,  sense;  or  the  woman  must  blame 
herself  if  she  were  hateful,  (Deut.  xxiv.  1,;  and  the  man  acted  not  treacherously. 
C. — The  first  part  contains  the  objection,  and  the  second  God's  reply.  S.  Jer.  H. 

Teb,  17.  Judgment.  Being  scandalized  at  the  prosperity  of  tho  wicked,  (H.) 
they  deny  Providence.  Psal.  lxxii.;  Jer.  xii.  C. — Yet  the  wicked  are  left  for  wise 
purposes,  either  for  their  amendment,  or  for  the  trial  of  the  just.  3.  Aug.  Psal. 
liv. — Those  who  are  offended  at  their  present  success,  (H.)  think  not  of  judgment 
nor  of  eternal  goods.  3.  Jer. 

CH.  P.  III.  Ver.  1.  My  anger,  vix.  John  the  Baptist,  themessenger  of  God, 
and  forerunner  of  Christ.  Ch. — His  purity  and  office  procure  him  this  title.  W.— 
Afterwards  Christ  himself  shall  come,  for  the  ruin  and  for  the  resurrection  of  many. 
Luke  ii.  34.  Hence  threats  and  promises  are  intermixed.  The  evangelists  read 
his  face,  making  the  Father  speak,  whereas  the  ion  is  introduced  by  tho  prophet, 
who  however  presently  changes  the  person.  It  is  all  the  same  which  person  of  the 
Trir.i:.-  sp-'-uka,  >■••  aii  act  together.  C.  —  l'c^tam-r.t.  Jh/6  M'.-.-.-.as,  the 
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mediator  of  the  covenant  with  mankind,  (W.)  with  Abraham  and  Moses.  The 
latter  calls  him  the  prophet  (Deut.  xviii.  16);  and  Zacharias,  alluding  to  this 
text,  explains  angel  in  the  same  sense-  Luke  I.  76. — Temple.  The  ancient  Jews 
were  convinced  that  the  Mesaias  would  come  to  the  temple  of  Zorobabcl,  and  be 
its  chief  glory.  Agg.  ii.  8.  C. 

Ver.  2.  Coming.  This  may  be  explained  of  the  Baptist,  (Luke  iii.  7,)  or  of 
tho  second  coming  of  Christ ;  though  his  first  coming  showed  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
Jews.  They  would  not  acknowledge  him,  but  sought  his  death,  and  brought  on 
their  own  condemnation.  C. — Fuller's.    Sept.  "  washers'  herb."  H. 

Ver.  3.  Justise.  This  is  spoken  of  the  Christian  priesthood,  which  far  excels 
that  of  Levi.  Heb.  v.  and  vii.,  &ze.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Judgment.  He  has  answered  (ver.  1,  2)  the  complaint  of  the  Jaws. 
Chap.  H.  17.  II . — This  he  does  here(M.)  more  pointedly.  H.— Christ  condemned 
the  world,  as  his  spirit  did  likewise.  John  xvi.  8.  Ho  made  an  example  of  Jeru- 
salem, which  showed  that  he  would  not  leave  crimes  unpunished.  We  may  else 
understand  this  of  his  last  coming.  C. 

Ver.  6.    Change.    Heb.  also,  (H.)  "hate  or  recommence."    I  do  not  strike 
the  fallen.    Did  I  spare  Sennacherib  ?  ice    Have  I  not  protected  the  posterity  of 
Jacob?  How  then  can  you  say  that  I  am  indifferent  about  human  affairs.'  C.— 
Consumed.    Sept.  11  you  depart  not  from  the  sins  of  your  lathers.    You  ha7e  re- 
jected my,"  4cc. 

Ver.  8.  Afflict.  Lit  u  pierce."  Sept.  "  supplant,"  (H.)  or  kick  at.  1  Kingi 
II.  29.  But  tho  term  applied  to  Hell  is  different.  Here  it  signifies  to  nail  ot 
irritate,  a 

Ver.  0.  Want.  Heb.  "malediction."  S.  Jerom  specifies  the  kind.  C.~ 
Sept.  "  and  you  obstinately  turn  away  your  eyes,  and  supplant  me,"  &c.  H. 

Vbr.  11.  Devourer;  locusts  and  other  vermin.  M. — Malachias  came  latsr 
than  Aggeus,  and  probably  speaks  of  a  different  famine,  to  ***hich  the  Jew*  tct* 
exposed  for  neglecting  to  pay  tithes.  C. — How  many  now  wnrk  on  holy-dayb,  u 
if  all  depended  on  their  labour  and  not  oo  God's  h!es*ing  1  H. 


Cha*.  111. 


MALACH1AS. 


Chap.  IV. 


13  *Your  words  have  been  unsufferable  to  me,  saith 
the  Lord. 

14  And  you  have  said  :  What  have  we  spoken  against 
thee  ?  You  have  said :  He  laboureth  in  vain  that  serveth 
God,  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  his  ordinances, 
and  that  we  have  walked  sorrowful  before  the  Lord  of 
hosts  ? 

15  Wherefore  now  we  call  the  proud  people  happy, 
for  they  that  work  wickedness  are  built  up,  and  they  have 
tempted  God,  and  are  preserved. 

16  Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord,  spoke  every  one 
with  his  neighbour  :  and  the  Lord  gave  ear,  and  heard  it : 
and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him  for 
them  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  think  on  his  name. 

17  And  they  shall  be  my  special  possession,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  the  day  that  I  do  judgment:  and 
I  will  spare  them  as  a  man  spareth  his  son  that  serveth 
him.  V:v;;-'--  •  :}<  '    •'  • 

18  And  you  shall  return,  and  shall  see  the  difference 
between  the  just  and  the  wicked  j  and  between  him  that 
serveth  God,  and  him  that  serveth  him  not. 


•  John  xxi.  H.— »  Luke  L  78. 


Ver.  14.  Vain.  Murmuring  against  God  is  blasphemous  and  unsufferable. 
—  Sorrcncjul:  "humbled."    Chal.  "in  mourning."  Jun. 

Vbr.  15.  Proud.  Sept.  "  strange."  H.— Z  has  been  taken  for  w.— Built  tip  : 
have  a  numerous  family,  (C.)  and  abundance. —  Tempted.    Sept.  "resisted." 

Ver.  16.  Then.  Grabe  changes  ravra,  these  things,  into  toti,  then.  The 
Sept.  mako  the  pious  express  the  former  sentiments.  H.— David,  Jercrnias,  &c 
had  experienced  such  anxiety.  Psal.  lxxii.  2.  C. 

Ver.  17.  Possession  (peculium) ;  the  property  of  a  slave.  C— Such  look 
upon  the  smallest  things  with  eagerness. — Spare.    Sept.  M  chose,"  Sec  H. 

CHAP.  IV.  Ver.  1.  Furnace.  At  the  day  of  judgment  the  difference  between 
the  just  and  the  wicked  will  plainly  appear.  W.— This  sense  is  most  generally 
given,  as  well  M  to  those  words  where  our  Saviour  speaks  of  the  signs  of  the  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem  and  of  the  end  of  the  world  together.  Matt.  xxiv.  3;  Luke 
xxi.  5.— Proud.    Sept  "strangers."  C—  Branch.    No  hope  shall  remain.  M. 

Vbr.  2.  Wings.  The  sun  is  represented  with  wings,  to  imply  celerity.  The 
appearance  of  the  Lord  will  be  most  acceptable  to  the  virtuous.  C. — Herd.  Prot. 
"  stall."    Heb.  rnorbok,  (H.)  "  fattened." 

VaR.  3.  Ashes,  burnt  in  Jerusalem.  H-— Christians  rejoiced  in  the  execution 
af  Divine  justice.  The  Jews  were  not  allowed  to  approach  the  new  city,  Elia.  S.  Jer. 

Ver.  4.  Law.  This  must  be  your  guide  and  comfort.  Ho  more  prophets 
>=!l  appeal-  before  the  Baptist.  C. 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  judgment  of  the  wicked,  and  reward  of  the  just.  An  exhortation  to  observe 
the  hw.    Elias  shall  come  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jew*. 

■  J^OR  behold  the  day  shall  come,  kindled  as  a  furnace : 
J?  and  all  the  proud,  and  all  that  do  wickedly  shall  be 
stubble:  and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  set  them  on  fire,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  it  shall  not  leave  them  root,  nor  branch. 

2  °But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name,  the  sun  of  justice 
shall  arise,  and  health  in  his  wings  :  and  you  shall  go 
forth,  and  shall  leap  like  calves  of  the  herd. 

3  And  you  shall  tread  down  the  wicked,  when  they 
shall  be  ashes  under  the  sole  of  your  feet  in  the  day,  thai 
I  do  this,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

4  c Remember  the  law  of  Moses,  my  servant,  which  I 
commanded  him  in  Horeb,  for  all  Israel,  the  precepts, 
and  judgments. 

5  d  Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elias,  the  prophet,  before 
the  coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord. 

6  And  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the 
children,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fathers' 
lest  I  come,  and  strike  the  earth  with  anathema. 

•  Exod.  xx. ;  Deut.  t.  wA  vl.— «  Matt,  xvil  10;  Mark  ix.  10;  Luxe  L  17. 

Ver.  5.  Elias.  Sept.  add,  "the  Thesbite;"  and  S.  Jerom  (in  Matt  xrii.) 
■ays.  tlint  Elia*  ehall  indeed  come  and  restore  all  things. — Dreadful.  Christ's 
tirst  coming  was  in  all  meekness;  but  he  will  judge  in  terror.  Hence  the  pro- 
phet's meaning  is  not  that  S.  Juhn,  but  that  Bias  shall  coma  before  the  great  day 
of  the  Lord.  W. — Our  Saviour  testifies  that  the  Elias  whom  the  Jews  expected 
was  already  come.  Matt.  xi.  14,  and  xvii.  11;  Luke  ix.  8.  C. 

Ver.  6.  Heart,  &c.  By  bringing  over  the  Jews  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  he 
shall  reconcile  them  to  their  fathers,  viz.  the  patriarchs  and  prophets,  whose  heart* 
for  many  ages  have  been  turned  away  from  them,  because  of  their  recusing  to 
believe  in  Christ.  Ch. — The  antipathy  of  Jew-  and  Gentiles  shall  cease.  Both 
shall  enter  the  Church  of  Christ.  Isa.  xi.  13.  The  Baptist  strove  to  ameliorate 
the  manners  of  the  people,  and  to  bring  all  to  Christ,  who  reconciles  all  seeming 
contradictions  in  the  Scriptures.  He  came  to  put  an  end  to  all  dissensions.  C. — 
Anathema.  In  the  Heb.  cherem,  that  is,  with  utter  destruction.  Ch. — Sept 
"  entirely,"  (C)  or  "suddenly  f  apctjv.  S.  Jer.  Deut.  vii.  2(1.— This  passage  in- 
timates that  the  ruin  of  Jerusalem  is  threatened.  If  people  should  be  converted, 
would  that  stop  the  general  conflagration  ?  C. — Some  of  our  crafty  adversaries 
have  inferred  from  the  above  explanation  of  anathemu,  that  the  Church  raeaui 
heretics  to  be  destroyed  :  but  her  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world :  she  speaks  onlv 
of  the  soul,  and  exercises  a  spiritual  power.  H. 
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fnese  B  -oka  are  so  called,  because  they  contain  the  history  of  the  people  of  God  tinder  the  command  of  Judas  Machabeus  and  his  brethren  \  and  he,  as  some  jriE 

have  it,  was  surnamed  Afachabeus  from  carrying  in  his  ensigns,  or  standards,  those  words  of  Exodus  xv.  11,  a  Who  is  like  to  thee  among  the  strung,  0  Lord;"  If 


books  canonical*,  even  in  two  general  councils,  viz.  Florence  and  Trent,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  authenticity.  Ch. — The  most  ancient  Fathers,  Clem.,  (Strom.  L,) 
S.  Cyprian,  (1  Ep.  iii.  ad  Cornel.,)  3.  Ambrose,  (Off.  i.  41,  &c)  quote  them  as  Divine;  and  the  third  Councilof  Carthage,  Trent,  &c  huve  inserted  them  in  the 
canon.  Thoueh  (W. )  rf.  Jerom  did  not  translate  (C.)  or  urge  them  against  the  Jews,  ho  had  a  great  regard  for  them.  In  Dan.  t,  and  xi.,  4cc.  S.  Jerom  found  the 
first  of  these  books  in  Heh.,  the  second  in  Greek.  Ep.  106.  "We  have  a  third  also  in  Greek,  in  the  Comp.  Bible;  as  well  as  a  fourth,  mentioned  by  Sixtus,  (Bib.  i 
TP.)  "on  the  administration  of  Hircan,"  (C.)  to  which  reference  seems  to  be  made  1  Mac.  xv.  24,  (W.)  though  what  Is  extnnt  be  a  work  of  no  authority. — The 
authors  of  the  first  and  second  books  relate  many  of  the  same  events;  yet  seem  not  to  have  seen  each  other's  works.  The  latter  follows  the  Greek  chronology, 
dating  from  Tisri,  Sept.  and  October,  (C.)  A.  3838  to  3643,  (H.)  while  the  former  dates  from  Atian,  <C.)  our  March  or  April,  A.  3829  to  3809.  The  third  book 
gives  an  account  of  Philopator's  persecution  in  Egypt,  A.  3787.  The  fourth,  from  A.  3oS9  to  3893.  (H.)  is  little  known  among  the  Latins.  Calmet  gives  two  copio?, 
the  one  regarding  Hircan,  and  the  other  "  the  covernment  of  reason,"  or  the  martyrdom  of  the  llachabees,  A.  S837  (H.) ;  the  author  of  which  last  seems  to  iv**i 
aeon  a  Stoic.  C. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  reign  of  Alexander,  and  his  successors :  Anlioehus  rif.es  and  profanes 
the  temple  of  God :  and  persecutes  unto  death  all  that  will  not  forsake  the 
laxo  of  God,  and  the  religion  of  their  fathers, 

OW  'it  came  to  pass  after  that  Alexander,  the  son 
of  Philip,  the  Macedonian,  who  first  reigned  in 
Greece,  coming  out  of  the  laud  of  Cethiiu,  had  overthrown 
Darius,  king  of  the  Persians  and  Medes: 

2  He  fought  many  battles,  and  took  the  strong  holds 
of  all,  and  slew  the  kings  of  the  earth  : 

3  And  he  went  through  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth : 
and  took  the  spoils  of  many  nations :  and  the  earth  was 

quiet  before  him. 

4  And  he  gathered  a  power,  and  a  very  strong  army  : 
and  his  heart  was  exalted  and  lifted  up : 

5  And  he  subdued  countries  of  nations,  and  princes ; 
and  they  became  tributaries  to  him. 

6  And  after  these  things,  he  fell  down  upon  his  bed, 
and  knew  that  he  should  die. 

7  And  he  called  his  servants,  the  nobles  that  were 
brought  up  with  him  from  his  youth :  and  he  divided  his 
kingdom  among  them,  while  he  was  yet  alive. 

8  And  Alexander  reigned  twelve  years,  and  he  died*1 

9  And  his  servants  made  themselves  kings,  every  one 
in  his  place : 

10  And  they  all  put  crowns  upon  themselves  after  his 
death,  and  their  sons  after  them,  many  years ;  and  evils 
were  multiplied  in  the  earth. 

11  And  there  came  out  of  them  a  wicked  root.  Antio- 
chus  the  illustrious,  the  son  of  king  Antiochus,  who  had 
been  a  hostage  at  Rome :  and  he  reigned  in  the  hundred 
and  thirty-seventh  year  eof  the  kingdom  of  the  Greeks. 

12  In  those  days  there  went  out  of  Israel  wicked  men, 
and  they  persuaded  many,  saying :  Let  us  go,  and  make  a 
covenant  with  the  heathens  that  are  round  about  us :  for 
since  we  departed  from  them,  many  evils  have  befallen  us. 

13  And  the  word  seemed  good  in  their  eyes. 

14  And  some  of  the  people  determined  to  do  this,  and 
went  to  the  king :  and  he  gave  them  licence  to  do  after 
the  ordinances  of  the  heathens. 

15  And  they  built  a  place  of  exercise  in  Jerusalem,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  nations : 

•  A.  M.  36G9,  A.  C.  S38-— »  A.  M.  36S1.  A.  C.  Ml    ■  A.  M.  3323.  A.  C.  173. "  " 

CHAP.  T.  Vkr.  i.  Now.  Lit  "And."  II.— Thus  many  Heb.  books  com- 
mence, as  Exod.,  Jos.,  Bar.,  kc.  C. — Greece,  over  the  whole.  Uo  was  chosen 
goneraWimo.  H. — He  conquered  many  of  the  Greeks,  and  overthrew  Darius 

Codomaanus,  A.  3674.  C- 
Vf.r.  3.    Earth,  oven  to  India,  beyond  which  the  ancient*  knew  of  nothing. 

— Quiet,  or  silent;  depopulated,  (Isa.  xiv.  7,)  and  obedient,  flab.  ii.  20. 

Ver.  C.  Bed.  Some  suppose  through  poison,  (Diod.  xviL  S.  Jer.  ad  Lactam.) 
or  excess  of  wine  Athen.  x.  II. 

Vbr.  7.  Servants.  On  the  ninth  day  of  sickness  which  preceded  his  death, 
he  admitted  all  his  soldiers  to  kiss  his  hand.  Then  he  asked  his  friends,  if  they 
thought  they  should  find  such  another  king?  As  they  were  silent,  he  predicted 
w'lat  bloodshed  would  ensue,  and  told  them  to  bury  him  in  the  temple  of  Ainmon. 
When  they  asked  to  whom  he  left  the  throne,  he  said,  "to  the  m'oA  worthy."— 
Kingdom.  This  is  otherwise  related  by  Q.  Curtius ;  though  he  acknowledges  that 
divers  were  of  that  opinion,  and  that  it  had  been  delivered  by  some  authors.  Lib. 
10.    But  here  we  find  from  the  sacred  text  that  he  was  in  error.  Cb. 

Ver.  10.  Death,  twelve  years  being  expired,  when  all  the  posterity  of  Alex- 
ander were  dead.  His  generals  gradually  destroyed  each  other,  and  four  took  the 
diadem  at  the  same  time;  Ptolemy.  In  Egypt;  Seleucus.  in  Syria;  Cassander,  in 
Macedonia;  and  Lysimachus,  In  Thrace.  .lust.  13  and  15.  C. — Those  who  choose 
to  read  In  order,  may,  after  the  preface  2  Mac.  ii.  20,  read  the  above,  then  2  Mac. 
UL  1.  W. 

Ver.  11.    Antiochus  the  illustrious ;  Epiphanee,  the  younger  son  of  Antiochus 
she  Great,  who  usurped  the  kingdom,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  nephew  Demetrius, 
339 
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16  And  they  made  themselves  prepuces,  and  departed 
from  the  holy  covenant,  and  joined  themselves  to  the 
heathens,  and  were  sold  to  do  evil : 

17  d  And  the  kingdom  was  established  before  Antiochus. 
and  he  had  a  mind  to  reign  over  the  land  of  Egypt,  tha< 
he  might  reign  over  two  kingdoms. 

18  And  he  entered  into  Egypt  with  a  great  multitude, 
with  chariots,  and  elephants,  and  horsemen,  and  a  greai 
number  of  ships ; 

1 9  And  he  made  war  against  Ptolemee,  king  of  Egypt , 
but  Ptolemee  was  afraid  at  his  presence,  and  fled,  and 
many  were  wounded  unto  death. 

20  And  he  took  the  strong  cities  in  the  land  of  Egypt : 
and  he  took  the  spoils  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

21  And  after  Antiochus  had  ravaged  Egypt,  in  the 
hundred  and  forty-third  year,  che  returned  and  went  up 
against  Israel. 

22  And  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  with  a  great  mul- 
titude. $i  ,Vti;.j  .  v   b\  '.  > i 

23  And  he  proudly  entered  into  the  sanctuary,  and 
took  away  the  golden  altar,  and  the  candlestick  of  light, 
and  all  the  vessels  thereof,  and  the  table  of  proposition, 
and  the  pouring  vessels,  and  the  vials,  and  the  little  mor- 
tars of  gold,  and  the  veil,  and  the  crowns,  and  the  golden 
orjiament  that  was  before  the  temple  :  and  he  broke  them 
all  in  pieces. 

24  And  he  took  the  silver  and  gold,  and  the  precious 
vessels :  and  he  took  the  hidden  treasures,  which  he  found  : 
and  when  he  had  taken  all  away,  he  departed  into  his 
own  country. 

25  And  he  made  a  great  slaughter  of  men,  and  spoke 
very  proudly. 

26  And  there  was  great  mourning  in  Israel,  and  in 
every  place  where  they  were : 

27  And  the  princes,  and  the  ancients  mourned,  and 
the  virgins  and  the  young  men  were  made  feeble,-  and  the 
beautv  of  th^.  women  was  changed. 

28  Every  bridegroom  took  up  lamentation :  and  the 
bride  that  sat  in  the  marriage  bed,  mourned  : 

29  And  the  land  was  moved  for  the  inhabitants  thereof,- 
and  all  the  house  of  Jacob  was  covered  with  confusion. 

30  And  after  two  full  years,  fthe  king  sent  the  chief 

d  A.  M.  SSM.  A.  C.  170.—*  A.  M.  WM.— 1  A.  M.  SPSS,  A.  C.  168. 

son  of  his  elder  brother,  Seleucus  Philopator.  Ch.— Epiphanes  means  "  renowned." 
W. — He  look  this  titlo,  particularly  after  the  Samaritans  had  offered  it  to  hfm. 
Jos.  12.  Vaillant.  A.  145. — Greeks,  counting-  not  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Alexander,  but  from  the  Brst  year  of  Seleucus  Nicator.  Ch. — The  era  of  the 
Seleucidee  began  in  spring  or  autumn,  A.  3G92,  B.  C.  312.  though  the  Chaldeea 
and  Ptolemy  dale  from  the  following  spring.  C. — The  Grecian  monarchy  hail  then 
stood  twenty  years.  Ens.  W. 

Ver.  12.  Men.  jason  attempted  to  supplant  Onias  III.,  and  introduced 
pagan  customs  when  he  was  dead.  Menelaus  treated  him  in  like  manner.  Being 
cited  to  pay  what  he  had  promised,  he  loft  Lysimachus  in  his  place,  who  was  slain 
in  the  temple,  which  he  was  robbing.  2  Mac.  iv. —  Us.  Thus  the  Jews  complained 
in  the  days  of  Jereinias,  (xlir.  16,1  and  the  Christian  religion  was  blamed  for  all 
the  miseries  which  fell  upon  the  Roman  empire.  C. — S.  Aug.  proves  in  his  City  of 
God  that  this  accusation  was  false.  H. 

VEn.  16.  Sold  to  tlie  devil,  becoming  his  instruments.  3  Kings  ixi.  25  ;  Bora 
▼ii.  14.  C— Go  to  2  Mac.  iv.  7. 

Vbb.  17.  Egypt.  lie  coveted  this  kingdom,  having  Syria  already.  W. — Hs 
was  not  very  fit  for  war :  but  Egypt  was  now  under  Philometor,  a  child,  anrt 
Kpiphane*  made  an  easy  conquest.    After  ver.  20,  read  2  Mac.  iv.  21.  W. 

Vbr.  23.  Sanctuary.  Joeephua  (xii.  6)  writes,  that  Antiochus  elew  sneh  » 
oppose!  his  entrance  into  the  city,  and  afterwards  those  who  opened  the  ga:*s,  but 
would  have  prevented  his  plundering  the  temple.  W. 

Vbr.  30.  The  chief  collector,  &c  Apollonius.  Ch.  2  Mac.  t.  24.  \*V— H# 
basely  fell  upon  the  unsuspecting  citizens  on  a  sabbath  day.  H 
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collector  of  his  tributes  to  the  cities  of  Juda,  and  he  came 
to  Jerusalem  with  a  great  multitude. 

31  And  he  spoke  to  them  peaceable  words  is  deceit; 
and  they  believed  him. 

32  And  he  tel!  upon  the  city  suddenly,  and  struck  it 
with  a  great  slaughter,  and  destroyed  much  people  in 

Lsrael.  ;  •-  .;}  &di  Udo  t&a 

33  And  he  took  the  spoils  of  the  city,  and  burnt  it 
with  fire,  and  threw  down  the  houses  thereof,  and  the 
walls  thereof  round  about : 

34  And  they  took  the  women  captive,  and  the  children, 
and  the  cattle  they  possessed. 

35  And  they  built  the  city  of  David  with  a  great  and 
strong  wall,  and  with  strong  towers,  and  made  it  a  fortress 
for  them: 

3G  And  they  placed  there  a  sinful  nation,  wicked  men, 
and  they  fortified  themselves  therein :  and  they  stored  up 
armour,  and  victuals,  and  gathered  together  the  spoils  of 
Jerusalem ; 

37  And  laid  them  up  there :  and  they  became  a  great 
snare. 

38  And  this  was  a  place  to  lie  in  wait  against  the 
sanctuary,  and  an  evil  devil  in  Israel. 

39  And  they  shed  innocent  blood  round  about  the 
sanctuary,  and  defiled  the  holy  place. 

40  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  fled  away  by 
l^ason  of  them,  and  the  city  was  made  the  habitation  of 
strangers,  and  she  became  a  stranger  to  her  own  seed,  and 
her  children  forsook  her, 

41  Her  sanctuary  was  desolate  like  a  wilderness,  'her 
festival  days  were  turned  into  mourning,  her  sabbaths  into 
reproach,  hei  nonours  were  brought  to  nothing. 

42  Her  dishonour  was  increased  according  to  her 
glory,  and  her  excellency  was  turned  into  mourning. 

43  "And  king  Antiochus  wrote  to  all  his  kingdom,  that 
all  the  people  should  be  one :  and  every  one  should  leave 
his  own  law. 

44  And  all  nations  consented,  according  to  the  word 
of  king  Antiochus. 

45  And  many  of  Israel  consented  to  his  service,  and 
they  sacrificed  to  idols,  and  profaned  the  sabbath. 

46  And  the  king  sent  letters  by  the  hands  of  messen- 
gers to  Jerusalem,  and  to  all  the  cities  of  Juda;  that  they 
should  follow  the  law  of  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

47  And  should  forbid  holocausts  and  sacrifices,  and 
atonements  to  be  made  in  the  temple  of  God, 

48  And  should  prohibit  the  sabbath,  and  the  festival 
days  to  be  celebrated. 

49  And  he  commanded  the  holy  places  to  be  profaned, 
and  the  holy  people  of  Israel. 

  »  Tob.  H.  6;  Amoa  viii.  10.— b  A.  M.  3837,  A.  C.  167. 


Ver.  35.  The  city  of  David.  That  is,  the  castle  of  Sion.  Ch.— In  it  was 
placed  a  ^irrison  of  Macedonians.  W. 

Ver  38.  Sanctuary,  to  pillage  all  who  came  to  the  tempie.  C— An  evil 
devil  Lit.  an  adversary,  watching  constantly  to  do  harm,  as  the  evil  spirit  is 
always  watching  and  seeking  whom  he  could  devour.  Ch. 

Van.  40.  Fted  with  Judas,  fee,  2  Mac.  v.  Josephus  (xii.  7)  assures  as  that 
lie  Samaritans  flattered  Epiphanes,  and  begged  their  temple  might  be  consecrated 
to  Jupiter,  Sec. 

Vkk.  45.    Service,  or  worship,  (C.)  introduced  by  Epiphanes.  H. 
Ver.  40.    People.    He  forced  them  to  eat  forbidden  meat. 
Vsa.  57.    Fifteenth,    In  all  other  places  the  twcnty-flfih,  whence  tail  maybe 
(C.)  or  tho  altar  was  now  get  up,  (H.)  though  sacrifices  were  not  yet 


50  And  he  commanded  altars  to  be  built,  and  temples, 
and  idols,  and  swine's  flesh  to  be  immolated,  and  unclean 
beasts, 

m  51  And  that  they  should  leave  their  children  uncircum- 
cised,  and  let  their  souls  be  defiled  with  all  unclean  nesses. 
and  abominations,  to  the  end  that  they  should  forget  the 
law,  and  should  change  all  the  justifications  of  GocL 

52  And  that  whosoever  would  not  do  according  to  the 
word  of  king  Antiochus,  should  be  put  to  death. 

53  According  to  all  these  words  he  wrote  to  his  whole 
kingdom :  and  he  appointed  rulers  over  the  people  that 
should  force  them  to  do  these  things. 

54  And  they  commanded  the  cities  of  Juda  to  sacrifice. 

55  Then  many  of  the  people  were  gathered  to  them 
that  had  forsaken  the  law  of  the  Lord :  and  they  com- 
mitted evils  in  the  land  : 

56  And  they  drove  away  the  people  of  Israel  into  lurk- 
ing holes,  and  into  the  secret  places  of  fugitives. 

57  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Casleu,  in  the 
hundred  and  forty-fifth  year,  eking  Antiochus  set  up  the 
abominable  idol  of  desolation  upon  the  altar  of  God,  and 
they  built  altars  throughout  all  the  cities  of  Juda  round 
about: 

58  And  they  burnt  incense,  and  sacrificed  at  the  doors 
of  the  houses  and  in  the  streets. 

59  And  they  cut  in  pieces,  and  burnt  with  fire  the 

books  of  the  law  of  God  : 

60  And  every  one  with  whom  the  books  of  the  testa- 
ment of  the  Lord  were  found,  and  whosoever  observed 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  they  put  to  death,-  according  to  the 
edict  of  the  king. 

61  Thus  by  their  power  did  they  deal  with  the  people 
of  Israel,  that  were  found  in  the  cities  month  after 
month. 

62  And  on  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  montli, 
they  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  the  idol  that  was  ov  * 
against  the  altar  of  God, 

63  a  Now  the  women  that  circumcised  their  children, 
were  slain  according  to  the  commandment  of  king  .An- 
tiochus, 

64  And  they  hanged  the  children  about  their  necks  in 
all  their  houses :  and  those  that  had  circumcised  them 
they  put  to  death. 

65  And  many  of  the  people  of  Israel  determined  with 
themselves,  that  they  would  not  eat  unclean  things :  and 
they  chose  rather  to  die,  than  to  be  defiled  with  unclean 
meats : 

66  And  they  would  not  break  the  holy  law  of  God 
and  they  were  put  to  death  : 

67  And  there  was  very  great  wrath  upon  the  people. 


•  A.  M.  3837.— d  2  Mac.  ri.  10. 


offered.  C.-Idol.  The  stn.tuo  of  Jupiter  Olympic,  (Ch.)  as  Daniel  (ix.)  h&d 
foretold,  as  a  figure  ol  what  antichrist  would  do,  (Matt  xxlv.  W.)  as  we!l  as  tbt 
Romans,  when  they  took  Jerusalem. 

Vkr.  59.    Late,  and  all  the  sacred  writings.  Jos.  Suipit  2. 

Vjsb,.  61.  After  month.  People  were  compelled  to  sacrifice  on  the  samo  dv 
of  each  mooth  on  which  the  statue  had  been  dedicated.  Ver  62 

Vkr.  62.    Over  against,  or  (H.)  "upon,"  Mn.    The  Greek  altars  were  of  a 

Ver.  65.    Many.    Eleazar,  and  the  seTen  Machabeee,  &c.  C. 

\  eh.  67.    Wrath.    God  seemed  displeased,  as  he  was  with  too  many.  Read 

CHAP.  II.  Vbb.  l,    Joarib.    This  family  was  the  most  distinguished,  m 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  zeal  and  success  of  Mathathias.    His  exhortation  to  his  sons  at  hi*  death. 

IN  "those  days  arose  Mathathias,  the  son  of  John,  the 
son  of  Simeon,  a  priest  of  the  sons  of  Joarib,  from 
Jerusalem,  and  he  abode  in  the  mountain  of  Modin : 

2  And  he  had  five  sons :  John,  who  was  surnamed 

Gaddis ; 

3  And  Simon,  who  was  surnamed  Thasi ; 

4  And  Judas,  who  was  called  Machabeus  • 

5  And  Eleazar,  who  was  surnamed  Abaron ;  and 
Jonathan,  who  was  surnamed  Apphus. 

6  These  saw  the  evils  that  were  done  in  the  people  of 

Juda,  and  in  Jerusalem. 

7  And  Mathathias  said :  Woe  is  me,  wherefore  was  I 
bom  to  see  the  ruin  of  my  people,  and  the  ruin  of  the 
holy  city,  and  to  dwell  there,  when  it  is  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemies  ? 

8  The  holy  places  are  come  into  the  hands  of  strangers : 
her  temple  is  become  as  a  man  without  honour. 

9  The  vessels  of  her  glory  are  carried  away  captive ; 
ner  old  men  are  murdered  in  the  streets,  and  her  young 
men  are  fallen  by  the  sword  of  the  enemies. 

10  What  nation  hath  not  inherited  her  kingdom,  and 

gotten  of  her  spoils  ? 

1 1  All  her  ornaments  are  taken  away.    She  that  was 

free  is  made  a  slave. 

12  And  behold  our  sanctuary,  and  our  beauty,  and 
our  glory  is  laid  waste,  and  the  Gentiles  have  defiled 
them. 

13  To  what  end  then  should  we  live  any  longer? 

14  And  Mathathias  and  his  sons  rent  their  garments, 
and  they  covered  themselves  with  haircloth,  and  made 

great  lamentation. 

15  And  they  that  were  sent  from  king  Antiochus,  came 
thither,  to  compel  them  that  were  fled  into  the  city  of 
Modin,  to  sacrifice,  and  to  burn  incense,  and  to  depart 
from  the  law  of  God. 

16  And  many  of  the  people  of  Israel  consented  and 
came  to  them :  but  Mathathias  and  his  sons  stood  firm. 

17  And  they  that  were  sent  from  Antiochus,  answer- 
ing, said  to  Mathathias :  Thou  art  a  ruler,  and  an  honour- 
able, and  great  man  in  this  city,  and  adorned  with  sons, 
and  brethren. 

18  Therefore,  come  thou  first,  and  obey  the  kings 
commandment,  as  all  nations  have  done,  and  the  men  of 
Juda,  and  they  that  remain  in  Jerusalem :  and  thou,  and 
thy  sons  shall  be  in  the  number  of  the  kings  friends,  and 
enriched  with  gold,  and  silver,  and  many  presents. 

19  Then  Mathathias  answered,  and  said  with  a  loud 

'A.M.  3837. 


Joeephus,  who  sprung  fnrn  it,  asserts,  (H.)  being  the  first  of  the  twenty-four 
families  of  priests.  1  Par.  xxiv.  7,  19.  M. — Mathathias  was  probably  a  descendant 
of  Phinees,  (ver.  64,)  a\d  was  officating  when  the  impious  orders  arrived.  Where- 
upon he  retired  to  M  riin,  (C.)  near  Diospolis,  S.  Jer.— Judas  was  chosen,  (Jos,,) 
and  Jonathan  exer-ised  the  functions.  Ant.  xx.  8. 

Vbr.  2.    Gaddis,  "  a  troop,  fortunate,  or  a  heap  of  wheat."  C. 

Vbr.  3.    Than,  in  Syr.  "  ardent,"  or  feeble,  (C.)  or  a  destroyer.  Pagn. 

Vbr.  4.  Machabeus'.  The  common  etymology  has  been  given.  H.— But 
Judas  had  then  no  banners,  and  there  is  no  proof  that  the  Jews  used  such  abbrevi- 

VWfc  6-    Abaron,  "passing,"  undaunted,  (C)  or  « potent."— Apphus,  "the 
wrath  or  flying  of  counsel,"  (Pagn.,)  "fainting,  abundant,  or  dissipating.'  C— 
This  email  help,  of  great  importance,  was  foretold  by  Daniel,  xi.  34.  W. 
334 


voice  :  Although  all  nations  obey  king  Antiochus,  so  as  to 
depart  every  man  from  the  service  of  the  law  of  his  fathers, 
and  consent  to  his  commandments ; 

20  I,  and  my  sons,  and  my  brethren  will  obey  the  law 
of  our  fathers. 

21  God  be  merciful  unto  us:  it  is  not  profitable  for  us 
to  forsake  the  law,  and  the  justices  of  God  : 

22  We  will  not  hearken  to  the  words  of  king  Antiochus, 
neither  will  we  sacrifice  and  transgress  the  command- 
ments of  our  law,  to  go  another  way. 

23  Now  as  he  left  ofF  speaking  these  words,  there  came 
a  certain  Jew  in  the  sight  of  all  to  sacrifice  to  the  idols 
upon  the  altar  in  the  city  of  Modin,  according  to  the 
king's  commandment 

24  And  Mathathias  saw,  and  was  grieved,  and  his  reins 
trembled,  and  his  wrath  was  kindled  according  to  the 
judgment  of  the  law,  and  running  upon  him  he  slew  him 
upon  the  altar : 

25  Moreover,  the  man  whom  king  Antiochus  had  sent, 
who  compelled  them  to  sacrifice,  he  slew  at  the  same  time, 
and  pulled  down  the  altar, 

26  And  showed  zeal  for  the  law,  "as  Phinees  did  by 
Zamri,  the  son  of  Salomi. 

27  And  Mathathias  cried  out  in  the  city  with  a  loud 
voice,  saying :  Every  one  that  hath  zeal  for  the  law,  and 
maintaineth  the  testament,  let  him  follow  me. 

28  So  he  and  his  sons  fled  into  the  mountains,  and  left 
all  that  they  had  in  the  city. 

29  Then  many  that  sought  after  judgment,  and  justice, 
went  down  into  the  desert : 

30  And  they  abode  there,  they  and  their  children,  and 
their  wives,  and  their  cattle :  because  afflictions  increased 
upon  them. 

31  And  it  was  told  to  the  kings  men,  and  to  the  army 
that  was  in  Jerusalem,  in  the  city  of  David,  that  certain 
men,  who  had  broken  the  king's  commandment,  were 
gone  away  into  the  secret  places  in  the  wilderness,  and 
that  many  were  gone  after  them. 

32  And  forthwith  they  went  out  towards  them,  and 
made  war  against  them  on  the  sabbath  day. 

33  And  they  said  to  them :  Do  you  still  resist  ?  come 
forth,  and  do  according  to  the  edict  of  king  Antiochus, 
and  you  shall  live. 

34  And  they  said :  We  will  not  come  forth,  neither 
will  we  obey  the  king's  edict,  to  profane  the  sabbath  day. 

35  And  "they  made  haste  to  give  them  battle. 

36  But  they  answered  them  not,  neither  did  they  cast 
a  stone  at  them,  nor  stopped  up  the  secret  places, 

37  Saying :  Let  us  all  die  in  our  innocency :  and 

b  Nam.  xxt.  13. 


Vbr.  7.    Ruin.    S.  Polyearp  used  a  similar  exclamation.  Ens.  v.  19. 

Vbr.  14.    Lamentation'    By  voluntary  mortification,  bo  sought  to  appease 

God's  indignation.  M. 

Van.  18.  They.  Josephus  mentions  Apellee.  Persecutors  nave  thus  fre- 
quently attempted  to  delude  the  faithful ;  first  by  flattery,  and  then  by  torments. 

Vbr.  ft    Way.    Gr.  "to  the  right  or  to  the  left*'  H. 

Ver.  24.  Law.  Deut.  xi.  6,  <M.)  and  xiii.  9.  Those  who  attempted  to  intro- 
duce the  worship  of  idols  were  to  bo  slain  without  farther  trial.  C.— Mathathias 

was  then  judge  and  high  priest,  w. 
Vbr.  29.    And  justice.    Tho  ceremonial  and  moral  law,  (C)  or  to  Uv» 

piously.  M. 

Vbr.  S4.    Sabbath.    By  sacrificing  to  idols,  or  by  coming  forth  to  fight  H. 
Vbr.  37.    Innocency.    Lit  «  simplicity,"  his  often  this  sense.    Their  pirtj 
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heaven  and  earth  shall  be  witnesses  for  us,  that  you  put 
us  to  death  wrongfully. 

38  So  they  gave  them  battle  on  the  sabbath  :  and  they 
were  slain,  with  their  wives,  and  their  children,  and  their 
cattle,  to  the  number  of* a  thousand  persons. 

39  And  Mathatlnas  and  his  i'riends  heard  of  it,  and 
they  mourned  for  them  exceedingly. 

40  And  everv  man  said  to  his  neighbour :  If  we  shall 
all  do  as  our  brethren  have  done,  and  not  fight  against  the 
heathens  for  our  lives,  and  our  justifications :  they  will 
now  quickly  root  us  out  of  the  earth. 

41  And  they  determined  in  that  day,  saying:  Whoso- 
ever shall  come  up  against  us  to  fight  on  the  sabbath  day, 
we  will  fight  against  him  :  and  we  will  not  all  die,  as  our 
brethren  that  were  slain  in  the  secret  places. 

42  Then  was  assembled  to  them  the  congregation  of 
the  Assideans,  the  stoutest  of  Israel,  every  one  that  had  a 
good  will  for  the  law. 

43  And  all  they  that  fled  from  the  evils,  joined  them- 
selves to  them,  and  were  a  support  to  them. 

44  And  they  gathered  an  army,  and  slew  the  sinners 
in  their  wrath,  and  the  wicked  men  in  their  indignation : 
and  the  rest  fled  to  the  nations  for  safety.  % 

45  And  Mathathias  and  his  friends  went  round  t^out, 
and  they  threw  down  the  altars : 

46  And  they  circumcised  all  the  children  whom  they 
found  in  the  confines  of  Israel  that  were  uncircumcised : 
and  they  did  valiantly. 

47  And  they  pursued  after  the  children  of  pride,  and 
the  work  prospered  in  their  hands : 

48  And  they  recovered  the  law  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
nations,  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the  kings:  and  they 
yielded  not  the  horn  to  the  sinner. 

49  Now  the  days  drew  near  that  Mathathias  should 
die,  and  he  said  to  his  sons :  Now  hath  pride  and  chastise- 
ment gotten  strength,  and  the  time  of  destruction,  and  the 
wrath  of  indignation : 

50  Now,  therefore,  O  my  sons,  be  ye  zealous  for  the 
law,  and  give  your  lives  for  the  covenant  of  your  fathers. 

51  And  call  to  remembrance  the  works  of  the  lathers, 
which  they  have  done  in  their  generations  :  and  you  shall 
receive  great  glory,  and  an  everlasting  name. 

52  "Was  not  Abraham  found  iaithful  in  temptation, 
and  it  was  reputed  to  him  unto  justice? 

53  a  Joseph,  in  the  time  of  his  distress,  kept  the  com- 
mandment, and  he  was  made  lord  of  Egypt. 

54  cPhinees,  our  father,  by  being  fervent  in  the  zeal 
of  God,  received  the  covenant  of  an  everlasting  priest- 
hood. 


Gen.  xiii.  ?— i*  Gen.  xli.  it).— *  Nmn,  xxv.  13;  Eccli.  xlv.  25,^  Jw.  I  2.— •  Norn.  sir.  6; 


ma  not,  however,  enlightened,  as  the  ceremonial  law  gives  way  on  such  occasions. 
C— Their  simplicity  is  commended  by  S.  Ambrose,  Of.  i.  40.  " 

Ver.  41.  Come  up.  They  gay  not  that  they  will  attack.  C. — Pompey  per- 
ceived this,  and  made  his  advances  and  works  on"  the  sabbath  without  opposition. 
Jos.  Bel.  i.  5.— Ptolemy  I.  had  thus  taken  Jerusalem.  Ant.  xil.  1. — The  Sama- 
ritans will  not  move  on  that  day.  Exod.  xvi.  29.  Ep.  2,  ad  Scalig.— The  Jews  now 
lake  care  of  the  sick,  but  will  not  help  a  boas',  out  of  the  ditch  on  the  sabbath, 
though  in  our  Saviour's  time  they  did  just  the  reverse.  Luke  xiv.  5. 

Vf»  42.  The  .lssideans.  A  set  of  mer.  that  led  a  religious  life;  and  were 
Ntbxa  for  the  law  and  worship  of  God.  Cb.— Esidim  (H.;  means  "the  pious." 
Sccli  sfiv.  10.  Many  think  they  were  the  iamo  with  the  Cinites,  Hechabites,  and 
Essenea.  From  thera  sprung  the  Pharisees.  C- — The  society  was  intent  on  adorn- 
ing tne  temple,  (Seal.,)  by  which  they  swore.  Matt,  xxiil.  6.  C. 


55  Jesus,  whilst  he  fulfilled  the  word,  was  made  ruler 
in  Israel. 

56  'Caleb,  for  bearing  witness  before  the  congregation, 
received  an  inheritance. 

57  'David,  by  his  mercy,  obtained  the  throne  of  an 

everlasting  kingdom. 

58  'Elias,  while  he  is  full  of  zeal  for  the  law,  was  taken 
up  into  heaven. 

59  b  Ananias  and  Azarias  and  Misael,  by  believing 
were  delivered  out  of  the  flame. 

60  1  Dan  el,  in  his  innocency,  was  delivered  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  lions. 

61  And  thus  consider,  through  all  generations:  that 
none  that  trust  in  him,  fail  in  strength. 

62  And  fear  not  the  words  of  a  sinful  man,  for  his  glory 
is  duncr  and  worms : 

63  To-day  he  is  lifted  up,  and  to-morrow  he  shall  not 
be  found,  because  he  is  returned  into  his  earth,  and  his 
thought  is  come  to  nothing. 

64  You,  therefore,  my  sons,  take  courage,  and  behave 
manfully  in  the  law :  for  by  it  you  shall  be  glorious. 

65  And  behold,  1  know  that  your  brother  Simon  is  a 
man  of  counsel :  give  ear  to  him  always,  and  he  shall  be  a 
father  to  you. 

66  And  Judas  Machabeus,  who  is  valiant  and  strong 
from  his  youth  up,  let  him  be  the  leader  of  your  armyt  and 
lie  shall  manage  the  war  of  the  people. 

67  And  you  shall  take  to  you  all  that  observe  the  law : 
and  revenge  ye  the  wrong  of  your  people. 

68  Render  to  the  Gentiles  their  reward,  and  take  heed 
to  the  precepts  of  the  law. 

69  And  he  blessed  them,  and  was  joined  to  his 
fathers.      --y-  . ■     ^i:^vgM         -f        'm*  -v  :•.->*- 

70  And  he  died  in  the  hundred  and  forty-sixth  kyear: 
and  he  was  buried  by  his  sons  in  the  sepulchres  of  his 
fathers,  in  Modin,  and  all  Israel  mourned  for  him  with 
great  mourning. 

CHAP.  III. 

Judas  Machabeus  succeeds  his  father,  and  overthrow$  Apollonius  and  Seron. 
A  great  army  is  sent  against  him  out  of  Syria.    Me  prepares  his  people 

Jot  battle  by  fasting  and  prayer. 

fllHEN  his  son  Judas,  called  Machabeus,  rose  up  in 
J_   his  stead. 

2  And  all  his  brethren  helped  him,  and  all  they  that 
had  joined  themselves  to  his  father,  and  they  fought  with 
cheerfulness  the  battle  of  Israel. 

3  And  he  got  his  people  great  honour,  and  put  on  a 
breastplate  as  a  giant,  and  girt  his  warlike  armour  about 
him  in  battles,  and  protected  the  camp  with  his  sword. 

Jo*  xir.  14.— '  2  Klogi  U.  4.— e  4  Kiogi  H.  11.— a  Dan.  UL  50.-1  D*n.  rl.  12.— *  A.  M.  3831 


Vbk.  44.    Sinners.    Apostate  Jews.  C. 

Ybr.  48.    Horn.    That  is,  they  suffered  not  the  power  of  Antloehus,  that 
of  sin,  to  abolish  the  law  atid  religion  of  God.  Ch. 
Vbb.  68.    Lord,  next  to  the  king.  Gen.  xli.  40. 
Vbh.  64.    Everlasting,  as  long  aa  tlie  old  law  should  subsist.  C 
Vsn.  55.    Jesus;  i.  e.  Josue.  Ch. 

%  iiH.  66.  People.  Order  is  peculiarly  requisite  in  all  things,  so  here  the  prope» 
persons  are  chosen,  to  whom  each  mait"  submit  in  their  sphere.  W, — Mafhathtw 
fipeaka  as  chief  of  the  nation.  C 

Van.  70.  Year.  Xot  of  his  age,  but  of  the  Greeks,  (M.)  after  being  at  ibe 
head  about  twelve  months.  A.  3838.  C. 

CHAP.  lit  Vbk.  1.  Judas,  the  eldest.  Jo*.  Bel.  i.  1.— Htoikill  and  ralow 
also  him  to  this  post.  C. 
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4  In  his  acts  he  was  like  a  lion,  and  like  a  lion  s  whelp 
roaring  for  his  prey. 

5  And  he  pursued  the  wicked  and  sought  them  out, 
and  theiri  that  troubled  his  people  he  burnt  with  fire : 

6  And  his  enemies  were  driven  away  for  fear  of  him, 
and  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  were  troubled :  and  salva- 
tion prospered  in  his  hand. 

7  And  he  grieved  many  kings,  and  made  Jacob  glad 
with  his  works,  and  his  memory  is  blessed  for  ever. 

8  And  he  went  through  the  cities  of  Juda,  and  de- 
stroyed the  wicked  out  of  them,  and  turned  away  wrath 
from  Israel. 

9  And  lie  was  renowned  even  to  the  utmost  part  of  the 
earth,  and  he  gathered  them  that  were  perishing. 

10  aAnd  Apollonius  gathered  together  the  Gentiles, 
and  a  numerous  and  great  army  from  Samaria,  to  make 
war  against  Israel. 

11  And  Judas  understood  it,  and  went  forth  to  meet 
him :  and  he  overthrew  him,  and  killed  him :  and  many 
fell  down  slain,  and  the  rest  fled  away. 

12  And  Ke  took  their  spoils,  and  Judas  took  the  sword 
of  Apollonius,  and  fought  with  it  all  his  lifetime. 

13  And  Seron,  captain  of  the  army  of  Syria,  heard  that 
Judas  had  assembled  a  company  of  the  faithful,  and  a  con- 
gregation with  him, 

14  And  he  said :  I  will  get  me  a  name,  and  will  be 
glorified  in  the  kingdom,  and  will  overthrow  Judas,  and 
those  that  are  with  him,  that  have  despised  the  edict  of 
the  king. 

15  And  he  made  himself  ready:  and  the  host  of  the 
wicked  went  up  with  him,  strong  succours,  to  be  re- 
venged of  the  children  of  Israel. 

16  And  they  approached  even  as  far  as  Bethoron :  and 
Judas  went  forth  to  meet  him,  with  a  small  company. 

17  But  when  thev  saw  the  army  coming  to  meet  them, 
they  said  to  Judas :  How  shall  we,  being  few,  be  able  to 
fight  against  so  great  a  multitude,  and  so  strong,  and  we 
are  ready  to  faint  with  fasting  to-day  ? 

18  Aud  Judas  said :  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  many  to 
be  shut  up  in  the  hands  of  a  few :  and  there  is  no  differ- 
ence in  the  sight  of  the  God  of  heaven  to  deliver  with  a 
great  multitude,  or  with  a  small  company : 

19  For  the  success  of  war  is  not  in  the  multitude  of  the 
army,  but  strength  cometh  from  heaven. 

20  They  come  against  us  with  an  insolent  multitude, 
and  with  pride,  to  destroy  us,  and  our  wives,  and  our 
children,  and  to  take  our  spoils. 

21  But  we  will  fight  for  our  lives,  and  our  laws: 

22  And  the  Lord  himself  wili  overthrow  them  before 
our  face :  but  as  for  you,  fear  them  not. 

23  And  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking,  he 
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Ver.  7.  Singe.  Epiphanw,  Eupator,  and  Demetrius,  with  their  generals.  C. 
Ver.  9.    Go  tb  2  Mac  viii.  1.  W*. 

Vjsk.  10.    Apollonius,  who  had  pillaged  Jerusalem.  2  Mac  v.  24. 

Vsa.  16.  JBetkor on j.eqxni  leagues  north  of  Jerusalem. 

Vbr.  17.    Fasting.    Judas  thus  laudably  prepared  for  battle.  C. 

Vbr.  25.  Them.  Philip  wrote  from  Jerusalem  to  Ptolemy,  to  send  aid.  He 
Immediately  despatched  Nicanor  and  Gorgias,  who  doubted  not  of  success ;  bo  that 
they  brought  the  merchants  to  buy  the  Jews.  2  Mac  viii. 

Vkh.  20.  Land.  He  formerly  received  three  hundred  talents  from  Jcdea: 
now  he  was  foreed  to  send  money  thither.  Snip.  2.  C. 


rushed  suddenly  upon  them :  and  Seron  and  his  hosi 
were  overthrown  before  him : 

24  And  he  pursued  him  by  the  descent  of  Betlioron, 
even  to  the  plain,  and  there  fell  of  them  eight  hundred 
men,  and  the  rest  fled  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines. 

25  And  the  fear  of  Judas,  and  of  his  brethren,  and  the 
dread  of  them  fell  upon  all  the  nations  round  about  them. 

26  And  his  fame  came  to  the  king,  and  all  nations  told 
of  the  battles  of  Judas. 

27  Now11  when  king  Antiochus  heard  these  words,  he 
was  angry  in  his  mind ;  and  he  sent,  and  gathered  the 
forces  of  all  his  kingdom,  an  exceeding  strong  army. 

28  And  he  opened  his  treasury,  and  gave  out  pay  to 
the  army  for  a  year:  and  he  commanded  them,  that  they 
should  be  ready  for  all  things. 

29  And  he  perceived  that  the  money  of  his  treasures 
failed,  and  that  the  tributes  of  the  country  were  small,  be- 
cause of  the  dissension,  and  the  evil  that  he  had  brought 
upon  the  land,  that  he  might  take  away  the  laws  of  old 
times: 

30  And  he  feared  that  he  should  not  have  as  formerly, 
enough  for  charges  and  gifts,  which  he  had  given  before 
with  a  liberal  hand ;  for  he  had  abounded  more  than  the 
kings  that  had  been  before  him. 

31  And  he  was  greatly  perplexed  in  mind,  and  pur- 
posed to  go  into  Persia,  and  to  take  tributes  of  the  coun- 
tries, and  to  gather  much  money. 

32  And  he  left  Lysias,  a  nobleman  of  the  blood  royal, 
to  oversee  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  from  the  river 
Euphrates  even  to  the  river  of  Egypt : 

33  And  to  bring  up  his  son,  Antiochus,  till  he  came 

again.  ^SiS:  r 

34  And  he  delivered  to  him  half  the  army,  and  the 
elephants :  and  he  gave  him  charge  concerning  all  that  he 
would  have  done,  and  concerning  the  inhabitants  of  Judea, 
and  Jerusalem. 

35  And  that  he  should  send  an  army  against  them,  to 
destroy  and  root  out  the  strength  of  Israel,  and  the  rem- 
nant of  Jerusalem,  and  to  take  away  the  memory  of  them 
from  that  place  : 

36  And  that  he  should  settle  strangers,  to  dwell  in  all 
their  coasts,  and  divide  their  land  by  lot. 

37  So  the  king  took  the  half  of  the  army  that  remained, 
cand  went  forth  from  Antioch,  the  chief  city  of  his  king- 
dom, in  the  hundred  and  forty-seventh  year:  and  he 
passed  over  the  river  Euphrates,  and  went  through  the 
higher  countries* 

38  Then  Lysias  chose  Ptolemee,  the  son  of  Dorymenus, 
and  Nicanor,  and  Gorgias,  mighty  men  of  the  king's 
friends. 

39  And  he  sent  with  them  forty  thousand  men,  and 

*  A.  M.  3S29,  A.  C.  165.— »  A-  M.  SS39. 


Ver.  30.  Liberal.  Epiphanes  left  many  vestiges  of  his  magnificence.  Vaillant. 
—The  very  year  when  Apollonius  was  defeated,  (Usher,  A.  36118.  C.)  he  exhibited 
most  costly  games  at  Daphne,  near  Antioch,  to  excel  those  of  P.  Erniliua,  U 
Amphipolis.  Athen.  v.  4. 

Vise.  31.    Persia.    The  Arab.  (2  Mac.  via.)  says,  the  king  had  revolted.  C- 

Vbr.  37.    Countries,  and  took  Artaxias,  king  of  Armenia.  S.  Jer. 

Vbr.  38.  Ptolemee.  He  had  been  governor  of  Cyprus,  under  Philometor,  am? 
gave  him  the  revenue  only  when  he  was  capable  of  acting  for  himself.  Polyb. 

Ver.  40.    E/nrnaus,  two  leagues  west  of  Jerusalem,  (C.)  diiTerent  trom 
mentioned  by  S.  Luke.  Beland. 
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aeven  thousand  horsemen :  to  go  into  the  land  of  Juda, 
and  to  destroy  it,  according  to  the  king's  orders. 

40  So  they  went  forth  with  all  their  power,  and  came, 
and  pitched  near  Emmaus,  in  the  plain  country. 

41  .And  the  merchants  of  the  countries  heard  the  fame 
of  them  :  and  they  took  silver  and  gold  in  abundance,  and 
servants  •  and  they  came  into  the  camp,  to  buy  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  for  slaves:  and  there  were  joined  to  them 
the  forces  of  Syria,  and  of  the  land  of  the  strangers. 

42  And  Judas,  and  his  brethren,  saw  that  evils  were 
multiplied,  and  that  the  armies  approached  to  their  bor- 
ders: nnd  they  knew  the  orders  the  king  had  given  to 
destroy  the  people,  and  utterly  abolish  them. 

43  And  they  said,  every  man  to  his  neighbour :  Let  us 
raise  up  the  low  condition  of  our  people,  and  let  us  fight 
for  our  people,  and  our  sanctuary. 

44  And  the  assembly  was  gathered,  that  they  might  be 
ready  for  battle :  and  that  they  might  pray,  and  ask  mercy 
and  compassion. 

45  Now  Jerusalem  was  not  inhabited,  but  was  like  a 
desert :  there  was  none  of  her  children  that  went  in  or 
out :  and  the  sanctuarv  was  trodden  down  :  and  the  chil- 
dren  of  strangers  were  in  the  castle,  there  was  the  habita- 
tion of  the  Gentiles :  and  joy  was  taken  away  from  Jacob, 
and  the  pipe  and  harp  ceased  there. 

46  And  they  assembled  together,  and  came  to  Maspha, 
over  against  Jerusalem :  for  in  Maspha  was  a  place  of 
prayer  heretofore  in  Israel. 

47  And  they  fasted  that  day,  and  put  on  haircloth,  and 
put  ashes  upon  their  heads :  and  they  rent  their  garments  : 

48  And  they  laid  open  the  books  of  the  law,  in  which 
the  Gentiles  searched  for  the  likeness  of  their  idols : 

49  And  they  brought  the  priestly  ornaments,  and  the 
first-fruits  and  tithes,  and  stirred  up  the  Zsazarites  that  had 
fulfilled  their  davs : 

50  And  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice  toward  heaven, 
saying:  What  shall  we  do  with  these,  and  whither  shall 
we  carry  them  ? 

51  For  thy  holies  are  trodden  down,  and  are  profaned, 
and  thy  priests  are  in  mourning,  and  are  brought  low. 

52  And  behold  the  nations  are  come  together  against 
us,  to  destroy  us :  thou  knowest  what  they  intend  against  us. 

53  How  shall  we  be  able  to  stand  before  their  face, 
unless  thou,  O  God,  help  us? 

54  Then  they  sounded  with  trumpets,  and  cried  out 
with  a  loud  voice. 

55  And  after  this,  Judas  appointed  captains  over  the 
people,  over  thousands,  and  over  hundreds,  and  over  fifties, 
and  over  tens. 

•  Dcut.  xx.  S,  and  6 ;  Judg.  vii.  S. 

Vbr.  41.  Servants.  Josephus  (xii.  11)  adds  "  chains,"  which  wore  all  turned 
ur&inst  them  by  Judas.  C. 

Vkh.  4i.  Pray.  This,  with  fasting  and  other  penitential  works,  is  the  best 
urnour  in  holy  wars  of  religion. 

Vsr.  Maspha.    Silo  had  been,  and  Jerusalem  was  afterwards,  the  place 

tor  public  prayer.  W. 

Ver.  48.  Jn  which.  The  Greek  text  seems  corrupt.  By  a  small  change  we 
might  render,  "  while.'*  C. — For.  Many  Greek  copies  add,  "  to  inscribe,*'  (M.) 
or  41  draw  upon  triem  tho  likenesses  of  their  idols."  H. — Thus  they  wished  to  defile 
tho  books  as  they  had  done  the  temple,  (M  )  and  reader  them  useless  to  the  Jews.  H. 

Vbr.  49.  Ornament/,  which  they  had  rescued  from  plunder.  It  seems  they 
Sttrf  also  set  -p  a  sort  of  tabernacle,  and  had  some  ornament  from  the  sanctuary. 
-Ttayt.    Thoy  ou^ht  then  to  offer  victims,  which  wan  now  impossible. 


56  'And  he  said  to  them  that  were  building  houses,  or 
had  betrothed  wives,  or  were  planting  vineyards,  or  were 
fearful,  that  they  should  return  every  man  to  his  house, 
according  to  the  law. 

57  So  they  removed  the  camp,  and  pitched  on  the 
south  side  of  Emmaus. 

58  And  Judas  said  :  Gird  yourselves,  and  be  valiant 
men,  and  be  ready  against  the  morning,  that  you  may 
fight  with  these  nations  that  are  assembled  against  us,  to 
destrov  us  and  our  sanctuary. 

59  For  it  is  better  for  us  to  die  in  battle,  than  to  see 
the  evils  of  our  nation,  and  of  the  holies: 

60  Nevertheless,  as  it  shall  be  the  will  of  God  in  hea- 
ven, so  be  it  done. 

CHAP.  IT. 

Judas  routs  the  king's  army.  Gorgia*  flies  before  him.  Lysias  comes  againsi 
him  with  a  great  army,  hut  is  defeated.  Judas  cleanses  the  temple,  ssU 
tip  a  new  altar,  and  fortifies  the  sanctuary. 

THEN  bGorgias  took  five  thousand  men,  and  a  thou- 
sand of  the  best  horsemen  ;  and  they  removed  out  of 
the  camp  by  night. 

2  That  they  might  come  upon  the  camp  of  the  Jews, 
and  strike  them  suddenly :  and  the  men  that  were  of  the 
castle  were  their  guides. 

3  And  Judas  heard  of  it,  and  rose  up,  he  and  th*» 
valiant  men,  to  attack  the  king's  forces  that  were  in  Em- 
maus. 

4  For  as  yet  the  army  was  dispersed  from  the  camp. 

5  And  Gorgias  came  by  night  into  the  camp  of  Juda*, 
and  found  no  man ;  and  he  sought  them  in  the  mountains  : 
for  he  said :  These  men  flee  from  us. 

6  And  when  it  was  day,  Judas  showed  himself  in  the 
plain  with  three  thousand  men  only,  who  neither  had 
armour  nor  swords : 

7  And  they  saw  the  camp  of  the  Gentiles  that  it  waa 
strong,  and  the  men  in  breastplates,  and  the  horsemen 
round  about  them,  and  these  were  trained  up  to  war. 

8  And  Judas  said  to  the  men  that  were  with  him: 
Fear  ye  not  their  multitude,  neither  be  ye  afraid  of  their 
assault  ;  *•  i«v|:? 

9  c  Remember  in  what  manner  our  fathers  were  saved 
in  the  Red  Sea,  when  Pharao  pursued  them  with  a  great 
army. 

10  And  now  let  us  cry  to  heaven,  and  the  Lord  will 
have  mercy  on  us,  and  will  remember  the  covenant  of  our 
fathers,  and  will  destroy  this  army  before  our  face  this 
dav : 

1 1  And  all  nations  shall  know  that  there  is  one  that 
redeemeth  and  delivereth  Israel. 

11  A.  M.  38S9,  A.  C.  165.—"  Exofl.  xir.  9. 

Vbr.  56.    Law.    Deut.  xx.  5.  C. — Yet  his  forces  were  already  few.  H. 

Vbr.  60.    Done.    This  godly  resolution  inspired  them  with  courage,  and  pro- 
cured the  victory.  W. 

CHAP.  IV.  Vrr.  2.    Guides.    Several  were  apostates.    Judas  was  at  or  new 
Maspha.  C. 

Ver.  4.    Camp,  foraging,  or,  they  despised  the  forces  of  Judas,  and  supposed 
he  was  in  the  camp,  or  engaged  with  Gorgias. 

Vbr.  6.    Three.    We  find  seven  thousand  elsewhere.    He  was  at  the  head  of 
three  thousand,  and  set  his  three  brothers  over  fifteen  hundred  each. —  Who.  Some 
copies  read,  "because."    He  could  arm  no  more  completely.— Sicords.    Thi»  It 
added  in  Greek  and  in  some  Latin  copies.  Ver.  15.  C. — They  were  ill  armed 
through  poverty  (Jos.)  chiefly,  (H.)  using  slings.  Zac,  ix.  15.  C. 

Vbb.  15.    Gezeron,  or  Gazera,  near  Emmaus.— Idumea.    Alex.  MS.  wed* 
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12  And  the  strangers  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  saw  them 
coming  against  them. 

13  And  they  went  out  of  the  camp  to  battle;  and  thev 
that  were  with  Judas  sounded  the  trumpet. 

14  And  they  joined  battle:  and  the  Gentiles  were 
routed,  and  rled  into  the  plain. 

15  But  all  the  hindmost  of  them  fell  by  the  sword: 
and  they  pursued  them  far  as  Gezemn,  and  even  to  the 
plains  of  Idumea.  and  of  Azotus,  and  of  Jamnia  :  and 
there  fell  of  them  to  the  number  of  three  thousand  men. 

16  And  Judas  returned  again  with  his  army  that  fol- 
lowed him. 

17  And  he  said  to  the  people:  Be  not  greedy  of  the 
spoils ;  for  there  is  war  before  us  : 

18  And  Gorgias  and  his  army  are  near  us  in  the 
mountain :  but  stand  ye  now  against  our  enemies,  and 
overthrow  them,  and  you  shall  take  the  spoils  afterwards 
with  safety. 

19  And  as  Judas  was  speaking  these  words,  behold 
part  of  them  appeared,  looking  forth  from  the  mountain. 

20  And  Gorgias  saw  that  his  men  were  put  to  flio-ht, 
and  that  they  had  set  fire  to  the  camp :  for  the  smoke 
that  was  seen  declared  what  was  done. 

21  And  when  they  had  seen  this,  they  were  seized  with 
great  fear,  seeing  at  the  same  time  Judas  and  his  army  in 
the  plain  ready  to  fight. 

22  So  they  all  rled  away  into  the  land  of  the  strangers. 

23  And  Judas  returned  to  take  the  spoils  of  the  camp, 
and  they  got  much  gold,  and  silver,  and  blue  silk,  and 
purple  of  the  sea,  and  great  riches. 

24  And  returning  home,  they  sung  a  hymn,  and 
blessed  God  in  heaven,  because  he  is  good,  because  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

25  So  Israel  had  a  great  deliverance  that  day. 

26  And  such  of  the  strangers  as  escaped,  went  and  told 
Lysias  all  that  had  happened. 

27  And  when  he  heard  these  things,  he  was  amazed 
and  discouraged :  because  things  had  not  succeeded  in 
Israel  according  to  his  mind,  and  as  the  king  had  com- 
manded. 

28  So  the  year  'following,  Lysias  gathered  together 
threescore  thousand  chosen  men,  and  five  thousand  horse- 
men, that  he  might  subdue  them. 

29  And  they  came  into  Judea,  and  pitched  their  tents 
in  Bethoron,  and  Judas  met  them  with  ten  thousand  men. 

30  And  they  saw  that  the  army  was  strong,  and  he 
prayed  and  said  :  Blessed  art  thou"  O  Saviour  of  Israel, 

who  didst  break  the  violence  of  the  mighty  by  the  hand 
of  thy  servant  David,  'and  didst  deliver  up  the  camp  of 
the  strangers  into  the  hands  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul, 
and  of  his  armour-bearer. 


»  A.  M.  3339.— b  ]  Klnc(  *T&  10. 


"Judea,"  which  seems  more  probable.  The  enemy  fled  on  all  sides,  some  among 
the  Philistiues  I  C.) ;  others  to  the  southern  parts  of  Juda.  occupied  by  Edom.  H. 

Vbr.  23.  Sea.  This  sort  of  purple  was  most  esteemed.  The  art  of  dyeimj  it 
to  new  lost.    The  merchants'  goods  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Jew*. 

Vfu.  24.  Forever.  This  was  the  choruaof  Ps&L  exxxr.  which  was  sung  (C.) ; 
ar  the  117th  might  be  UBed  on  this  occasion,  tl. 

Vbr.  27.    Commanded.    See  what  followed.  2  Mac.  riii.  8,  to  the  end.  W. 

Vbr.  38.  Burnt  by  Calliathenes,  whom  the  Jews  burnt  in  a  house.  2  Mac.  viii. 
C  —Chawibert  (pastophoria.  Sept.) ;  places  for  beds,  veils.  4cc.  H. — S.  Jerom 
flonmonly  prefers  "  th*  treasury,"  with  Aquila.  or  "  bads,"  as  Sym.  translates.  C. 
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31  Shut  up  this  army  in  the  hands  of  thy  people,  Israel, 
and  let  them  be  confounded  in  their  host  and  their  horse- 
men. 

32  Strike  them  with  fear,  and  cans*  the  boldness  of 
their  strength  to  languish,  and  let  them  quake  at  their 

own  dft*l  ruction. 

33  Cast  them  down  with  the  sword  of  them  that  love 
thee ;  and  let  all  that  know  thy  name  praise  thee  with 
hymns. 

34  And  they  joined  battle  :  and  there  fell  of  the  army 
of  Lysias  five  thousand  men. 

85  And  when  Lysias  saw  that  his  men  were  put  to 
flight,  and  how  bold  the  Jews  were,  and  that  they  were 
ready  either  to  live,  or  to  die  manfully,  he  went  to  An- 
tioeh,  and  chose  soldiers,  that  they  might  come  again  into 
Judea  with  greater  numbers. 

36  Then  Judas  and  his  brethren  said:  Behold  our 
enemies  are  discomfited  :  let  us  go  up  now  to  cleanse  the 
holy  places,  and  to  repair  them. 

37  And  all  the  army  assembled  together,  and  they 
went  up  into  Mount  Sion. 

38  And  they  saw  the  sanctuary  desolate,  and  the  altar 
profaned,  and  the  gates  burnt,  and  shrubs  growing  up  in 
the  courts  as  in  a  forest,  or  on  the  mountains,  and  the 
chambers  joining  to  the  temple  thrown  down.a 

39  And  they  rent  their  garments,  and  made  great 
lamentation,  and  put  ashes  on  their  heads: 

40  And  they  fell  down  to  the  ground  on  their  faces, 
and  they  sounded  with  the  trumpets  of  alarm,  and  they 
cried  towards  heaven. 

41  Then  Judas  appointed  men  to  fight  against  them 
that  were  in  the  castle,  till  they  had  cleansed  the  holy 

places.  '°8y-;-f;         l: ,:!  :" 

42  And  he  chose  priests  without  blemish,  whose  will 

was  set  upon  the  law  of  God. 

43  And  they  cleansed  the  holy  places,  and  took  away 
the  stones  that  had  been  defiled  into  an  unclean  place. 

44  And  he  considered  about  the  altar  of  holocausts 
that  had  been  profaned,  what  he  should  do  with  it 

45  And  a  good  counsel  came  into  their  minds,  to  pull 
it  down  :  lest  it  should  be  a  reproach  to  them,  because 
the  Gentiles  had  defiled  it ;  so  they  threw  it  down. 

46  And  they  laid  up  the  stones  in  the  mountain  of  the 
temple,  in  a  convenient  place,  till  there  should  come  a 
prophet,  and  give  answer  concerning  them. 

47  Then  they  took  whole  stones,  according  to  the  law, 
and  built  a  new  altar,  according  to  the  former  : 

48  And  they  built  up  the  holy  places,  and  the  thino-s 
that  were  within  the  temple  :  and  they  sanctified  the 
temple  and  the  courts.  i 

49  And  they  made  new  holy  vessels,  and  brought  in 

•  1  KiERB  xi».  13.-J  A.  M.  SftM, 


tr?  *,*'  **I  ^**»  or  to  bo  ready,  if  the  garrison  should  oner  to  molest  them 
(C.)  from  the  higher  part  of  Sion,  while  they  were  performing  what  religion  re- 
quired of  them.  H.  e 

Vbr..  43.  Defiled.  Altars,  temples,  and  statues  of  false  gods  made  of  etona, 
and  set  up  in  the  temple,  (chip.  i.  50.  W.)  and  before  the  houses,  (2  Mac  i  L) 
weie  now  demolished  and  thrown  into  the  vale  of  Cedron.  2  Par.  xxix.  16. 

Vbk.  46.  Stone*;  rough,  and  covered  with  brass  (Exod.  xr.  25);  though 
this  latl^r  circumstance  is  not  certain  with  respect  to  the  altar  built  by  the  captives 
—Prophet.  Kone  was  recognised  after  Malocbias,  as  God  prepared"  his  people  U 
pay  more  attention  to  the  Manias. 


Chap.  V. 


I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  V. 


the  candlestick,  and  the  altar  of  incense,  and  the  table, 

into  the  temple. 

50  And  they  put  incense  upon  the  altar,  and  lighted 
up  the  lamps  that  were  upon  the  candlestick,  and  they 

gave  light  in  the  temple. 

51  And  they  set  the  loaves  upon  the  table,  and  hung 
up  the  veils,  and  finished  all  the  works  that  they  had 
begun  to  make. 

52  And  they  arose  before  the  morning,  on  the  five  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  (which  is  the  month  of 
Casleu,)  in  the  hundred  and  forty-eighth  year.' 

53  And  they  offered  sacrifice,  according  to  the  law, 
upon  the  new  altar  cf  holocausts  which  they  had  made. 

54  According  to  the  time,  and  according  to  the  day 
wherein  the  heathens  had  defiled  it,  in  the  same  was  it 
dedicated  anew  with  canticles,  and  harps,  and  lutes,  and 
cymbals. 

55  And  all  the  people  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  adored, 
and  blessed  up  to  heaven,  him  that  had  prospered  them. 

56  And  they  kept  the  dedication  of  the  altar  eight 
days,  and  they  offered  holocausts  with  joy,  and  sacrifices 

of  salvation,  and  of  praise. 

57  And  they  adorned  the  front  of  the  temple  with 

crowns  of  gold,  and  escutcheons,  and  they  renewed  the 
gates,  and  the  chambers,  and  hanged  doors  upon  them. 

58  And  there  was  exceeding  great  joy  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  reproach  of  the  Gentiles  was  turned  away. 

59  bAnd  Judas,  and  his  brethren,  and  all  the  church  of 
Israel  decreed,  that  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  the  altar 
should  be  kept  in  its  season  from  year  to  year  for  eight 
days,  from  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of 
Casleu,  with  joy  and  gladness. 

60  They  built  up  also  at  that  time  Mount  Sion,  with 
hioh  walls,  and  strong  towers  round  about,  lest  the  Gen- 
tiles  should  at  any  time  come,  and  tread  it  down,  as  they 
did  before. 

61  And  he  placed  a  garrison  there,  to  keep  it.  and  he 
fortified  it,  to  secure  Bethsura,  that  the  people  might  have 
a  defence  against  Idumea. 

SSE^Trii-i        CHAP.  V.  SSlfe^fi^^ 

Judas  and  ht*  brethren  attack  the.  enemies  of  their  country,  and  dehcvr  them 
Hiat  were  distressed.  Joseohus  and  Azarias  attempting,  contrary  to  ord*rt 
tojirjhi  against  their  enemies,  are  defeated. 

NOW  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  nations  round  about 
heard  that  the  altar  and  the  sanctuary  were  built 
up,  as  before,  that  they  were  exceeding  angry. 

2  And  they  thought  to  destroy  the  generation  of  Jacob 

»  A.  M.  SSIO.— *  John  x.  22. 


that  were  among  them,  and  they  began  to  kill  some  of  the 
people,  and  to  persecute  them. 

3  Then  Judas  fought  against  the  children  of  Esau,  in 
Idumea,  and  them  that  were  in  Acrabathane  :  because 
they  beset  the  Israelites  round  about,  and  he  made  a 
great  slaughter  of  them. 

4  And  he  remembered  the  malice  of  the  children  of 
Bean  :  who  were  a  snare  and  a  stumblingblock  to  the 
people,  by  lying  in  wait  for  them  in  the  way. 

5  And  they  were  shut  up  by  him  in  towers,  and  he  set 
upon  them,  and  devoted  them  to  utter  destruction,  and 
burnt  their  towers  with  fire,  and  all  that  were  in  them. 

6  Then  he  passed  over  to  the  children  of  Ammon, 
where  he  found  a  mighty  power,  and  much  people,  and 
Timotheus  was  their  captain  : 

7  And  he  fought  many  battles  with  them,  and  they 
were  discomfited  in  their  sight,  and  he  smote  them : 

8  cAnd  he  took  the  city  of  Gazer  and  her  towns,  and 

returned  into  Judea. 

9  And  the  Gentiles  that  were  in  Galaad,  assembled 
themselves  together  against  the  Israelites  that  were  in 
their  quarters,  to  destroy  them :  and  they  fled  into  the 

fortress  of  Datheman. 

10  And  they  sent  letters  to  Judas,  and  his  brethren, 
saying ;  The  heathens  that  are  round  about  are  gathered 
together  against  us,  to  destroy  us : 

11  And  they  are  preparing  to  come,  and  to  take  the 
fortress  into  which  we  are  fled  :  and  Timotheus  is  the 

captain  of  their  host 

12  Now  therefore  come,  and  deliver  us  out  of  theii 

hands,  for  many  of  us  are  slain. 

13  And  all  our  brethren  that  were  in  the  places  of 
Tubin,  are  killed  :  and  they  have  carried  away  their  wives, 
and  their  children,  captives,  and  taken  their  spoils,  and 
they  have  slain  there  almost  a  thousand  men. 

14  And  while  they  were  yet  reading  these  letters, 
behold  there  came  other  messengers  out  of  Galilee  with 
their  garments  rent,  who  related  according  to  these  words  : 

15  "Saying,  that  they  of  Ptolemais,  and  of  Tyre,  and  of 
Sidon,  were  assembled  against  them,  and  all  Galilee  is 
filled  with  strangers,  in  order  to  consume  us. 

16  Now  when  Judas  and  the  people  heard  these 
words,  a  great  assembly  met  together  to  consider  what 
they  should  do  for  their  brethren  that  were  in  trouble,  and 
were  assaulted  by  them. 

17  And  Judas  said  to  Simon,  his  brother :  Choose  thee 
men,  and  go,  and  deliver  thy  brethren  in  Galilee :  and  I, 

•  A.  M.  5451,  A.  C.  IGS. 


Vee.  61.    Veils,  at  the  entrance  of  the  holy  of  holies.  C. 

Ver.  12.  Year,  The  temple  was  purified  a  little  more  than  two  years  after 
it  had  been  profaned-  A.  143.  W. — The  sacrifices  had  been  interrupted  just  three 
years.  M. 

Ver.  57.  Escutcheons,  or  bucklers  of  gold,  taken  from  the  soldiers  of  Anti- 
©chus.  Chap.  vi.  89.  Such  ornaments  were  placed  in  temples,  to  testify  the  gTati- 
tudo  of  the  people.  They  wished  to  restore  as  much  as  possible  what  had  been 
tasen  away.  Chap.  1.  23. 

Ver.  69.  Decreed-  Our  Saviour  observed  this  festival,  which  was  appointed 
K>  Jong  after  Moses.  John  x-  22.  W.— It  wasstyled  Encaenia,  and  kept  in  winter, 
while  Solomon's  temple  was  dedicated  in  Tisri,  and  Zombabel's  in  Adar. 

Vsr.  61.  Bi  thsura,  which  might  receive  reinforcements  from  Sion ;  or  rather, 
(C.)  Gr.  they  "  fortified  Bethsura  to  keep  it,  (Sion,)  that,"  &c.  Grot.  Vat.— Head 
1  Mac  x.  1.  W. 

CHAP.  V.  Ver.  1.  Nations-  They  were  always  ready  to  oppress  the  Jews. 
Thus  God  punished  or  tried  his  people.  C. 


Ves. 
country 


The 
"the 
south  oi 


3.    Idumea.    MS.  Alex,  has,  "Judea."    Both  may  be  right, 
had  been  wrested  from  Juda  by  the  Idameans.— Acrabathane  is 
ascent  of  scorpions,"  (akrabim,)  which  were  probably  numerous,  to  the 
the  Dead  Sea.  Num.  xxxiv.  4;  Dent.  vili.  15. 

Vee.  5.  Destruction.  Sometimes  the  people  were  spared.  All  depended  on 
the  wording  of  the  vow.  Lev.  xxvii.  28;  Num.  xxi.  1.  See  other  particulars,  2 
Mac  x.  16  to  23.  C. 

Vbr.  8.  Gazer,  in  Ephraim.  But  Jazer,  in  the  tribe  of  Gad,  seem3  to  be 
meant,  as  the  Greek  expresses  it.  M. — Towns.  Lit.  "  daughters,"  or  dependent 
(H.)  villages.  W.— Afterwards  Judas  returned  and  defeated  Timotheus.  2  Mac 
x.  24.  " 

Ver.  11.  Timotheus.  Another  of  this  name  had  been  slain  the  preceding 
year,  3S40,  at  Gazara.  2  Mac.  x.  37. 

Ver.  13.    Tubin,  or  Tob,  to  the  south  of  Gad.  Judg.  xi.  S.  C. 

Ver.  15.    J*  fiUed.    Gr.  Alex.  "  All  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles  to  dwttcy 
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Chap.  V. 


and  my  brother  Jonathan,  will  go  into  the  country  of 
Galaad : 

18  And  he  left  Joseph,  the  son  of  Zacharias,  and  Aza- 
rias,  captains  of  the  people,  with  the  remnant  of  the  army 
in  Judea,  to  keep  it : 

19  And  he  commanded  them,  saying :  Take  ye  the 
charge  of  this  people ;  but  make  no  war  against  the 
heathens,  till  we  return. 

20  Now  three  thousand  men  were  allotted  to  Simon, 
to  go  into  Galilee :  and  eight  thousand  to  Judas,  to  go 
into  the  land  of  Galaad. 

21  And  Simon  went  into  Galilee,  and  fought  many 
battles  with  the  heathens :  and  the  heathens  were  discom- 
fited before  his  face,  and  he  pursued  them  even  to  the 
gate  of  Ptolemais. 

22  And  there  fell  of  the  heathens  almost  three  thou- 
sand men,  and  he  took  the  spoils  of  them. 

23  And  he  took  with  him  those  that  were  in  Galilee 
and  in  Arbatis,  with  their  wives,  and  children,  and  all  that 
they  had,  and  he  brought  them  into  Judea  with  great  joy. 

24  And  "Judas  Machabeus,  and  Jonathan,  his  brother, 
passed  over  the  Jordan,  and  went  three  days*  journey 
through  the  desert. 

25  And  the  Nabutheans  met  them,  and  received  them 
in  a  peaceable  manner,  and  told  them  all  that  happened 
to  their  brethren  in  the  land  of  Galaad, 

26  And  that  many  of  them  were  shut  up  in  Barasa, 
and  in  Bosor,  and  in  Alima,  and  in  Casphor,  and  in 
Mageth,  and  in  Carnaim  :  all  these  strong  and  great  cities. 

27  Yea,  and  that  they  were  kept  shut  up  in  the  rest  of 
the  cities  of  Galaad,  and  that  they  had  appointed  to  bring 
their  army  on  the  morrow  near  to  these  cities,  and  to  take 
them,  and  to  destroy  them  all  in  one  day. 

28  Then  Judas  and  his  army  suddenly  turned  their 
march  into  the  desert,  to  Bosor,  and  took  the  city :  and 
he  slew  every  male  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  took  all 
their  spoils,  and  burnt  it  with  fire. 

29  And  they  removed  from  thence  by  night,  and  went 
till  thev  came  to  the  fortress. 

30  And  it  came  to  pass  that  early  in  the  morning,  when 
they  lifted  up  their  eyes,  behold  there  were  people  with- 
out number,  carrying  ladders  and  engines  to  take  the 
fortress,  and  assault  them. 

31  And  Judas  saw  that  the  fight  was  begun,  and  the 
cry  of  the  battle  went  up  to  heaven  like  a  trumpet,  and  a 
great  cry  out  of  the  city : 

32  And  he  said  to  his  host :  Fight  ye  to-day  for  your 
brethren. 

33  And  he  came  with  three  companies  behind  them, 
and  they  sounded  their  trumpets,  and  cried  out  in  prayer. 

34  And  the  host  of  Timotheus  understood  that  it  was 
Machabeus,  and  they  fled  away  before  his  face :  and  they 

■  A.  M.  S4W 


Ver.  23.  Arbatis.  Arboth  means  "deserts"  uncultivated,  here  probably 
denoting  the  valley  of  Jezrahei. 

Ver.  25.  Tiabuthean/t ;  descendants  of  Ismael's  eldest  son,  whose  capital  was 
Petra.    They  continued  friends  to  the  Jews. 

Ver.  26.  Barasa  ;  probably  the  Bozra  of  Moab.  Gr.  "  Bosorra."  Joe.— Bosor 
means  a  fortress.  It  is  not  wonder!  ul  thai  there  should  be  many  places  of  this  name 
to  Arabia,  to  defend  the  people  from  robbers. — Alima  ;  Elim,  or  Almon.  Isa.  xv.  8. 
—Casphor  or  rather  Ca.*bon%  ixer.  30,)  the  famous  Heeebon.  Num.  xxi.  26.  C. 

Vbr.37  After.  Judas  had  inthe  wean  timadefeatad  Lyaias.  2  Macxi.  1,  ssc.  C. 
34C 


made  a  great  slaughter  of  them  :  and  there  fell  of  them  in 
that  day  almost  eight  thousand  men. 

35  And  Judas  turned  aside  to  Masplia,  and  assaulted, 
and  took  it,  and  he  slew  every  male  thereof,  and  took  the 
spoils  thereof,  and  burnt  it  with  fire. 

36  From  thence  he  marched,  and  took  Casbon,  and 
Mageth,  and  Bosor,  and  the  rest  of  the  cities  of  Galaad. 

37  But  after  this  Timotheus  gathered  another  army, 
and  camped  over  against  Raphon,  beyond  the  torrent. 

38  And  Judas  sent  men  to  view  the  army:  and  they 
brought  him  word,  saying :  All  the  nations,  that  are  round 
about  us.  are  assembled  unto  him  an  army  exceeding 
great : 

39  And  they  have  hired  the  Arabians  to  help  them, 
and  they  have  pitched  their  tents  beyond  the  torrent, 
ready  to  come  to  fight  against  thee.    And  Judas  went  to 

meet  them. 

40  And  Timotheus  said  to  the  captains  of  his  army : 
When  Judas  and  his  army  come  near  the  torrent  of  water, 
if  he  pass  over  unto  us  first,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  with- 
stand him :  for  he  will  certainly  prevail  over  us. 

41  But  if  he  be  afraid  to  pass  over,  and  camp  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  we  will  pass  over  to  them,  and 
shall  prevail  against  him. 

42  Now  when  Judas  came  near  the  torrent  of  water,  he 
set  the  scribes  of  the  people  by  the  torrent,  and  com- 
manded them,  saying:  Suffer  no  man  to  stay  behind: 
but  let  all  come  to  the  battle. 

43  And  he  passed  over  to  them  first,  and  all  the  people 
after  him,  and  all  the  heathens  were  discomfited  before 
them,  and  they  threw  away  their  weapons,  and  fled  to  the 
temple  that  was  in  Carnaim. 

44  And  he  took  that  city,  and  the  temple  he  burnt  with 
fire,  with  all  things  that  were  therein :  and  Carnaim  was 
subdued,  and  could  not  stand  against  the  face  of  Judas. 

45  And  Judas  gathered  together  all  the  Israelites  that 
were  in  the  land  of  Galaad,  from  the  least  even  to  the 
greatest,  and  their  wives  and  children,  and  an  army  ex- 
ceeding great,  to  come  into  the  land  of  Juda. 

46  And  they  came  as  far  as  Ephron :  now  this  was  a 
great  city,  situate  in  the  way,  strongly  fortified,  and  there 
was  no  means  to  turn  from  it  on  the  right  hand  or  on  the 
left,  but  the  way  was  through  the  midst  of  it. 

47  And  they  that  were  in  the  city  shut  themselves  m, 
and  stopped  up  the  gates  with  stones :  and  Judas  sent  to 
them  with  peaceable  words, 

48  Saying :  Let  us  pass  through  your  land,  to  go  into 
our  own  country,  and  no  man  shall  hurt  you  ;  we  will 
only  pass  through  on  foot.    But  they  would  not  open  to 

them.  '''jHMLyr ""*'''' 

49  Then  Judas  commanded  proclamation  to  be  made 

in  the  camp,  that  they  should  make  an  assault,  every  man 
in  the  place  where  he  was. 


Vek.  41,  A/raid.  He*  interpreted  the  delay  in  this  sense,  which  was  very 
precarious,  (H.)  as  nothing  could  be  more  superstitious.  Jonathan  begged  for  a 
similar  proof  of  God's  favour.  13ut  Timotheus  consulted  only  himself,  1  Kioca 
riv.9.  C. 

Ver.  42.    Scribes;  tribunes,  who  kept  a  register  of  the  soldiers.  H. 
Ver.  44.    Temple  of  Aterjiata,  or  Astarte. 

Ver.  46.  Ephron,  beyond  the  Jordan.  The  situation  is  unknown.  With  re- 
gard to  the  right  which  Judas  had  to  treat  it  with  tuch  severity,  see  Num.  xx.  18  ( 
Judf.  TiU.  5.  « 
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50  And  the  men  of  the  army  drew  near,  and  he  as- 
wulted  that  city  all  the  day,  and  all  the  night ;  and  the 
city  was  delivered  into  his  hands: 

51  And  they  slaw  e"ery  male  with  the  edg;e  of  the 
sword ;  and  he  razed  the  city,  and  took  the  spoils  thereof, 
and  passed  through  all  the  city  over  them  that  were 
slain. 

52  Then  they  passed  over  the  Jordan  to  the  great  plain 
that  is  over  against  Bethsan. 

53  And  Judas  gathered  together  the  hindmost,  and  he 
exhorted  the  peopie,  all  the  way  through,  till  they  came 
into  the  land  of  Juda. 

54  And  they  went  up  to  Mount  Sion  with  joy  and 
gladness,  and  offered  holocausts,  because  not  one  of  them 
was  slain,  till  they  had  returned  in  peace. 

55  Now  in  the  days  that  Judas  and  Jonathan  were  in 
the  land  of  Galaad,3  and  Simon,  his  brother,  in  Galilee, 
before  Ptolemais, 

56  Joseph,  the  son  of  Zacharias,  and  Azarias,  captain 
of  the  soldiers,  heard  of  the  good  success,  and  the  battles 
that  were  fought, 

57  And  he  said  :  Let  us  also  get  us  a  name,  and  let  us 
go  fight  against  the  Gentiles  that  are  round  about  us. 

58  And  he  gave  charge  to  them  that  were  in  his  army, 
and  they  went  towards  Jamnia. 

(  59  And  Gorgias  and  his  men  went  out  of  the  city,  to 
give  them  battle. 

60  And  Joseph  and  Azarias  were  put  to  flight,  and 
were  pursued  unto  the  borders  of  Judea :  and  there  fell 
on  that  day,  of  the  people  of  Israel,  about  two  thousand 
men,  and  there  was  a  great  overthrow  of  the  people: 

61  Because  they  did  not  hearken  to  Judas  and  his 
j     brethren,  thinking  that  they  should  do  manfully. 

62  But  they  were  not  of  the  seed  of  those  men  by 
whom  salvation  was  brought  to  Israel. 

63  And  the  men  of  Juda  were  magnified  exceedingly 
in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  and  of  ail  the  nations  where  their 
name  was  heard. 

64  And  the  people  assembled  to  them  with  joyful  ac- 
clamations. 

65  Tiien  Judas  and  his  brethren  went  forth  and  at- 
tacked the  children  of  Esau,  bin  the  land  towards  the  south, 
and  he  took  Chebron  and  her  towns :  and  he  burnt  the 
walls  thereof,  and  the  towers  all  round  it 

ob  And  he  removed  his  camp  to  go  into  the  land  of 
the  aliens,  and  he  went  through  Samaria. 
i  67  In  that  day  some  priests  fell  in  battle,  while  de- 
siring to  do  manfully  they  went  out  unadvisedly  to  fiffht 

■  A-  ICi  3841,  A.  C.  163.— t  a.  M  3B4I. 

68  And  Judas  turned  to  Azotus,  into  the  land  of  the 
strangers,  and  he  threw  down  their  altars,  and  he  burnt 
the  statues  of  their  gods  with  fire :  and  he  took  the  spoils 
of  the  cities,  and  returned  into  the  land  of  Juda. 

CHAP.  VI. 

The  fruitiest  repentance  and  death  of  Antiochus.    Hit  ton  www  -jatnsi 

Judas  icilh  ajonmdablc  army.    He  besiege*  Sion:  but  at  last  maftcs  peace 
tctth  the  Jetes.  v 

"JVTOW  cking  Antiochus  was  going  through  the  higher 

±V    countries,  and  he  heard  that  the  city  of  Elvmais,  in 

Persia,  was  greatly  renowned,  and  abounding  in  silver  and 
gold,  ^ 

2  And  that  there  was  in  it  a  temple  exceeding  rich; 
and  coverings  of  gold,  and  breastplates,  and  shields,  which 
king  Alexander,  son  of  Philip,  the  Macedonian,  that 
reigned  first  in  Greece,  had  left  there.  • 

3  So  he  came,  and  sought  to  take  the  city  and  to  pil- 
lage it;  but  he  was  not  able,  because  the  desio-n  was 
known  to  them  that  were  in  the  city.  * 

4  And  they  rose  up  against  him  in  battle,  and  he  fled 
away  from  thence,  and  departed  with  great  sadness,  and 
returned  towards  Babylonia. 

5  And  whilst  he  was  in  Persia,  there  came  one  that 
told  him  how  the  armies  that  were  in  the  land  of  Juda 
were  put  to  flight : 

6  And  that  Lysias  went  with  a  very  great  power,  and 
was  put  to  flight  before  the  face  of  the  Jews,  and  that  they 
were  grown  strong  by  the  armour,  and  power,  and  store 
of  spoils,  which  they  had  gotten  out  of  the  camps  which 
they  had  destroyed : 

7  And  that  they  had  thrown  down  the  abomination 
which  he  had  set  up  upon  the  altar  in  Jerusalem,  and  that 
they  had  compassed  about  the  sanctuary  with  high  walls 
as  before,  and  Bethsura  also,  his  city. 

8  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king;  heard  these 
words,  that  he  was  struck  with  fear,  and  exceedingly 
moved :  and  he  laid  himself  down  upon  his  bed,  and  fell 
sick  for  grief,  because  it  had  not  fallen  out  to  him  as  he 
imagined. 

9  And  he  remained  there  many  days :  for  great  grief 
came  more  and  more  upon  him,  and'  he  made  account 
that  he  should  die. 

10  And  he  called  for  all  his  friends,  and  said  to  them  : 
Sleep  is  gone  from  my  eyes,  and  I  am  fallen  away,  and 
my  heart  is  cast  down  for  anxiety : 

11  And  I  said  in  my  heart:  Into  what  tribulation  am 
I  come,  and  into  what  floods  of  sorrow,  wherein  now  I 
am :  I  that  was  pleasant  and  beloved  in  my  power  ! 

■  A.  M.  3540,  A.  C.  164. 

Vbh.  fi3.    Hmdmoa*  •  the  place  of  danger.  C. 

VEa*  A4'  J*?  one-    ^  twelve  ^o^nd  who  defeated  the  Kadianites  were 
preserved  by  God  in  like  manner.  Num.  xxxi.  43.  H. 

Ver.  66.    And  Azarias.    These  two  are  known  onlv  for  their  disobedience  and 
misconduct.    In  holy  war*,  God  does  no:  favour  those  who  are  actuated  by  ba*e 
motives.  Ver.  18,  60.  C. 

Ver.  58.    Jamnia,  a  maritime  city  of  the  Philistines  near  Joppe,    Gorgias,  an 
experienced  warrior,  had  retired  thither.  Chap.  iv.  5,  and  2  Mac.  viif.  9  C. 

Vbr.  63.    Men.    Gr.  "man,  Judas,  and  his  brethren  were,"  &e.   H.— See  a 
wni.ar  expression  Exod.  xiv.  3,  respecting  Moses. 

Veh.  85.    Chebron,  or  Hebron,  which  the  Idumcans  had  seized.  Judas  retook 
tt  after  he  had  defeated  Gorgias.  2  Mac.  xii.  32. 

Ybr.  W.    Aliens;  Philistines.  Ver.  6ii.—Xamarta.    This  seems  too  remote. 
Some  substitute  Saraia  (Jos.  xv.  35) ;  others  Maresa,  (2  Mac.  xii.  35.)  Marissa 
(Joe.,)  the  Bame  as  Ressa  Num.  xxxiiL  21. 

?V  ,DeSirin9-    The?  were  only  too  bravo.    This  quality  was  not  incom- 
^Su  » r  °  Pne8thood-    Gr-  Alox- "  while  he  (Judas)  was  desiring"  kc. 
ti     -       V?"    Ver'  h    ffiaJier>  beyond  the  Euphrates.  Chap.  iii.  30.  37.  C— 
The  city.    Gr.  Alex.,  &c,  "a  city  in  ElymaiV  &c    The  Rom.  copv,  Syr..  Jos,, 
style  tne  place  Elymais,  where  the  temple  was.  C.—Nanca,  Venus  or  Diana,  we* 
the  deity  there  adored,  whom  the  kin-  pretended  he  would  marry.  2  Mac.  i.  13, 
and  ix.  2.  C.  1 

e,\ER""4Pv  battle.    It  is  not  known  whether  Elymais  belonged  to  the  king, 
.strabo  (  lb)  observes  it  was  very  jealous  of  its  liberty,  which  it  maintained  against 
the  Persians  end  the  successors  of  Alexander.  C— Babylonia.  At  lag  he  returned 
towards  tne  country  of  Babylon.    Itut  before  ho  arrived,  the  news  of  his  generals" 

bud  success  in  Judea  filled  lam  with  vexation,  and  b-0Ubrhr  on  HMnpiutA  "  

\er.  8,  Knd  2  Mac.  ix.  5.  W. 

Ver.  5.    Persia,  at  Ecbataoa.    He  expired  at  Tabis,  hevinc  fallen  from  h> 
chariot,  ice.  2  -Mac  ii  C 

B*i 

Chap  VI. 


I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  VI. 


12  But  now  I  remember  the  evils  that  I  did  in  Jerusa- 
lem, from  whence  also  I  took  away  all  the  spoils  of  gold, 
and  of  silver,  that  were  in  it,  and  I  sent  to  destroy  the  in- 
habitants of  Juda  without  cause. 

13  I  know,  therefore,  that  for  this  cause  these  evils 
have  found  me:  and  behold  I  perish  with  great  grief  in  a 
strange  land. 

14  Then  he  called  Philip,  one  of  his  friends,  and  he 
made  him  regent  over  all  his  kingdom. 

15  And  he  gave  him  the  crown,  and  his  robe,  and  his 
ring,  that  he  should  go  to  Antiochus.  his  son,  and  should 
bring  him  up  for  the  kingdom. 

16  So  king  Antiochus  died  there  in  the  year  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine." 

17  And  Lysias  understood  that  the  king  was  dead,  and 
he  set  up  Antiochus,  his  son,  to  reign,  whom  he  had 
brought  up  young :  and  he  called  his  name  Eupator. 

18  Now  they  that  were  in  the  castle,  had  shut  up  the 
Israelites  round  about  the  holy  places :  and  they  were 
continually  seeking  their  hurt,  and  to  strengthen  the  Gen- 
tiles. 

19  And  Judas  purposed  to  destroy  them  :  and  he  called 
together  all  the  people,  to  besiege  them. 

20  bAnd  they  came  together,  and  besieged  them  in  the 
year  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  they  made  battering  slings 
and  engines.  • 

21  And  some  of  the  besieged  got  out:  and  some 
wicked  men  of  Israel  joined  themselves  unto  them. 

22  And  they  went  to  the  king,  and  said :  How  long 
dost  thou  delay  to  execute  judgment,  and  to  revenge  our 
brethren? 

23  We  determined  to  serve  thy  father,  and  to  do  ac- 
cording to  his  orders,  and  obey  his  edicts : 

24  And  for  this  they  of  our  nation  are  alienated  from 
us,  and  have  slain  as  many  of  us  as  they  could  find,  and 
have  spoiled  our  inheritances. 

25  Neither  have  they  put  forth  their  hand  against  us 
only,  but  also  against  all  our  borders. 

26  And  behold  they  have  approached  this  day  to  the 
castle  of  Jerusalem  to  take  it,  and  they  have  fortified  the 
strong  hold  of  Bethsura : 

27  And  unless  thou  speedily  prevent  them,  they  will 
do  greater  things  than  these,  and  thou  shalt  not  be  able  to 
subdue  them. 

28  Now  when  the  king  heard  this,  he  was  angry  :  and 
he  called  together  all  his  friends,  and  the  captains  of  his 
army,  and  them  that  were  over  the  horsemen. 

»  A.  M.  S841. 


Ver.  12.    Evils.    All  this  repentance  was  fictitious.  2  Mac.  ix.  W. 
Ver.  14.    Friends,  edu  sated  with  him.    He  appointed  him  regent  instead  of 
Lysias.  C. 

Ver.  16.  Ame.  He  began  fall  persecution,  A.  143,  so  that  it  lasted  rix  yean 
and  almost  four  months,  or  '2300  day?,  (Dan.  viii.  14,)  during;  which  time  Judas 
purified  the  temple,  some  month*  before  the  death  of  Epiphanes.  W. 

Ver.  20.  Fifty-  How  then  was  peace  made  in  143,  as  we  read  2  Mac.  xi. 
31?  Usher  (3841)  suppose*  the  era  was  reckoned  according  to  the  Chaldec  custom, 
which  defors  it  six  months.  Basnage  (ii.  1 )  rather  thinks  that  the  letter  is  placed 
out  of  its  proper  •rder  and  should  occur  at  the  beginning  of  Eupator's  reign.  See 
t  Mac.  x. 

Ver.  30.  Hundred.  2  Mac.  xi.  2  specifies  80,000.  But  it  speaks  of  a  sub- 
sequent action. 

Ver.  32.    Bethzacharam,  a  defile  (Jos.)  between  the  city  and  Bethsura. 
Judas  abandoned  the  tiege  of  the  castle  on  Sion.  C. 
Ver.  34.    Blood  or  grapes,  or  wine.  (Dent,  xxxii  14,)  and  the  juice  *f  roul- 
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29  There  came  also  to  him  from  other  realms,  and  from 
the  islands  of  the  sea,  hired  troops. 

30  And  the  number  of  his  army  was  an  hundred  thou- 
sand footmen,  and  twenty  thousand  horsemen  end  thirty- 
two  elephants  trained  to  battle. 

31  And  they  went  through  Idumea,  and  approached  to 
Bethsura,  and  fought  many  days,  and  they  made  engines : 
but  they  sallied  forth,  and  burnt  them  with  fire,  and  fought 
manfully,  a:  *  r' 

32  And  Judas  departed  from  the  castle,  and  removed 
the  camp  to  Bethzacharam,  over  against  the  king's  camp. 

33  And  the  king  rose  before  it  was  light,  and  made  his 
troops  march  on  fiercely  towards  the  way  of  Bethzacha- 
ram :  and  the  armies  made  themselves  ready  for  the  battle, 
and  they  sounded  the  trumpets : 

34  And  they  showed  the  elephants  the  blood  of  grapes, 
and  mulberries,  to  provoke  them  to  fight. 

35  And  they  distributed  the  beasts  by  the  legions :  and 
there  stood  by  even'  elephant  a  thousand  men  in  coats  of 
mail,  and  with  helmets  of  brass  on  their  heads:  and  five 
hundred  horsemen  set  in  order  were  chosen  for  every 
beast. 

36  These,  before  the  time  wheresoever  the  beast  was, 
they  were  there :  and  whithersoever  it  went,  they  went, 
and  they  departed  not  from  it. 

37  And  upon  the  beast,  there  were  strong  wooden 
towers  which  covered  every  one  of  them :  and  engines 
upon  them,  and  upon  every  one  thirty-two  valiant  men, 
who  fought  from  above :  and  an  Indian  to  rule  the  beast. 

38  And  the  rest  of  the  horsemen  he  placed  on  this  side 
and  on  that  side,  at  the  two  wings,  with  trumpets  to  stir 
up  the  army,  and  to  hasten  them  forward  that  stood  thick 
together  in  the  legions  thereof. 

39  Now  when  the  sun  shone  upon  the  shields  of  gold, 
and  of  brass,  the  mountains  glittered  therewith,  and  they 
shone  like  lamps  of  fire. 

40  And  part  of  the  king's  army  was  distinguished  by 
the  high  mountains,  and  the  other  part  by  the  low  places  : 
and  they  marched  on  warily  and  orderly. 

41  And  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  were  moved  at 
the  noise  of  their  multitude,  and  the  marching  of  the 
company,  and  the  rattling  of  the  armour,  for  the  army 
was  exceeding  great  and  strong. 

42  And  Judas  and  his  army  drew  near  for  battle  :  and 
there  fell  of  the  king's  army  six  hundred  men. 

43  And  Eleazar.  the  son  of  Saura,  saw  one  of  the 
beasts  harnessed  with  the  kings  harness :   and  it  waa 


b  A.  M.  SMI. 


berries  incite  elephants  to  fight,  at  the  smell  of  some  sorts  of  blood  causa*  dog*  to 
hunt.  Vales.  MriL  82.  W.— This  might  be  done  to  accustom  the  elephants  to  the 
si£ ht  of  blood.  C. 

Ver.  37.  Thirty-tvx>.  An  elephant  has  been  known  to  carry  above  5000 
pounds,  and  thirty-two  men  would  weigh  no  more  than  4800.  Pliny  (vlii.  7) 
observes  that  sixty  people  have  be*n  seen  upon  an  elephant. 

Vrr.  38.  Trumpets.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  infantry  had  none.  Yet  thii 
does  not  appear  probable.  The  Greek  reads  in  a  different  manner.  Some  copies 
have  M  to  stir  up  and  endow  them  in  the  defiles,"  which  seems  useless;  or  "to 

keep  them  together  in  the  phalanxes,"  (MS.  Alex.  C.)  as  the  Vulg.  has  read. 

M. 

Ver.  42.  Six,  Sec.,  before  the  exploit  of  Eleazar.  Others  fell  afterwards.  3 
Mac.  xi.  11  specifies  11,000  foot,  and  600  horse.  Josephus  says  1000  of  the  van- 
guard. 

Ver.  43.  Saura.  Gr.  "  Avaron,"  (C.)  Alex.  "  the  Sauaran."  H.— He  u 
styled  Aharon,  (chap.  ii.  6.)  the  brother  of  Judas.  C.  Joe.  Sa.  M. — A*»b  caya, 


Chap.  V  i. 


I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  Vli 


J 
i 


.higher  than  the  other  beasts;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 

the  king  was  on  it : 

44  And  he  exposed  himself  to  deliver  his  people,  and 
to  jet  himself  an  everlasting  name. 

45  And  he  ran  up  to  it  boldly  in  the  midst  of  the 
legion,  killing  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the  left,  and  they 
fell  by  him  on  this  side  and  that  side. 

46  And  he  went  between  the  feet  of  the  elephant,  and 
put  himself  under  it :  and  slew  it,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground 
upon  him,  and  he  died  there 

47  Then  they  seeing  the  strength  of  the  king  and  the 
fierceness  of  his  army,  turned  away  from  them. 

48  But  the  kings  army  went  up  against  them  to  Jeru- 
salem :  and  the  king's  army  pitched  their  tents  against 
Judea  and  Mount  Sion. 

49  And  he  made  peace  with  them  that  were  in  Beth- 
sura  :  and  they  came  forth  out  of  the  city,  because  they 
had  no  victuals,  being  shut  up  there,  for  it  was  the  year 
of  rest  to  the  land. 

50  "And  the  king  took  Bethsura  :  and  he  placed  there 
a  garrison  to  keep  it. 

51  And  he  turned  his  army  against  the  sanctuary  for 
many  days  :  and  he  set  up  there  battering  slings,  and 
engines,  and  instruments  to  cast  fire,  and  engines  to  cast 
stones  and  javelins,  and  pieces  to  shoot  arrows,  and  slings. 

52  And  they  also  made  engines  against  their  engines, 
and  they  fought  for  many  days. 

53  But  there  were  no  victuals  in  the  city,  because  it 
was  the  seventh  year:  and  such  as  had  staid  in  Judea  of 
them  that  came  from  among  the  nations,  had  eaten  the 
residue  of  all  that  which  had  been  stored  up. 

54  And  there  remained  in  the  holy  places  but  a  few, 
for  the  famine  had  prevailed  over  them :  and  they  were 
dispersed  every  man  to  his  own  place. 

55  bNow  Lysias  heard  that  Philip,  whom  king  An-  | 
tiochus  while  he  lived  had  appointed  to  bring  up  his  son,  , 
Antiochus,  and  to  reign,  to  be  king, 

56  Was  returned  from  Persia,  and  Media,  with  the 
army  that  went  with  him,  and  that  he  sought  to  take  upon 
him  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom : 

_  57  Wherefore  he  made  haste  to  go,  and  say  to  the 
king  and  to  the  captains  of  the  array  :  We  decay  daily, 

•  A.  K.  5841.—*  Supra,  t.  16. 

"his  servant." — Harness,  for  greater  securitv.    The  skin  is  very  hard,  except 
under  the  belly.  C.  r 

Ver.  44.  Kant,  This  motire  has  made  some  condemn  the  exploit.  But 
Rumly  u  person  may  seek  to  acquire*  fame,  even  by  exposing  himself  to  danger. 
Eleazar  might  well  hope  that  the  beast  would  not  fail  so  suddenly.  The  other 
motive  specified  is  truly  noble  and  virtuous,  and  tvo  cannot  condemn  this  hero 
without  Wronger  proofs.  S.  Gregory  (Mor.  xix.  IS)  represents  him  as  a  6gure  of 
the  proud :  but  be  might  not  therefore  bo  one  of  the  number,  (C.)  no  more  than 
Esau,  who  WM  a  type  of  the  reprobate,  Mai.  1.  S.  II. — S.  Ambrose  (Off.  i.  40) 
highly  commends  the  fort  i  rode  of  this  soldier  exposing  himself  to  the  danger  of 
death  fu.-  rehgiou.  W.— This  is  the  general  sentiment  Soea'erar.  M.  T.  Grot.  jure. 
3,  4,  a,  ]<?.  J 

Ver.  47.  Them.  Judas  thought  proper  to  retire  to  the  temple,  which  alone 
was  fortified,  and  in  his  power.  The  citadel  of  Sion  held  for  the  king,  and  the 
city  was  defenceless.  Only  what  lay  to  the  north  of  Wethsura  was  then  called 
Judea.  The  Idumeans  occupied  the  rest.  Eupator  blockaded  the  temple,  and 
besieged  Bethsura,  which  he  took.  Ver.  61.  This  siege  is  related  more  at  length, 
8  Mac.  xii.  1U.    It  cost  the  kin?  a  great  deal.  C. 

Ves..  61.  Pieces.  Lit.  "scorpions,"  tU.)  a  sort  of  pointed  dart,  (C.)  filled 
nth  poison,  virus  quajigit  rjjundit.  Tert.  Pcorp. 

Vb&.  65.    King.    Lysias  had  thus  been  displaced.  Ver.  H.  C. 

Van.  Come.  Lit.  "  give  our  light  hands,"  (H.)  the  sign  of  the  rjoat  in- 
rioUtrt  ecg&germnu  among  ihe  Persians,  Jos.  Ant.  xvii.  ulL 


and  our  provision  of  victuals  is  small,  and  the  place  that 
we  lay  siege  to  is  strong,  and  it  lieth  upon  us  to  take 
order  for  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom. 

58  Now,  therefore,  let  us  come  to  an  agreement  with 
these  men,  and  make  peace  with  them  and  with  all  their 
nation. 

59  And  let  us  covenant  with  them,  that  they  may  live 
according  to  their  own  laws,  as  before.  For  because  of 
our  despising  their  laws,  they  have  been  provoked,  and 
have  Jone  nil  these  things. 

60  And  the  proposal  was  acceptable  in  the  sight  of 
the  king,  and  of  the  princes :  and  he  sent  to  them  to 
make  peace :  and  they  accepted  of  it. 

Gl  And  the  king  and  the  princes  swore  to  them  :  and 
they  came  out  of  the  strong  hold. 

62  Then  the  king  entered  into  Mount  Sion,  and  saw 
the  strength  of  the  place :  and  he  quickly  broke  the  oath 
that  he  had  taken,  and  gave  commandment  to  throw 
down  the  wall  round  about. 

63  And  he  departed  in  haste  and  returned  to  Antioch, 
where  ho  found  Philip  master  of  the  city  :  and  he  fought 
against  him,  and  took  the  city. 

CHAP.  VII. 

tkmetrius  is  made  fa'np,  and  sends  Bacchides,  and  Alcimus^  the  priest,  into 
Judea,  and  after  them  Kicanor,  xchn  is  slain  by  Judas,  with  all  his  army. 

TNC  the  hundred  and  fifty-first  year,  Demetrius,  the  son 
JL  of  Seleucus,  departed  from  the  city  of  Rome,  and 
came  up  with  few  men  into  a  city  of  the  sea  coast,  and 
reigned  there. 

2  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  entered  into  the  house  of 
the  kingdom  of  his  fathers,  that  the  army  seized  upon 
Antiochus,  and  Lysias,  to  bring  them  unto  him. 

3  And  when  he  knew  it,  he  said  :  Let  me  not  see  their 
fiice. 

4  So  the  army  slew  them.  And  Demetrius  sat  upon 
the  throne  of  his  kingdom  ; 

5  And  there  came  to  him  the  wicked  and  ungodly 
men  of  Israel :  and  Alcimus  was  at  the  head  of  them,  who 
desired  to  be  made  high  priest. 

6  And  they  accused  the  people  to  the  king,  saying ; 
Judas  and  his  brethren  have  destroyed  all  thy  friends,  and 
he  hath  driven  us  out  of  our  land. 


«  A.  M.  2342,  A.  C.  162. 

Visa.  63.  City,  and  slew  Philip.  Jos.  Ant.  xii.  15.  C.— Head  2  Mac  xiii. 
1 .  W. 

CHAP.  VII.  Ver.  1.  Rome.  He  had  been  a  hostage  instead  of  Epiphanes 
who  usurped  his  throns.  Chap.  i.  11.  After  the  death  of  the  latter,  the  senate 
sent  three  legates  to  administpr  the  kingdom,  during  the  minority  of  Eupator. 
One  of  them  was  slain.  '1  he  king  and  Lysias  sent  to  exculpate  themseives,  but 
received  no  satisfactory  answer.  Demetrius  thought  this  a  proper  opj»ortunity  for 
regaining  the  throne.  He  consulted  the  historian,  Polybius,  who  advised  him  tc 
depart  privately.  He,  however,  addressed  the  senate  for  leave,  and  being  refined, 
fled  with  eight  attendant*  to  Tripoli,  and  thence  to  Apamea.  His  rivals  durst  not 
attack  him,  us  he  pretended  to  be  sent  by  the  Romans.  The  a.aiv  of  Eupator 
seized  their  king  and  Lysias,  and  put  them  to  death.  Polyb.  114,  and  122.  Jos. 
C. — Seleucus  and  Epiphanes  wore  brothers  j  and  of  course  Demetrius  was  cousin 
to  Eupator,  (W.)  aud  the  lawful  heir  of  Seleucus.  H. 

Ver.  5.  Alcimus.  He  occupied  the  place  of  Mcnalaus,  and  tconld  ochi-'b 
priest,  but  that  office  was  held  by  the  Machabees.  W.— Eupator  hod  slain  Hftt- 
laus,  as  being  too  turbulent.  Onias  IV.  ought  to  have  been  recognised  (<j.)i 
but  be  fled  into  Egypt,  and  there  built  a  temple,  Lysias  ad  vised  the  king  to  select 
one  from  a  family  of  less  power.  Alcimus  was  such,  though  of  the  posterity  ci 
Aaron.  \er.  14.  Jos.  AnU  xii.  6,  and  xiii.  6,  and  XX.  8.— He  had  fallen  und« 
Epiphanes,  and  the  Jews  wo  Id  not  receive  him. 

Ver.  C.  Thy  friends,  and  the  apostates,  who  obeved  the  decree  of  the  kimr'f 
uncle.    This  was  true,  and  tho  glory  of  Judas.  See  2  Mac  xiv.  3.  C. 
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Chaf  VII. 


I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  VH. 


7  Now,  therefore,  send  some  man  whom  thou  trastest, 
and  let  him  go,  and  see  all  the  havoc  he  hath  made 
amongst  us,  and  in  the  king's  lands :  and  let  him  punish 
all  his  friends  and  their  helpers.  t 

8  Then  the  king  chose  Bacchides,  one  of  his  friends, 
that  ruled  beyond  the  great  river  in  the  kingdom,  and 
was  faithful  to  the  king :  and  he  sent  him, 

9  To  see  the  havoc  that  Judas  had  made :  and  the 
wicked  Alcimus  he  made  high  priest,  and  commanded 
him  to  take  revenge  upon  the  children  of  Israel. 

10  And  they  arose,  and  came  with  a  great  army  into 
the  land  of  Juda :  and  they  sent  messengers,  and  spoke 
to  Judas  and  his  brethren  with  peaceable  words,  deceit- 
fully. b».l 

11  But  they  gave  no  heed  to  their  words :  for  they 
saw  that  they  were  come  with  a  great  armv. 

12  Then  there  assembled  to  Alcimus  and  Bacchides  a 
company  of  the  scribes,  to  require  things  that  are  just : 

13  And  first  the  Assideans,  that  were  among  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  they  sought  peace  of  them. 

14  For  they  said  :  One  that  is  a  priest  of  the  seed  of 
Aaron  is  come,  he  will  not  deceive  us. 

15  And  he  spoke  to  them  peaceably :  and  he  swore  to 
them,  saying :  We  will  do  you  no  harm,  nor  your  friends. 

16  And  they  believed  him.  And  he  took  threescore  of 
them,  and  slew  them  in  one  day,  according  to  the  word 
that  is  written : 

17  "The  flesh  of  thy  saints,  and  the  blood  of  them  they 
have  shed  round  about  Jerusalem,  and  there  was  none  to 
bun*  them. 

18  Then  fear  and  trembling  fell  upon  all  the  people: 
for  they  said  :  There  is  no  truth,  nor  justice  among  them  : 
for  they  have  broken  the  covenant,  and  the  oath  which 
they  made. 

3  9  And  Bacchides  removed  the  camp  frorr  Jerusalem, 
and  pitched  in  Bethzecha  :  and  lie  sent,  and  took  many  of 
them  that  were  fled  away  from  him,  and  some  of  the  peo- 
ple he  killed,  and  threw  them  into  a  great  pit 

20  Then  he  committed  the  country  to  Alcimus,  and 
ieft  with  him  troops  to  help  him.  So  Bacchides  went 
away  to  the  king. 

21  But  Alcimus  did  what  he  could  to  maintain  his 
chief  priesthood. 

22  And  they  that  disturbed  the  people  resorted  to  him. 
and  they  got  the  land  of  Juda  into  their  power,  and  did 
much  hurt  in  Israel. 

23  And  Judas  saw  all  the  evils  that  Alcimus.  and  they 
that  were  with  him,  did  to  the  children  of  Ismel,  much 
more  than  the  Gentiles. 

24  And  he  went  out  into  all  the  coasts  of  Judea  round 
about,  and  took  vengeance  upon  the  men  that  had  re- 
volted, and  they  ceased  to  go  forth  any  more  into  the 
country.  ^bmH 

•  Pid.  Irxciii.  1,  t,  »nd  5.— *»  *  Mac.  x».  1.—*  A.  M.  33«. 


Vrr.  8.  Ritrr,  as  governor  of  Mesopotamia,  fJos.  Usher.  C.)  instead  of 
Heraclides  and  Timarehus,  who  had  abased  their  jiowor. 

Vsk.  13.  AsfihUnna.  These  were  first  consulted,  as  befog  most  learned  and 
?k)ua.  Chap.  ii.  42.  W. 

Vsn.  17.    Them.    The  PsaL  Ixxvftt  alludes  to  the  Awideans,  (ver.  2.)  and  is 

KpJamod  by  many  as  refotfng  to  this  massacre. 

Vur.  2G.    Enuny.    He  was  one  of  the  most  terrible  :  yet  Judas  at  last  cfcr 
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25  And  Alcimus  saw  that  Judas,  and  they  that  were 
with  him,  prevailed  :  and  he  knew  that  he  could  not  stand 
against  them,  and  he  went  back  to  the  king,  and  accused 
them  of  many  crimes. 

26  bAnd  the  king  sent  Niconor,  one  of  his  principal 
lords,  who  was  a  great  enemy  to  Israel :  and  he  com- 
manded him  to  destroy  the  people. 

27  And  'Nicanor  came  to  Jerusalem  with  a  great  arnj, 
and  he  sent  to  Judas  and  to  his  brethren  deceitfully,  with 
friendly  words, 

28  Saying:  Let  there  be  no  fighting  between  me  and 
you :  I  will  come  with  a  few  men,  to  see  your  faces  with 
peace. 

29  And  he  came  to  Judas,  and  they  saluted  one  another 
peaceably :  and  the  enemies  were  prepared  to  take  away 
Judas  bv  force. 

30  And  the  thing  was  known  to  Judas  that  he  was 
come  to  him  with  deceit :  and  he  was  much  afraid  of  him, 
and  would  not  see  his  face  any  more. 

31  And  Nicanor  knew  that  his  counsel  was  discovered  : 
and  he  went  out  to  fight  against  Judas,  near  Capharsalama. 

32  And  there  fell  of  Nicanor's  army  almost  five  thou- 
sand  men,  and  they  fled  into  the  citv  of  David. 

33  And  after  this  Nicanor  went  up  into  Mount  Sion : 
and  some  of  the  priests  and  the  people  came  out  to  salute 
him  peaceably,  and  to  show  him  the  holocausts  that  were 
offered  for  the  king. 

34  But  he  mocked  and  despised  them,  and  abused 
them :  and  he  spoke  proudly, 

35  And  swore  in  anger,  saying :  Unless  Judas  and  his 
army  be  delivered  into  my  hands,  as  soon  as  ever  I  return 
in  peace,  I  will  burn  this  house.  And  he  went  out  in  a 
great  rage. 

36  And  the  priests  went  in,  and  stood  before  the  face 
of  the  altar  and  the  temple :  and  weeping,  they  said  : 

37  Thou.  0  Lord,  hast  chosen  this  house  for  thy  name 
to  be  called  upon  therein,  that  it  might  be  a  house  of 
prayer  and  supplication  for  thy  people. 

38  Be  avenged  of  this  man,  and  his  army,  and  let  them 
fall  by  the  sword  :  remember  their  blasphemies,  and  suii'er 
them  not  to  continue  any  longer. 

39  Then  Nicanor  went  out  from  Jerusalem,  and  en- 
camped near  to  Bethoron  ;  and  an  army  of  Syria  joined 
him. 

40  But  Judas  pitched  in  Adarsa  with  three  thousand 
men  :  and  Judas  prayed,  and  said  : 

41  dO  Lord,  when  they  that  were  sent  by  king  Sen- 
nacherib blasphemed  thee,  an  angel  went  out,  and  siew  of 
them  a  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  : 

42  Even  so  destroy  this  army  in  our  sight  tc-day,  and 
let  the  rest  know  that  he  hath  spoken  ill  against  thv 
sanctuary  :  and  judge  thou  him  according  to  his  wicked- 
ness, 1 

*■  «  fcJigt  xix.  65 ;  Tob.  I.  21 ;  BodL  xlviii.  Si  ;  Jm.  xxxvfi.  3fi ;  2  Mac.  rfti.  18 


him.  Ver.  43,  and  S  Mae.  *v.  28.  W.— Mcanor  was  high  In  the  klng'i  favour, 
and  had  fled  with  him  from  Rome.  Jos.  Ant.  xii.  17. 

Ver.  32.  Thousand.  Some  Gr.  copies  have  "hundred."  Otters  think  that  thea* 
were  Jews :  but  the  contrary  seems  to  be  the  case,  though  Judas  was  arain  (chap 
yi.  47)  forced  to  retreat  to  the  temple,  which  he  left  shortly  after.  2  Hie,  xir.  81 

Ver.  3$.  Longer.  Read  9  Mac.  xiv.  11,  The  last  battle  witfc  Kicaum  is 
dsGcribed,  chap  sv.  and  here.  Ver.  39.  W. 


Chap.  VIII. 


I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  VIII. 


43  And  the  armies  joined  battle  on  the  thirteenth  day 
the  month,  Adar:   and  the  army  of  Nicanor  was 

defeated,  and  he  himself  was  first  slain  in  the  battle. 

44  And  when  his  army  saw  that  Nicanor  was  slain, 
they  threw  away  their  weapons,  and  fled : 

45  And  they  pursued  after  them  one  days  journey 
from  Adazer,  even  till  ye  come  to  Gazara,  and  they 
sounded  the  trumpets  after  them  with  signals. 

46  And  they  went  forth  out  of  all  the  towns  of  Judea 
round  about,  and  they  pushed  them  with  the  horns,  and 
they  turned  again  to  them,  and  they  were  all  slain  with 
the  sword,  and  there  was  not  left  of  them  so  much  as  one. 

47  And  they  took  the  spoils  of  them  for  a  booty,  and 
they  cut  off  Nicanor  s  head,  and  his  right  hand,  which  he 
had'  proudly  stretched  out,  and  they  brought  it,  and  hung 
it  up  over  against  Jerusalem. 

48  And  the  people  rejoiced  exceedingly,  and  they 
spent  that  day  with  great  joy. 

49  And  he  ordained  that  this  day  should  be  kept  every 
year,  being  the  thirteenth  of  the  month  of  Adar. 

50  And  the  land  of  Juda  was  quiet  for  a  short  time. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Judas  hears  of  the  great  character  ofUie  Romans :  he  makes  a  league 

tcith  them. 

"VTOW  Judas  heard  of  the  fame  of  the  Romans,  that 
-Ll  they  are  powerful  and  strong,  and  willingly  agree 
to  all  things  that  are  requested  of  them :  and  that  whoso- 
ever have  come  to  them,  they  have  made  amity  with  them, 
and  that  they  are  mighty  in  power. 

2  And  thev  heard  of  their  battles,  and  then-  noble  acts 


6  And  how  Anliochus,  the  great  king  of  As'a,  woo 
went  to  fight  against  them,  having  a  hundred  and  twenty 
elephants,  with  horsemen,  and  chariots,  and  a  very  great 
army,  was  routed  by  them  : 

7  And  how  they  took  him  alive,  and  appointed  to  him. 
that  botli  he  and  they  that  should  reign  after  him,  should 
pay  a  great  tribute,  and  that  he  should  give  hostages,  and 
that  which  was  agreed  upon, 

8  And  the  country  of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  Medcs, 
and  of  the  Lydians,  some  of  ther*  best  provinces :  and 
those  which  they  had  taken  from  them,  they  gave  to  king 
Eumenes. 

9  And  that  they  who  were  in  Greece,  had  a  mind 
to  go  and  to  destroy  them :  and  they  had  knowledge 
thereoLg^ipi  ,         ^.-.nvfijf^f  %  w         .  :; 

10  And  they  sent  a  general  against  them,  and  fought 
with  them,  and  many  of  them  were  slain,  and  they  carried 
away  their  wives,  and  their  children  captives,  and  spoiled 
them,  and  took  possession  of  their  land,  and  threw  down 
their  walls,  and  brought  them  to  be  their  servants  unto 

this  day.  iHi}  tl'  •.  •        ~.v^i  •;>.  ji  *,;. 

11  And  the  other  kingdoms,  and  islands,  that  at  any 
time  had  resisted  them,  they  had  destroyed  and  brought 
under  their  power. 

12  But  with  their  friends,  and  such  as  relied  upon 
them,  they  kept  amity,  and  had  conquered  kingdoms  that 
were  near,  and  that  were  far  off :  for  all  that  heard  their 
name,  were  afraid  of  them. 

13  That  whom  they  had  a  mind  to  help  to  a  kingdom, 
those  reigned  :  and  whom  they  would,  they  deposed  from 


which  thev  had  done  in  Galatia,  ahow  they  had  conquered    the  kingdom  ;  and  they  were  greatly  exalted. 


them,  and  brought  them  under  tribute : 

3  And  how  great  things  they  had  done  in  the  land  of 
Spain,  and  that  they  had  brought  under  their  power  the 
mines  of  silver  and  of  gold  that  are  there,  and  had  gotten 
possession  of  all  the  place  by  their  counsel  and  patience : 

4  And  had  conquered  places  that  were  very  far  off 
from  them,  and  kings  that  came  against  them  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  had  overthrown  them  with  great 
slaughter :  and  the  rest  pay  them  tribute  every  year. 

5  And  that  they  had  defeated  in  battle  Philip  and 
Perses,  the  king  of  the  Ceteans,  and  the  rest  that  had 
borne  arms  against  them,  and  had  conquered  them : 

»  A.  M.  3816,  A.  C.  188. 


Ver.  40.    Adarsa,  in  Ephraim,  four  miles  from  the  lower  Bethoron. 

Ver.  45.  Gazara,  distunt  a  day's  journey  from  Adarsa.  Ver.  40;  chap.  v.  8. 
—Signals,  to  admonish  all.  Gr.  ,;  with  the  trumpets  for  signals,"  used  for  that 
purpose  by  the  priests. 

Ver.  47.  Jerusalem,  and  the  temple,  without  the  walls.  His  tonkas  was 
given  to  the  birds.  "2  Mac.  XT.  33.  C. 

Ver.  60.  Time.  While  Judas  settles  religious  matters,  Demetrius  prepares 
ibr  war.    Read  S  Mac.  xv.  1.  W« 

CHAP.  VIII.  Ver.  1.  Romans.  Many  historiaus,  Livy,  Plutarch,  &c,  re- 
cord the  same.  W. —  Things.  Gr.  "people  who  join  them."  H. — They  comply 
with  their  just  requests.  M. — The  Scripture  speaks  of  the  fine  times  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  gives  Ibis  temporal  reward  to  the  virtues  of  the  Romans,  which  they  so 
greatly  sought,  and  to  which  alone  they  were  entitled.  C. 

Ver.  2.  They  heard,  fee  What  is  here  set  down  of  the  history  and  character 
ef  the  ancient  Romans,  is  not  an  assertion  or  affirmation  of  the  sacred  writer ;  but 
inly  a  relation  of  what  Judas  had  heard  of  them.  Ch.— Fame  generally  magnifies. 
•  -Galatia,  over  which  Volsu  triumphed.  Livy,  38.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Mines,  for  which  Spain  was  most  famous.  Pliny,  Ui.  3.  Strabo,  3. — 
The  place,  cr  every  place  in  the  world.  M. 

Ver.  5.  Cleans.  That  is,  the  Macedonians.  Ch.— Flaminius  subdued  the 
Jrrmcr,  and  P.  Emilius  the  latter. 

Vbr.  b\    Twenty.    livy  mentions  only  fifty-four.    Floras  allows  that  ele- 


14  And  none  of  all  these  wore  a  crown,  or  was  clothed 
in  purple,  to  be  magnified  thereby. 

15  And  that  they  had  made  themselves  a  senate  house, 
and  consulted  daily  three  hundred  and  twenty  men,  that 
sat  in  counsel  always  for  the  people,  that  they  might  dc 
the  things  that  were  right : 

16  And  that  they  committed  their  government  to  one 
man  every  year,  to  rule  over  all  their  country,  and  they 
all  obey  one,  and  there  is  no  envy  nor  jealousy  amongst 

them.       AfWte&h  \£iv  -w      {U  v     vl    v  ,  •• 

17  So  Judas  chose  Eupolemus,  the  son  of  John,  the 
son  of  Jacob,  and  Jason,  the  son  of  Eleazar,  and  he  sent 


b  A.  >r.  3S15,  A.  C.  1S9. 


pbants  were  on  both  sides  of  the  army,  consisting  of  three  hundred  thousand  foot 
Appiau  admits  but  seventy  thousand  men.  C. 

Ver.  7.  Alive.  He  was  forced  to  submit  to  conditions,  as  hard  as  if  ho  had 
been  prisoner.  C. — Tribute*  He  had  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  war,  15,000 
talents  of  Eubosa,  350  to  Eumenes,  and  127  for  wheat.  Twenty  hostages  were  re- 
quired to  be  exchanged  every  three-  years. 

Vee.  8.  Indians.  So  the  Ionians  anil  Carians  might  he  styled,  from  the 
Indus  or  Kalbit,  which  Hows  through  their  country.  The  Midtei  dwelt  in  those 
regions.  Harduin. — Some  think  tho  Ionians  ami  Mysiana  should  be  put  for  the 
Indians  and  Medea,  (Grot.,)  as  they  were  given  up  to  Eumenes.  Livy.  C— 
JSumenes.    Kin?  of  Pergamus.  Ch. 

Vee.  14.    Crown,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Tarquins. 

15.  Twenty.  These  latter  were  people  in  office,  the  two  consuls, 
and  quaestors,  the  four  ediles,  and  ten  tribunes.   Alex.  Genial,  it 


Ver. 
prators, 
U.  C. 

Ver. 


16. 


To  one  man.  There  were  two  consuls;  but  one  only  ruled  at  ont 
time,  each  in  his  day.  Ch.— Of  tius  we  have  an  example  in  the  battle  of  Cannae. 
The  first  of  the  .consuls  wore  the  ornaments.  Livy. — One  of  them  governed  at 
homo ;  the  other  in  the  armies,  and  this  latter  alone  was  known  to  tho  Jews.  They 
might  also  be  falsely  informed  that  a  dictator  was  chosen  every  year.  This  was 
only  done  on  great  emergencies.  C. — No  envy,  kc.  So  Judas  had  heard;  and  i 
was  so  far  true,  with  regard  to  the  ancient  Romans,  chat  as  vet  no  enrv  o* 
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Chaa  VIII. 


L  MACHAliEliS. 


Chap.  IX. 


them  to  Rome  to  make  a  league  of  amity  and  confederacy 
with  them : 

18  And  that  they  might  take  off  from  them  the  yoke 
of  the  Grecians,  for  they  saw  that  they  oppressed  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  with  servitude. 

19  And  they  went  to  Rome,  a  very  long  journey,  and 
they  entered  into  the  senate  house,  and  said : 

20  Judas  Machabeus,  and  his  brethren,  and  the  people 
of  the  Jews,  have  sent  us  to  you  to  make  alliance  and 
peace  with  you,  and  that  we  may  be  registered  your  con- 
federates and  friends. 

21  And  the  proposal  was  pleasing  in  their  sight. 

22  And  this  is  the  cop}'  of  the  writing  that  they  wrote 
back  again,  graven  in  tables  of  brass,  and  sent  to  Jerusa- 
lem, that  it  might  be  with  them  there  for  a  memorial  of 
the  peace,  and  alliance. 

23  Good  success  be  to  the  Romans,  and  to  the 
people  of  the  Jews  by  sea,  and  by  land,  for  ever :  and  far 
he  the  sword  and  enemy  from  them. 

24  But  if  there  come  first  any  war  upon  the  Rc-mans, 
or  any  of  their  confederates,  in  all  their  dominions  : 

25  The  nation  of  the  Jews  shall  help  them  according 
as  the  time  shall  direct,  with  all  their  heart: 

2G  Neither  shall  they  give  them,  whilst  they  are  fight- 
ing, or  furnish  them  with  wheat,  or  arms,  or  money, 
or  ships,  as  it  hath  seemed  good  to  the  Romans  :  and 
they  shall  obey  their  orders,  without  taking  any  thing  of 
them. 

27  In  like  manner  also  if  war  shall  come  first  upon 
tne  nation  of  the  Jews,  the  Romans  shall  help  them 
with  all*  their  heart,  according  as  the  time  shall  permit 
them  : 

28  And  there  shall  not  be  given  to  them  that  come  to 
their  aid,  either  wheat,  or  arms,  or  money,  or  ships,  as  it 
hath  seemed  good  to  the  Romans :  and  they  shall  observe 
'heir  orders  without  deceit. 

29  According  to  these  articles  did  the  Romans  covenant 
with  the  people  of  the  Jews. 

30  And  if,  after  this,  one  party  or  the  other  shall  have 
i  mind  to  add  to  these  articles,  or  take  away  any  thing, 
they  may  do  it  at  their  pleasure :  and  whatsoever  they 
shall  add,  or  take  away,  shall  be  ratified. 

3 1  Moreover,  concerning  the  evils  that  Demetrius,  the 
king,  hath  done  against  them,  we  have  written  to  him,  say- 
ing :  Why  hast  thou  made  thy  yoke  heavy  upon  our  friends 
mid  allies,  the  Jews? 

32  If,  therefore,  they  come  again  to  us  complaining  of 
thee,  we  will  do  them  justice,  and  will  make  war  against 
thee  by  sea  and  land.  j 


jealousy  had  divided  them  into  such  open  factions  and  civil  wars,  as  they  after- 
wards experienced  in  the  time  of  Marius  and  Sylla,  ice.  Ch. 

Ver.  2b\  Shall  they.  The  Jews  and  Romans  shall  pay  their  own  forces.  T.  M. 
— G roli us  explains  it,  as  if  the  former  were  to  give  no  aid  to  the  enemies  of 
Rome. 

Ver.  28.  To  than.  Grotius  adds,  u  to  the  enemies  and  to  them,"  &C,  which 
U  the  sense  of  the  Syr.  and  Arab.,  and  the  most  natural. 

Ver.  31.  Jm.  He  and  his  predecessors  had  ahused  their  power.  C. — The 
Jews  wv'rc  nut  properly  subjects,  though  tributary  to  foreign  kings,  whoso  design 
*as  to  exterminate  l  hem.  Chap.  iii.  39.  Self-preservation  dictated  that  they 
should  call  in  the  aid  of  others.  H. — To  die  for  religion  was  a  great  blessing.  C. 

CHAP.  IX.  Ver.  I.  Time*  About  a  year  after  N'ieanor's  death,  (chap.  vii. 
W>,  and  2  Mac.  xv.  38.  W.J  or  in  the  samo  year,  A.  3343  (C.) ;  so  that  the  Uo- 
n.ins  had  not  tine  to  send  Judas  assistance.  11. — Joseph  us  (xii.  17)  erroneously 
ffcpposre  that  Animus  was  dead,  and  Judas  his  successor,  while  Simon  was  the  civil 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Bacchides  is  sent  again  into  Judea  :  Judas  fights  against  him  with  eight  hun- 
dred men,  and  is  slain.    Jonathan  succeeds  him,  and  revenges  the  murder  o* 
his  brother  John.    lie  fights  against  Bacchides.    Alcimus  dies  miserahiy 
Bacchides  besieges  Bethbessen.    He  is  forced  to  raise  the  siege  and  leave  tK 
country. 

~Y  at!ie  mean  time,  when  Demetrius  heard  thai  Nicanor 
JL  and  his  army  were  fallen  in  battle,  he  sent  again 
Bacchides  and  Alcimus  into  Judea;  and  the  right  wing 
of  his  army  with  them. 

2  And  they  took  the  road  that  leadeth  to  Galgal,  and 
they  camped  in  Masaloth,  which  is  in  Arbella :  and 
they  made  themselves  masters  of  it,  and  slew  many 
people.  '"  ?**  ' 

3  In  the  first  month  of  the  hundred  and  fifty-second 
year  they  brought  the  army  to  Jerusalem  : 

4  .And  they  arose  and  went  to  Berea,  with  twenty 
thousand  men.  and  two  thousand  horsemen. 

5  Now  Judas  had  pitched  his  tents  in  Laisa,  and  thine 
thousand  chosen  men  with  him  : 

6  And  they  saw  the  multitude  of  the  army  that  they 
were  many,  and  they  were  seized  with  great  fear :  and 
many  withdrew  themselves  out  of  the  camp,  and  there  re- 
mained of  them  no  more  than  eight  hundred  men. 

7  And  Judas  saw  that  his  army  slipt  away,  and  the 
battle  pressed  upon  him,  and  his  heart  was  cast  down ; 
because  he  had  not  time  to  gather  them  together,  and  he 
was  discouraged.  j 

8  Then  he  said  to  them  that  remained :  Let  us  arise, 
and  go  against  our  enemies,  if  we  may  be  able  to  figbt 
against  them. 

9  But  they  dissuaded  him,  saying :  We  shall  not  be 
able,  but  let  us  save  our  lives  now,  and  return  to  our 
brethren,  and  then  we  will  fight  against  them  :  for  we  are 

but  fewf^i  '  v7     .  'faMBjfffi^ 

10  Then  Judas  said:  God  forbid  we  should  do  this 
thing,  and  flee  away  from  them  :  but  if  our  time  be  come, 
let  us  die  manfully  for  our  brethren,  and  let  us  not  stain 
our  dory. 

1 1  And  the  army  removed  out  of  the  camp,  and  they 
stood  over  against  them  :  and  the  horsemen  were  divided 
into  two  troops,  and  the  slingers,  and  the  archers  went 
before  the  army,  and  they  that  were  in  the  front  were  all 
men  of  valour. 

12  And  Bacchides  was  in  the  right  wing,  and  the 
legion  drew  near  on  two  sides,  and  they  sounded  the 
trumpets : 

13  And  they  also  that  were  on  Judas  s  side,  even  they 
also  cried  out,  and  the  earth  shook  at  the  noise  of  the 


*  A.  If,  3483,  A.  C.  181. 


ruler  and  general.  He  elsewhere  (xx.  8)  asserts  that  Jonathas  was  next  high  prion 
to  Alcimus,  who  certainly  officiated  alter  the  death  of  Judas.  Ver.  54. 

Ver.  2.  Galgal  ...  in  Arbella,  or  to  Galilee,  in  the  flat  country,  Arabotk. 
Cbap.  v.  23. — Masaloth,  or  Masai,  was  in  the  tribe  of  Aser.  Jos.  xvi.  30. — 8. 
Jerom  speaks  of  Arbela,  nine  miles  from  Legion.  See  Osee  x.  14. 

Vbr.  4.  Berea,  or  IJcroth,  in  Uenjamin,  not  for  from  Laisa,  or  Lesen,  (Jot, 
xvifi.  25,)  where  Judas  was  encamped,  fC.)  with  3000  (Gorton);  Joscphus  sayi 
1000;  Rutin  Translates  2000. 

Yer.  10-  Stain.  Lit  "bring  a  crime."  H. — He  seems  to  have  thought  God 
required  him  now*  to  fiirht,  and  ho  was  convinced  that  he  could  save  by  means  of  i 
few,  which  excuses  him  from  rashness.  The  Church  adopts  his  words.  (Dom 
3 Oct.  Mat.,)  and  S.  Ambrose  (Of.  i.  41)  highly  extols  his  bravery,  in  "preferring 
death  before  slavery  and  shame." 

Ver.  12.  legion.  So  tho  Vulg.  commonly  renders  Gr.  *'phalanr,M  ,'C.)  > 
compact  body  of  8000  men.  used  by  the  Macedonians.    The  Unman  fogkn  cou 
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I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  IX 


armies:  and  the  battle  was  fought  from  morning  even 

unto  the  evening. 

14  And  Judas  perceived  that  the  stronger  part  of  the 
army  of  Bacchides  was  on  the  right  side,  and  all  the  stout 
of  heart  came  together  with  him : 

15  And  the  right  wing  was  discomfited  by  them,  and 
he  pursued  them  even  to  the  mount  of  Azotus. 

16  And  they  that  were  in  the  left  wing  saw  that  the 
right  wing  was  discomfited,  and  they  followed  after  Judas, 
and  them  that  were  with  him,  at  their  back : 

17  And  the  battle  was  hard  fought,  and  there  fell  many 
wounded  of  the  one  side  and  of  the  other. 

18  And  Judas  was  slain,  and  the  rest  fled  away. 

19  And  Jonathan  and  Simon  took  Judas,  their  brother, 
and  buried  him  in  the  sepulchre  of  their  fathers,  in  the 
city  of  Modin. 

20  And  all  the  people  of  Israel  bewailed  him  with 
great  lamentation,  and  they  mourned  for  him  many  days, 

21  And  said :  How  is  the  mighty  man  fallen,  that 
saved  the  people  of  Israel ! 

22  But  the  rest  of  the  words  of  the  wars  of  Judas,  and 
of  the  noble  acts  that  he  did,  and  of  his  greatness,  are  not 
written :  for  they  were  very  many. 

23  And  it  came  to  pass,  after  "the  death  of  Judas,  that 
the  wicked  began  to  put  forth  their  heads  in  all  the  con- 
fines of  Israel,  and  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  rose  up. 

24  In  those  days  there  was  a  very  great  famine,  and 
they  and  all  their  country  yielded  to  Bacchides. 

25  And  Bacchides  chose  the  wicked  men,  and  made 
them  lords  of  the  country  : 

26  And  they  sought  out,  and  made  diligent  search  after 
the  friends  of  Judas,  and  brought  them  to  Bacchides,  and 
he  took  vengeance  of  them,  and  abused  them. 

27  And  there  was  a  great  tribulation  in  Israel,  the  like 
whereof  was  not  since  the  time  that  there  was  no  prophet 
seen  in  Israel. 

28  And  all  the  friends  of  Judas  came  together,  and 
said  to  Jonathan  : 

29  Since  thy  brother,  Judas,  died,  there  is  not  a  man 
like  him  to  go  forth  against  our  enemies,  Bacchides,  and 
them  that  are  the  enemies  of  our  nation. 

30  Now,  therefore,  we  have  chosen  thee  this  day  to  be 
our  prince,  and  captain,  in  his  stead,  to  fight  our  battles. 

31  So  Jonathan  took  upon  him  the  government  at  that 
time,  and  rose  up  in  the  place  of  Judas,  his  brother. 

32  And  Bacchides  had  knowledge  of  it,  and  sought  to 
kill  him. 

33  And  Jonathan,  and  Simon,  his  brother,  knew  it, 

Bsted  of  6726,  (Vcgct.,)  or  6666.  The  two  phalanxes  were  in  each  wing  supported 
by  cavalry,  which  endeavoured  to  surround  Judas. 

Ver.  18.  Slain,  Gorionides  relates  that  the  sight  of  Judas  made  Bacchides 
.lee  towards  Azotus.  He  lost  fifteen  thousand,  when  the  rest  of  the  army  came 
upon  Judas  now  fatigued  ;  and  as  Bacchides  returned  to  the  charge,  the  hero  fell 
upon  heaps  of  the  slain.  Thus  died  this  great  man  who  saved  Israel.  Ver.  21.  C. 
— Never  was  there  a  more  accomplished  and  virtuous  champion.  He  had  all  the 
qualities  of  a  holy  priest  and  a  valiant  soldier,  as  well  as  of  a  religious  prince, 
always  bent  on  promoting  the  glory  of  his  people.  Chap.  iii.  3. 

Ver.  19.    Modin.    Their  remains  were  seen  there  long  after.  Eus. 

Veb  22.  Many.  Thus  only  some  of  our  Saviour's  actions  are  recorded,  for 
the  same  reason.  S.  John  ult.  H. 

Ver.  21.  All.  Josephus  says,  n  Many."  We  find  some  (C.)  joining  Jona- 
than, ver.  $8.  H. — When  the  people  are  without  a  ruler  they  fall.  Prov.  xi.  14.  W- 

Vhr.  97     No  prophet  since  the  day?  of  Malachi,  (C.)  or  the  return  from  cap- 


and  all  that  were  with  them  :  and  they  fled  into  the  desert 
of  Thecua,  and  they  pitched  by  the  water  ui  the  lake 
Asphar. 

34  And  Bacchides  understood  it,  and  he  came  himself, 
with  all  his  army,  over  the  Jordan,  on  the  sabbath  day. 

35  And  Jonathan  sent  his  brother,  a  captain  of  the 
people,  to  desire  the  Nabutheans,  his  friends,  that  thev 
would  lend  them  their  equipage,  which  was  copious. 

36  And  the  children  of  Jambri  came  forth  out  oi 
Madaba,  and  took  John,  and  all  that  he  had,  and  went 
away  with  them. 

37  After  this  it  was  told  Jonathan,  and  Simon,  his 
brother,  that  the  children  of  Jambri  made  a  great  mar- 
riage, and  were  bringing  the  bride  out  of  Madaba,  the 
daughter  of  one  of  the  great  princes  of  Chanaan,  with 
great  pomp. 

38  And  they  remembered  the  blood  of  John,  their 
brother :  and  they  went  up,  and  hid  themselves  under  the 
covert  of  the  mountain. 

39  And  they  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  saw :  and  behold 
a  tumult,  and  great  preparation :  and  the  bridegroom 
came  forth,  and  his  friends,  and  his  brethren,  to  meet 
them  with  timbrels,  and  musical  instruments,  and  many 
weapons. 

40  And  they  rose  up  against  them  from  the  place 
where  they  lay  in  ambush,  and  slew  them,  and  there  fell 
many  wounded,  and  the  rest  fled  into  the  mountains,  and 
they  took  all  their  spoils  : 

41  And  the  marriage  was  turned  into  mourning,  and 
the  noise  of  their  musical  instruments  into  lamentation. 

42  And  they  took  revenge  for  the  blood  of  their 
I  brother:  and  they  returned  to  the  bank  of  the  Jordan. 

|  43  And  Bacchides  heard  it,  and  he  came  on  the  sab- 
bath day  even  to  the  bank  of  the  Jordan,  with  a  great 
power. 

44  And  Jonathan  said  10  his  company :  Let  us  arise, 
and  fight  against  our  enemies :  for  it  is  not  now  ai 
yesterday,  and  the  day  before. 

45  For  behold  the  battle  is  before  us,  and  the  water  oi 
the  Jordan  on  this  side  and  on  that  side,  and  banks,  and 
marshes,  and  woods :  and  there  is  no  place  for  us  to  turn 
aside. 

46  'Now,  therefore,  cry  ye  to  heaven,  that  ye  may  be 
delivered  from  the  hand  of  your  enemies.  And  they 
joined  battle. 

47  And  Jonathan  stretched  forth  his  hand  to  strike 
Bacchides,  but  he  turned  away  from  him  backwards 


*  I  Pit.  xx.  3. 


Via.  28.  Jonathan,  or  (H.)  Jonathas,  was  the  third  general  captain  of  thi* 
family,  and  succeeded  Judas  In  the  pontificate,  though  Alcimus  still  usurped  the 
dignity  (chap.  ix.  9)  as  in  the  lifetime  of  Judas.  W. 

Ver.  33.    Thecua,  seven  miles  south  of  Bethlehem.  S.  Jer.  pref-  in  Amos.— 
Asphar,  or  "asphaltite  lake"  fGorion)  of  Sodom;  so  called  on  account  of  tb 
bitumen,  or  asphalte.  C 

Ver.  37.  Madaba.  Gr.  "  Nadabuth."  Jos.  *  Gabatha."  It  seems,  as  tin 
sons  of  Jambri  lived  at  Madaba,  the  spouse  would  not  be  conducted  out  of  that 
place,  (C.)  unless  they  might  reside  sometimes  in  the  country.  H. 

Ver.  42.  Revenge.  To  punish  faults  with  moderation  and  justice  is  n  virtu*. 
Children  and  subjects  are  sometimes  exposed  to  temporal  chaatisemeuto  for  tbt 
faults  of  their  parents  or  leaders;  yet  this  is  for  their  owu  advancement  in  piety, 
or  in  punishment  for  the  share  they  have  had  in  the  crime,  or  to  prevent  thani 

from  imitating  it.  S.  Tho.  U.  2,  q.  108.  W. 

Ver.  48.  To  them.  Jonathas  swam  to  another  pi -ice  on  the  same  aide, 
otherwise  mere  would  have  been  no  battle.  W.— But    his  hod  taken  place 
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1.  MACHABEES. 


Chap  X. 


48  And  Jonathan,  and  they  that  were  with  him,  leapt 
into  the  Jordan,  and  swam  over  the  Jordan  to  them. 

49  And  there  fell  of  Bacchides  s  side  that  day  a  thou- 
sand men  ;  and  they  returned  to  Jerusalem, 

50  And  they  built  strong  cities  in  Judea,  the  fortress 
that  was  in  Jericho,  and  in  Ammaus,  and  in  Bethoron, 
and  in  Bethel,  and  Thamnata,  and  Phara,  and  Thopo, 
with  high  walls,  and  gates,  and  bars. 

51  And  he  placed  garrisons  in  them,  that  they  might 
wage  war  against  Israel : 

52  And  he  fortified  the  city  of  Bethsura,  and  Gazara, 
and  the  castle,  and  set  garrisons  in  them,  and  provisions 
of  victuals : 

53  And  he  took  the  sons  of  the  chief  men  of  the  coun- 
try for  hostages,  and  put  them  in  the  castle  in  Jerusalem 

in  custody. 

54  "Now  in  the  year  one  hundred  and  fifty-three,  the 
second  month,  Alcimus  commanded  the  walls  of  the 
inner  court  of  the  sanctuary  to  be  thrown  down,  and  the 
works  of  the  prophets  to  be  destroyed  :  and  he  began  to 
destroy. 

55  At  that  time  Alcimus  was  struck:  and  his  works 
were  hindered,  and  his  mouth  was  stopped,  and  he  was 
taken  with  a  palsy,  so  that  he  could  no  more  speak  a 
word,  nor  give  order  concerning  his  house. 

Ob'  And  Alcimus  died  at  that  time  in  great  torment.  I 

57  And  Bacchides  saw  that  Alcimus  was  dead  :  and  he 
returned  to  the  king,  and  the  land  was  quiet  for  two  years. 

58  bAnd  all  the  wicked  held  a  council,  saying:  Behold 
Jonathan,  and  they  that  are  with  him,  dwell  at  ease  and 
without  fear :  now,  therefore,  let  us  bring  Bacchides 
bither,  and  he  shall  take  them  all  in  one  night. 

59  So  they  went,  and  gave  him  counsel. 

60  And  he  arose  to  come  with  a  great  army  :  and  he 
sent  secretly  letters  to  his  adherents  that  were  in  Judea, 
to  seize  upon  Jonathan,  and  them  that  were  with  him: 
but  they  could  not,  for  their  design  was  known  to  them. 

61  And  he  apprehended  of  the  men  of  the  country, 
that  were  the  principal  authors  of  the  mischief,  fifty  men, 
and  he  slew  them. 

62  And  Jonathan,  and  Simon,  and  they  that  were  with 
him,  retired  into  Bethbessen,  which  is  in  the  desert:  and 
he  repaired  the  breaches  thereof,  and  they  fortified  it. 

63  And  when  Bacchides  knew  it,  he  gathered  together 
all  his  multitude :  and  sent  word  to  them  that  were  of 
Judea.  .  .cv-vr: '  wwtj 

64  And  lie  came,  and  camped  above  Bethbessen,  and 
fought  against  it  many  days,  and  made  engines. 

65  But  Jonathan  left  his  brother,  Simon,  in  the  city, 

»  A.  M.  SSi-i,  A.  C.  !C0.— b  A.  M.  38*6,  A.  C.  153. 


though  Bacchides  fled  from  Jonathan,  ver.  47, 

77iopo,  or  Taphua.    The  two  last  were  In  Ephraim. 
Castle,  on  the  highest  part  of  Sion.  Ver.  52;  chap.  i.  55. — 


when  a  thousand  were  *>Iain 
40.  H. 
Vbh.  50. 

Vrr.  53  tattle,  on  tne  highest  part  of  Sion.  Ver.  52;  chap.  i.  35.— Custody, 
without  doing  them  any  fuuher  injury.  C. 

Vkr.  54.  Alcimus.  Josephua  (xii.  17)  confesses  that  Judas  was  high  priest. 
But  he  mistakes  when  he  says  he  ■Ugenofletl  Alcimus,  who,  it  hence  appears,  sur- 
vived him  a  year,  (ver.  3,  16.)  and  wiw  onJy  an  usurper.  He  should  therefore  be 
corrected  by  this  book,  rather  than  it  should  be  rejected  because  it  differs  from 
him  or  any  s*.ch  authors.  \V.  Ver.  1,  88.  H.—  Walk,  before  the  most  holy  place, 
(Joa  Lyr.,)  or  between  the  priests  and  people,  (Salien.  M. )  or  which  separated 
tbfl  Jews  from  the  Gentiles,  as  if  to  remove  all  distinction.  Grot. 

V£K.  61.    He,    Jongtbas  slow  those  who  had  given  information. 
348 


and  went  forth  into  the  country,  and  came  with  a  number 
of  men, 

66  And  struck  Odares,  and  his  brethren,  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Phaseron,  in  their  tents,  and  he  began  to  slay,  and 
to  increase  in  forces. 

67  But  Simon,  and  they  that  were  with  him,  sallied 
out  of  the  city,  and  burnt  the  engines, 

68  And  they  fought  against  Bacchides,  and  he  was 
discomfited  by  them:  and  they  afflicted  him  exceedingly, 
for  his  counsel,  and  his  enterprise  was  in  vain. 

t  69  And  he  was  angry  with  the  wicked  men  that  had 
given  him  counsel  to  come  into  their  country,  and  lie 
slew  many  of  them :  and  he  purposed  to  return  with  the 
rest  into  their  country. 

70  And  Jonathan  had  knowledge  of  it,  and  he  sent 
ambassadors  to  him  to  make  peace  with  him,  and  to  re- 
store to  him  the  prisoners. 

#  71  And  he  accepted  it  willingly,  and  did  according  to 
his  words,  and  swore  that  he  would  do  him  no  harm  all 
the  days  of  his  life. 

72  And  he  restored  to  him  the  prisoners  which  he  be- 
fore had  taken  out  of  the  land  of  Juda:  and  he  returned, 
and  went  away  into  his  own  country,  and  he  came  no 
more  into  their  borders. 

73  So  the  sword  ceased  from  Israel ;  and  Jonathan 
dwelt  in  Machmas,  and  Jonathan  began  there  to  judge  the 
people,  and  he  destroyed  the  wicked  out  of  Israel. 

,  ; -  ^  -  \   CHAP.  X.        'WtW*^  I 

Alexander  Bales  sets  himself  up  for  king:  both  he  and  Demetrius  seek  to 
make  Jonathan  their  friend.  Alexander  kills  Demetrius  in  battle,  and 
honours  Jonathan.    His  victory  over  Apollonius. 

TVTQW"  in  the  hundred  and  sixtieth  year,  Alexander, 
-Li  the  son  of  Antiochus,  surnamed  the  Illustrious, 
came  up  and  took  Ptolemais,  and  they  received  him,  and 
he  reigned  there. 

2  And  king  Demetrius  i  %ard  of  it,  and  gathered 
together  an  exceeding  great  army,  and  went  forth  against 
him  to  fight. 

3  And  Demetrius  sent  a  letter  to  Jonathan,  with  peace- 
able words,  to  magnify  him. 

4  For  he  said  :  Let  us  first  make  a  peace  with  him, 
before  he  make  one  with  Alexander  against  us. 

5  For  he  will  remember  all  the  evils  that  we  have  done 
against  him,  and  against  his  brother,  and  against  his  nation. 

6  And  he  gave  him  authority  to  gather  together  an 
army,  and  to  make  arms,  and  that  he  should  be  his  con- 
federate :  and  the  hostages  that  were  in  the  castle,  he 
commanded  to  be  delivered  to  him. 

7  And  Jonathan  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  read  the  let- 

«  A.M.  3SS1,  A.C.  153. 


Ver.  CO.    Odares,  people  of  the  country  who  adhered  to  Bacchides. 

Ver.  70.    Mackma*.    The  citadel  of  Sion  was  stfll  in  the  hands  o;ihe  enemy. 

CHAP.  X.  Vkr.  1.  Illustrious.  He  falsely  asserted  that  he  was  the  sou  of 
Epiphanes,  being  of  very  mean  birrh.  Just.  35.  VV.— At  any  iate  the  Romans  and 
Egyptians  acknowledged  him,  being  glad  to  find  a  rival  for  Demetrius,  who  was 
become  odious  likewise  to  the  Jews  and  Syrians,  lleraclides  had  been  deprived 
of  his  government  fC.)  by  the  king,  (chap.  vii.  8,)  and  in  rbvenge  fn.i  took 
Alexander,  and  Laodicea,  daughter  of  Epiphanes,  to  Rome,  where  he  gained  over 
many  of  the  senators,  who  agreed  to  help  them  to  recover  the  kingdom.  Hera- 
ciidee  then  levied  forces  at  Ephesus,  and  Ptolemais  was  delivered  up  to  Alexander, 
whence  he  wrote  to  Jonathan. 

Vkr.  3.  Magnify,  "extol."  or  grant  him  fresh  dignities.  Soter  wished  to 
gain  over  Jouatbas,  to  prevent  his  rival  from  receiving  supplies  from  Egypt  C. 


■ 
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ters  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people,  and  of  them  that 
were  in  the  castle, 

8  And  they  were  struck  with  great  fear,  because  they 
heard  that  the  king  had  given  him  authority  to  gather 
together  an  army. 

0  And  the  hostages  were  delivered  to  Jonathan,  and  he 
restored  them  to  their  parents. 

10  And  Jonathan  dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  and  began  to 
build,  and  to  repair  the  city. 

1 1  And  he  ordered  workmen  to  build  the  walls,  and 
Mount  Sion  round  about  with  square  Ptones  for  fortifica- 
tion :  and  so  thev  did. 

12  Then  the  strangers  that  were  in  the  strong  holds, 
which  Bacchides  had  built,  fled  away. 

13  And  every  man  left  his  place,  and  departed  into  his 
own  country : 

14  Only  in  Bethsura  there  remained  some  of  them, 
that  had  forsaken  the  law,  and  the  commandments  of  God  : 
for  this  was  a  place  of  refuge  for  them. 

io  And  king  Alexander  heard  of  the  promises  that 
Demetrius  iiad  made  Jonathan :  and  they  told  him  of  the 
battles,  and  the  worthy  acts  that  he  and  his  brethren  had 
done,  and  the  labours  that  they  had  endured. 

16  And  he  said:  Shall  we  find  such  another  man? 
now,  therefore,  we  will  make  him  our  friend  and  our 
confederate. 

17  So  he  wrote  a  letter,  and  sent  it  to  him  according 
to  these  words,  saying : 

18  King  Alexander  to  his  brother,  Jonathan,  greeting. 

1 9  We  have  heard  of  thee,  that  thou  art  a  man  of  great 
power,  and  fit  to  be  our  friend : 

20  Now,  therefore,  we  make  thee  this  day  high  priest 
of  thy  nation,  and  that  thou  be  called  the  king's  friend, 
(and  he  sent  him  a  purple  robe,  and  a  crown  of  gold,)  and 
that  thou  be  of  one  mind  with  us  in  our  affairs,  and  keep 
friendship  wilh  us. 

21  Then  Jonathan  put  on  the  holy  vestment  in  the  | 
seventh  month,  in  the  year  one  hundred  and  threescore, 
at  the  feast  day  of  the  tabernacles ;  and  he  gathered 
together  an  army,  and  made  a  great  number  of  arms.  | 

22  And  Demetrius  heard  these  words,  and  was  exceed- 
ing sorry,  and  said ; 

23  What  is  this  that  we  have  done,  that  Alexander  hath 
prevented  us  to  gain  the  friendship  of  the  Jews,  to 
strengthen  himself? 

24  1  also  will  write  to  them  words  of  request,  and  offer 
dignities,  and  gifts :  that  they  may  be  with  me  to  aid  me. 

25  And  he  wrote  to  them  in  these  words:  King 
Demetrius  to  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  greeting. 

26  Whereas  you  have  kept  covenant  with  us,  and  have 


Ver.  11,  Did.  The  wall  built  by  Judas  had  been  demolished.  Chap.  iT.  60, 
4nd  vi.  62 

Vek.  20.  Make.  The  king  could  not  make  him  high  priest,  as  he  was  that 
•"ready  :  but  oe  acknowledges  the  title.  W. 

Ver.  21.  Vestment,  at  the  ftsst  of  tabernacles,  A.  3S52,  seven  years  after  the 
ieath  of  Alcinius,  and  nine  since  Judas  fell.  C. 

Ver.  23.  Prevented,  by  sending  present*.  Demetrius  had  sent  a  letter  and 
liberated  the  hostages,  whom  Jonathan  might  justly  receive  without  declaring  for 
the  king.  M. 

Ver.  26.  Heard.  He  scruples  not  to  tell  a  lie,  for  he  had  been  informed  of 
thfi  contrary.  Ver.  22.  W. 

Vbr.  29.  Salt,  of  which  there  were  pitb  in  the  country.  Chap.  xi.  33.— 
Crown*.    Antiochus  the  Great  had  before  granted  this  exemption  to  the  ministers 
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continued  in  our  friendship,  and  have  not  joined  with  our 
enemies,  we  have  heard  of  it,  and  are  glad. 

27  Wherefore  now  continue  still  to  keep  fidelity  towards 
us,  and  we  will  reward  you  with  good  things,  for  what  you 
have  done  in  our  behalf. 

28  And  we  will  remit  to  you  many  charges,  and  will 
give  you  gifts. 

25  And  now  I  free  you,  and  all  the  Jews,  from  tributes, 
and  I  release  you  from  the  customs  of  salt,  and  remit  the 
crowns,  and  the  thirds  of  the  seed  : 

30  And  the  half  of  the  fruit  of  trees,  which  is  my  share, 
I  leave  to  you  from  this  day  forward,  so  that  it  shall  not 
be  taken  of  the  land  of  Juda,  and  of  the  three  cities  that 
are  added  thereto  out  of  Samaria  and  Galilee,  from  this 
day  forth,  and  for  ever  : 

31  And  let  Jerusalem  be  holy  Hnd  free,  with  the 
borders  thereof ;  and  let  the  tenths,  and  tributes  be  for 
itself. 

32  I  yield  up  also  the  power  of  the  castle  that  is  in 
Jerusalem,  and  I  give  it  to  the  high  priest,  to  place  therein 
such  men  as  he  shall  choose,  to  keep  it. 

33  And  every  soul  of  the  Jews  that  hath  been  carried 
captive  from  the  land  of  Juda  in  all  my  kingdom,  I  set  at 
liberty  freely,  that  all  be  discharged  from  tributes,  even  oi 
their  cattle. 

34  And  I  will  that  all  the  feasts,  and  the  sabbaths,  and 
the  new  moons,  and  the  days  appointed,  and  three  days 
before  the  solemn  day,  and  three  days  after  the  solemn 
day,  be  all  days  of  immunity  and  freedom,  for  all  thf 
Jews  that  are  in  my  kingdom : 

35  And  no  man  shall  have  power  to  do  any  thing 
against  them,  or  to  molest  any  of  them,  in  any  cause. 

36  And  let  there  be  enrolled  in  the  king's  army  to  the 
number  of  thirty  thousand  of  the  Jews :  and  allowance 
shall  be  made  them,  as  is  due  to  all  the  king's  forces,  and 
certain  of  them  shall  be  appointed  to  be  in  the  fortresses 
of  the  great  king : 

37  And  some  of  them  shall  be  set  over  the  affairs  61 
the  kingdom,  that  are  of  trust,  and  let  the  governors  be 
taken  from  among  themselves,  and  let  them  walk  in  iheii 
own  laws,  as  the  king  hath  commanded  in  the  land  o( 
Juda. 

38  And  the  three  cities  that  are  added  to  Judea,  out 
of  the  country  of  Samaria,  let  them  be  accounted  with 
Judea:  that  they  may  be  under  one,  and  obey  no  other 
authority  but  that  of  the  high  priest : 

39  Ptolemais,  and  the  confines  thereof,  I  give  as  a  free 
gift  to  the  holy  places,  that  are  in  Jerusalem,  for  the 
necessary  charges  of  the  holy  things. 

40  And  I  give  every  year  fifteen  thousand    sides  oi 


of  the  temple.  Jos.  Ant.  xii.  3.  C— The  Jews,  after  its  ruin,  used  to  present  such 
to  their  patriarchs.    But  the  Roman  emperors  claimed  them.  Grot. 

Ver.  31.  Free;  "an  asylum,"  (Jos.,)  without  any  foreign  troops,  like  Del- 
phi. Grot. 

Ver.  3*2.    Castle.    Yet  Jonathas  was  afterwards  forced  to  besiege  it.  C. 

Vek.  33.    Cattle,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  forced  to  work  for  the  public  Jos. 

Vek.  34.  Appointed  "  of  lots,"  Judith,  the  dedication,  6cc.  These  days  were 
privileged,  that  the  people  might  go  to  the  temple  without  being  molested,  and 
carry  what  they  would  free  of  all  taxes. 

\  BR.  30.  Let.  This  was  not  required,  but  a  proof  of  confidence.  C. — Gre&i 
king.    He  assumes  the  titles  of  the  Persian  monarchs.  H. 

Ver.  37.    Trust,  to  guard  the  king,  (Jos.,)  or  be  in  the  treasury.  T.— -i 
He  revokes  the  impious  edict*  of  Epiphanea. 
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silver  out  of  the  king's  accounts,  of  what  belongs  to 

me: 

41  And  all  that  is  above,  which  they  that  were  over 
the  affairs  the  years  before,  had  not  paid,  from  this  time 
they  shall  give  it  to  the  works  of  the  house. 

42  Moreover,  the  five  thousand  sides  of  silver,  which 
they  received  from  the  account  of  the  holy  places,  every 
year,  shall  also  belong  to  the  priests  that  execute  the 
ministry. 

43  And  whosoever  shall  flee  into  the  temple  that  is  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  all  the  borders  thereof,  being  indebted 
to  the  king-  for  any  matter,  let  them  be  set  at  liberty,  and 
all  that  they  have  in  my  kingdom,  let  them  have  it  free. 

44  For  the  building  also,  or  repairing  the  works  of  the 
holy  places,  the  charges  shall  be  given  out  of  the  king's 
revenues : 

45  For  the  building  also  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and 
the  fortifying  thereof  round  about,  the  charges  shall  be 
given  out  of  the  king's  account,  as  also  for  the  building  of 

the  walls  in  Judea. 

46  Now  when  Jonathan  and  the  people  heard  these 
words,  'they  gave  no  credit  to  them,  nor  received  them: 
because  they  remembered  the  great  evil  that  he  had  done 
in  Israel,  for  he  had  afflicted  them  exceedingly. 

47  And  their  inclinations  were  towards  Alexander,  be- 
cause he  had  been  the  chief  promoter  of  peace  in  their 
regard,  and  him  they  always  helped. 

48  bAnd  king  Alexander  gathered  together  a  great 
army,  and  moved  his  camp  near  to  Demetrius. 

49  And  the  two  kings  joined  battle,  and  the  army  of 
Demetrius  fled  away,  and  Alexander  pursued  after  him, 
and  pressed  them  close. 

50  And  the  battle  was  hard  fought,  till  the  sun  went 
down  :  and  Demetrius  was  slain  that  day. 

51  And  Alexander  sent  ambassadors  to  Ptolemee,  king 
of  Egypt,  with  words  to  this  effect,  saying  : 

52  Forasmuch  as  I  am  returned  into  my  kingdom, 
and  am  set  in  the  throne  of  my  ancestors,  and  have  gotten 
the  dominion,  and  have  overthrown  Demetrius,  and  pos- 
sessed our  country, 

53  And  have  joined  battle  with  him,  and  both  he  and 
his  army  have  been  destroyed  by  us,  and  we  are  placed  in 

the  throne  of  his  kingdom  : 

54  Now,  therefore,  let  us  make  friendship  one  with 
another :  and  give  me  now  thy  daughter  to  wife,  and  I 
will  be  thy  son-in-law,  and  I  will  give  both  thee  and  her 

gifts  worthy  of  thee. 

55  And  king  Ptolemee  answered,  saying :  Happy  is 
the  day  wherein  thou  didst  return  to  the  land  of  thy 
fathers,  and  sattest  in  the  throne  of  their  kingdom. 

»  Supr*.  TiL  12.— *>  A.  M.  3854,  A.  C.  150. 

Vsh.  41.    Above.    He  was  not  in  a  condition  to  force  the  payment  of  these 
arrears,  and  is  liberal  of  what  lie  does  not  possess.  C. 
Yer.  42.    They;  former  kings.  H. 

Ver.  43.    Free.    Their  persons  and  goods  are  protected  in  this  asylum.  Even 

th*  king's  debtors  Bra  not  excluded.  C. 

Ver.  50.  Day.  A.  3653.  C— The  left  wing  proved  stronger.  But  the  right, 
where  Demetrius  fought  in  pei-son,  was  forced  to  yield ;  and  the  king  plunging 
with  his  horse  into  a  bog,  was  pierced  with  arrows,  fighting  bravely.  Jos.  Just. 

Ver.  61.    Ptolemee,  sumained  Philometor,  (Ch.)  by  whose  aid  Alexander  had 
obtained  the  victor}*-  C. 
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56  And  now  I  will  do  to  thee  as  thou  hast  written 
but  meet  me  at  Ptolemais,  that  we  may  see  one  another 
and  I  may  give  her  to  thee  as  thou  hast  said. 

57  So  Ptolemee  went  out  of  Egypt,  with  Cleopatra, 
his  daughter,  and  he  came  to  Ptolemais,  in  the  hundred 

and  sixty-second  year.c 

58  And  king  "Alexander  met  him,  and  he  gave  him 
his  daughter,  Cleopatra :  and  he  celebrated  her  marriage 
at  Ptolemais  with  great  glory,  after  the  manner  of  kings. 

59  And  king  Alexander  wrote  to  Jonathan,  that  he 
should  come  and  meet  him. 

60  And  he  went  honourably  to  Ptolemais,  and  he  met 
there  the  two  kings,  and  he  gave  them  much  silver,  and 
gold,  and  presents :  and  he  found  favour  in  their  sight 

61  And  some  pestilent  men  of  Israel,  men  of  a  wicked 
life,  assembled  themselves  against  him,  to  accuse  him. 
and  the  king  gave  no  heed  to  them. 

62  And  he  commanded  that  Jonathan  s  garments  should 
be  taken  off,  and  that  he  should  be  clothed  with  purple : 
and  they  did  so.    And  the  king  made  him  sit  by  himself 

63  And  he  said  to  his  princes :  Go  out  with  him  into 
the  midst  of  the  city,  and  make  proclamation,  that  no  man 
complain  against  him  of  any  matter,  and  that  no  man 
trouble  him  for  any  manner  of  cause. 

64  So  when  his  accusers  saw  his  glory  proclaimed,  and 
him  clothed  with  purple,  they  all  fled  away. 

65  And  the  king  magnified  him,  and  enrolled  him 
amongst  his  chief  friends,  and  made  him  governor,  and 
partaker  of  his  dominion. 

66  And  Jonathan  returned  into  Jerusalem  with  peace 

and  joy.  .  . 

67  In  the  year  one  hundred  and  sixty-five,d  Demetrius, 

the  son  of  Demetrius,  came  from  Crete  into  the  land  o\ 
his  fathers. 

68  And  king  Alexander  heard  of  it,  and  was  much 
troubled,  and  returned  to  Antioch. 

69  And  king  Demetrius  made  Apollonius  his  general, 
who  was  governor  of  Celesyria  :  and  he  gathered  together 
a  great  army,  and  came  to  Jamnia  :  and  he  sent  to  Jona- 
than, the  high  priest, 

70  Saying  :  Thou  alone  standest  against  us,  and  I  am 
laughed  at  and  reproached,  because  thou  showest  thy 

power  against  us  in  the  mountains. 

71  Now,  therefore,  if  thou  trustest  in  thy  forces,  come 
down  to  us  into  the  plain,  and  there  let  us  try  one  another  * 
for  with  me  is  the  strength  of  war. 

72  Ask,  and  learn  who  I  am,  and  the  rest  that  help 
me,  who  also  say  that  your  foot  cannot  stand  before  our 
face,  for  thy  fathers  have  twice  been  put  to  flight  in  their 
own  land : 

•  A.  M.  SIM. — *  A.  M.  SWfi,  A.  C.  148. 

Vbr.  61.    Pestilent.    So  the  impious  are  styled.  Ptal.  i.  1,  Sec.  C. 

Ver.  64.  Away.  When  calumniators  see  the  innocent  honoured,  they  are 
afraid  to  prosecute  them.  W. 

Ver.  65.    Itominwn.    General  of  his  armies,  (Vat.,)  or  in 

Ver.  07.  Son.  The  king  had  cent  his  two  sons,  this  Nicator  and  Sidctes.  to 
Cnidus,  that  they  might  be  out  of  danger.  The  eldest  being  informed  tliat  Alex- 
ander had  given  himself  up  to  debauchery,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  an  army 
which  Lasthenes  of  Crete  had  raised. 

Ver.  72.  Twice.  He  allndes  perhaps  to  the  defeat  of  Azarias,  and  to  thai 
where  Judas  was  slain.  C. — This  captain  had  also  twice  thought  proper  to  retreat 
Chap.  vL  47,  and  vii.  32.  H. 


Chap.  X. 

73  And  now  how  wilt  thou  be  able  to  abide  the  horse- 
men, and  so  great  an  army  in  the  plain,  where  there  is  no 
stone,  nor  rock,  nor  place  to  flee  to? 

74  Now  when  Jonathan  heard  the  words  of  Apollonius, 
he  was  moved  in  his  mind :  and  he  chose  ten  thousand 
men,  and  went  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  Simon,  his  brother, 
met  him  to  help  him. 

75  And  they  pitched  their  tents  near  Joppe,  but  they 
shut  him  out  of  the  city :  because  a  garrison  of  Apollonius 
was  in  Joppe,  and  lie  laid  siege  to  it. 

76  And  they  that  were  in  the  city  being  affrighted, 
opened  the  gates  to  him  :  so  Jonathan  took  Joppe. 

77  And  Apollonius  heard  of  it,  and  he  took  three 
thousand  horsemen,  and  a  great  army. 

78  And  he  went  to  Azotus,  as  one  that  was  making  a 
journey,  and  immediately  he  went  forth  into  the  plain  : 
because  he  had  a  Great  number  of  horsemen,  and  he  trusted 
in  them.  And  Jonathan  followed  after  him  to  Azotus, 
and  they  joined  battle. 

79  And  Apollonius  left  privately  in  the  camp  a  thou- 
sand horsemen  behind  them. 

80  And  Jonathan  knew  that  there  was  an  ambush  be- 
hind him,  and  they  surrounded  his  army,  and  cast  darts 
at  the  people  from  morning  till  evening. 

81  But  the  people  stood  still,  as  Jonathan  had  com- 
manded them  :  and  so  their  horses  were  fatigued. 

82  Then  Simon  drew  forth  his  army,  and  attacked  the 
legion  :  for  the  horsemen  were  wearied :  and  they  were 
discomfited  by  him,  and  fled. 

83  And  they  that  were  scattered  about  the  plain,  fled 
into  Azotus,  and  went  into  Bethdagon,  their  idol's  temple, 
there  to  save  themselves. 

84  But  Jonathan  set  fire  to  Azotus,  and  the  cities  that 
were  round  about  it,  and  took  the  spoils  of  them,  and  the 
temple  of  Dagon  :  and  all  them  that  were  fled  into  it,  he 
burnt  with  fire. 

85  So  they  that  were  slain  by  the  sword,  with  them 
that  were  burnt,  were  almost  eight  thousand  men. 

86  And  Jonathan  removed  his  army  from  thence,  and 
camped  against  Ascalon :  and  they  went  out  of  the  city 
to  meet  him  with  great  honour., 

87  And  Jonathan  returned  into  Jerusalem  with  his 
people,  having  many  spoils. 

88  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Alexander,  the  king, 
heard  these  words,  that  he  honoured  Jonathan  yet  more. 

89  And  he  sent  him  a  buckle  of  gold,  as  the  custom  is, 
to  be  given  to  such  as  are  of  the  royal  blood.  And  he 
gave  him  Accaron,  and  all  the  borders  thereof,  in  possession. 

»  A.  M.  SS58,  A.  C.  146. 

Vkr.  77.    Army.    Josephus  says  eight  thousand  foot,  ic. 
Ver,  80*    Army.    Lit.  "  camp,"  vliich  the  Vulg.  puta  for  an  army  chiefly  of 
coot, 

Ver.  8K  Fatigued.  In  the  evening,  Simon,  seeing  the  enemy's  cavalry  tired, 
fell  upon  the  infantry. 

Vkr.  83.  And.  Et  qui  seems  to  be  mistaken  for  equ\t  "the  horsemen,"  as 
the  Gr.j  Syr.,  and  Jos.  read. 

Vkr.  8U.  Buckle,  to  be  worn  on  the  shoulder.  S.  laid. — This  honour  was 
vcrv  extraorrfiimrv.  2  Mac.  xi.  35.  Alex.  Genial,  ii.  20. 

CHAP.  XI-  Vkr.  1.  Shore.  By  this  hyperbole,  used  in  Scripture,  we  are 
Epven  to  understand  that  the  army  was  greater  than  could  bo  easily  numbered  or 
conceived.  W. — Vhilometor  had  assisted  Alexander,  with  n  treacherous  design  of 
seizing  the  kingdom  when  it  should  be  weakened.  H. — He  had  given  him  his 
daughter  for  the  same  purpose ;  and  now,  when  Demetrius  asserted  his  claims,  he 
pretended  that  he  would  defend  his  son-in-law,  and  was  thus  admitted  into  all  the 
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Ptolemee  invades  the  kingdom  of  Alexander :  the  latter  it  slein  :  and  the  firmer 
dies  soon  after,    Demetrius  honours  Jonathan,  and  is  rescued  by  the  Jeies 
from  his  own  subjects,  in  Antioch.  Antiochus  the  younger  favours  Jonat 'nan. 
His  exploits  in  divers  places. 

AND  "the  king  of  Egypt  gathered  together  an  array, 
like  the  sand  that  lieth  upon  the  sea  shore,  and 
many  ships :  and  he  sought  to  get  the  kingdom  of  Alex-  I 
ander  by  deceit,  and  join  it  to  his  own  kingdom. 

2  And  he  went  out  into  Syria  with  peaceable  words, 
and  they  opened  to  him  the  cities,  and  met  him  :  for  king 
Alexander  had  ordered  them  to  go  forth  to  meet  him, 
because  lie  was  his  father-in-law. 

3  Now  when  Ptolemee  entered  into  the  cities,  he  put 
garrisons  of  soldiers  in  every  city. 

4  And  when  he  came  near  to  Azotus,  they  showed 
him  the  temple  of  Dagon  that  was  burnt  with'  fire,  and 
Azotus,  and  the  suburbs  thereof,  that  were  destroyed,  and 
the  bodies  that  were  cast  abroad,  and  the  graves  of  them 
that  were  slain  in  the  battle,  which  they  had  made  near 
the  way. 

5  And  they  told  the  king  that  Jonathan  had  done  these 
things,  to  make  him  odious :  but  the  king  held  his  peace. 

6  And  Jonathan  came  to  meet  the  king  at  Joppe  with 
glory,  and  they  saluted  one  another,  and  they  lodged  there. 

7  And  Jonathan  went  with  the  king  as  tar  as  the  river, 
called  Eleutherus :  and  he  returned  into  Jerusalem. 

8  And  king  Ptolemee  got  the  dominion  of  the  cities 
by  the  sea  side,  even  to  Seleucia,  and  he  devised  evil 
designs  against  Alexander. 

9  And  he  sent  ambassadors  to  Demetrius,  saying: 
Come,  let  us  make  a  league  between  us,  and  I  will  give 
thee  my  daughter  whom  Alexander  hath,  and  thou  shall 
reign  in  the  kingdom  of  thy  father. 

10  For  I  repent  that  I  have  given  him  my  daughter, 
for  he  hath  sought  to  kill  me. 

11  And  he  slandered  him,  because  he  coveted  hii 
kingdom, 

12  And  he  took  away  his  daughter,  and  gave  her 
Demetrius,  and  alienated  himself  from  Alexander,  and  his 
enmities  were  made  manifest.  '  ■ 

13  And  Ptolemee  entered  into  Antioch,  and  set  two 
crowns  upon  his  head,  that  of  Egypt,  and  that  of 
Asia. 

14  Now  king  Alexander  was  in  Cilicia  at  that  time 
because  they  that  were  in  those  places  had  rebelled. 

15  And  when  Alexander  heard  of  it,b  he  came  to  give 
him  battle  :  and  king  Ptolemee  brought  forth  his  army, 
and  met  him  with  a  strong  power,  and  put  him  to  flight 

b  A.  M.  3459,  A.  C.  MS. 

towns.  At  Ptolemais  he  declared  his  real  design,  still  pretending-  that  AlexaudW 
had  luid  snares  for  him.  While  the  latter  was  raising  forcoe  in  Cilicia,  he  took 
Antioch,  where  ho  placed  two  diadems  on  his  head ;  slew  the  cruel  Ammonius, 
who  had  chiefly  irritated  the  people  against  his  master ;  gave  the  wife  of  Alexander 
to  Demetrius;  and,  in  conjunction  with  him,  went  to  attack  Alexander  near  the 
river  (Bdopsras.  Here  he  received  some  mortal  wounds;  though  Alexander  wax 
routed,  and  soon  after  slain  in  Arabia.  Lfry,  52.  Usher,  A.  3868. 

Ver.  7.  Eleutherus^  about  eighty  leagues.  Some  place  this  river  between 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  but  it  ran  to  the  north  of  Libanus.  Chap.  xii.  24.  Pliny,  6cc. 

Ver.  10.  Kill  me.  Josephus  thinks  this  was  true:  but  it  seems  only  a 
pretext. 

Vbr.  13.  Antioch.  The  whole  province  rebelled  on  account  of  the  crueltiei 
of  Ammonius,  who  put  on  women's  clothes,  but  could  not  escape.  Philometar 
was  proclaimed  king,  yet  besought  the  people  to  forget  the  injuries  of  Soter,  acd 
receive  his  son,  us  fur  his  part  he  was  content  with  Egypt.  Just.  35.  Jos.  C. 
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16  And  Alexander  fled  into  Arabia,  there  to  be  pro- 
tected :  and  king  Ptolemee  was  exalted. 

17  And  Zabdiel,  the  Arabian,  took  off  Alexander's 

head,  and  sent  it  to  Ptolemee. 

18  And  king  Ptolemee  died  the  third  day  after:  and 
they  that  were  in  the  strong  holds  were  destroyed  by  them 

that  were  within  the  camp. 

19  And  Demetrius  reigned  in  the  hundred  and  sixty- 

*eventh  year/ 

20  In  those  days  Jonathan  gathered  together  them  that 
were  in  Judea,  to  take  the  castle  that  was  in  Jerusalem  : 
and  they  made  many  engines  of  war  against  it. 

21  Then  some  wicked  men  that  hated  their  own  na- 
tion, went  away  to  king  Demetrius,  and  told  him  that 

Jonathan  was  besieging  the  castle. 

22  And  when  he  heard  it,  he  was  angry :  and  forth- 
with he  came  to  Ptolemais,  and  wrote  to  Jonathan,  that 
he  should  not  besiege  the  castle,  but  should  come  to  him 
in  haste,  and  speak  to  him. 

23  But  when  Jonathan  heard  this,  he  bade  them  be- 
siege it  still ;  and  he  chose  some  of  the  ancients  of  Israel 
and  of  the  priests,  and  put  himself  in  danger. 

24  And  he  took  gold,  and  silver,  and  raiment,  and 
many  other  presents,  and  went  to  the  king  to  Ptolemais, 
and  he  found  favour  in  his  sight. 

25  And  certain  wicked  men  of  his  nation  made  com- 
plaints against  him. 

26  And  the  king  treated  mm  as  his  predecessors  had 
done  before :  and  he  exalted  him  in  the  sight  of  all  his 
friends. 

27  And  he  confirmed  him  in  the  high  priesthood,  and 
*11  the  honours  he  had  before,  and  he  made  him  the  chief 
>f  his  friends. 

28  And  Jonathan  requested  of  the  king  that  he  would 
make  Judea  free  from  tribute,  and  the  three  governments, 
and  Samaria,  and  the  confines  thereof:  and  he  promised 
him  three  hundred  talents. 

29  And  the  king  consented :  and  he  wrote  letters  to 
Jonathan  of  all  these  things,  to  this  effect. 

30  King  Demetrius  to  his  brother,  Jonathan,  and  to 
tne  nation  of  the  Jews,  greeting. 

31  We  send  you  here  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  we 
have  written  to  Lasthenes,  our  parent,  concerning  you, 

that  you  might  know  it. 

32  King  Demetrius  to  Lasthenes,  his  parent,  greeting. 

33  We  have  determined  to  do  good  to  the  nation  of  the 
Jews,  who  are  our  friends,  and  keep  the  things  that  are  just 
with  us,  for  their  good  will  which  they  bear  towards  us. 

»  A.  M.  3459. 

Ver.  17.  Zabdiel,  "God's  dowry,"  or  Diodes,  "the  glory  of  God,"  (H.) 
prince  of  Arabia.  Dlod.  32.— Only  five  accompanied  Alexander.  His  generals 
■ought  to  make  thrir  peace  with  his  rival,  and  slew  him.  Usher. 

Ver.  18-    After.    He  had  been  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle,  and  remained 

insensible  four  davs. 

Ver.  20.  Castle.  SoUt*»  offers  had  not  been  accepted-  Chap.  x.  32.  Jona- 
than thought  himself  independent  of  his  ecu.  C. 

Vkk.  21.    Nation,  by  their  actions.    They  wished  to  be  free  from  the  restraint 

of  the  law.  H. 

Ver.  23.    Priests.    These  would  testify  that  what  ho  said  In  his  detence  was 

Ver.  27.  Friends.  Gr.  "he  set  him  at  the  head  of  his  first  friends,"  (H.) 
treating  him  with  the  greatest  distinction.  C. 

Vkr.  28.  Governments,  ( toparchias,)  or  "principalities."  These  had  already 
tveec  alven.  and  are  now  enriched  with  immunities,  like  the  rest  of  Judea  and 


34  We  have  ratified,  therefore,  unto  them  all  the  bor- 
ders of  Judea,  and  the  three  cities,  Aphcrema,  Lyda,  and 
Ramatha,  which  are  added  to  Judea,  out  of  Samaria,  and 
all  their  confines,  to  be  set  apart  to  all  them  that  sacrifice 
to  Jerusalem,  instead  of  the  payments  which  the  king  re- 
ceived of  them  every  year,  and  for  the  .raits  of  the  land. 

and  of  the  trees. 

35  And  as  for  other  things  that  belonged  to  us  of  the 
tithes,  and  of  the  tributes,  from  tliis  time  we  discharge 
them  of  them  :  the  saltpans  also,  and  the  crowns  that  were 

presented  to  us. 

36  We  give  all  to  them,  and  nothing  hereof  shall  bs 
revoked  from  this  time  forth  and  for  ever. 

37  Now,  therefore,  see  that  thou  make  a  copy  of  these 
things,  and  let  it  be  given  to  Jonathan,  and  set  upon  the 
holy  mountain,  in  a  conspicuous  place. 

38  bAnd  king  Demetrius,  seeing  that  the  land  wa* 
quiet  before  him,  and  nothing  resisted  him,  sent  away  all 
his  forces,  every  man  to  his  own  place,  except  the  foreign 
army,  which  he  had  drawn  together  from  the  islands  oi 
the  nations  :  so  all  the  troops  of  hi?  fathers  hated  him, 

39  Now  there  was  one  Tryphon.  who  had  been  oi 
Alexander's  party  before :  who  seeing  that  all  the  army 
murmured  against  Demetrius,  went  to  Einalchuel,  the 
Arabian,  who  brought  up  Antiochus,  the  son  of  Alex 

ander:  '  „;_  .  .v:. 

40  And  he  pressed  him  much  to  deliver  him  to  him, 
that  he  might  be  king  in  his  father's  place :  and  he  told 
him  all  that  Demetrius  had  done,  and  how  his  soldiers 
hated  him.    And  he  remained  there  many  days. 

41  And  Jonathan  sent  to  king  Demetrius,  desiring  that 
he  would  cast  out  them  that  were  in  the  castle  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  those  that  were  in  the  strong  holds  :  because 
they  fought  against  Israel. 

42  And  Demetrius  sent  to  Jonathan,  saying  :  1  will  not 
only  do  this  for  thee,  and  for  thy  people,  but  1  will  greatly 
honour  thee,  and  thy  nation,  when  opportunity  shall  serve. 

43  Now,  therefore,  thou  shalt  do  well  if  thou  send  me 
men  to  help  me :  for  all  my  army  is  gone  from  me. 

44  And  Jonathan  sent  him  three  thousand  valiant  men 
to  Antioch :  and  they  came  to  the  king,  and  the  king  wa? 
very  glad  of  their  coming. 

45  And  they  that  were  of  the  city  assembled  themselves 
together,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
men,  and  would  have  killed  the  king. 

46  And  the  king  fled  into  the  palace :  and  they  of  the 
city  kept  the  passages  of  the  city,  and  began  to  fight. 

47  And  the  king  called  the  Jews  to  his  assistance  :  and 

*  A.  M.  3R60,  A.  C.  144. 

Samaria.  W. — The  latter  was  not  one  of  the  governments,  but  they  were  taken 
from  that  country  and  from  Galilee. 

Vkr.  31.  Parent.  Lasthenes  had  procured  him  troops,  and  was  made 
prime  minister.  But  abusing  his  power,  threw  his  master  into  many  diffi- 
culties. C. 

Vek.  35.  Of  them.  He  remits  only  the  arrears,  (Grot.,)  or  all  future  claims, 
which  are  (riven  up  to  the  priests.  H. — Pans,  or  "lakes."  Some  would  substitute 
(C.)  tiuoq,  "dues,"  but  without  necessity.  H. 

Vjbh.  36.    Nations,  particularly  Crete.    This  most  pernicious  counsel  was  p-o- 

bably  given  by  Lasthenes.  C 

Ver.  39.    Tryphon,  styled  Diodotus  before  he  mounted  the  throne.  C. 

Ver.  4(i.  Fight.  The  king  attempted  to  disarm  the  citizens  of  Antioch;  but 
they  revolted,  and  would  have  slaiu  him  in  his  palace,  (Diod.  Va'esii,)  had  mot 
the  Jews  in  the  country,  and  those  sent  by  Jonathan,come  to  his  aid.  He  did  o*. 
however,  give  them  a  suitable  reward.  C. 
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they  came  to  him  all  at  once,  and  they  all  dispersed  them- 
selves through  the  city. 

48  And  they  slew  in  that  day  a  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  they  set  fire  to  the  city,  and  got  many  spoils  that  day, 
and  delivered  the  king. 

49  And  they  that  were  of  the  city  saw  that  the  Jews 
bad  got  the  city  as  they  would  :  and  they  were  discouraged 
in  their  mind,  and  cried  to  the  king,  making  supplication, 
and  saying : 

50  Grant  us  peace,  and  let  the  Jews  cease  from  assault- 
ng  us,  and  the  city. 

51  And  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  made  peace, 
ind  the  Jews  were  glorified  in  the  sight  of  the  king,  and 
m  the  sight  of  all  that  were  m  his  realm,  and  were  re- 
nowned throughout  the  kingdom,  and  returned  to  Jerusa- 
lem with  many  spoils. 

52  So  king  Demetrius  sat  in  the  throne  of  his  king- 
dom :  and  the  land  was  quiet  before  him. 

53  And  he  falsified  all  whatsoever  he  had  said,  and 
alienated  himself  from  Jonathan,  and  did  not  reward  him 
according  to  the  benefits  he  had  received  from  him,  but 
gave  him  great  trouble. 

54  And  after  this  Tryphon  returned,  and  with  him 
Antiochus,  the  young  boy,  who  was  made  king,  and  put 
oxi  the  diadem. 

55  And  there  assembled  unto  him  all  the  bands  which 
Demetrius  had  sent  away,  and  they  fought  against  De- 
metrius, who  turned  his  back  and  fled. 

56  And  Tryphon  took  the  elephants,  and  made  himself 
master  of  Antioch. 

57  And  young  Antiochus  wrote  to  Jonathan,  saying : 
I  confirm  thee  in  the  high  priesthood,  and  I  appoint  thee 
ruler  over  the  four  cities,  and  to  be  one  of  the  kings 
iriends. 

58  And  he  sent  him  vessels  of  gold  for  his  service,  and 
he  gave  him  leave  to  drink  in  gold,  and  to  be  clothed  in 
[  urple,  and  to  wear  a  golden  buckle : 

59  And  he  made  his  brother,  Simon,  governor,  from 
the  borders  of  Tyre  even  to  the  confines  of  Egypt. 

60  Then  Jonathan  went  forth,  and  passed  through  the 
cities  beyond  the  river,  and  all  the  forces  of  Syria  gathered 
ihemselves  to  him  to  help  him,  and  he  came  to  Ascalon, 
and  they  met  him  honourably  out  of  the  city. 

61  And  he  went  from  thence  to  Gaza:  and  they  that 
were  in  Gaza  shut  him  out ;  and  he  besieged  it,  and  burnt 
\ll  the  suburbs  round  about,  and  took  the  spoils. 

62  And  the  men  of  Gaza  made  supplication  to  Jona- 
than, and  he  gave  them  the  right  hand  :  and  he  took  their 
sons  for  hostages,  and  sent  them  to  Jerusalem :  and  he 
went  through  the  country,  as  far  as  Damascus. 

63  And  Jonathan  heard  that  the  o-enerals  of  Demetrius 


were  come  treacherously  to  Cades,  which  is  in  Gahl 
with  a  great  army,  purposing  to  remove  him  from 

affairs  of  the  kingdom. 

64  And  he  went  against  them :  but  left  his  brother 
Simon,  in  the  country. 

65  And  Simon  encamped  against  Bethsura,  and  as- 
saulted it  many  days,  and  shut  them  up. 

66  And  they  desired  him  to  make  peace,  and  he 
granted  it  them :  and  he  cast  them  out  from  thence,  and 
took  the  city,  and  placed  a  garrison  in  it. 

67  And  Jonathan,  and  his  army,  encamped  by  the 
water  of  Genesar,  and  before  it  was  light  they  were  ready 
in  the  plain  of  Asor. 

68  And  behold  the  army  of  the  strangers  met  him  in 
the  plain,  and  they  laid  an  ambush  for  him  in  the  moun- 
tains :  but  he  went  out  against  them. 

69  And  they  that  lay  in  ambush  rose  out  of  their  places, 
and  joined  battle. 

70  And  all  that  were  on  Jonathans  side  fled,  and  non^ 
was  left  of  them,  but  Mathathias,  the  son  of  Absalom,  and 
Judas,  the  son  of  Calphi,  chief  captain  of  the  army. 

71  And  Jonathan  rent  his  garments,  and  cast  earth 

upon  his  head,  and  prayed. 

72  And  Jonathan  turned  again  to  them  to  battle,  and 
he  put  them  to  flight,  and  they  fought. 

73  And  they  of  his  part  that  fled  saw  tkU9  and  they 
turned  again  to  him,  and  they  all  with  him  pursued  the 
enemies,  even  to  Cades,  to  their  own  camp,  and  they  camp 
even  thither. 

74  And  there  fell  of  the  aliens  in  that  day  three  thou- 
sand men  :  and  Jonathan  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Jonathu.*  rcnetcs  his  league  with  the  Romans  and  Lacedemonians.  The  fort** 
of  Demetrius  Jlee  aicay  from  him.  Re  is  deceived,  and  made  prisoner  by 
Tryphon, 

AND  *  Jonathan  saw  that  the  time  served  him,  and  lie 
chose  certain  men,  and  sent  them  to  Rome,  to  con 
firm  and  to  renew  the  amity  with  them : 

2  And  he  sent  letters  to  the  Spartans,  and  to  other 
places,  according  to  the  same  form. 

3  And  they  went  to  Rome,  and  entered  into  the  senate 
house,  and  said  :  Jonathan,  the  high  priest,  and  the  nation 
of  the  Jews,  have  sent  us  to  renew  the  amity,  and  alliance, 

as  it  was  before. 

4  And  they  gave  them  letters  to  their  governors  in 
every  place,  to  conduct  them  into  the  land  of  Juda  with 
peace. 

5  And  this  is  a  copy  of  the  letters  which  Jonathan 

wrote  to  the  Spartans  : 

6  Jonathan,  the  high  priest,  and  the  ancients  of  the 

»  A.  M.  SSfiO. 


Ver.  64.    Diadem,  A.  3860.  C. 

Ver.  50.    Elephants.    Lit.  "  beasts  f  Bijpta.  H. 

Ver.  57.  Four.  The  three  specified,  (ver.  34,)  and  probably  Ptolemai*. 
Chap.  X.  *59. 

Ver.  58.  In  gold.  Kings  alone  had  or  granted  this  privilege,  (C.)  as  well  as 
to  wear  purple  or  a  chain  of  gold,  (W.)  or  buckle.  Chap.  xi.  8!).  H. 

Ver.  59.    Tyre.    Eupator  had  given  only  as  tar  as  Ptolemais.  2  Mac.  xili.  24. 

Ver.  GO.  River  Jordan.  He  was  then  joined  by  the  Syrian  forces,  and  estab- 
lished the  power  of  A.itiochus  as  far  as  Damascus.  Then  he  proceeded  by  the  §e» 
•hore,  and  took  Gaza.  C- 

Vbr.  flf*.  Treachtrously  is  rot  specified  in  Greek. — Cades,  a  string  city  in 
Galilee 


Ver.  67.    Asor,  near  lake  Semechon.  Joa.  xi.  1. 

Ver.  70.    Army.    Gr.  14 captains  of  the  army  of  the  forces."  H. — Only  fh« 
two  captains  remained ;  but  there  were  some  soldiers. 

Ver.  72.    Fought.    Gr.  "  fled."  M. — Three  thousand.    Joaephus  says  tw 

thousand  were  slain.  Ant.  xiii.  I).  C. 

CHAP.  XII.  Vbr.  1.  Served,  Syria  being  so  much  dmded.  nence  Jonathan 
sent  to  the  two  most  famous  republics  in  the  world,  and  probably  to  the  Jews  be- 
yond the  Euphrates,  to  the  xs'abutheans,  &c.  Ver.  2.  C. 

Ver.  6.  People.  The  Jewish  state  then  greatly  resembled  those  of  Rome  and 
of  Spana.  The  high  priest  and  senate  ruled,  yet  not  without  the  participation  ot 
the  people. — Brethren,  proceeding  from  the  same  stock.  This  was  the  received 
opinion  in  both  countries,  though  without  foundation,  that  we  can  discover.  C.  DL* 
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Chap.  XII 


nation,  and  the  priests,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the 
Jews,  to  the  Spartans,  their  brethren,  greeting. 

7  There  were  letters  sent  loner  ago  *to  Onias,  the  high 
priest,  from  Arius,  who  reigned  then  among  you,  to  signify 
that  you  are  our  brethren,  as  the  copy  here  underwritten 
dnt\  specify. 

8  And  Onias  received  the  ambassador  with  honour : 
and  received  the  letters,  wherein  there  was  mention  made 
of  the  alliance,  and  amity. 

9  We,  though  we  needed  none  of  these  things,  having 
for  our  comfort  the  holy  books  that  are  in  our  hands, 

10  Chose  rather  to  send  to  you  to  renew  the  brother- 
hood and  friendship,  lest  we  should  become  strangers  to 
you  altogether:  for  there  is  a  long  time  passed  since  you 
sent  to  us. 

11  We,  therefore,  at  all  times  without  ceasing,  both  in 
our  festivals,  and  other  days  wherein  it  is  convenient,  re- 
member youin  thesacrifices  that  we  offer, and  inourobserv- 
ances,  as  it  is  meet,  and  becoming  to  remember  brethren. 

12  And  we  rejoice  at  your  glory. 

13  But  we  have  had  many  troubles  and  wars  "on  every 
side  ;  and  the  kings  that  are  round  about  us,  have  fought 
against  us. 

14  But  we  would  not  be  troublesome  to  you,  nor  to 
the  rest  of  our  allies  and  friends,  in  these  wars. 

15  For  we  have  had  help  from  heaven,  and  we  have 
been  delivered,  and  our  enemies  are  humbled. 

16  We  have  chosen,  therefore,  Numenius,  the  son  of 
Antiochus,  and  Antipater,  the  son  of  Jason,  and  have  se^.t 
(hem  to  the  Romans,  to  renew  with  them  the  former  amity 
und  alliance. 

17  And  we  have  commanded  them  to  go  also  to  you, 
and  salute  you,  and  to  deliver  you  our  letters,  concerning 
the  renewing  of  our  brotherhood.  ° 

18  And  now  you  shall  do  well  to  give  us  an  answer 
hereto.  *• 

19  And  this  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  which  he  had  sent 
to  Onias ; 

20  Arius,  king  of  the  Spartans,  to  Onias,  the  high 
priest,  greeting. 

21  It  is  found  in  writing  concerning  the  Spartans,  and 
the  Jews,  that  they  are  brethren,  and  that  they  are  of  the 
stock  of  Abraham. 

22  And  now  since  this  is  come  to  our  knowledge,  you 
do  well  to  write  to  us  of  your  prosperity. 

23  And  we  also  have  written  back  to  you,  That  our 
cattle,  and  our  possessions,  are  yours  :  and  yours,  ours. 
We,  therefore,  have  commanded  that  these  things  should 
be  told  you. 

■  A.  If.  3817,  A.  C.  187.— t.  A.  M.  3860. 


VfiB   7.    Onias  the  third,  botween  the  rears  3805  and  3829. 
Vbb.  9.    Things;  tho  letters  of  Arius,  us  the  sacred  books  testified  the  same. 
Or  Joi  Grot. 

Vbr.  11.  Observances.  Gr.  Syr.  "supplications."  The  Vule.  had  probably 
%t  first,  obsccrutionibus.  Chap.  vi:.  33. 

Vbr.  19.  Letter.  Arius  wrote  before  Onias.  though  the  letter  be  placed  later. 
W.— Josephus  gives  it  rather  in  different  words.  The  answer  to  Jonathan  was 
sent  to  Simon.  A.  S8B1.  Chap.  xiv.  '2-2.  C. 

Vbr.  21.  Spartans.  They  luid  probably  some  old  genealogies.  Jos.  xii.  5,  and 
riii.9.  W.— Yet  they  might  not  be  true.  There' is  nothing  certain.  Rep.  Heb.i.  2.  M. 

Vbr.  23.    Back.    It  would  hence  appear  that  the  Jews  wrote  first,  which  does 
act  seem  to  be  th«  case  from  Josephus.  ice  C, 
S54 


24  Now  Jonathan  heard  that  the  generals  of  Demetrius 
were  come  again  with  a  greater  army  than  before  to  figln 
against  him. 

25  So  he  went  out  from  Jerusalem,  and  met  them  ifl 
the  land  of  Amath  :  for  he  gave  them  no  time  to  enter 
into  his  country. 

26  And  he  sent  spies  into  their  camp,  and  they  came 
back,  and  brought  him  word  that  they  designed  to  cotnc 
upon  them  in  the  night. 

^  27  And  when  the  sun  was  set,  Jonathan  commanded 
his  men  to  watch,  and  to  be  in  arms  all  night  long  ready 
to  fight,  and  he  set  centinels  round  about  the  camp. 

28  And  the  enemies  heard  that  Jonathan  and  his  men 
were  ready  for  battle  :  and  they  were  struck  with  fear  and 
dread  in  their  heart:  and  they  kindled  fires  in  their  cam]) 

29  But  Jonathan,  and  they  that  were  with  him,  knew 
it  not  till  the  morning :  for  they  saw  the  lights  burning. 

30  And  Jonathan  pursued  after  them,  but  overlook 
them  not ;  for  they  had  passed  the  river  Eleutherus. 

31  And  Jonathan  turned  upon  the  Arabians,  that  ar* 
called  Zabadeans  :  and  he  defeated  them,  and  took  the 
spoils  of  them. 

32  And  he  went  forward,  and  came  to  Damascus,  and 
passed  through  all  that  country. 

33  Simon  also  went  forth,  and  came  as  for  as  Ascaion, 
and  the  neighbouring  fortresses,  and  he  turned  aside  to 
Joppe,  and  took  possession  of  it, 

34  (For  he  heard  that  they  designed  to  deliver  the 
hold  to  them  that  took  part  with  Demetrius,)  and  he  put  a 
garrison  there  to  keep  it. 

35  bAnd  Jonathan  came  back,  and  called  together  the 
ancients  of  the  people  ;  and  he  took  a  resolution  with  thorn 
to  build  fortresses  in  Judea, 

36  And  to  build  up  walls  in  Jerusalem,  and  raise  a 
mount  between  the  castle  and  the  city,  to  separate  it  from 
the  city,  that  so  it  might  have  no  communication,  and  thai 
they  might  neither  buy  nor  sell. 

37  And  they  came  together  to  build  up  the  city  :  fur 
the  wall  that  was  upon  he  brook,  towards  tho  east,  was 
broken  down,  and  he  repaired  that  which  is  called  Ca- 
phetetha  : 

38  And  Simon  built  Adiada,  in  Sephela,  and  fortified 
it,  and  set  up  gates  and  bars. 

39  'Now  when  Tryphon  had  conceived  a  design  u 
make  himself  king  of  Asia,  and  to  take  the  crown,  and  to 
stretch  out  his  hand  against  king  Antiochus  : 

40  Fearing  lest  Jonathan  would  not  suffer  him,  but 
would  fight  against  him :  he  sought  to  seize  upon  him. 
and  to  kill  him.    So  he  rose  up  and  came  to  Bethsan. 


*  A.  M.  3551. 


Vbr.  24.  Demetrius.  He  resided  at  Laodicea,  feasting,  (Diod.,)  while  hir 
general!  attempted  to  detach  Jonathas  from  Antiochus,  but  without  succee*.  Thai 
fled  at  his  approach  beyond  the  river  Eleutherus,  from  winch  Laodicea  was  nor 
remote.  C. 

Vbr.  29.    Burning.    They  had  been  left  to  conceal  tho  flight.  M. 

Ver.  81.  Zabadeans.  No  nation  of  this  name  is  known  ;  whence  most  peo- 
ple read  "  N'abatheans,"  after  Josephus.  They  had  been  allies  of  the  Jews,  but 
perhaps  took  part  with  Demetrius.  C. 

Ver.  33.  Of  it,  as  it  was  designing;  to  revolt.  Jonathaa  had  possession  bofivt 
Chap.  x.  73.  M. 

Ver.  58.  Adiada,  or  Addas,  (chap.  uii.  13.)  In  tho  plain  west  *f  the  nx>u;im;=< 
of  Juda.  C. 
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41  And  Jonathan  went  out  to  meet  him  with  forty 
thousand  men  chosen  for  battle,  and  came  to  Bethsan. 

42  Now  when  Tryphon  saw  that  Jonathan  came  with 
a  great  army,  he  durst  not  stretch  forth  his  hand  against 
him. 

43 '  But  received  him  with  honour,  and  commended 
him  to  all  his  friends,  and  gave  him  presents  :  and  he 
commanded  his  troops  to  obey  him,  as  himself. 

44  And  he  said  to  Jonathan :  Why  hast  thou  troubled 
all  the  people,  whereas  we  have  no  war  ? 

45  Now,  therefore,  send  them  back  to  their  own  houses  : 
and  choose  thee  a  few  men  that  may  be  with  thee,  and 
come  with  me  to  Ptolemais,  and  I  will  deliver  it  to  thee, 
and  the  rest  of  the  strong  holds,  and  the  army,  and  all 
that  have  any  charge,  and  I  will  return  and  go  away  :  for 
this  is  the  cause  of  my  coming. 

46  And  Jonathan  believed  him,  and  did  as  he  said  : 
and  sent  away  his  army,  and  they  departed  into  the  land 
ofJuda: 

47  But  he  kept  with  him  three  thousand  men  :  of 
whom  he  sent  two  thousand  into  Galilee,  and  one  thou- 
sand went  with  him. 

48  Now  as  soon  as  Jonathan  entered  into  Ptolemais, 
they  of  Ptolemais  shut  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  took 
him  :  and  all  them  that  came  in  with  him  they  slew  with 
the  sword. 

49  Then  Tryphon  sent  an  array  and  horsemen  into 
Galilee,  and  into  the  great  plain,  to  destroy  all  Jonathan's 
company. 

50  But  they,  when  they  understood  that  Jonatnan,  and 
all  that  were  with  him,  were  taken  and  slain,  encouraged 
one  another,  and  went  out  ready  for  battle. 

51  Then  they  that  had  come  after  them,  seeing  that 
they  stood  for  their  lives,  returned  back. 

52  Whereupon  they  all  came  peaceably  into  the  land 
of  Juda.  And  they  bewailed  Jonathan,  and  them  that 
had  been  with  him,  exceedingly :  and  Israel  mourned 


wun  great  lamentation. 

53  Then  all  the  heathen?  that  were  round  about  them, 
sought  to  destroy  them.    For  they  said  : 

54  They  have  no  prince,  nor  any  to  help  them :  now, 
therefore,  let  us  make  war  upon  them,  and  take  away  the 
memory  of  them  from  amongst  men. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

Simon  is  made  captain  general  in  the  room  of  his  brother.  Jonathan  is  slain 
by  Tryphon.  Simon  is  favoured  by  Detnetrius :  he  taketh  Qaza,  and  the 
caslte  of  Jerusalem. 

NOW  Simon  heard  that  Tryphon  was  gathering  to- 
gether a  very  great  army,  to  invade  the  land  of 
Juda,  and  to  destroy  it. 

2  And  seeing  that  the  people  was  in  dread,  and  in  fear, 
he  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  assembled  the  people : 

3  And  exhorted  them,  saying :  You  know  what  great 
battles  I  and  my  brethren,  and  the  house  of  my  father, 

Ver.  40.  Jicthsan.  or  Scythopolis,  below  the  lake  of  Genesareth.  Tryphon 
was  not  contest  with  governing  under  the  younjf  Antiochus.  lie  was  afraid  lest 
Jonathan  should  oppoM  his  measures,  (C.J  knowing  that  he  was  a  man  of  probity, 
to  whom  the  king  had  shown  favour. 

'Ver.  50.    Slain,    So  it  was  reported,  though  falsely.  C. 

CHAP.  XIII.  Ver.  1.  Simon,  the  fourth  hieh  priest  and  prlncaof  this  family, 
tqo  was  junginl  by  Itis  lather  to  be  the  most  prudent.  Chap.  ii.  65. 


have  fought  for  the  laws,  and  the  sanctuary,  and  the  dis 
tresses  that  we  have  seen : 

4  By  reason  whereof  all  my  brethren  have  lost  then 
lives  for  Israel's  sake,  and  I  am  left  alone. 

5  And  now  far  be  it  from  me  to  spare  my  life  in  any 
time  of  trouble  :  for  I  am  not  better  than  my  brethren. 

G  1  will  avenge  then  my  nation  and  the  sanctuary,  and 
our  children,  and  wives :  £>r  all  the  heathens  are  gathered 
together  to  destroy  us  out  of  mere  malice. 

tar 

7  And  the  spirit  of  tiie  people  was  enkmdled  as  soon 
as  thev  heard  these  words  : 

8  And  they  answered  with  a  loud  voice,  saying :  Thou 
art  our  leader  in  the  place  of  Judas,  and  Jonathan,  thy 
brother : 

9  Fight  thou  our  battles,  and  we  will  do  whatsoever 
thou  slialt  say  to  us. 

10  So  gathering  together  all  the  men  of  war,  he  made 
haste  to  finish  all  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  he  fortified 
it  round  about. 

1 1  And  he  sent  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Absalom,  and 
with  him  a  new  army,  into  Joppe,  and  he  cast  out  them 
that  were  in  it,  and  himself  remained  there. 

12  And  Tryphon  removed  from  Ptolemais  with  a  great 
army,  to  invade  the  land  of  Juda,  and  Jonathan  was  with 
him  in  custody. 

13  But  Simon  pitched  in  Addus,  over  against  the 
plain. 

14  And  when  Tryphon  understood  that  Simon  was 
risen  up  in  the  place  of  his  brother,  Jonathan,  and  that  he 
meant  to  join  battle  with  him,  he  sent  messengers  to  him. 

15  Saying:  We  have  detained  thy  brother,  Jonathan, 
for  the  money  that  he  owed  in  the  kings  account,  by 
reason  of  the  affairs  which  he  had  the  management  of. 

16  But  now  send  a  hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  his 
two  sons  for  hostages,  that  when  he  is  set  at  liberty  he 
may  not  revolt  from  us,  and  we  will  release  him. 

17  Now  Simon  knew  that  he  spoke  deceitfully  to  him  ; 
nevertheless,  he  ordered  the  money  and  the  children  to  be 
sent,  lest  he  should  bring  upon  himself  a  great  hatred  of 
the  people  of  Israel,  who  might  have  said : 

18  Because  he  sent  not  the  money  and  the  children, 
therefore  is  he  lost. 

19  So  he  sent  the  children  and  the  hundred  talents 
and  he  lied,  and  did  not  let  Jonathan  go. 

20  And  after  this,  Tryphon  entered  within  the  country, 
to  destroy  it :  and  they  went  about  by  the  way  that  lead 
eth  to  Ador :  and  Simon  and  his  army  marched  to  every 
place  whithersoever  they  went. 

2 1  And  they  that  were  in  the  castle,  sent  messengers  to 
Tryphon,  that  h6  should  make  haste  to  come  through  the 
desert,  and  send  them  victuals. 

22  And  Tryphon  made  ready  all  his  horsemen  to  come 
that  night;  but  there  fell  a  very  great  snow,  and  he  came 
not  into  the  countrv  of  Galaad. 


Ver,  11.  Jonathan,  his  friend,  (Jos.,)  brother  of  Mathathias,  mentioned  cnap 
ad.  70. 

Ver.  13.  Plain  ;  Sephala,  (chap.  xii.  38,)  above  Eleutherop^us,  by  which 
road  Jerusalem  was  most  easily  attacked.  Chap.  vi.  31.  C. 

Ver.  19.  Talents.  If  he  had  refused,  he  might  have  been  suspected  o* 
avarice  or  of  ambition.  M. 

Vek.  *2*2.    But.    Gr.  "  and  that  vprv  night  there  'ras  very  much  acfm;  ani 
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23  And  when  he  approached  to  Bascama,  he  slew 
Jonathan  and  his  sons  there. 

24  And  Tryphon  returned,  and  went  into  his  own 
country.   '         . •.■-,!..  -V  ■  V; 

25  And  Simon  sent,  and  took  the  bones  of  Jonathan, 
his  brother,  and  buried  them  in  Modin.  the  city  of  his 
fathers. 

26  And  all  Israel  bewailed  him  with  great  lamentation  : 
and  they  mourned  for  him  many  days. 

27  And  Simon  built  over  the  sepulchre  of  his  father 
and  of  his  brethren,  a  building  lofty  to  the  sight,  of 
polished  stone,  behind  and  before: 

28  And  he  »et  up  seven  pyramids,  one  against  another, 
for  his  father,  and  his  mother,  and  his  four  brethren : 

29  And  round  about  these  he  set  great  pillars;  and 
Spoil  the  pillars,  arms,  for  a  perpetual  memory;  and  by 
the  arms,  ships  carved,  which  might  be  seen  by  all  that 
mailed  on  the  sea. 

30  This  is  the  sepulchre  that  he  made  in  Modin,  even 
unto  this  day. 

31  But  iryphon,  when  he  was  upon  a  journey  with 
the  young  king,  Antiochus,  treacherously  slew  him. 

32  And  he  reigned  in  his  place,  and  put  on  the  crown 
of  Asia:  and  brought  great  evils  upon  the  land. 

33  And  Simon  built  up  the  strong  holds  of  Judea, 
fortifying  them  with  high  towers  and  great  walls,  and 
gates  and  bars  :  and  he  stored  up  victuals  in  the  for- 
tresses. 

34  And  Simon  chose  men,  and  -sent  to  king  Deme- 
trius, to  the  end  that  he  should  grant  an  immunity  to  the 
land  ;  for  all  that  Tryphon  did,  was  to  spoil. 

35  And  king  Demetrius,  in  answer  to  this  request, 
wrote  a  letter  in  this  manner : 

36  Kino  Demetrius  to  Simon,  the  high  priest,  and 
friend  of  kings,  and  to  the  ancients,  and  to  the  nation  of 
die  Jews,  greeting: 

37  The  golden  crown,  and  the  palm,  which  you  sent, 
we  have  received  :  and  we  are  ready  to  make  a  firm  peace 
with  you,  and  to  write  to  the  kings  chief  officers  to  re- 
lease you  the  things  that  we  have  released. 

38  For  all  that  we  have  decreed  in  your  favour,  shall 
stand  in  force.  The  strong  holds  that  you  have  built, 
shall  be  your  own. 

39  And  as  for  any  oversight  or  fault  committed  unto 
this  day,  we  forgive  it,  and  the  crown  which  you  owed  : 

•  A.  M.  SS6I,  A.  C.  143. 


<ie  came  not  on  account  of  the  snow;  and  he  rose,  and  went  into  "  Sec.  H.  He 

gftra  this  out ;  or  intended  to  go,  but  went  back  along  the  Jordan. 

Vrr.  26.  Pyramid*.  In  such  the  kings  of  Egypt  were  buried.  Lucan. 
riii.  908. 

Veh.  29.  Arms,  to  denote  their  victories  or  solicitude  for  the  people's  welfare 
ooth  bv  sea  and  land.  The  Machubecs  had  repaired  the  port  of  Joppo,  by  which 
they  traded  with  the  Mediterranean.  Chap.  x.  75,  and  xiv.  5.  Trophies  of  arms, 
in  reality  or  in_sculpturc,  were  commonly  placed  on  the  tombs  of  great  geuerals! 
F.zec.  xxxfi.  27.  Virg.  O. — Simon  promoted  not  vain  but  true  glory,  exciting 
others  lo  imitate  the  virtuous.  W. — The  humble  desire  honour  in  God ;  proud 
men  will  be  honoured  more  than  God.  S.  Aug.  c.  Secund.  17. 

Vek.  32.  Crown.  The  soldiers  declared  for  him,  in  hopes  of  great  reward* 
which  he  had  promised.  He  assumed  the  name  of  Tryphon, 11  wearing  a  helmet," 
or  "addicted  to  pleasure."  Mis  medals  have-  always  a  helmet;  and  the  tyrant 
•tries  himself,  (C.)  "king  Tryphon,  the  autocrat,"  (!!.)  or  generalissimo. 

Ver.  34.  Demetrius,  who  still  possessed  a  great  part  of  Syria.  Jonathan  ad- 
hered to  hi3  competitor.  Rut  Simon  preferred  him  before  Tryphon,  on  condition 
that  he  granted  the  immunities  which  Soter  had  promised.  Chap.  x.  29. 

Van.  37.    Palm ;  bahem%  "  the  precious  chain."  W.— Gr.  &atvnv,  which 


and  if  any  other  thing  were  taxed  in  Jerusalem,  now  let  it 
not  be  taxed. 

40  And  if  any  of  you  be  fit  to  be  enrolled  among  ours, 
let  them  be  enrolled,  and  let  there  be  peace  between  us. 

41  4  In  the  year  one  hundred  and  seventy  the  yoke  of 
the  Gentiles  was  taken  off  from  Israel. 

42  And  the  people  of  Israel  began  to  write  in  the  instru 
ments,  and  public  records,  The  first  year  under  Simon, 
the  high  priest,  the  great  captain,  and  prince  of  the  Jews' 

43  In  those  days  Simon  besieged  Gaza,  and  camped 
round  about  it,  and  he  made  engines,  and  set  them  to  the 
city,  and  lie  struck  one  tower,  and  took  it. 

44  And  they  that  were  within  the  engine  leapt  into  the 
city :  and  there  was  a  great  uproar  in  the  city. 

45  And  they  that  were  in  the  city  went  up,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  upon  the  wall,  with  their  garment* 
rent,  and  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  beseeching  Simon 
to  grant  them  peace. 

46  And  they  said :  Deal  not  with  us  according  to  our 
evil  deed?,  but  according  to  thy  mercy.  ° 

47  And  Simon  being  moved,  did  not  destroy  them  : 
but  yet  he  cast  them  out  of  the  city,  and  cleansed  the 
houses  wherein  there  had  been  idols,  and  then  he  entered 
into  it  with  hymns,  blessing  the  Lord : 

48  And  having  cast  out  of  it  all  uncleanness,  he  placed 
in  it  men  that  should  observe  the  law :  and  he  fortified  it 
and  made  it  his  habitation. 

49  But  they  that  were  in  the  castle  of  Jerusalem  were 
hindered  from  going  out  and  coming  into  the  country, 
and  from  buying  and  selling:  and  they  were  straitened 
with  hunger,  and  many  of  them  perished  through  famine. 

50  And  they  cried  to  Simon  for  peace,  and  he  granted 
it  to  them:  and  he  cast  them  out  from  thence,  and 
cleansed  the  castle  from  uncleannesses. 

51  "And  they  entered  into  it  the  throe  and  twentieth 
day  of  the  second  month,  in  the  year  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  with  thanksgiving,  and  branches  of  calm- 
trees,  and  harps,  and  cymbals,  and  psalteries,  and  hymns, 
and  canticles,  because  the  great  enemy  was  destroyed  out 
of  Israel.  1 

52  And  he  ordained  that  these  days  should  be  kept 
every  year  with  gladness. 

53  And  he  fortified  the  mountain  of  the  temple  that 
was  near  the  castle,  and  he  dwelt  there  himself,  and  they 
that  were  with  him. 

*  A.  IC,  K62,  A.  C.  142. 


Orptiu*  thinks  is  derirod  from  baU  a  palm  branch.  C.  John  xii.  13.— It  was  pro- 
bably of  gvld,  (31.)  like  that  oflered  by  Alcimus.  2  Mac.  xiv.  4. 

\  BR.  3d.  Force.  He  grunts  all  Simon's  requests,  which  ha  had  offered  to  dc 
U  the  beginning  ..f  his  reign.  Chap.  xL  37. 

Ver.  41.  Isrtul  A.  USfil,  B.  C.  153.  C.-Thus,  after  a  bard  struggle,  th. 
independence  of  the  Jews  was  acknowledged.  H. 

Vsr.  43.  Gaza  It  had  revolted.  Chap.  xi.  61. -Engines.  Gr.  <WXm, 
denoting  engine*  of  a  great  size,  inveuted  by  Demetrius  at  the  sie»e  of  Ilhodes 
who  wasi |  tb,..c?  .tyled  "the  city-taker."  C.-Its  top  was  covered  with  mortar! 
(Marcellm.  inti.  9,>  and  the  sides  with  raw  hides  and  iron  bars,  so  that  fire  oi 
•tone*  made  no  impression  upon  it,  while  people  within  moved  it  to  butter  thi 
wails  by  "leans  of  wheels.  When  a  breach  was  made,  they  jumped  into  the  city. 
Ver.  44.   see  Vitruv.  x.  22.  * 

V?i'  A1'.rIl!°lV  of  *  dome8tip  kiQd.  The  city  had  been  assignee  Jo  Jada,  and 
must  be  purified.  Jos.  xv.  47  ;  Deut.  vH.  25.  C. 

\  br.  50.    Castle.    It  had  been  occupied  by  the  Syrians,  from  A.  383fi  to  3861 
6--    -O^i";  Jhe  "c^vc,  or  the  23rd  of  the  second  month,  annually.  H 
— Tin*  was  like  one  of  the  days  appointed.  Chap.  x.  34.    The  fostiv*!  was  oh 
sirred  perhaps  only  during  hii  reign. 


Chap.  XIV. 


I.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  XIV. 


54  And  Simon  saw  that  John,  his  son,  was  a  valiant 
man  for  war :  and  he  made  him  captain  of  all  the  forces : 
and  he  dwelt  ir  Gazara. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Demetrius  is  taken  by  the  king  of  Persia.    Judea  flourishes  under  the 

government  of  Simon. 

IN*  the  year  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  king  Deme- 
trius assembled  his  army,  and  went  into  Media  to  get 
him  succours  to  fight  against  Tryphon. 

2  And  Arsaces.  the  king  of  Persia  and  Media,  heard 
tl  at  Demetrius  was  entered  within  his  borders,  and  he 
•sent  one  of  his  princes  to  take  him  alive,  and  bring  him 
to  him. 

3  And  he  went,  and  defeated  the  army  of  Demetrius : 
and  took  him,  and  brought  him  to  Arsaces,  and  he  put 
him  into  custody. 

4  And  all  the  land  of  Juda  was  at  rest  all  the  days  of 
Simon,  and  he  sought  the  good  of  his  nation :  and  his 
power  and  his  glory  pleased  them  well  all  kis  days. 

5  And  with  all  his  glory  he  took  Joppe  for  a  haven, 
and  made  an  entrance  to  the  isles  of  the  sea. 

6  And  he  enlarged  the  bounds  of  his  nation,  and  made 
himself  master  of  the  country. 

7  And  he  gathered  together  a  great  number  of  cap- 
tives, and  had  the  dominion  of  Gazara,  and  of  Bethsura, 
and  of  the  castle :  and  took  awav  all  uncleanness  out  of 
it,  and  there  was  none  that  resisted  him. 

8  And  every  man  tilled  his  land  with  peace :  and  the 
land  of  Juda  yielded  her  increase,  and  the  trees  of  the 
fields  their  fruit. 

9  The  ancient  men  sat  all  in  the  streets,  and  treated  to 
gether  of  the  good  things  of  the  land,  and  the  young  men 
put  on  them  glory,  and  the  robes  of  war. 

10  And  he  provided  victuals  for  the  cities,  and  he  ap- 
pointed that  they  should  be  furnished  with  ammunition, 
so  that  the  fame  of  his  glory  was  renowned  even  to  the 
end  of  the  earth. 

1 1  He  made  peace  in  the  land,  and  Israel  rejoiced  with 
great  joy. 

12  And  every  man  sat  under  his  vine,  and  under  his 
fig-tree :  and  there  was  none  to  make  them  afraid. 

13  There  was  none  left  in  the  land  to  fight  against 
them  :  kings  were  discomfited  in  those  days. 

14  And  he  strengthened  all  those  of  his  people  that 
were  brought  low,  and  he  sought  the  law,  and  took  away 
every  unjust  and  wicked  man. 

15  He  glorified  the  sanctuary,  and  multiplied  the  ves- 
sels of  the  holy  places. 

»  A.  M.  38C3,  A.  C.  Ml. 

Ver.  53.    Fortified.    This  work  employed  them  six  years.  Jos. 
Ver.  64.    John.    Hyrcan,  who  defended  the  country,  (chap.  xvi.  W.)  and 
succeeded  Simon. 

CHAP.  XIV.  Ver.  1.  Two.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  why  Josephus  and 
Grotius  place  this  expedition  before  the  death  of  young  Antiochus.  Chap.  xiii.  31, 
41.  Demetrius  was  become  contemptible,  and  had  a  mind  to  regain  his  reputation 
oy  attacking  the  Parthian»,  who  had  taken  many  provinces  under  the  prudent  con- 
duct of  Mithridatps.  The  Greeks  were  impatient  of  this  yoke.  Many  flocked  to 
Demetrius,  and  he  gained  several  victories;  but  after  two  years,  was  perfidiously 
taken  by  a  general  of  the  Parthiuns  while  treating  of  peace.  M  itbn'dates  took  him 
<or  a  warning  through  tiie  places  which  seemed  favourable  to  him ;  but  afterwards 
he  sent  him  into  Ilyrcania,  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  with  the  badges  of 
royalty,  and  promises  of  restoring  him  to  his  kingdom. 

Ver.  2  Aftaces.  This  was  the  common  title  of  the  Parthian  kings,  after  the 
'oamlur  of  that  j«owernil  monarchy.  Just.  4J 


1 6  And  it  was  heard  at  Rome,  and  as  far  as  Sparta, 
that  Jonathan  was  dead :  and  they  were  very  sorry. 

17  But  when  they  heard  that  Simon,  his  brother,  was 
made  high  priest  in  his  place,  and  was  possessed  of  all  the 
country,  and  the  cities  therein : 

18  They  wrote  to  him  in  tables  of  brass,  to  renew  the 
friendship  and  alliance  which  they  had  made  with  Judas 
and  with  Jonathan,  his  brethren. 

19  And  they  were  read  before  the  assembly  in  Jerusa- 
lem. And  this  is  the  copy  of  the  letters  that  the  Spartans 
sent. 

20  The  Princes,  and  the  cities  of  the  Spartans,  to 
Simon,  the  high  priest,  and  to  the  ancients,  and  the  priests, 
and  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  Jews,  their  brethren, 

greeting. 

21  The  ambassadors  that  were  sent  to  our  people,  have 
told  us  of  your  glory,  and  honour,  and  joy :  and  we  re- 
joiced at  their  coming. 

22  And  we  registered  what  was  said  by  them  in  the 
councils  of  the  people,  in  this  manner:  Numenius,  the 
son  of  Antiochus,  and  Antipater,  the  son  of  Jason,  ambas- 
sadors of  the  Jews,  came  to  us  to  renew  the  former  friend- 
ship with  us. 

23  And  it  pleased  the  people  to  receive  the  men 
honourably,  and  to  put  a  copy  of  their  words  in  the  pub- 
lic records,  to  be  a  memorial  to  the  people  of  the  Spar 
tans.    And  we  have  written  a  copy  of  them  to  Simon, 
the  high  priest. 

24  And  after  this  Simon  sent  Numenius  to  Rome,  with 
a  great  shield  of  gold,  of  the  weight  of  a  thousand  pounds, 
to  confirm  the  league  with  them.  And  when  the  people 
of  Rome  had  heard 

25  These  words,  they  said  :  What  thanks  shall  we  give 
to  Simon,  and  his  sons : 

26  For  he  hath  restored  his  brethren,  and  hath  driven 
away  in  fight  the  enemies  of  Israel  from  them :  and  they 
decreed  him  liberty,  and  registered  it  in  tables  of  brass, 
and  spt  it  upon  pillars  in  Mount  Sion. 

27  And  this  is  a  copy  of  the  writing.  The  eighteenth 
day  of  the  month  Elul,  in  the  year"  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two,  being  the  third  year  under  Simon,  the  high 
priest,  at  Asaramel, 

28  In  a  great  assembly  of  the  priests,  and  of  the  people, 
and  the  princes  of  the  nation,  and  the  ancients  of  the 
country,  these  things  were  notified :  Forasmuch  as  there 
have  often  been  wars  in  our  country, 

29  And  Simon,  the  son  of  Mathathias,  of  the  children 
of  Jarib,  and  his  brethren,  have  put  themselves  in  danger, 

*  A.  lft  3803,  141. 

Ver.  5.  Sea9  or  to  all  places  to  which  they  went  by  water.  The  port  wu 
however  very  indifferent 

Ver.  7.    Captives^  taken  from  the  enemy  (C.)  ;  or  he  liberated  many  Jews.  W 
— Gazara,  or  Gadara.  C. 

Ver,  9,    Land.    The  judges  (  II.)  strove  to  promote  peace. 

Ver.  10.  Ammunition:  provisions  and  engines  of  war,  C- — Earth:  Jdd» 
and  the  environs.  H. 

Ver.  20.  Phincks.  Cloomenes,  the  last  king,  died  in  Egypt,  A-  3784,  and 
the  tyrant  Xabis  perished  long  before  this  time.  Gror. 

Ver-  23.    Public.    Lit.  "in  the  distinct  books  of  the  people."    Gr.  uopeo 
for  inspection aTrQCtfitiyfitvotc*  H- 

Ver.  24.  Of  Home  is  not  in  Gr.  or  Syr.,  and  it  is  allowed  that  the  sequel 
seems  rather  to  express  the  gratitude  of  the  Jews  to  Simon.  C— When  peace  wa* 
cstabbshed,  and  friendship  with  the  Romans  and  Lacedemonans  rcbewed,  (it* 
whole  nation*  in  irratitude  !o  Simon,  who  now  remained  alone  if  ill  the  so^i  ol 
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Chap.  XIV. 


1.  MACHAHEES. 


Chap.  XV. 


and  resisted  the  enemies  of  their  nation,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  holy  places,  and  the  law :  and  have  raised 
their  nation  to  great  glory. 

30  And  Jonathan  gathered  together  his  nation,  and  was 
.made  their  high  priest,  and  he  was  laid  to  his  people. 

3 1  And  their  enemies  desired  to  tread  down  and  destroy 
their  country,  and  to  stretch  forth  their  hands  against  their 
holy  places. 

32  Then  Simon  resisted  and  fought  for  his  nation,  and 
laid  out  much  of  his  money,  and  armed  the  valiant  men 
of  his  nation,  and  gave  them  wages. 

33  And  he  fortified  the  cities  of  Judea  and  Bethsura, 
that  lieth  in  the  borders  of  Judea,  where  the  armour  of 
the  enemies  was  before :  and  he  placed  there  a  garrison 

-of  Jews.  v"  • 

34  And  he  fortified  Joppe,  which  lieth  by  the  sea :  and 
Gazara,  which  bordereth  upon  Azotus,  wherein  the  enemies 
dwelt  before,  and  he  placed  Jews  here  :  and  furnished 
them  with  all  things  convenient  for  their  reparation. 

35  And  tiw  people  seeing  the  acts  of  Simon,  and  to 
what  glory  he  meant  to  bring  his  nation,  made  him  their 
prince  and  high  priest,  because  he  had  done  all  these 
things,  and  for  the  justice  and  faith  which  he  kept  to  his 
nation,  and  for  that  he  sought  by  all  means  to  advance  his 
people.  '>-". 

36  And  in  his  days  things  prospered  in  his  hands,  so 
that  the  heathens  were  taken  away  out  of  their  country, 
and  they  also  that  were  in  the  city  of  David,  i>  Jerusalem, 
in  the  castle,  out  of  which  they  issued  forth,  and  profaned 
all  places  round  about  the  sanctuary,  and  did  much  evil 
to  its  purity. 

37  And  lie  placed  therein  Jews  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  city,  and  he  raised  up  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem. 

38  And  king  Demetrius  confirmed  him  in  the  high 
priesthood. 

39  According  to  these  things  he  made  him  his  friend, 
and  glorified  him  with  great  glory. 

40  For  he  had  heard  that  the  Romans  had  called  the 
Jews  their  friends,  and  confederates,  and  brethren,  and 
that  they  had  received  Simon's  ambassadors  with  honour: 

41  And  that  the  Jews,  and  their  priests,  had  consented 
that  he  should  be  their  prince  and  high  priest  for  ever, 
till  there  should  arise  a  faithful  prophet : 

42  And  that  he  should  be  chief  over  them,  and  that  he 
should  have  the.  charge  of  the  sanctuary,  and  that  he 
should  appoint  rulers  over  their  works,  and  over  the 
country,  and  over  the  armour,  and  over  the  strong  holds; 

43  And  that  he  should  have  care  of  the  holy  places; 
and  that  he  should  be  obeyed  by  all,  and  that  all  the 

Mathathius,  confirm  him  in  the  office  of  high  priest  for  ever,  or  during  hi*  life; 
And  decree  thut  his  progeny  ."hall  enjoy  the  same.  Vor.  41,  49.  W. 
Vek.  "J 7.    Mlulj  the  last  of  the  civil  year,  A.  3803. 

Vkr.  34.  Gazara,  or  Gadara.  Chap.  xiii.  51.— Reparation.  Lit.  "  correc- 
tion." H. — But  correctionern  would  agree  better  with  the  Gr.  than  correp- 
tionem. 

Ver.  3D.  Things,  Gr.  joins  this  with  the  preceding  verse.  Some  copies  have, 
"  all  tilings."    He  confirmed  him  in  all  his  rights. 

,  Vkr.  41.  Prophet,  This  limitation  was  proper,  as  the  poople  had  chosen  this 
'family.  The  Jews  expected  the  faithful  prophet  shortly.  Chap.  iv.  40;  Hal.  iii.  1 ; 
Agg.  ii.  7.  God  was  pleased  that  none  should  appear  for  some  time  before  that 
■vent.  C. — The  sceptre  seemed  to  belong  to  Juda.  Yet  they  oonsent  to  be  governed 
1*  Lavitet,  till  Gnd  signify  hi*  will  bv  uome  prophet.  M. — ifcis.  consent  of  the  na- 


writings  in  the  country  should  be  made  in  his  name ;  and 
that  he  should  be  clothed  with  purple  and  gold  : 

44  And  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  of  the  priests,  to  disannul  any  of  these  things,  or  tc 
gainsay  his  words,  or  to  call  together  an  assembly  in  tht 
country  without  him  :  or  to  be  clothed  with  purple,  or  tA 
wear  a  buckle  of  gold. 

45  And  whosoever  shall  do  otherwise,  or  shall  make 
void  any  of  these  things,  shall  be  punished. 

46  And  it  pleased  all  the  people  to  establish  Simon, 
and  to  do  according  to  these  words. 

47  And  Simon  accepted  thereof,  and  was  well  pleased 
to  execute  the  office  of  the  high  priesthood,  and  to  be 
captain,  and  prince  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  and  of  the 
priests,  and  to  be  chief  over  all. 

48  And  they  commanded  that  this  writing  should  be 
put  in  tables  of  brass,  and  that  they  should  be  set  up 
within  the  compass  of  the  sanctuary^  in  a  conspicuous 
place : 

49  And  that  a  copy  thereof  should  be  put  in  the  trea 
sury.  that  Simon,  and  his  sons,  may  have  it. 

;  V       CHAP.  XV.       t      V  v'  ■ 

Antiochtts,  the  son  of  Demetrius,  honours  Simon.  The  Romans  rente  t»> 
divert  nations  in  favour  of  tlie  Jews.  Antiochus  quarrels  with  Simon,  and 
tends  troops  to  annoy  him. 

AND  'king  Antiochus,  the  son  of  Demetrius,  sent 
letters  from  the  isles  of  the  sea  to  Simon,  the  priest, 
and  prince  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  and  to  all  the  people  : 

2  And  the  contents  were  these :  King  Antiochus  tc 
Simon,  the  high  priest,  and  to  the  nation  of  the  Jews, 
greeting. 

3  Forasmuch  as  certain  pestilent  men  have  usurped 
the  kingdom  of  our  fathers,  and  my  purpose  is  to  chal- 
lenge the  kingdom,  and  to  restore  it  to  its  former  estate ; 
and  1  have  chosen  a  great  army,  and  have  built  ships  oi 
war. 

4  And  I  design  to  go  through  the  country,  that  1  may 
take  revenge  of  them  that  have  destroyed  our  country,  and  I 
that  have  made  many  cities  desolate  in  my  realn  j 

5  Now,  therefore,  I  confirm  unto  thee  ail  the  oblations  j 
which  all  the  kings  before  me  remitted  to  thee,  and  what 
other  crifts  soever  thev  remitted  to  thee : 

6  And  I  give  thee  leave  to  coin  thy  own  money  in  thy 
country : 

7  And  let  Jerusalem  be  holy  and  free,  and  all  the 
armour  that  hath  been  made,  and  the  fortresses  which 
thou  hast  built,  and  which  thou  keepest  in  thy  hands,  let 
them  remain  to  thee. 

8  And  all  that  is  due  to  the  king,  and  what  should  be 

•  A.  M.  39*4.  A.  C.  144. 


tion,  in  which  Juda  was  most  powerful,  showed  that  the  sceptre  was  not  departed 
from  his  thigh.  H. 

CHAP.  XV.  Ver.  1.  Demetrius.  Soter,  and  brother  of  Xicator,  (C.)  now 
a  captive.  W. — When  the  latter  went  beyond  the  Euphrates,  he  wandered  for  fea: 
of  Tryphon,  till  he  tbund  rest  at  Rhodes,  where  he  heard  of  his  brother's  misfor- 
tune, and  was  invited  by  his  wife  to  marry  her.  Ue  therefore  took  the  title  oi 
liing,  when  he  wrote  to  Simon  from  the  tale  of  Rhodes.  C. — Prince.  Gr. 
"  Ethnarch."'  H. — Josephua  often  uses  this  title  for  an  independent  prince,  beneath 
the  dignity  o/a  king;.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Pestilent ;  disturbers  of  the  peace,  (II.)  like  Alexander,  Autiochu* 
and  Tryphon. 

Ver.  it.    Oblations,  such  as  were  presented  to  the  Lord,  or  ■emittance*. 
Ver.  G.    Money.    Hf  supposed  that  Simon  would  have  his  own  iinatje  on  H 


Chap.  XV 
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Chap.  X*\ 


the  king's  hereafter,  from  this  present  and  for  ever,  is  for- 
given thee. 

9  And  when  we  shall  have  recovered  our  kingdom,  we 
will  glorify  thee,  and  thy  nation,  and  the  temple,  with 
great  glory,  so  that  your  glory  shall  be  made  manifest  in 
all  the  earth. 

10  In  the  year  one  hundred  and  seventy-four,  aAnti- 
ochus  entered  into  the  land  of  his  fathers,  and  all  the 
forces*  assembled  to  him,  so  that  few  were  left  with  Try- 
phon. 

11  And  king  Antiochus  pursued  after  him,  and  he 
fled  along  by  the  sea  coast  and  came  to  Dora. 

12  For  he  perceived  that  evils  were  gathered  together 
upon  him,  and  his  troops  had  forsaken  him. 

13  And  Antiochus  camped  above  Dora  with  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  men  of  war,  and  eight  thousand 
horsemen  : 

14  And  he  invested  the  city,  and  the  ships  drew  near 
by  sea :  and  they  annoyed  the  city  by  land,  and  by  sea, 
and  suffered  none  to  come  in.  or  to  o-o  out. 

15  And  Numenius,  and  they  that  had  been  with  him, 
came  from  the  city  of  Rome,  having  letters  written  to  the 
kings,  and  countries,  the  contents  whereof  were  these : 

16  Lucius,  the  consul  of  the  Romans,  to  king  Ptole- 
mee,  greeting. 

17  The  ambassadors  of  the  Jews,  our  friends,  came  to 
us,  to  renew  the  former  friendship  and  alliance,  being  sent 
from  Simon,  the  high  priest,  and  the  people  of  the  Jews. 

18  And  they  brought  also  a  shield  of  gold  of  a  thou- 
sand pounds. 

19  It  hath  seemed  good  therefore  to  us,  to  write  to  the 
kina-s  and  countries,  that  thev  should  do  them  no  harm, 
nor  fight  against  them,  their  cities,  or  countries  :  and  that 
they  should  give  no  aid  to  them  that  fight  against  them. 

20  And  it  hath  seemed  good  to  us  to  receive  the  shield 
of  them. % 

2 1  If,  therefore,  any  pestilent  men  are  fled  out  of  their 
country  to  you,  deliver  them  to  Simon,  the  high  priest, 
that  he  may  punish  them  according  to  their  law. 

22  These  same  things  were  written  to  king  Demetrius, 
and  to  Attalus,  and  to  Ariarathes,  and  to  Arsaces, 

23  And  to  all  the  countries :  and  to  Lampsacus,  and 
to  the  Spartans,  and  to  Delus,  and  Myndus,  and  Sicyone, 
and  Caria,  and  Samus,  and  Pamphylia,  and  Lycia,  and 
Alicarnassus,  and  Cos,  and  Side,  and  Aradus,  and  Rhodes, 
and  Phaselis,  and  Gortyna,  and  Gnidus,  and  Cyprus,  and 
Cyrene. 

•  A.M.  5S64,  A.  C.  139. 

But  we  find  no  human  figure  on  the  coins  which  he  sent  out  during  tho  first  four 
years,  but  only  vessels,  trees,  inscriptions,  fee. 

Ver.  11.  Dora,  to  the  south  of  Carrael.  Tryphon  had  first  tried  the  fortune 
of  a  battle.  C. 

Vek.  16.  Lucius,  Calms,  or  Philus,  (Drus.,  Grot..)  or  Pisof  (Usher.  Sal.  M,) 
whose  colleague.  Lenas,  went  against  Numantia.  C — Ptolemee,  surnamed  Phys- 
con,  broilicr  and  successor  to  Philometor,  (Ch.)  in  Egypt.  H. 

Ver.  22.  Attalus,  kc.  Attalus  was  king  of  Pergamus,  Ariarathes  was  king 
of  Cappudocia,  and  Arsaces  was  king  of  the  Parthian*.  Ch. — Demetrius  was 
prisoner  of  the  latter. 

Ver.  23.  Lampxacus,  in  Mysia,  a  free  city. — Dclus,  an  island  of  great  trade 
after  the  fall  of  Carthage.— Myndus,  a  port  in  Caria.— Sicyone,  another  in 
AchaJa. — Samus,  an  independent  and  powerful  island  near  Asia  Minor. — Pam- 
phylia, m  CUicia.  beyond  Taurus. — Lycia  had  been  freed  from  the  Rhodians  by 
the  Romans. — Alicarnassus,  an  ancient  town  of  Caria,  opposite  to  the  isle  of  Coo. 
—Side,  in  Pamphylia.  Ver.  1.    Grotius  conjectures  w*»  should  read.  "Sidon." — 


24  And  they  wrote  a  copy  thereof  to  Simon,  the  higl 
priest,  and  to  the  people  of  the  Jews. 

25  But  king  Antiochus  moved  his  camp  to  Dora  the 
second  time,  assaulting  it  continually,  and  making  engines, 
and  he  shut  up  Tryphon,  that  he  could  not  go  out. 

26  And  Simon  sent  to  him  two  thousand  chosen  men  to 
aid  him,  silver  also,  and  gold,  and  abundance  of  furniture. 

27  And  he  would  not  receive  them,  but  broke  all  the 
covenant  that  he  bad  made  with  him  before,  and  alienated 
himself  from  him. 

28  And  he  sent  to  him  Athenobius,  one  of  his  friends 
to  treat  with  him,  saying:  You  hold  Joppe,  and  Gazara. 
and  the  castle  that  is  in  Jerusalem,  which  are  cities  of  my 
kingdom  : 

29  Their  borders  you  have  wasted,  and  you  have  mad" 
great  havoc  in  the  land,  and  have  got  the  dominion  of 
many  places  in  my  kingdom. 

30  Now,  therefore,  deliver  up  the  cities  that  you  have 
taken,  and  the  tributes  of  the  places  whereof  you  have 
gotten  the  dominion  without  the  borders  of  Judea. 

31  But  if  not,  give  me  for  them  five  hundred  talenta 
of  silver,  and  for  the  havoc  that  you  have  made,  and  the 
tributes  of  the  cities,  other  five  hundred  talents  :  or  else 

|  we  will  come  and  fight  against  you. 

'  32  So  Athenobius,  the  king's  friend,  came  to  Jerusalem, 
and  saw  the  glory  of  Simon  and  his  magnificence  in  gold, 
and  siVer,  and  his  great  equipage,  and  he  was  astonished, 

i  and  told  him  the  king's  words. 

33  And  Simon  answered  him,  and  said  to  him :  We 
have  neither  taken  other  men's  land,  neither  do  we  hold 
that  wuich  is  other  men's,  but  the  inheritance  of  our 
fathers,  which  was  for  some  time  unjustly  possessed  by 
our  enemies. 

34  But  we  having  opportunity,  claim  the  inheritance 
of  our  fathers. 

35  And  as  to  thy  complaints  concerning  Joppe  and 
Gazara,  they  did  great  harm  to  the  people,  and  to  our 
country :  yet  for  these  we  will  give  a  hundred  talents. 
And  Athenobius  answered  him  not  a  word. 

36  But  returning  in  a  rage  to  the  king,  made  report  to 
him  of  these  words,  and  of  the  glory  of  Simon,  and  of  all 
that  he  had  seen,  and  the  king  was  exceeding  angry. 

37  And  Tryphon  fled  away  by  ship  to  Orthosias. 

38  And  the  king  appointed  Cendebeus  captain  of  the 
sea  coast,  and  gave  him  an  army  of  footmen  and  horsemen. 

39  And  he  commanded  him  to  march  with  his  army 
towards  Judea:  and  he  commanded  him  to  build  up 
Gedor,  and  to  fortify  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  to  war 

Aradus,  near  the  coasts  of  Syria. — Rhodes,  famous  for  its  Colossus. — Phaselis,  a 
maritime  town  near  Lycia.— Gortyna,  a  city  of  Crete,  which  was  then  an  inde- 
pendent island. — Gnidus,  an  island  near  Rhodes. — Cyrene,  a  province  of  Egypt. 
It  must  then  have  been  partly  free,  and  in  alliance  with  Rome. 

ViiR.  27.    Not.    Josephus  seems  to  assert  the  contrary;  observing  that  the 
king  applied  for  aid,  which  was  readily  granted.    Yet  he  soon  forgot  the  favour, 
and  sent  Cendebeus  against  the  Jew*.    Ho  passes  over  the  embassy  of  Athenobius 
Ver.  28. 

Ver.  28.    Gazara.    The  edit  of  Basic  properly  reads,  "  Gadara." 

Ver.  36.  Talents.  Simon  subdued  these  two  towns,  because  they  attacked 
his  country ;  but  as  they  did  not  otherwise  belong  to  him,  he  paid  (W  )  or  offered 
to  pay  something  for  them.  H. 

Ver.  37.    Orthosias,  in  Phenicia,  opposite  to  Aradus. 

Ver.  39.  Gedor,  near  Jamnia.  Gr.  11  Cedron,"  (C.)  as  also  ver.  40  formel» 
(H.)  in  the  Vulg.  A  city  was  here  repaired  on  the  river  Cedron.  W. — Syr 
"  Hebron."—  Gates,  or  .cfile*.  Grot. 

see 
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against  the  people.  But  the  king  himself  pursued  after 
1 ryphon. 

40  And  Cendebeus  came  to  Jamnia,  and  began  to  pro- 
voke? the  people,  and  to  ravage  Judea,  and  to  take  the 
people  prisoners,  and  to  kill,  and  to  .build  Gedor. 

41  And  he  placed  there  horsemen,  and  an  army:  that 
they  might  issue  forth,  and  make  incursions  upon  the 
ways  of  Judea,  as  the  king  had  commanded  him. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

The  sons  of  Simon  defeat  the  troops  of  Antiochus.    Simon,  with  two  of  his 
sons,  are  treacherously  murdered  by  Ptolemee,  his  son-in-law. 

THENa  John  came  up  from  Gazara,  and  told  Simon, 
his  father,  what  Cendebeus  had  done  against  their 

people.  . '.  \  T  . 

2  And  Simon  called  his  two  eldest  sons,  Judas  and 
Johu,  and  said  to  them:  I  and  my  brethren,  and  my 
father's  house,  have  fought  against  the  enemies  of  Israel 
from  our  youth  even  to  this  day:  and  things  have  pros- 
pered so  well  in  our  hands,  that  we  have  delivered  Israel 

'ijfientimes.     '- "  ^ -ixisjSxstiiL.  Lvi~':i 

3  And  now  I  am  old,  but  be  you  instead  of  me,  and 

my  brethren,  and  go  out,  and  fight  for  our  nation :  and 
the  help  from  heaven  be  with  you. 

4  Then  he  chose  out  of  the  country  twenty  thousand 
fighting  men.  and  horsemen,  and  they  went  forth  against 
Cendebeus  :  and  they  rested  in  Modin. 

5  And  they  arose  in  the  morning,  and  went  into  the 
plain  :  and  behold  a  very  great  army  of  footmen  and 
horsemen  came  against  them,  and  there  was  a  running 
river  between  them. 

6  And  he  and  his  people  pitched  their  camp  over 
against  them,  and  he  saw  that  the  people  were  afraid  to 
go  over  the  river,  so  he  went  over  first :  then  the  men 
seeing  him,  passed  over  after  him. 

7  And  he  divided  the  people,  and  sot  the  Norsemen  in 
the  midst  of  the  footmen :  but  the  Lecrbemen  of  the 
enemies  were  very  numerous. 

8  And  they  sounded  the  holy  trumpets  :  and  Cende- 
beus ana  his  army  were  put  to  flight :  and  there  fell 
many  of  them  wounded,  Had  the  rest  fled  into  the  strong; 
hold. 

9  And  that  time  Judas,  John's  brother,  was  wounded  : 
but  John  pursued  after  them,  till  he  came  to  Cedron, 
which  he  had  built : 

10  And  they  fled  even  to  the  towers  that  were  in  the 
fields  of  Azotus,  and  he  burnt  them  with  fire.    And  there 

*  A.  M.  38S6,  A.  C.  1,13.— b  A.  M.  3S69,  A.  C.  135. 


CHAP.  I.  Vkr.  I.  John.  He  was  afterwards  8  urn  am  ed  Hfrcanus,  and 
tuoceeded  his  father  in  both  his  dignities  of  high  priest  and  prince.  He  conquered 
the  Edomites,  and  obliged  them  to  a  conformity  with  the  Jews  in  religion ;  and 
destroyed  the  schismatical  temple  of  the  .Samaritans.  Ch. — Gazara,  the  same  with 
Gaza,  (M.)  or  Gadara,  where  John  resided. 

Vbr.  3.    It?  you.    Gr.  and  Syr.  "you,  bv  mercy  of  God,  are  of  a  proper 

Ver.  4.  Horsemen.    This  is  the  first  time  we  find  them  in  the  army. 

VER.  fi.  He,  John.  Ch. 

vrr.  8.  Holy.    Rom  edit,  expresses  this  word.  (C.'j  which  Grabe  supplies. 

H.—  Hold .  Gedor.  C 

Ye*.  9.  Ctdron,  otherwise  called  Gedor,  the  city  that  Cendebeus  was  for- 
&7lna.  Ch 

Towers  of  wood,  (C.)  erected  for  centinels  flrnt. 
Ix/bath,  now  called  Sebcth,  corresponding  with  January  and  Feb- 


Ver.  10. 

Vzx.  :* 

•vary.  C. 
Ver.  15 
860 


Voch  or  duk  (H.)  in  Syr.  means  "a  watch-tower."  Grot.— Jose- 


fell  of  them  two  thousand  men,  and  he  returned  into  Judea 
in  peace. 

11  Now  Ptolemee,  the  son  of  Abobus,  was  appointed 
captain  in  the  plain  of  Jericho,  and  he  had  abundance  oi 
silver  and  gold, 

1 2  For  he  was  son-in-law  of  the  high  priest. 

13  And  his  heart  was  lifted  up,  and  he  designed  to 
make  himself  master  of  the  country,  and  he  purposed 
treachery  against  Simon  and  his  sons,  to  destroy  them. 

14  Now  Simon,  as  he  was  going  through  the  cities 
that  were  in  the  country  of  Judea,  and  taking  care  tor  the 
good  ordering  of  them,  went  down  to  Jericho,  he  and 
Mathathias  and  Judas,  his  sons,  in  the  yearu  one  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  the  eleventh  month :  the  same  is  the 
month  Sabath. 

15  And  the  son  of  Abobus  received  them  deceitfully 
into  a  little  fortress,  that  is  called  Doch,  which  he  had 
built :  and  he  made  them  a  great  feast,  and  hid  men  there. 

16  And  when  Simon  and  his  sons  had  drunk  plenti- 
fully, Ptolemee  and  his  men  rose  up,  and  took  their  wea- 
pons, and  entered  into  the  banqueting-place,  and  slew 
him,  and  his  two  sons,  and  some  of  his  servants. 

17  And  he  committed  a  great  treachery  in  Israel,  and 
rendered  evil  for  good. 

18  And  Ptolemee  wrote  these  things,  and  sent  to  the 
king  that  he  should  send  him  an  army  to  aid  him,  and  he 
would  deliver  him  the  country,  and  their  cities,  and  tributes. 

19  cAnd  he  sent  others  to  Gazara  to  kill  John  :  and  to 
the  tribunes  he  sent  letters  to  come  to  him,  and  that  he 
would  give  them  silver,  and  gold,  and  gifts. 

20  And  he  sent  others  to  take  Jerusalem,  and  the 
mountain  of  the  temple. 

21  Now  one  running  before,  told  John  in  Gazara,  that 
his  father  and  his  brethren  were  slain,  and  that  he  hath 
•?nt  men  to  kill  thee  also. 

22  But  when  he  heard  it,  he  was  exceedingly  afraid : 
and  he  apprehended  the  men  that  came  to  kill  him,  and 
he  put  them  to  death :  for  he  knew  that  they  sought  to 
make  him  away. 

23  And  as  concerning  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  John,  and 
his  wars,  and  the  worthy  deeds,  which  he  bravely  achieved, 
and  the  building  of  the  walls,  which  he  made,  and  the 
things  that  he  did  : 

24  Behold,  these  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  days 
of  his  priesthood,  from  the  time  that  he  was  made  high 
priest  after  his  father. 

•  A.  M  3871,  A.  C.  1A3. 


phus  styles  it  Dagon.  It  was  not  far  from  Jericho,  over  which  Ptolemee  gorern- 
ed.  C 

Ver.  16.    Plentifully.    Lit.  "  were  inebriated."    But  this  expression  often 
denotes  do  more  than  taking  a  moderate  sufficiency,  (H.)  or  making  good  cheer, 
(Gen.  xliii.  34;  John  ii.  10.  Lyr.  T.  C)  without  any  excess.  Psal.  Ixiv.  10.  S 
Aug.  q.  144.  Gen. — The  fir-t  and  last  years  of  Simon  were  disturbed  ;  the  real 
were  spent  in  peace,    ile  began  A.  170."  Chap.  xiii.  41.  W. 

Vbr.  17.  Treachery.  Syr.  "crime  "  Gr.  also,  "  revolt. "  It  seems  thai 
king  Antiochus  participated  in  this  murder,  ami  had  promised  the  government  Ai 
the  country  for  a  reward. 

Vkk.  24.  Father.  Such  annals  were  kept;  and  from  these  Joseph  us  has 
collected  his  account  of  the  latter  times.  C. — Some  think  that  the  Fourth  Book  of 
Machahees  contains  an  extract  of  the  work  here  mentioned.  SU.  Bib.  1-  Read  3 
Mar.  i.  1.  W. — What  is  preserved  in  the  seven  middle  chapters  in  the  Arab,  ver- 
sion, is  given  by  Calmet,  who  omits  the  first  nineteen  and  last  thirty- two  chapters. 

The  whole  has  been  published  by  Desprez.  ltditfera  ir  many  points  from  Josephs* 
in  the  historv  of  liircan. 


SECOND  BOOK  OF  MACHABEES. 


TUis  Second  Hock  of  Machabees  Is  not  a  continuation  of  the  history  contained  in  the  First;  nor  doe*  it  come  down  so  low  as  the  First  does,  but  relates  many  of  th* 


(C.)  to  Which  a  preface  is  prefixed.  Chap.  ii.  20.    Yet  the  Alex,  copy  has  at  tho  end,  "  A  letter  concerning  the  acts  of  Judas  Mach."  H. 


CHAPTER  1. 

Letters  of  the  Jeics  of  Jerusalem  to  them  that  were  in  Egypt.  They  give 
thanks  for  their  delivery  from  Antiochus:  and  exhort  their  brethren  to  keep 
the  feast  of  the  dedication  of  the  altar,  and  of  the  miraculous  fire. 

TO  the  brethren,  the  Jews  that  are  throughout  Egypt; 
the  brethren,  the  Jews  that  are  in  Jerusalem,  and  in 
the  land  of  Judea;  send  health  and  good  peace. 

2  May  God  be  gracious  to  you,  and  remember  his 
covenant  that  he  made  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  his  faithful  servants : 

3  And  give  you  all  a  heart  to  worship  him,  and  to  do 
his  will  with  a  great  heart,  and  a  willing  mind. 

4  May  he  open  your  heart  in  his  law,  and  in  his  com- 
mandments, and  send  you  peace. 

5  May  he  hear  your  prayers,  and  be  reconciled  unto 
you,  and  never  forsake  you  in  the  evil  time. 

6  And  now  here  we  are  praying  for  you. 

7  When  Demetrius  reigned,  in  the  year"  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine,  we  .lews  wrote  to  you  in  the  trouble  and 
violence  that  came  upon  us  in  those  years,  after  Jason 
withdrew  himself  from  the  holy  land,  and  from  the  king- 
dom. 

8  They  burnt  the  s;ate,  and  shed  innocent  blood :  then 
we  praved  to  the  Lord,  and  were  heard,  and  we  offered 
sacrifices,  and  fine  flour,  and  lighted  the  lamps,  and  set 
forth  the  loaves. 

f)  And  now  celebrate  ye  the  days  of  Scenopegia,  in  the 

month  of  Casleu. 

10  In  the  year  "one  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  the 
people  that  is  at  Jerusalem,  and  in  Judea,  and  the  senate, 
and  Judas,  to  Aristobolus,  the  preceptor  of  king  Ptolemee, 
who  :s  of  the  stock  of  the  anointed  priests,  and  to  the 
lews  that  are  in  Egypt,  health  and  welfare. 

•  A.  M.  .1661,  A.C.  143. 


CHAP.  I.  Vbr.  1.    Egypt.    They  are  invited  to  worship  at  Jerusalem.  M. 

Veb.  7.  JJcmetrius  Nicator.  The  date  refers  to  what  yocs  before.— Nine. 
This  author  dates  from  autumn,  whereas  the  preceding  begins  the  era  of  Seleucides, 
in  spring,  which  accounts  for  'he  apparent  contradictions.  C — Kingdom.  Judea 
was  then  tributary  to  Egypt ;  yet  Jason  applied  to  the  Syrian  monarch,  and  insroad 
of  waiting  for  the  death  of  Onias  III.,  wished  to  purchase  his  dignity,  and  to  change 

the  manners  of  the  people. 

Ver.  i).    Scenopegia  ;  viz.  the  encenia,  or  feast  of  the  dedication  of  the  altar, 

called  hero  scenopegia,  or  feast  of  tabernacles,  from  being  celebrated  with  the  like 

lolemnity.  Ch.  Chap.  x.  6. — The  real  feast  occurs  iu  the  mouth  of  Tisri.  C. 

Vek.  10.  Sight.  Thus  the  preceding  letter  is  dated,  according  to  many.  (M.) 
4*  khere  win  no  Judas  or  Aristobolus  known  at  this  time.  But  Judas,  the  Esseno 
prophet,  (chap.  ii.  14.  W.)  must  hove  flourished  about  that  period  (Jos.  Ant.  %n% 
19.  C);  a^d  one  Aristobolus  wrote  something  in  the  Scripture  for  Philometor. 
Clem.  Strom.  5.  Eus.  Hist.  ii.  17.  C. 

Ver.  11.  King.  Antiochus  Sidetes,  who  began  to  make  war  upon  the  Jews, 
whilst  Simon  was  yet  alive  (1  Mac.  xv.  39) ;  and  arierwards  besieged  Jerusalem, 
tinder  John  Hircanus.  So  that  the  Judas  here  mentioned  (ver.  10)  is  not  Judas 
Usohabeus,  who  was  dead  long  before  the  year  168  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Greeks, 


1 1  Having  been  delivered  by  God  out  of  great  danger?, 
we  give  him  great  thanks,  forasmuch  as  we  have  been  in 
war  with  such  a  king. 

12  For  he  made  numbers  of  men  swarm  out  of  Persia, 
that  have  fought  against  us,  and  the  holy  city. 

13  For  when  the  leader  himself  was  in  Persia,  and 
with  him  a  very  great  army,  he  fell  in  the  temple  ol 
Nanea,  being  deceived  by  the  counsel  of  the  priests  of 
Nanea. 

14  For  Antiochus,  with  his  friends,  came  to  the  place 
as  though  he  would  marry  her,  and  that  he  might  receive 
great  sums  of  money  under  the  title  of  a  dowry. 

15  And  when  the  priests  of  Nanea  had  set  it  forth,  and 
he  with  a  small  company  had  entered  into  the  compass  oi 
the  temple,  they  shut  the  temple, 

16  When  Antiochus  was  come  in:  and  opening  a 
secret  entrance  of  the  temple,  they  cast  stones  and  slew 
the  leader,  and  them  that  were  with  him,  and  hewed  them 
in  pieces ;  and  cutting  oft'  their  heads,  they  threw  them 
forth. 

17  Blessed  be  God  in  all  things,  who  hath  delivered  up 
the  wicked, 

18  Therefore,  whereas  we  purpose  to  keep  the  purifi- 
cation  of  the  temple  on  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the 
month  of  Casleu,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  signify  it  to 
you :  that  you  also  may  keep  the  day  of  Scenopegia,  and 
the  day  of  the  fire,  that  was  given  when  Nehemias  offered 
sacrifice,  after  the  temple  and  the  altar  was  built. 

19  For  when  our  fathers  were  Jed  into  Persia,  the 
priests  that  then  were  worshippers  of  God,  took  privately 
the  fire  from  the  altar,  and  hid  it  in  a  valley  where  there 
was  a  deep  pit  without  water,  and  there  they  kept  it  safe, 
so  that  the  place  was  unknown  to  all  men. 

*  A.  M  3S&0,  A  C.  124. 


for  he  died  in  the  year  146  of  that  epoch  (see  above,  1  Mae.  ii.  70,  also  the  note  on 
chap.  i.  2);  but  either  Judas,  the  eldest  son  of  John  Hircanus,  i»r  Judas  the 
Essene,  renowned  for  the  gift  of  prophecy,  who  flourished  about  thai  time.  Ch. 

Ver.  12.  Persia.  This  country  is  not  specified  in  the  Rom.  and  Alex.  Sent- 
— Tlie  name  of  Persia  now  comprised  all  the  dominions  of  Antiochu*j  Ruperi 
understands  Sidetes.  C. 

Ver.  13-    Nanea.    A  Persian  goddess,  which  some  have  taken  for  Diana 

others  for  Venus.  Ch. 

Ver.  14.    Doicru.    Thus  the  pagans  played  with  religion.  M. 

Ver.  16.    Slew.     Lit.  "struck."    Or.  "stoned."     Vet  Epiphane*  escaped 
(chap.  i.  9,  and  1  Mac  vi.,)  bavin?  received  some  wounds.    But  a  fall  from  U* 
chariot,  and  vexation,  hastened  his  death.  H. 

Vbr.  IS.  Scenopegia.  The  dedication  was  observed  by  the  people  bearing 
branches,  in  memory  of  their  late  forlorn  condition  on  the  mountains.  H.  Set 
ver.  2. 

Ver.  19.    Persia.    Babvlonia,  called  here  Persia,  from  being  afterwards  p 

part  of  the  Persian  empire.  Ch  Thus  S.  Chrys.  (H.  0,  in  Matt.)  says,  the  Ji:w» 

were  delivered  from  "the  Persian  captivity."  W.— All  beyond  the  Euphrates  wn< 
now  called  Persia. 


Chap.  I. 


II.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  II. 


20  But  when  many  years  had  passed,  and  it  pleased 
God  that  Nehemias  should  be  sent  by  the  king  of  Persia, 
he  sent  some  of  the  posterity  of  those  priests  that  had  hid 
:t,  to  seek  for  the  fire :  and  as  they  told  us,  they  found  no 
fire,  but  thick  water. 

21  Then  lie  bade  them  draw  it  up,  and  bring  it  to  him  : 
and  the  priest,  Nehemias,  commanded  the  sacrifices  that 
were  laid  on,  to  be  sprinkled  with  the  same  water,  both 
the  wood,  and  the  things  that  were  laid  upon  it. 

22  And  when  this  was  done,  and  the  time  came  that 
I  he  sun  shone  out,  which  before  was  in  a  cloud,  there  was 
i  great  fire  kindled,  so  that  all  wondered. 

23  And  all  the  priests  made  prayer,  while  the  sacrifice 
was  consuming,  Jonathan  beginning,  and  the  rest  an- 
swering. -V    -  Ayy 

24  And  the  prayer  of  Nehemias  was  after  this  manner : 
O  Lonu  God,  Creator  of  all  things,  dreadful  and  strong, 
just  and  merciful,  who  alone  art  the  good  King, 

25  Who  alone  art  gracious,  who  alone  art  just,  and 
almighty,  and  eternal,  who  deliverest  Israel  from  all  evil, 
who  didst  choose  the  fathers,  and  didst  sanctify  them  : 

2G  Receive  the  sacrifice  for  all  thy  people  Israel,  and 
preserve  thy  own  portion,  and  sanctify  it. 

27  Gather  together  our  scattered  people,  deliver  them 
that  are  slaves  to  the  Gentiles,  and  look  upon  them  that 
nre  despised  and  abhorred :  that  the  Gentiles  may  know 
that  thou  art  our  God. 

28  Punish  them  that  oppress  us,  and  that  treat  us  in- 
juriously with  pride. 

29  Establish  thy  people  in  thy  holy  place,  aas  Moses 
hath  spoken. 

30  And  the  priests  sung  hymns  till  the  sacrifice  was 

consumed. 

31  And  when  the  sacrifice  was  consumed,  Nehemias 
commanded  the  water  that  was  left  to  be  poured  out  upon 
the  great  stones. 

32  Which  being  done,  there  was  kindled  a  flame  from 
them  :  but  it  was  consumed  by  the  light  that  sinned  from 
the  altar.  .  ;V  •      •]  j  . 

33  And  when  this  matter  became  public,  it  was  told  to 
che  king  of  Persia,  that  in  the  place  where  the  priests  that 
were  led  away,  had  hid  the  fire,  there  appeared  water, 
with  which  Nehemias  and  they  that  were  with  him  had 
purified  the  sacrifices. 

34  And  the  king  considering,  and  diligently  examining 
the  matter,  made  a  temple  for  it,  that  he  might  prove 
wha^  had  happened. 

35  And  when  he  had  proved  it,  he  gave  the  priests 

■  Deut.  in.  3,  and  5;  Infra,  U.  18. — *»  Deut.  xxxiv,  1.— «  ;  Kings  tUI.  11 ;  2  Par.  »!.  14. 

Veb.  21.  The  priest.  Gr.  "Nehemias  ordered  the  priests  to  sprinkle  with 
ino  water  both,"  Sec.  H. 

Ver.  23.    Jonathan,  one  of  the  chief  priests ;  perhaps  Joiada,  Eliaxib'a  son.  C. 

Vek.  29.    Spoken,  promising  those  favours.  Deut.  xxx.  3.  H. 

Veb.  32.  Altar.  This  second  flame  came  immediately  from  heaven,  and 
o  rorpowcred  that  proceeding  from  tho  mud.  C. 

Ver.  34.  A  temple.  That  is,  an  enclosure  or  a  wall  round  about  the  place 
where  the  fire  was  bid.  to  separate  it  from  profane  uses,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be 
respected  as  a  holy  place.  Ch. — Such  open  enclosures  are  often  styled  temples.  C. 

Ver.  30.  Nrphthar.  or  rather  Necphar.  Grot.— Nephi.  Or.  lias  the  former 
ft»trd.  Horn,  copy  and  Syr.  Naphtai ;  may  bo  derived  from  Choi,  phctir.  "  pure, 
cmnixed."  C 

CHAP.  II.  Ver.  1.  The  descriptions.  That  is,  the  records  or  memoirs  of 
[•traznSaa,  a  -pork  that  is  now  lost.  Ch. 

as  2 


many  goods,  and  divers  presents,  and  lie  took  and  dia 
tributcd  them  to  them  with  his  own  hand. 

36  And  Nehemias  called  this  place  Nephthar,  which  is 
interpreted  purification.     But  many  call  it  Nephi. 

CHAP.  II. 

A  continuation  of  the  second  letter.    Of  Jeremias1  s  hiding  the  ark  at  the  ttmt 

of  the  captivity.     The  author's  preface. 

T\CTQW  it  is  found  in  the  descriptions  of  Jeremias,  the 
-L  i  prophet,  that  he  commanded  them  that  went  into 
captivity,  to  take  the  fire,  as  it  hath  been  signified,  and 
how  he  gave  charge  to  them  that  were  carried  away  into 
captivity. 

2  And  how  he  gave  them  the  "law,  that  they  should  not 
forget  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  that  they 
should  not  err  in  their  minds,  seeing  the  idols  of  gold,  and 
silver,  and  the  ornaments  of  them. 

3  And  with  other  such  like  speeches,  he  exhorted  them 
that  they  would  not  remove  the  law  from  their  heart. 

4  It  was  also  contained  in  the  same  writing,  how  the 
prophet,  being  warned  by  God,  commanded  that  the 
tabernacle  and  the  ark  should  accompany  him,  till  he 
came  forth  to  the  mountain  b where  Moses  went  up,  and 
saw  the  inheritance  of  God. 

5  And  when  Jeremias  came  thither  he  found  a  hollow 
cave :  and  he  carried  in  thither  the  tabernacle,  and  the 
ark,  and  the  altar  of  incense,  and  so  stopped  the  door. 

Then  some  of  them  that  followed  him,  came  up  to 
mark  the  place  :  but  they  could  not  find  it. 

7  And  when  Jeremias  perceived  it,  he  blamed  them, 
saying :  The  place  shall  be  unknown,  till  God  gather  to- 
gether the  congregation  of  the  people,  and  receive  them 
to  mercy. 

8  And  then  the  Lord  will  show  these  things,  and  the 
majesty  of  the  Lord  shall  appear,  and  there  shall  be  a 
cloud  as  it  was  also  showed  to  Moses,  cand  he  showed  it 
when  Solomon  prayed  that  the  place  might  be  sanctified 
to  the  great  God. 

9  For  he  treated  wisdom  in  a  magnificent  manner : 
and  like  a  wise  man,  he  offered  the  sacrifice  of  the  dedi- 
cation, and  of  the  finishing  of  the  temple. 

10  dAnd  as  Moses  prayed  to  the  Lord,  and  fire  came 
down  from  heaven,  and  consumed  the  holocaust:  eso 
Solomon  also  prayed,  and  fire  came  down  from  heaven 
and  consumed  the  holocaust. 

1 1  And  Moses  said  :  'Because  the  sin-offering  was  not 
eaten,  it  was  consumed. 

12  So  Solomon  also  celebrated  the  dedication  eight 
days. 

*  Lot.  ix.  24.—*  2  Par.  Til.  1.— '  Ler.  x.  16,  and  17. 

Ver.  2.    Of  them.    He  alludes  to  his  epistle,  (C.)  Bar.  vi.  11.  W. 

Ver.  4.  And  the  ark.  These  were  not  taken  by  the  Chaldeans.  Jer.  HI.  M 
--Whether  they  were  removed  before  or  after  the  capture  of  the  city,  is  disputed 
Salien,  A.  344f>. — Mountain  ;  Xebo.  Deut.  xxxii.  49. 

Ver.  7.  Mercy.  Whether  the  ark  4cc.  were  in  the  second  temple,  as  this 
seems  to  insinuate,  has  been  much  debated.  The  negative  seems  best  established; 
and  theso  promises  refer  to  th«  Mossias.  prefigured  by  the  ark. 

Ver.  9.  Treated.  Gr.  "  lie  was  manifested,  ana  like  one  possessing  wisdom, 
he,"  ice.  H. — On  this  occasion  Solomon  chiefly  displayed  his  wisdom,  prayinj 
aloud. 

Ver.  10.  As.  Both  dedications  lasted  eight  duvs,  and  fire  descended.  Lev. 
ix.  23,  and  2  Par.  vii.  1. 

Ver.  11.  Consumed.  He  alludes  to  what  Moses  said  aftet  the  death  of  Nadlb 
l.ov.  x.  16.  C. — Firt»  consumed  the  wi-offering  as  well  as  the  rvK 


Chap.  II. 

13  And  these  same  things  were  set  down  in  the  memoirs, 
and  commentaries  of  Nehemias:  and  how  he  made  a 
library,  and  gathered  together  out  of  the  countries,  the 
books  both  of  the  prophets,  and  of  David,  and  the  epistles 

of  the  kings,  and  concerning  the  holy  gifts. 

14  Aud  in  like  manner  Judas  also  gathered  together 
all  such  things  as  were  lost  by  the  war  we  had,  and  they 

are  in  our  possession. 

15  Wherefore,  if  you  want  these  things,  send  some 

that  may  fetch  them  to  you. 

16  As  we  are  then  about  to  celebrate  the  purification, 
we  have  written  unto  you  :  and  you  shall  do  well,  if  you 

keep  the  same  days. 

17  And  we  hope  that  God,  who  hath  delivered  his 
oeople,  and  hath  rendered  to  all  the  inheritance,  and  the 
kingdom,  and  the  priesthood,  and  the  sanctuary. 

18  11  As  he  promised  in  the  law,  will  shortly  have  mercy 
upon  us,  and  will  gather  us  together  from  every  land 
under  heaven  into  the  holy  place. 

19  For  he  hath  delivered  us  out  of  great  perils,  and 

iiath  cleansed  the  place. 

20  Now  as  concerning  Judas  Machabeus,  and  his 

brethren,  and  the  purification  of  the  great  temple,  and  the 

dedication  of  the  altar. 

•21  As  also  the  wars  against  Antiochus,  the  illustrious, 

and  his  son,  Eupator  : 

22  And  the  manifestations  that  came  from  heaven  to 
them,  that  behaved  themselves  manfully  on  the  behalf  of 
the  Jews,  so  that,  being  but  a  few  fliey  made  themselves 
masters  of  the  whole  country,  and  put  to  flight  the  bar- 
barous multitude  : 

23  And  recovered  again  the  most  renowned  temple  in 
ull  the  world,  and  delivered  the  city,  and  restored  the  laws 
that  were  abolished,  the  Lord  with  all  clemency  showing 

mercy  to  them. 

24  And  all  such  things  as  have  been  comprised  in  five 
books  by  Jason,  of  Cyrene,  we  have  attempted  to  abridge 
in  one  book. 

25  For  considering  the  multitude  of  books,  and  the 
difficulty  that  they  find  that  desire  to  undertake  the  narra- 
tions of  histories,  because  of  the  multitude  of  the  matter, 

26  We  have  taken  care  for  those  indeed  that  are  willing 

•  Deut.  xxx.  3,  and  5  ;  Supra,  L  29. 

Vbr.  13.  Set  down.  Or.  "  explained."- -Books.  The  Scriptures  were  noi 
lost.  M. — Perhap3  before  this  time  ur»  complete  collection  of  them  had  been  made. 
Esdras  would  point  out  and  help  to  discover  whut  had  been  written.  C—  The 
senate  of  the  nation  was  also  present.  Simon,  Crit.  i-  1. — David:  the  Psalms. 
\11  the  other  books  m«.y  be  designated  under  the  name  of  prophets.  U.— Kings ; 
Cyrus,  iScc.  1  Esd.  vi.  3,  4cc.  Josep'uus  has  inserted  many  such  letters  in  his 
work.  They  were  like  tho  title-deeds  of  the  nation,  C— And.  Gr.  "regarding 
'he  present.-* avaBtuarwv.  H. 

Vkr.  14.  Judas.  This  seems  to  be  tho  Essene,  who  with  others  wrote  this 
epistle  (chap.  i.  10.  W.) ;  or  rather  (H.)  the  Machabee,  who  was  as  solicitous  to 
oreserve  tho  sacred  books  as  Antiochus  was  to  destroy  them.  1  Mac.  i.  5i>,  and  ii. 
MJ. 

Ver.  15.  Things,  collected  by  Judas.  The  Bible  had  been  translated  into 
l*rek  before.    But  some  records  might  still  be  wanted  by  the  Jews  in  Egypt.  C. 

Ver.  10.  The  purification.  This  is  tho  feast  of  the  purifying  or  cleansing  of 
rhe  temple,  (Ch.)  tho  25th  of  Casleu.  Chap.  i.  y,  IS. 

Ver.  1«.  Place.  They  had  now  liberty  to  return.  What,  therefore,  can  they 
•nean  but  the  coming  of  the  Mcssias,  who  was  shortly  expected  ?  C. 

Ver.  19.  Place.  Read  chap.  xv.  38.  After  the  author  had  written  this  ap- 
pendix to  the  former  book,  he  resolved  to  add  an  epitome  of  the  history.  Hence 
in  this  preface  ho  informs  us  of  tho  subject,  ratthod,  reason,  and  diligence  of  his 
tnort  work.  Ver.  20,  -24,  5f  0,  0.  W. 

Ver.  22.    Manifestations :  heavenly  apparitions.  Chap.  iii.  25,  and  v.  2.  0. 

''k*.  2*     multitude     Gr  also,  "  confusion  of  numbers,  and  the  difficulty 


Chap.  111. 

to  read,  that  it  might  be  a  pleasure  of  mind  :  and  for  the 
studious,  that  they  may  more  easily  commit  to  memory ; 
and  that  all  that  read  might  receive  profit. 

27  And  as  to  ourselves  indeed,  in  undertaking  this 
work  of  abridging,  we  have  taken  in  hand  r.o  ^asy  task; 
yea,  rather  a  business  full  of  watching  and  sweat 

28  But  as  they  that  prepare  a  feast,  and  see*  to  satisfy 
the  will  of  others :  for  the  sake  of  many,  we  willingly 

undergo  the  labour. 

29  Leaving  to  the  authors  the  exact  handling  of  every 
particular,  and  as  for  ourselves,  according  to  the  plan 
proposed,  studying  to  be  brief. 

30  For  as  the  master  builder  of  a  new  house  must  have 
care  of  the  whole  building:  but  he  that  taketh  care  to 
paint  it,  must  seek  out  fit  things  for  the  adorning  of  it ; 
so  must  it  be  judged  of  us. 

31  For  to  collect  all  that  is  to  be  known,  to  put  the 
discourse  in  order,  and  curiously  to  discuss  every  par- 
ticular point,  is  the  duty  of  the  author  of  a  history  : 

32  But  to  pursue  brevity  of  speech,  and  to  avoid  nice 
declarations  of  things,  is  to  be  granted  to  him  that  maketh 
an  abridgment. 

33  Here  then  we  will  begin  the  narration  :  let  this  be 
enough  by  way  of  a  preface :  for  it  is  a  foolish  thing  to 
make  a  long  prologue,  and  to  be  short  in  the  story 
itself. 

CHAP,  lit 

Ileliodorui  is  sent  by  king  Seleucits  to  take  away  the  treasures  deposited  in  th* 
temple.    He  is  struck  by  God,  and  healed  by  the  prayers  of  tlie  high  priest. 

THEREFORE,  when  the  holy  city  was  inhabited 
with  all  peace,  and  the  laws  as  yet  were  very  well 
kept,  because  of  the  godliness  of  Onias,  the  high  priest, 
and  the  hatred  his  soul  had  of  evil, 

2  It  came  to  pass  that  even  the  kings  themselves,  and 
the  princes  esteemed  the  place  worthy  of  the  highest 
honour,  and  glorified  the  temple  with  very  great  gifts :  ^ 

3  So  that  Seleucus,  king  of  Asia,  allowed  out  of  his 
revenues  all  the  charges  belonging  to  the  ministry  of  the 
sacrifices. 

4  But  one  Simon,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  who  was 
appointed  overseer  of  the  temple,  strove  in  opposition  to 
the  high  priest,  to  bring  about  some  unjust  thing  in  the 
city. 

attending  those  who  wish  to  dive  into  uoKvckiioQav,  (H.)  or  to  include  much 

(C.)  historical  relations  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  matter."  H. 

Ver.  27.  A'o  easy  task,  Ac.  The  spirit  of  Uod,  that  assists  tho  sacred  pen- 
men, docs  not  exempt  them  from  labour  in  seeking  out  the  matter  which  they  are 
U  treat  of,  and  the  order  and  manner  in  which  they  are  to  deliver  it.  So  S.  Luke 
wrote  the  Gospel,  having  diligently  attained  to  all  things.  Luke  i.  3.  Ch.— Whea 
something  future  is  revealed,  there  is  less  difficulty,  as  God  must  then  dictate  the 
very  words.  Hence  Jeremias  wrote  with  the  utmost  ease,  as  Baruch  testified.  Jer. 
xxxvi.  18,  32.  H. — The  prophets  had,  therefore,  only  to  write  or  speak  from  the 
mouth  of  God.  Others  were  excited  by  him  to  treat  of  history,  and  were 
preserved  from  error,  but  not  from  labour.  Bellar.  Verb.  i.  15. 

Ver.  29.  Authors.  Gr-  "the  writer."  H. — Jason  resembles  an  oxcelleot 
painter,  of  whose  work  we  desire  to  give  a  copy  (C.)  in  miniature,  (H.)  relyinj 
entirely  on  his  veracity.  Sa.— Yet  as  the  Church  esteems  this  work  to  be 
canonical,  what  is  extracted  must  be  true,  aud  inspired,  though  tho  writer  seems 
not  to  have  known  that  he  had  such  a  privilege.  God  might  still  guide  his 
pen.  M. 

Ver.  30.  Master.  Such  is  Jason.  I  only  paint  some  parts.  C— Paint 
Gr.  •'  to  bum  iu  and  represent  to  tho  life,  must,"  &c.  H. 

Ver.  33.    Itself.    The  account  of  Alex,  should  be  read  nen.  1  Mac.  i.  W. 

CHAP.  ill.  Ver.  2.  Place ;  city.  H. — See  the  lottorof  J  ttiochus  the  Great 
Jos.  Ant.  xii.  3.  C. 

Ver.  3.  Seleucus,  son  of  Antiochus  the  Great,  and  elder  brother  of  AutiocsB* 
Epiphanes.  Ch. 
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Chap.  Ill 


5  And  when  he  could  not  overcome  Onias,  he  went  to 
Apollonius,  the  son  of  Tharseas,  who  at  that  time  was 
governor  of  Celesyria,  and  Phenicia  : 

fi  And  told  him,  that  the  treasury  in  Jerusalem  was  full 
of  immense  sums  of  money,  and  the  common  store  was  infi- 
nite, which  did  not  belong  to  the  account  of  the  sacrifices : 
and  that  it  was  possible  to  bring  all  into  the  kings  hands. 

7  Now  when  Apollonius  had  given  the  king  notice 
concerning  the  money  that  he  was  told  of,  he  called  for 
Heliodorus,  who  had  the  charge  over  his  affairs,  and  sent 
him  with  commission  to  bring  him  the  foresaid  money. 

8  So  Heliodorus  forthwith  began  his  journey,  under  a 
colour  of  visiting  the  cities  of  Celesyria  and  Phenicia,  but 
/ndeed  to  fulfil  the  kings  purpose. 

9  And  when  he  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  and  had  been 
courteouslv  received  in  the  city  by  the  hio;h  priest,  he  told 
him  what  information  had  been  given  concerning  the 
money :  and  declared  the  cause  for  which  he  was  come : 
and  asked  if  these  things  were  so  indeed.  j 

10  Then  the  high  priest  told  him  that  these  were  sums 
deposited,  and  provisions  for  the  subsistence  of  the  widows 
and  the  fatherless  :  ! 

11  And  that  some  part  of  that  which  wicked  Simon 
had  given  intelligence  of,  belonged  to  Hircanus.  son  of 
Tobias,  a  man  of  great  dignity ;  and  that  the  whole  was 
four  hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  two  hundred  of  gold  :  , 

12  But  that  to  deceive  them  who  had  trusted  to  the  i 
place  and  temple  which  is  honoured  throughout  the  whole 
world,  for  the  reverence  and  holiness  of  it,  was  a  thing 
which  could  not  by  any  means  be  done. 

13  But  he,  by  reason  of  the  orders  he  had  received 
from  the  king,  said,  that  by  all  means  the  money  must  be 
carried  to  the  king. 

14  So  on  the  day  he  had  appointed,  Heliodorus  entered 
in  to  order  this  matter.  But  there  was  no  small  terror 
throughout  the  whole  city. 

15  And  the  priests  prostrated  themselves  before  the 
aitar  in  their  priests'  vestments,  and  called  upon  him  from 
heaven,  who  made  the  law  concerning  things  given  to  be 
kept,  that  he  would  preserve  them  safe,  for  them  that  bad 
leposited  tliem. 

16  Now  whosoever  saw  the  countenance  of  the  high 
priest,  was  wounded  in  heart :  for  his  face,  and  the 
changing  of  his  colour,  declared  the  inward  sorrow  of  '.is 

mind.  yfl^f"  ' r~ 

17  For  the  man  was  so  compassed  with  sadness  and 
horror  of  the  body,  that  it  was  manifest  to  them  that  be- 
held him,  what  sorrow  lie  had  in  his  heart 

18  0 there  also  came  flocking  together  out  of  their 
houses,  praying  and  making  public  supplication,  because 
the  place  was  like  to  come  into  contempt. 


Ver.  4.  Overseer  for  repairs,  which  laics  might  be  (2  Par.  xxxiv.  8.  C-);  ox 
Simon  was  advocate,  (Grot.,;  like  the  Church  defenders,  so  often  mentioned  in  the 
souncil*.  C.—  To  bring.    Gr.  *'  about  disorder  in  the  city."  H. 

Ver.  5.    Apollonius,  whom  Jotiurhas  defeated,  1  Mac.  x.  G9. 

Ver.  P.    Store.    He  knew  that  the  king  provided  vietiras. 

Vbr.  7.  Affair*.  Gr.  Horn.  Some  copies  read  "effects,"  or  money.  All 
this  is  related  of  Apollonius.  4  Mac.  i. 

Ver.  10.    And  provisions  is  not  in  Gr.  or  Syr.  C. — Something  was  to  be  given 
(or  such  feasts  (Deut.  xiv.  23.  Lyr.-  M.) ;  or  people  deposited  iu  the  temple  their 
treasures ;  as  all  nations  have  judged  that  they  would  be  there  most  secure. 
Grot.  T.  C. 
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19  And  the  women,  girded  with  haircloth  about  theii 
breasts,  came  together  in  the  streets.  And  the  virgins 
also  that  were  shut  up,  came  forth,  some  to  Onias,  and 
some  to  the  walls,  and  others  looked  out  of  the  windows. 

20  And  all  holding  up  their  hands  towards  heaven, 
made  supplication. 

21  For  the  expectation  of  the  mixt  multitude,  and  o* 
the  high  priest,  who  was  in  an  agony,  would  have  moved 
any  one  to  pity. 

22  And  these  indeed  called  upon  Almighty  God,  to 
preserve  the  things  that  had  been  committed  to  them,  safe 
and  sure  for  those  that  had  committed  them. 

23  But  Heliodorus  executed  that  which  he  had  re- 
solved on,  himself  being  present  in  the  same  place  with 
his  guard  about  the  treasury. 

24  But  the  spirit  of  the  Annighty  God  gave  a  great 
evidence  of  his  presence,  so  that  all  that  had  presumed  to 
obey  him,  falling  down  by  the  power  of  God,  were  struck 
with  fainting  and  dread. 

25  For  there  appeared  to  them  a  horse,  with  a  terrible 
rider  upon  him,  adorned  with  a  very  rich  covering :  and 
he  ran  fiercely  and  struck  Heliodorus  with  his  fore-feet, 
and  he  that  sat  upon  him  seemed  to  have  armour  of  gold. 

26  Moreover  there  appeared  two  other  young  men, 
beautiful  and  strong,  bright  and  glorious,  and  in  comely 
apparel :  who  stood  by  him,  on  either  side,  and  scourged 
him  without  ceasing  with  many  stripes. 

27  And  Heliodorus  suddenly  fell  to  the  ground,  and 
they  took  him  up,  covered  with  great  darkness,  and 
having  put  him  into  a  litter,  they  carried  him  out. 

28  So  he  that  came  with  many  servants,  and  all  bit 
guard,  into  the  aforesaid  treasury,  was  carried  out,  no  one 
being  able  to  help  him,  the  manifest  power  of  God  being 
known.  -    -w-  '  ^ 

29  And  he  indeed,  by  the  power  of  God,  lay  speech 
less,  and  without  all  hope  of  recovery. 

30  But  they  praised  the  Lord,  because  he  had  glorified 
his  place :  and  the  temple,  that  a  little  before  was  full  ol 
fear  and  trouble,  when  the  Almighty  Lord  appeared,  was 
rilled  with  joy  and  gladness. 

31  Then  some  of  the  friends  of  Heliodorus  forthwith 
:  begged  of  Onias.  that  he  would  call  upon  the  Most  High 

to  grant  him  his  life,  who  was  ready  to  give  up  the  ghost. 

32  So  the  high  priest,  considering  that  the  king  might 
perhaps  suspect  that  some  mischief  had  been  done  to 
Heliodorus  by  the  Jews,  offered  a  sacrifice  of  health  foi 
the  recovery  of  the  man. 

33  And  when  the  high  priest  was  praying,  the  same 
young  men  in  the  same  clothing  stood  by  Heliodorus,  and 
said  to  him  :  Give  thanks  to  Onias,  the  priest :  because  for 
his  sake  the  Lord  hath  granted  thee  life. 


Vjsk.  11.  Tobias,  or  rather  "son  of  Joseph,  and  grandson  of  Tobias."  Job 
Ant.  xii.  4- 

Ver.  12.    Done.    It  was  contrary  to  justice. 

Ver.  19.  Shut  up.  Hence  they  were  styled  alamoth,  "hidden."  till  the; 
were  married.  Nothing  could  give  a  better  idea  of  the  distress  of  the  city.  C — 
Walls  of  the  temple,  which  they  were  not  allowed  to  pass.  M. — The  Uty  seemed 
to  be  taken  by  an  enemy.  C. 

Ver.  21.  Expectation,  Or.  "prostration."  H. — It  was  not  unusual  to  s*» 
the  Jews  fall  prostrate  on  such  occasions,  to  move  God  or  the  enemv  to  pitv,  ver 
15;  Judith  iv.  9.  C. 

Ver.  24.    Obey.    Gr.  "attend."    They  designed  t   p'under,  but  in  Tain.  H 


Chap.  IV. 

34  And  thou  having  been  scourged  by  God,  declare 
anto  all  men  the  great  works  and  the  power  of  God. 
And  having  spoken  thus,  they  appeared  no  more. 

35  So  Heliodorus,  after  he  had  offered  a  sacrifice  to 
God,  and  made  great  vows  to  him,  that  had  granted  him 
life,  and  given  thanks  to  Onias,  taking  his  troops  with 
iiim,  returned  to  the  king. 

36  And  he  testified  to  all  men  the  works  of  the  great 
God,  which  he  had  seen  with  his  own  eyes. 

37  And  when  the  king  asked  Heliodorus,  who  might 
be  a  fit  man  to  be  sent  yet  once  more  to  Jerusalem,  he 
said : 

38  If  thou  hast  any  enemy,  or  traitor  to  thy  kingdom, 
send  him  thither,  and  thou  shalt  receive  him  again 
scourged,  if  so  be  he  escape  :  for  there  is  undoubtedly  in 
that  place  a  certain  power  of  God. 

39  For  he  that  hath  his  dwelling  in  the  heavens,  is  the 
visiter  and  protector  of  that  place,  and  he  striketh  and 
destroy eth  them  that  come  to  do  evil  to  it. 

40  And  the  things  concerning  Heliodorus,  and  the 
keeping  of  the  treasury,  fell  out  in  this  manner. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Onias  has  recourse  to  the  king.    T)ie  ambition  and  wickedness  of  Jason  and 
Jfenelaus.    Onias  is  treacherously  murdered. 

"IZ^UT  Simon,  of  whom  we  spoke  before,  who  was  the 

J3  betrayer  of  the  money,  and  of  his  country,  spoke  ill 
of  Onias,  as  though  he  had  incited  Heliodorus  to  do  these 
things,  and  had  been  the  promoter  of  evils : 

2  And  he  presumed  to  call  him  a  traitor  to  the  king- 
dom, who  provided  for  the  city,  and  defended  his  nation, 
and  was  zealous  for  the  law  of  God. 

3  But  when  the  enmities  proceeded  so  far,  that  murders 
also  were  committed  by  some  of  Simons  friends  : 

4  Onias,  considering  the  danger  of  this  contention,  and 
that  Apollonius,  who  was  the  governor  of  Celesyria,  and 
Phenicia,  was  outrageous,  which  increased  the  malice  of 
Simon,  went  to  the  king, 

5  Not  to  be  an  accuser  of  his  countrymen,  but  with  a 
view  to  the  common  good  of  all  the  people. 

6  For  he  saw  that,  except  the  king  took  care,  it  was 
impossible  that  matters  should  be  settled  in  peace,  or  that 
Simon  would  cease  from  his  folly. 

7  But  after  the  death  of  Seleucus,  when  Antiochus, 
who  was  called  the  Illustrious,  had  taken  possession  of  the 
kingdom,  Jason,  the  brother  of  Onias,  ambitiously  sought 
the  high  priesthood  : 

8  "And  went  to  the  king,  promising  him  three  hundred 

■  A.  M.  3629,  A.  C.  175. 

Ver.  30.  Visiter.  Gr.  "epopt,"  (H.)  or  inspector.  C— So  those  who  had 
Jie  care  of  a  thing  were  styled.  H. 

CHAP.  IV.  Ver.  1.  Evils.  Thus  traitors  generally  calumniate  good  go- 
vernors. W. 

Ver.  2.     To  the.    Gr.  "of  the  affairs,  who  was  the  benefactor  of  the 

etty."  H. 

Ver.  4.    King.    Philopator,  (MO  who  knew  the  real  state  of  the  matter. 

Ver.  7.    Antiochus  Epiphanes,  who  usurped  the  crown.  Chap.  L  11. 

Ver.  9.  Youth,  under  fourteen,  to  exercise.  Vitruv.  t.  11. — Jason  wished  to 
make  his  countrymen  adopt  the  pai^an  customs,  which  tended  to  corrupt  their 
morals.  Ver.  12.  C. — Antiochians,  to  please  the  vanity  of  Antiochus,  (Serar.,)  or 
int  they  might  enjoy  the  like  privileges.  Salieu.  M. 

Ver.  10.    Jtule,  as  high  priQst  Ver.  21  and  50. 

Ver.  11     Alliance,  afterwards  under  Judas.   1  Mac.  riii.  17.  C. — John  had 
procured  real  advantages  for  the  city.  M. 
VBR.  13     -Vow     Gr.  "  ThuK  it  was  the  height  of  Hellenism,  and  the  increase 
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Chat.  IV. 

and  sixty  talents  of  silver,  and  out  of  other  revenues  four- 
score talents. 

9  Besides  this  he  promised  also  a  hundred  and  fifty 
more,  if  he  might  have  licence  to  set  him  up  a  place  i'or 
exercise,  and  a  place  for  you'll,  and  to  entitle  them,  that 
were  at  Jerusalem,  Antiochians. 

10  b Which  when  the  king  had  granted,  and  he  had 
gotten  the  rule  into  his  hands,  forthwith  he  began  to  bring 
over  his  countrymen  to  the  fashion  of  the  heathens. 

11  And  abolishing  those  things,  which  had  been  de- 
creed of  special  favour  by  the  kings  in  behalf  of  the  Jews, 
by  the  means  of  John,  the  father  of  that  Eupolemns,  who 
went  ambassador  to  Rome  to  make  amity  and  alliance,  he 
disannulled  the  lawful  ordinances  of  the  citizens,  and 
brought  in  fashions  that  were  perverse. 

12  For  he  had  the  boldness  to  set  up,c  under  the  very 
castle,  a  place  of  exercise,  and  to  put  all  the  choicest 
youths  in  brothel  houses. 

13  Now  this  was  not  the  beginning,  but  an  increase, 
and  progress  of  heathenish  and  foreign  manners,  through 
the  abominable  and  unheard  of  wickedness  of  Jason,  that 
impious  wretch,  and  no  priest. 

14  insomuch  that  the  priests  were  not  now  occupied 
about  the  offices  of  the  altar,  but  despising  the  temple 
and  neglecting  the  sacrifices,  hastened  to  be  partakers  ol 
the  games,  and  of  the  unlawful  allowance  thereof,  and  of 
the  exercise  of  the  discus. 

15  And  setting  nought  by  the  honours  of  their  fathers, 
they  esteemed  the  Grecian  glories  for  the  best : 

16  For  the  sake  of  which  they  incurred  a  dangerous 
contention,  and  followed  earnestly  their  ordinances,  and 
in  all  things  they  coveted  to  be  like  them,  who  were  their 
enemies  and  murderers. 

17  For  acting  wickedly  against  the  laws  of  God  doth 
not  pass  unpunished :  but  this  the  time  following  will 
declare. 

18  Now  when  the  game  that  was  used  every  fifth  year 
was  kept  at  Tyre,  the  king  being  present, 

19  The  wicked  Jason  sent  from  Jerusalem  sinful  men, 
to  carry  three  hundred  didrachmas  of  silver  for  the  sacn 
flee  of  Hercules ;  but  the  bearers  thereof  desired  it  might 
not  be  bestowed  on  the  sacrifices,  because  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary, but  might  be  deputed  for  other  charges. 

20  So  the  money  was  appointed  by  him  that  sent  it  to 
the  sacrifice  of  Hercules  :  but  because  of  them  that  carried 
it  was  employed  for  the  making  of  galleys. 

21  Now  when  Apollonius,  the  son  of  Mnestheus,  was 

'•  A.  M.  3530. — «  1  Mac.  i.  16. 

of  foreign  customs  through,"  Szc  No  priest.    He  did  not  deserve  the  title,  thoug> 

he  was  really  a  descendant  of  Aaron.    Gr.  "  not  high  priest."  II. 

Vjsr.  H.  Temple.  Where  true  religion  is  abolished,  most  people  follow  none , 
bnt  rather  apply  themselves  to  vanity  and  worse  sins.  W. — Allowance.  They  con- 
tributed money,  (Grot.,)  or  rather  strove  to  obtain  the  prize.  C — Discus:  l<  6 
round  stone,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle."  Prot  niurg.  H. 

Ver.  15.    Glories ;  the  honour  of  being  gym  nasi  arch,  or  agonotheto.  C. 

Ver.  16.  Dangerous.  Gr.  "  misery,  and  those  whose  institutes  they  Iffrwilj 
adopted,  and  whom  in  all  they  wished  to  resemble,  the  same  they  found  Jheir 
onemies  and  chustisers."  H. — God  thus  punished  (C.)  their  perfidy.  H. 

Ver.  19.  Sinful.  Gr.  "  spectators,  being  Antiochians,  to  carry  300  drachmas.' 
H. — Didrachmas,  or  double  drachmas  of  Alexandria,  which  amount  ont  to 
one  Itoman.  Hence  Greek  interpreters  generally  express  thus  the  h*lf  oiclo.— 
Silrvr,  or  money  (C.) ;  gold.  11. — Thus  the  value  would  be  fourteen  times 
greater.  C. 

Ver.  20.    Galleys,  or  adorning  them  for  the  sports.    The  depute  mm 
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sent  into  Egypt  to  treat  with  the  nobles  of  kins;  Philome- 
tor,  and  Antiochu*  understood  that  he  was  wholly  ex- 
cluded from  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  consulting  his  own 
interest,  he  departed  thence  and  came  to  Joppe,  and  from 
thence  to  Jerusalem. 

22  Where  he  was  received  in  a  mafrnificent  manner  by 
Jason,  and  the  city,  and  came  in  with  torch-lights,  and 
ivith  praises,  and  from  thence  he  returned  with  his  army 
into  Phenicia.  1 

23  Three  years  afterwards  Jason  sent  Menelaus,  brother 
of  the  aforesaid  Simon,  to  carry  money  to  the  king,  and 
to  bring  answers  from  him  concerning  certain  necessary 
affairs.  ' ' '  ^  ' 

24  But  he  being  recommended  to  the  king,  when  he 
had  magnified  the  appearance  of  his  power,  got  the  high 
priesthood  for  himself,  by  offering  more  than  Jason  by 
three  hundred  talents  of  silver. 

25  So  having  received  the  king's  mandate,  fie  returned, 
bringing  nothing  worthy  of  the  high  priesthood :  but 
Saving  the  mind  of  a  cruel  tyrant,  and  the  rage  of  a 
ravage  beast. 

26  Then  Jason,  who  had  undermined  his  own  brother, 
being  himself  undermined,  was  driven  out  a  fugitive  into 
the  country  of  the  Ammonites. 

27  So  Menelaus  got  the  principality :  but  as  for  rue 
money  he  had  promised  to  the  king,  he  took  no  care, 
when  Sostratus,  the  governor  of  the  castle,  called  for  it. 

28  'For  to  him  appertained  the  gathering  of  the  taxes : 
wherefore  they  were  both  called  before  the  king. 

29  And  Menelaus  was  removed  from  the  priesthood, 
Lysimachus,  his  brother,  succeeding :  and  Sostratus  was 
made  governor  of  the  Cyprians. 

30  When  these  things  were  in  doing,  it  fell  out  that 
"hey  of  Tharsus.  and  Mallos,  raised  a  sedition,  because 
they  were  given  for  a  gift  to  Antiochis,  the  king's  con- 
cubine. 

31  The  king  therefore,  went  in  all  haste  to  appease 
diem,  leaving  Andronicus.  one  of  his  nobles,  for  his  deputy. 

32  Then  Menelaus  supposing  that  he  had  found  a  con- 
venient time,  having  stolen  certain  vessels  of  gold  out  of 
the  temple,  gave  them  to  Andronicus,  and  others  he  had 
-old  at  Tyre,  and  in  the  neighbouring  cities : 

33  Which  when  Onias  understood  most  certainly,  he 
^eproved  him,  keeping  himself  in  a  safe  place  at  Antioch, 
beside  Daphne. 

34  Whereupon  Menelaus  coming  to  Andronicus,  de- 
»red  him  to  kill  Onias.  And  he  went  to  Onias,  and  gave 
dm  his  right  hand  with  an  oath,  and  (though  he  were 


•  A.  M.  3831,  A-  C.  \70. 


Villained  to  comply  with  Jason's  order ;  or  they  judged  this  use  of  the  money 
more  agreeable  to  the  king.  0. — Go  to  1  Mac.  i.  17.  W. 

Ver.  SI.  Trent.  Gr.  "  when  king  Ptolemy  Philomptor  ascended  the  throne ;" 
rpurojcXwwt.  H . — Grorins  would  substitute  irpwrorovpia,  the  first  hair  cutting," 
which  was  u  great  festival,  th*  hair  being  presented  to  some  deitv.  Cleopatra  died 
'his  year,  A.  3831. 

Ver.  22.,   Lights,  usual  in  testimony  of  joy.  C. 

Ver.  23.  brother,  and  of  course  a  Jlenjamite.  so  that  the  usurpation  was 
doubly  criminal.  T. — But  5.  Tho.  Petau,  .tc.  suppose  that  he  resembled  .Simon  in 
truiii,  or  was  his  hrother-in-law.  H. — By  the  law,  those  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin 
L-ijiild  not  be  priests.  Thus  the  succession  was  broken  and  restored  in  Mathathias. 
I  Mac  ii.  W. 

Ver.  29.  Succeeding  to  the  high  priesthood.  (Gr.  H.)  after  the  death  of  Me- 
nelaus. .los. — Yet  some  think  ho  was  only  his  "vicar."  itacoxov,  (Grot.  Usher.) 
turf  be  seems  never  to  have  been  recognised.  O 
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suspected  by  him)  persuaded  him  to  come  forth  out  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  immediately  i)ew  him,  without  any  regard 

to  justice. 

35  For  which  cause  not  only  the  Jews,  but  also  the 
other  nations,  conceived  indignation,  and  were  much 
grieved  for  the  unjust  murder  of  so  great  a  man. 

36  And  when  the  king  was  come  back  from  the  place" 
of  Cilicia,  the  Jews  that  were  at  Antioch,  and  also  th" 
Greeks,  went  to  him :  complaining  of  the  unjust  murdei 
of  Onias. 

37  Antiochus,  therefore,  was  grieved  in  his  mind  foi 
Onias.  and  being  moved  to  pity,  shed  tears,  remembering 
the  sobrietv  and  modestv  of  the  deceased. 

38  And  being  inflamed  to  anger,  he  commanded  An- 
dronicus to  be  stripped  of  his  purple,  and  to  he  led  about 
through  all  the  city :  and  that  in  the  same  place  wherein 
he  had  committed  the  impiety  against  Onias,  the  sacri- 
legious wretch  should  be  put  to  death,  the  Lord  repay;  Pg 
him  his  deserved  punishment. 

39  Now  when  many  sacrileges  had  been  committed  bj 
Lysimachus  in  the  temple,  by  the  counsel  of  Menelaus, 
and  the  rumour  of  it  was  spread  abroad,  the  multitude 
gathered  themselves  together  against  Lysimachus.  a  great 
quantity  of  gold  being  already  carried  away. 

40  Wherefore  the  multitude  making  an  insurrection, 
and  their  minds  being  filled  with  anger,  Lysimachus  armca 
about  three  thousand  men,  and  began  to  use  violence,  one 
Tyrannus  being  captain,  a  man  far  gone  both  in  age  and 
in  madness. 

41  But  when  they  perceived  the  attempt  of  Lysima- 
chus, some  caught  up  stones,  some  strong  clubs,  and  some 
threw  ashes  upon  Lysimachus. 

42  And  many  of  them  were  wounded,  and  some  struck 
down  to  the  ground,  but  all  were  put  to  flight :  and  as  for 
the  sacrilegious  fellow  himself  they  slew  him  beside  the 
treasury. 

43  Now  concerning  these  matters,  an  accusation  was 
laid  against  Menelaus. 

44  And  when  the  king  was  come  to  Tyre,  three  men 
were  sent  from  the  ancients  to  plead  the  cause  before  him. 

45  B  Menelaus  being  convicted,  promised  Ptolemee 
to  give  •  m  much  money  to  persuade  the  king  to  favour 
him. 

46  So  Ptolemee  went  to  the  king  in  a  certain  court 
where  he  was,  as  it  were  to  cool  himself,  and  brought  him 
to  be  of  another  mind  : 

47  So  Menelaus,  who  was  cmiltv  of  all  the  evil,  was 
acquitted  by  him  of  the  accusations  :  and  those  poor  men. 
who,  if  they  had  pleaded  their  cause  even  before  Scy- 

VbR.  :30.    Mattos,  in  Cilicia, 

Ver.  32.  Temple,  lie  was  no  longer  there,  but  Lyimachus  complied  with 
his  orders,  (C.)  ver.  39.  nr  Menelaus  had  taken  the  vessels  with  him.  H. 

Ver.  33.  Daphne.  This  was  a  t'amons  asylum,  to  which  Onias  retreated 
without  worshipping  Apollo,  lie  had  gone  to  Antioch  to  answer  tho  calumnies  ffl 
Pinion;  and  though  Jason  got  his  place,  (C.)  the  king  could  not  help  respectine 
him,  (H.)  and  wept  at  his  death.  This  is  the  highest  praise  of  Onias,  as  even  such 
a  monster  acknowledged  his  merit.  C- 

Ver.  35.  Man.  The  people,  (W.)  and  even  the  king,  admired  his  solid 
piety.    Thus  (H.)  the  Tyrians  buried  tho  innocent.  Ver.  49."  W. 

Ver.  41.  Ashes.  Gr.  adds,'"  lying  there,"  (H.)  in  tho  temple,  near  the  altar, 
or  in  the  place  assigned  for  them.  Lev.  i.  16.  C. 

Ver.  45.  Ptolemee,  the  son  of  Dorymenns,  a  favourite  of  the  king,  (Ch.) 
whose  perfidv  had  procured  him  the  government  of  Celoeyria.  Cbao.  t  3,  and  1 
Mac.  iii. 
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tmans,  should  have  been  judged  innocent,  were  con- 
demned to  death. 

48  Thus  they  that  prosecuted  the  cause  for  the  city, 
and  for  the  people,  and  the  sacred  vessels,  did  soon  suffer 
unjust  punishment. 

49  Wherefore  even  the  Tyrians,  being  moved  with 
indignation,  were  liberal  towards  their  burial. 

50  And  so  through  the  covetousness  of  them  that  were 
in  power,  Menelaus  continued  in  authority,  increasing  in 
malice  to  the  betraying  of  the  citizens. 

CHAP.  V. 

iVwderful  signs  are  seen  in  the  air.    Jason's  wickedness  and  end.  Antiochus 

takes  Jerusalem,  and  plunders  the  temple. 

ATa  the  same  time  Antiochus  prepared  for  a  second 
journey  into  Egypt. 

2  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  through  the  whole  city  of 
Jerusalem,  for  the  space  of  forty  days,  there  were  seen 
horsemen  running  in  the  air,  in  gilded  raiment,  and  armed 
with  spears,  like  bands  of  soldiers. 

3  And  horses  set  in  order  by  ranks,  running  one  against 
another,  with  the  shakings  of  shields,  and  a  multitude  of 
men  in  helmets,  with  drawn  swords,  and  casting  of  darts, 
and  glittering  of  golden  armour,  and  of  harnessesof  all  sorts. 

4  Wherefore  all  men  prayed  that  these  prodigies  mi^ht 
turn  to  good. 

5  Now  when  there  was  gone  forth  a  false  rumour,  as 
though  Antiochus  had  been  dead,  Jason  taking  with  him 
no  fewer  than  a  thousand  men,  suddenly  assaulted  the 
city  :  and  though  the  citizens  ran  together  to  the  wall, 
the  city  at  length  was  taken,  and  Menelaus  fled  into  the 
castle. 

6  But  Jason  slew  his  countrymen  without  mercy,  not 
considering  that  prosperity  against  one's  own  kindred,  is 
d  very  great  evil,  thinking  they  had  been  enemies,  and 
not  citizens,  whom  he  conquered. 

7  \et  he  did  not  get  the  principality,  but  received 
confusion  at  the  end,  for  the  reward  of  his  treachery,  and 
fled  again  into  the  country  of  the  Ammonites. 

8  At  the  last,  having  been  shut  up  by  Aretas,  the  king 
of  the  Arabians,  in  order  for  his  destruction,  flying  from 
city  to  city,  hated  by  all  men,  as  a  forsaker  of  the  laws 
and  execrable,  as  an  enemy  of  his  country  and  country- 
men, he  was  thrust  out  into  Egypt  : 

9  And  he  that  had  driven  many  out  of  their  country, 
perished  in  a  strange  land,  going  to  Lacedemon,  as  if  for 
kindred  sake  he  should  have  refuge  there  : 

10  But  he  that  had  cast  out  many  unburied,  was  him- 
self cast  forth  both  unlamented  and  unburied,  neither  hav- 
ing foreign  burial,  nor  being  partaker  of  the  sepulchre  of 
his  fathers. 


■  A.  M.  S834,  A.  C.  170. 


CHAP.  V.  Ver.  I.  Second.  After  lie  hud  sent  Apolloniu?,  ho  proceeded  no 
farther  than  Joppe  and  Jerusalem ;  being  perhaps  afraid  of  the  Romans.  Chap.  iv. 

Ver.  2.  Days.  These  things  were  not  seen  only  by  people  inclined  to  super- 
stition, or  for  a  short  time.  There  must  be  true  prodigies,  as  so  many  false  ones 
have  been  published.  C. 

Ver.  5.  Dead.  This  rumour  caused  much  evil  to  the  Jews.  Antiochus  was 
informed  that  they  had  rejoiced  at  the  news,  and  therefore  fell  upon  the  city. 

Ver.  6.    £cil,  as  the  numbers  are  thus  lessened. 

Ver.  8.  Shut  up  in  prison,  out  of  which  he  escaped  to  Egypt  (M.)  ;  or  he 
was  hard  pressed,  (C.)  or  accused.  Grot. 

Ver.  9.    Lacedemon.    Lit.  "the  Lacedemonians,"  (H.)  who  served  in  the 


11  Now  when  these  things  were  done,  the  king  su» 
pected  that  the  Jews  would  forsake  the  alliance  :  where 
upon  departing  out  of  Egypt  with  a  furious  mind,  he  cool 
the  city  by  force  of  arms, 

12  And  commanded  the  soldiers  to  kill,  and  not  to 
spare  any  that  came  in  their  way,  and  to  go  up  into  tiip 
houses  to  slay. 

13  Thus  there  was  a  slaughter  of  young  and  old,  a 
destruction  of  women  and  children,  and  killing  of  virgins 
and  infants. 

14  And  there  were  slain  in  the  space  of  three  whole 
days  fourscore  thousand,  forty  thousand  were  made  prison- 
ers, and  as  many  sold. 

15  But  this  was  not  enough,  he  presumed  also  to  entei 
into  the  temple,  the  most  holy  in  all  the  world,  Menelaus, 
that  traitor  to  the  laws,  and  to  his  country,  being  hi* 
guide. 

16  And  taking  in  his  wicked  hands  the  holy  vessels 
which  were  given  by  other  kings  and  cities,  lor  the  orna 
ment  and  the  glory  of  the  place,  he  unworthily  handle*, 
and  profaned  them. 

17  Thus  Antiochus  going  astray  in  mind,  did  not  C0P- 
sider  that  God  was  angry  for  a  while,  because  of  the  sh*s 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  :  and  therefore  this  contempt 
had  happened  to  the  place  : 

18  Otherwise  had  they  not  been  involved  in  many 
sins,  bas  Heliodorus,  who  was  sent  by  king  Seleucus  to 
rob  the  treasury ;  so  this  man  also,  as  soon  as  he  had 
come,  had  been  forthwith  scourged,  and  put  back  from 
his  presumption. 

19  But  God  did  not  choose  the  people  for  the  places 
sake,  but  the  place  for  the  people's  sake. 

20  And,  therefore,  the  place  also  itself  was  made  par- 
taker of  the  evils  of  the  people  :  but  afterwards  shall  com- 
municate in  the  good  things  thereof,  and  as  it  was  for 
saken  in  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God,  shall  be  exalted 
again  with  great  glory,  when  the  great  Lord  shall  be  re- 
conciled. 

21  So  when  Antiochus  had  taken  away  out  of  the 
temple  a  thousand  and  eight  hundred  talents,  he  went 
back  in  all  haste  to  Antioch,  thinking  through  pride,  that 
he  might  now  make  the  land  navigable,  and  the  sea  pass 
able  on  foot :  such  was  the  haughtiness  of  his  mind. 

22  He  left  also  governors  to  afflict  the  people :  at  Jeru- 
salem, Philip,  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  but  in  manners  more 
barbarous  than  he  that  set  him  there : 

23  And  in  Garizim,  Andronicus  and  Menelaus,  who 
bore  a  more  heavy  hand  upon  the  citizens  than  the  rest. 

24  And  whereas  he  was  set  against  the  Jews,  he  sent 
that  hateful  prince,  Apollonius,  with  an  army  of  two  and 

b  Supra,  Hi  25,  and  27.  A.  M.  3S34,  A.  C.  170. 


army  of  Philometor.  Grot.— Kindred.  The  Spartans  sprung  from  Abraham.  1 
Mac.  xii.  2,  (W.)  21.  C. 

Ver.  11.  Alliance  with  him,  or  refuse  to  submit.  H. — The  enterprise  of  Jason, 
and  the  account  of  their  rejoicing,  made  him  form  this  judgment. 

Ver.  14.    Slain,  or  sold,  the  latter  amounting  to  one  half  of  the  80,000. 

Ver.  VJ.  Place.  Temples  and  victims  are  for  our  own  advantage  Isa.  i.  11 ; 
Jor.  vi.  20,  and  3  Kings  viii.  27.  God  has  often  suffered  sacred  places  to  be  pro- 
faned, when  piety  had  been  disregarded.  C. 

Vbr.  21.  Foot.  These  are  hyperbolical  expressions,  denoting  the  extrava- 
gance of  Epiphaues  after  victory. 

Ver.  23.  Garizim,  or  the  country  of  Samaria,  over  which  Andronicus  alona  was 
governor. — Who  bore.  Gr.  and  Sjt.  reads  in  the  singular,  as  this  regards  Mem  Mas 
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Chap.  VI. 


twenty  thousand  men,  commanding  him  to  kill  all  that 
were  of  perfect  age,  and  to  sell  the  women  and  the 
j  ounger  sort. 

25  Who,  when  he  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  pretending 
peace,  rested  till  the  holy  day  of  the  sabbath :  and  then 
the  Jews  keeping  holiday,  he  commanded  his  men  to 
take  arms. 

26  And  he  slew  all  that  were  come  forth  to  see :  and 
'Winning  through  the  city  with  armed  men,  he  destroyed 
&  very  great  multitude. 

27  But  Judas  Machabeus,  who  was  the  tenth,  had 
withdrawn  himself  into  a  desert  place,  and  there  lived 
amongst  wild  beasts  in  the  mountains  with  his  company : 
and  they  continued  feeding  on  herbs,  that  they  might  not 
be  partakers  of  the  pollution. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Antiochm  commands  the  law  to  be  abolished,  sets  up  an  idol  in  the  teinple,  and 
persecutes  the  faithful.    The  martyrdom  of  Eleazar. 

UT  not  long  after  the  king  sent1  a  certain  old  man 
of  Antioch,  to  compel  the  Jews  to  depart  from  the 
laws  of  their  fathers  and  of  God  : 

2  And  to  defile  the  temple  that  was  in  Jerusalem,  and 
to  call  it  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius :  and  that  in 
Garizim,  of  Jupiter  Hospitalis,  according  as  they  were 
that  inhabited  the  place. 

3  And  veiy  bad  was  this  invasion  of  evils,  and  grievous 

to  all. 

4  For  the  temple  was  full  of  the.  riot  and  revellings  of 
the  Gentiles  :  and  of  men  lying  with  lewd  women.  And 
women  thrust  themselves  of  their  accord  into  the  holy 
places,  and  brought  in  things  that  were  not  lawful. 

5  The  altar  also  was  filled  with  unlawful  things,  which 
were  forbidden  by  the  laws. 

6  And  neither  were  the  sabbaths  kept,  nor  the  solemn 
days  of  the  fathers  observed,  neither  did  any  man  plainly 
profess  himself  to  be  a  Jew. 

7  But  they  were  led  by  bitter  constraint  on  the  king's 
birth-day  to  the  sacrifices  :  and  when  the  feast  of  Bacchus 
was  kept,  they  were  compelled  to  go  about  crowned  with 
ivy  in  honour  of  Bacchus. 

8  And  there  went  out  a  decree  into  the  neighbouring 
r;ities  of  the  Gentiles,  by  the  suggestion  of  the  Ptolemeans, 


•  A.  M.  3637,  A.  C.  167. 


Vbr.  24.    He.    Syr.  "  Epiphanes." 

Ver.  26.    To  see,  or  celebrate  the  festival.  1  Mac.  i.  30,  kc.  C. 

Vbr.  27.  Was  the  tenth.  That  is,  he  had  nine  others  in  his  company.  Ch.— 
He  was  the  tenth  lawful  pontiff,  under  the  Greeks.  W. — Judas  is  specified,  be- 
cause he  was  the  most  renowned.  His  father  and  five  sons,  joined  by  four  others, 
retired  into  desert  places,  and  eat  what  they  could  find.  C. 

CHAP.  VI.  Ver.  1.  After,  A.  3837.— Old,  or  senator.  Gr.  "  Atheneus,"  or 
11  an  Athenian  senator." 

Ver.  2.  Olympius.  They  thought  this  idol  agreed  best  with  the  idea  of  the 
God  of  heaven,  changing  the  names  of  the  deities,  where  they  had  dominion. 
Other  nations  made  no  resistance :  but  the  Jews  knew  better.  C. — Garizim;  viz. 
the  temple  of  the  Samaritan*.  And  as  they  were  originally  strangers,  the  name  of 
Hospitalis  (which  signifies  of  or  belonging  to  strangers)  was  applicablo  to  the 
idol  set  up  in  their  temple.  Ch. 

Ver.  4.  Lewd.  Priests  on  duty  were  not  even  allowed  to  approach  to  their 
wives,  and  the  most  pure  women  had  no  right  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  temple. 
C. — And.    Gr.  "in  the  courts,  and  also  bringing  in  improper  things."  H. 

Ver.  6.  Jeio.  None  did  this  except  he  were  legally  questioned.  It  would 
have  unnecessarily  brought  on  a  persecution.  H. — The  very  name  was  become 
eriminal,  as  ihat  of  Christian  was  afterwards.  C. 

Ver.  7.    Sacrifices.    Gr.  a  each  month,  to  the  sacrifice  (and  feast)  of  entrails," 
fH.)  which  were  given  back  to  him  who  presented  the  victim.  Grot. — About. 
Gr.  "  to  follow  the  march  j "  iro/iirf  ve iv.  C— Prot.  "  to  go  in  procession  to 
Itecchufl,  carrying  ivy." 
**«8 


are 


that  they  also  should  act  in  like  manner  against  the  Jews 
to  oblige  them  to  sacrifice : 

9  And  whosoever  would  not  conform  themselves  to  tie 
ways  of  the  Gentiles,  should  be  put  to  death :  then  was 
misery  to  be  seen. 

10  bFor  two  women  were  accused  to  have  circumcised 
their  children :  whom,  when  they  had  openly  led  about 
through  the  city,  with  the  infants  hanging  at  their  breasts, 
they  threw  down  headlong  from  the  walls. 

1 1  And  others  that  had  met  together  in  caves  that  were 
near,  and  were  keeping  the  sabbath  day  privately,  being 
discovered  by  Philip,  were  burnt  with  fire,  because  they 
made  a  conscience  to  help  themselves  with  their  hands,  by 
reason  of  the  religious  observance  of  the  clay. 

12  Now  I  beseech  those  that  shall  read  this  book,  that 
they  be  not  shocked  at  these  calamities,  but  that  they  con- 
sider the  things  that  happened,  not  as  being  for  the  de- 
struction, but  for  the  correction  of  our  nation. 

13  For  it  is  a  token  of  great  goodness,  when  sinnari  i 
i  not  suffered  to  go  on  in  their  ways  for  a  lonjr  time1 

but  are  presently  punished. 

14  For,  not  as  with  other  nations,  (whom  the  Lord 
patiently  expecteth,  that  when  the  day  of  judgment  shall 
come,  he  may  punish  them  in  the  fulness  of  their  sins,) 

15  Doth  he  also  deal  with  us,  so  as  to  suffer  our  sins  to 
come  to  their  height,  and  then  take  vengeance  on  us. 

16  And  therefore  he  never  withdraweth  his  mercv  from 
us:  but  though  he  chastise  his  people  with  adversity,  he 
forsaketh  them  not. 

17  But  let  this  suffice  in  a  few  words  for  a  warning  to 
the  readers.    And  now  we  must  come  to  the  narration. 

18  Eleazar,  one  of  the  chief  of  the  scribes,  a  man  ad- 
vanced in  years,  and  of  a  comely  countenance,  was  pressed 
to  open  his  mouth  to  eat  swine's  flesh. 

19  But  he,  choosing  rather  a  most  glorious  death  than 
a  hateful  life,  went  forward  voluntarily  to  the  torment. 

20  And  considering  in  what  manner  he  was  come  to 
it,  patiently  bearing,  he  determined  not  to  do  any  unlaw- 
ful things  for  the  love  of  lite. 

21  But  they  that  stood  by,  being  moved  with  wicked 
pity,  for  the  old  friendship  they  had  with  the  man,  taking 
him  aside,  desired  that  flesh  might  be  brought  which  it 


t>  1  Mac.  1.  63. 


Ver.  8.  Ptolemeans,  who  resided  at  Ptolemaia.  C. — Most  Gr.  copies  havt 
Ptolemee.  Chap.  iv.  45.  H. — We  find  that  many  of  the  neighbouring  nations  in- 
vaded the  Jews,  but  were  repressed  by  Judas.  1  Mac.  v.  15. 

Ver.  10.  Women.  See  1  Mac.  i.  64,  kc.  C. — Besides  the  former  massacres 
(chap,  v.,)  four  great  martyrdoms  are  here  recorded:  first,  of  two  women,  with 
their  children;  second,  of  others  keeping  the  sabbath;  third,  of  Eleazar,  ninet\ 
years  old ;  and  fourthly,  of  the  seven  brethren,  with  their  mother.  Chap.  vii.  W. 

Ver.  11.  Philip,  the  governor  of  Jerusalem.  Ch.— Chap.  v.  22.  H.— See 
1  Mac.  ii.  31.  C. 

Vbr.  13.  Punished,  lest  they  should  become  Incorrigible.  When  God  neg- 
lects to  do  this,  his  anger  is  most  terrible.  Ezec.  xvi.  42.  C. 

Ver.  18.  Scribes:  a  priest.  S.  Amb. — He  suffered  at  Antioch,  before  the 
king.  Chap.  vii.  1.  Joseph.  1.  2. — The  Fathers  highly  extol  his  fortitude  and  vir- 
tue, stvling  him  the  father  of  the  seven  brothers,  and  the  protomartvr  ;f  the  old 
law.  C. 

Ver.  10.  Hateful.  Gr.  u  criminal  life,  and  went  first  of  his  own  accord  to  be 
bastlnaded;"  rvfL7ravi^ca0ai.  H. 

Ver.  20.    L\fe.    He  would  not  eat  swine's  flesh  to  6ave  it.  H. 

Ver.  21.  WicJicd  pity.  Their  pity  was  wicked,  inasmuch  as  it  suggested  thai 
wicked  proposal  of  saving  his  life  by  dissimulation.  Ch. — To  feign  or  make  out- 
ward show  of  consenting  to  a  false  religion,  is  never  lawful.  W. — Gr.  "They  were 
set  over  that  wicked  feast  or  sacrifice,"  07r\ayxviGptt>,  (H.)  in  which  the  en  trail* 
were  eaten.  C. — In  this  senso  the  term  is  used  ver.  7  and  8  by  the  Vulg.  Here 
pity  is  preferred,  as  the  men  seemed  to  be  actuated  by  it  H.— This  generou* 


Chap.  VII. 


II.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  VI  I. 


*vas  lawful  for  him  to  eat,  that  he  might  make  as  if  he 
had  eaten,  as  the  king  had  commanded,  of  the  flesh  of  the 

sacrifice : 

22  That  by  so  doing  he  might  be  delivered  from  death  ; 
and  for  the  sake  of  their  old  friendship  with  the  man,  they 

did  him  this  courtesy. 

23  But  he  began  to  consider  the  dignity  of  his  age,  1 
and  his  ancient  years,  and  the  inbred  honour  of  his  grey 
head,  and  his  good  life  and  conversation  from  a  child; 
and  he  answered  without  delay,  according  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  holy  law  made  by  God,  saying,  that  he 
would  rather  be  sent  into  the  other  world. 

24  For  it  doth  not  become  our  age,  said  he,  to  dissem- 
ble: whereby  many  young  persons  might  think  that 
Eleazar,  at  the  age  of  fourscore  and  ten  years,  was  gone 
over  to  the  life  of  the  heathens : 

25  And  so  they,  through  my  dissimulation,  and  for  a 
little  time  of  a  corruptible  life,  should  be  deceived,  and 
hereby  I  should  bring  a  stain  and  a  curse  upon  my  old 

age.  .  ...      .  . U        '  -   ,»  .jgLj 

26  For  though,  for  the  present  time,  I  should  be  de- 
livered from  the  punishments  of  men,  yet  should  I  not 
escape  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  neither  alive  nor  dead'. 

27  Wherefore,  by  departing  manfully  out  of  this  life,  I 
shall  show  myself  worthy  of  my  old  age  :  ' 

28  And  1  shall  leave  an  example  of  fortitude  to  young 
men,  if  with  a  ready  mind  and  constancy  I  suffer  an 
honourable  death,  for  the  most  venerable  and  most  holy 
laws.  And  having  spoken  thus,  he  was  forthwith  carried 
to  execution. 

29  And  they  that  led  him,  and  had  been  a  little  before 
more  mild,  were  changed  to  wrath  for  the  words  he  had 
spoken,  which  they  thought  were  uttered  out  of  arrogancy. 

30  But  when  he  was  now  ready  to  die  with  the  stripes, 
he  groaned,  and  said :  0  Lord,  who  hast  the  holy  know- 
ledge, thou  k  no  west  manifestly  that  whereas  I  might  be 
delivered  from  death,  I  suffer  grievous  pains  in  body: 
but  in  soul  am  well  content  to  suffer  these  things,  because 
[  fear  thee. 

31  Thus  did  the  man  die,  leaving  not  only  to  young 
men,  but  also  to  the  whole  nation,  the  memory  of  his 
death,  for  an  example  of  virtue  and  fortitude. 

CHAP.  VII. 

TJie  glorious  martyrdom  of  the  seven  brethren  and  their  mother. 

JT  'came  to  pass  also,  that  seven  brethren,  together  with 
their  mother,  were  apprehended,  and  compelled  by 
the  king  to  eat  swine's  flesh  against  the  law,  for  which 
end  they  were  tormented  with  whips  and  scourges. 

2  But  one  of  them,  who  was  the  eldest,  said  thus: 
What  wouldest  thou  ask,  or  learn  of  us?  we  are  ready  to 

•  A.  If.  3837,  A.  C.  167. 
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martyr  would  not  scandalize  the  weak,  by  doing  a  thing  in  itself  lawful,  which 
would  have  been  deemed  a  prevarication.  He  was  guided  by  those  excellent 
maxims  which  Christ,  S.  Paul,  and  S.  Saba  (Mart.  Ap.  12)  have  inculcated  and 
practised.  Matt,  xviii.  7,  and  Rom.  xiv.  14,  and  1  Cor.  viii.  *,  10.  C. 

Ver.  23.  The  other.  Lit.  ''hell,"  or  the  grave.  H. — Under  the  old  law 
the  saints  could  not  enter  heaven,  but  at  their  departure  wore  detained  in 
Umbo.  W. 

Vbr.  26.  Vend.  Nothing  could  be  more  express  for  the  torments  tfftcr  death. 
As  the  time  of  the  Meseias  drew  near,  these  truths  were  more  developed.  Chap. 
Tii.  9;  Wisd.  v.  16;  Psal.  i.  6.  C.  Grot.  Matt.  xii.  32. 

CHAP.  VII.  Vkr.  1.  Scourges,  made  of  leather  thongs ;  taureis.  II.— These 
teethtcn  are  styled  Machabees ;  as  Judas  rendered  this  name  so  famous,  that  all 


die,  rather  than  to  transgress  the  laws  of  God,  received 
from  our  fathers. 

3  Then  the  king  being  angry,  commanded  frying-pans 
and  brazen  cauldrons  to  be  made  hot :  which  forthwith 

being  heated, 

4  He  commanded  to  cut  out  the  tongue  of  him  that 
had  spoken  first :  and  the  skin  of  his  head  being  drawn 
off,  to  chop  off  also  the  extremities  of  his  hands  and  feet, 
the  rest  of  his  brethren  and  his  mother  looking  on. 

5  And  when  he  was  now  maimed  in  all  parts,  he  com 
manded  him,  being  yet  alive,  to  be  brought  to  the  fire 
and  to  be  fried  in  the  frying-pan  :  and  while  he  was  suffer 
ing  therein  long  torments,  the  rest,  together  with  the 
mother,  exhorted  one  another  to  die  manfully, 

6  Saying :  The  Lord  God  will  look  upon  the  truth, 
and  will  take  pleasure  in  us,b  as  Moses  declared  in  the 
profession  of  the  canticle  :  And  in  his  servants  he  will  take 
pleasure. 

7  So  when  the  first  was  dead  after  this  manner,  they 
brought  the  next  to  make  him  a  mocking-stock  :  and 
when  they  had  pulled  off  the  skin  of  his  head  with  the  hair, 
they  asked  him  if  1&  would  eat,  before  he  were  punished 
throughout  the  whole  body  in  every  limb. 

8  But  he  answered  in  his  own  language,  and  said :  1 
will  not  do  it.    Wherefore  he  also,  in  the  next  place,  re 
ceived  the  torments  of  the  first: 

9  And  when  he  was  at  the  last  gasp,  he  said  thus: 
Thou  indeed,  0  most  wicked  man,  destroyest  us  out  oi 
this  present  life :  but  the  King  of  the  world  will  raise  us 
up,  who  die  for  his  laws,  in  the  resurrection  of  eternal  life. 

10  After  him  the  third  was  made  a  mocking-stock,  and 
when  he  was  required,  he  quickly  put  forth  his  tongue, 
and  courageously  stretched  out  his  hands  : 

11  And  said  with  confidence:  These  I  have  from 
heaven,  but  for  the  laws  of  God  I  now  despise  them, 
because  I  hope  to  receive  them  again  from  him. 

12  So  that  the  king,  and  they  that  were  with  him, 
wondered  at  the  young  man's  courage,  because  he  es- 
teemed the  torments  as  nothing.  . 

13  And  after  he  was  thus  dead,  they  tormented  the1 

fourth  in  the  like  manner. 

14  And  when  he  was  now  ready  to  die,  he  spoke  thus  . 
It  is  better,  being  put  to  death  by  men,  to  look  for  hope 
from  God,  to  be  raised  up  again  by  him ;  for,  as  to  thee, 
thou  shalt  have  no  resurrection  unto  life. 

15  And  when  they  had  brought  the  fifth,  they  tor- 
mented him.    But  he,  looking  upon  the  king, 

16  Said  :  Whereas  thou  hast  power  among  men,  though 
thou  art  corruptible,  thou  dost  what  thou  wilt :  but  think 
not  that  our  nation  is  forsaken  by  God. 


»  Deut.  xxii.  36. 


who  suffered  or  fought  valiantly  for  religion  in  those  times,  went  by  this  appella- 
tion.   The  tombs  of  these  martyrs  were  shown  at  Antioch.  C. 

Vbr.  6.  Pleasure.  Lit.  "be  comforted,"  as  the  Sept.  translute,  (II.)  Deal 
xxxii.  30.  It  may  imply  that  God  will  avenge  or  chastise  his  servants,  and  the* 
restore  them  to  favour.    This  latter  sense  is  here  adopted.  Ver.  3*. 

Vek.  8.  Language.  The  Jews  have  always  been  very  attentive  to  .fceir  own 
language,  though  they  be  forced  to  learn  others  for  the  sake  of  commerce,  md  tr 
hold  conversation  with  those  among  whom  they  live. 

Vek.  9.  Most  icicked.  The  martyrs  have  sometimes  bce:j  inspired  by  God  to 
speak  in  harsh  language  to  magistrates ;  though  their  office  generally  command* 
respect.  H. — Life.  The  resurrection  is  clearly  specified  in  all  these  answers.  The 
Redeemer  was  near  at  hand.  C.—Christiani  fuerunt  .  .  .factis.  S.  Aug.  Ser.  i.  S 
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17  But  stay  patiently  a  while,  and  thou  shalt  see  his 
great  power,  in  what  manner  he  will  torment  thee  and 
thy  seed. 

18  After  him  they  brought  the  sixth,  and  he  being 
ready  to  die,  spoke  thus  :  Be  not  deceived  without  cause ; 
for  we  suffer  these  things  for  ourselves,  having  sinned 
against  our  God,  and  things  worthy  of  admiration  are 
d  me  to  us/ 

19  But  do  not  think  that  thou  shalt  escape  unpunished, 
for  that  thou  hast  attempted  to  fight  against  God. 

20  Now  the  mother  was  to  be  admired  above  measure, 
and  worthy  to  be  remembered  by  good  men,  who  beheld 
her  seven  sons  slain  in  the  space  of  one  day,  and  bore  it 
with  a  good  courage,  for  the  hope  that  she  had  in  God : 

21  And  she  bravely  exhorted  every  one  of  them  in  her 
own  language,  being  filled  with  wisdom ;  and  joining  a 
man's  heart  to  a  woman's  thought, 

22  She  said  to  them  :  I  know  not  how  you  were  formed 
in  my  womb  ;  for  I  neither  gave  you  breath,  nor  soul,  nor 
life,  neither  did  I  frame  the  limbs  of  every  one  of  you. 

23  But  the  Creator  of  the  world,  that  formed  the  na- 
tivity of  man,  and  that  found  out  the  origin  of  all,  he  will 
restore  to  you  again,  in  his  mercy,  both  breath  and  life,  as 
uow  you  despise  yourselves  for  the  sake  of  his  laws. 

24  Now  Antiochus,  thinking  himself  despised,  and 
withal  despising  the  voice  of  the  upbraider,  when  the 
youngest  was  yet  alive,  did  not  only  exhort  him  by  words, 
but  also  assured  him  with  an  oath,  that  he  would  make  him 
a  rich  and  a  happy  man,  and,  if  he  would  turn  from  the 
laws  of  his  fathers,  would  take  him  for  a  friend,  and  furnish 
him  with  things  necessarv. 

25  But  when  the  young  man  was  not  moved  with  these 
things,  the  king  called  the  mother,  and  counselled  her  to 
deal  with  the  voun£  man  to  save  his  life. 

26  And  when  he  had  exhorted  her  with  many  words, 
she  promised  that  she  would  counsel  her  son. 

27  So  bending  herself  towards  him,  mocking  the  cruel 
tyrant,  she  said  in  her  own  language  :  My  son,  have  pity 
upon  me,  that  bore  thee  nine  months  in  my  womb,  and 
gave  thee  suck  three  years,  and  nourished  thee,  and 
brought  thee  up  unto  this  age. 

28  I  beseech  thee,  my  son,  look  upon  heaven  and  earth,  | 
and  all  that  js  hi  them,  and  consider  that  God  made  them 
out  of  nothing,  and  mankind  also  : 

29  So  thou  shalt  not  fear  this  tormentor,  but  being 
made  a  worthy  partner  with  thy  brethren,  receive  death, 
that  in  that  mercy  I  may  receive  thee  again  with  thy 
brethren. 

30  While  she  was  yet  speaking  these  words,  the  young 


VBB.  20.  Seven .  The  last  was  not  yet  dead :  but  he  was  before  this  was  writ- 
ten, so  that  the  mother's  praise  was  perfect.  H. 

7er.  24.  Des)>iMng.  Lit.  "  despising  the  voice  of  the  insulrer."  Gr.  "fear- 
ing or  perceiving;  that  the  speech  was  reproachful."  H. — Syr.  "turned  aside  not  to 
aear  the  reproaches,"  kc.  He  did  not  understand  Hebrew;  but  perceiving  the 
constancy  of  the  young  men,  he  thought  that  their  mother  exhorlcd  them  to  refuse 
compliance.  C. 

Ver.  26.  Promised.  A  promise  regards  something  good;  so  that  if  a  person 
ihould  even  bind  liimself  by  oath  to  do  evil,  he  must  refrain,  as  to  comply  would 
be  another  sin.  W. 

Ver.  23.    Nothing,  not  out  of  pre-existent  and  eternal  matter.  S.Aug.  Nat. 
Boni,  '20.  Rom.  k.  17. — So  God  can  reduce  all  to  nothing.  Chap,  viii,  18. 
Ver.  29.    Mercy,  in  eternity  of  bliss.  Ver.  23.  Syr.  C. 

"VlR.  36.    Life.    Gr.  "short  labour  of  eternal  life,  are  fallen  under  the  cove- 
nant of  God."  H.— They  enjsy  that  life  which  God  promised 
370 


man  said  :  For  whom  do  you  stay  ?  I  will  not  obey  the 
commandment  of  the  king,  but  the  commandment  of  the 
law  which  was  given  us  by  Moses. 

3 1  But  thou  that  hast  been  the  author  of  all  mischief 
against  the  Hebrews,  shalt  not  escape  the  hand  of  God. 

32  For  we  suffer  thus  for  our  sins. 

33  And  though  the  Lord,  our  God,  is  angry  with  us  & 
little  while,  for  our  chastisement  and  correction,  yet  he 
will  be  reconciled  again  to  his  servants. 

34  But  thou,  0  wicked,  and  of  all  men  most  flagitious, 
be  not  lifted  up  without  cause  with  vain  hopes,  whilst 
thou  art  raging  against  his  servants. 

35  For  thou  hast  not  yet  escaped  the  judgment  of  the 
Almighty  God,  who  beholdeth  all  things. 

36  For  my  brethren  having  now  undergone  a  short 
pain,  are  under  the  covenant  of  eternal  life :  but  thou,  by 
the  judgment  of  God,  shalt  receive  just  punishment  for  thy 
pride.  ^  :y  f*~' 

37  But  I,  like  my  brethren,  offer  up  my  life  and  rm 
body  for  the  laws  of  our  fathers :  calling  upon  God  to  bi 
speedily  merciful  to  our  nation,  ai.d  that  thou  by  torment* 
and  stripes  mayest  confess  that  he  alone  is  God. 

38  But  in  me,  and  in  my  brethren,  the  wrath  of  the 
Almighty,  which  hath  justly  been  brought  upon  all  oui 
nation,  shall  cease. 

39  Then  the  king  being  incensed  with  anger,  raged 
against  him  more  cruelly  than  all  the  rest,  taking  it 
grievously  that  he  was  mocked. 

40  So  th  is  man  also  died  undefiled,  wholly  trusting  in 
the  Lord. 

4 1  And  last  of  all,  after  the  sons,  the  mother  also  wai 
consumed. 

42  But  now  there  is  enough  said  of  the  sacrifices,  and 
of  the  excessive  cruelties. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Judas  Machabeus  gathering  an  army,  gains  divers  victories. 

BUT  'Judas  Machabeus,  and  they  that  were  with  him, 
went  privately  into  the  towns  :  and  calling  togethei 
their  kinsmen  and  friends,  and  taking  unto  them  such  ai 
continued  in  the  Jews  religion,  they  assembled  six  thou 
sand  men. 

2  And  they  called  upon  the  Lord,  that  he  would  look 
upon  his  people  that  was  trodden  down  by  all,  and  would 
have  pity  on  the  temple,  that  was  defiled  by  the  wicked : 

3  That  he  would  have  pity  also  upon  the  city  that  was 
destroyed,  that  was  ready  to  be  made  even  with  the 
ground,  and  would  hear  the  voice  of  the  blood  that  cried 
to  him  : 


*  A.  M.  3S38,  A.  C.  166. 


Ver.  37.    God.    This  was  accomplished,  ver.  17 ;  chap.  ix.  16. 


placed  herself  amid  the  dead  bodies,  and  begirod  of  God  to  release  her  soul ;  whitJ 
was  granted.  Arab.  Gorion. — But  most  believe  that  she  suffered  martyrdom  im 
mediately  after  lier  children.  Jos.  fee.—  The  Church  honoured  these  martyrs  fror. 
the  earliest  ages,  and  before  any  other  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Ver.  42.  Sacrifices.  Gr.  oirayxvtofiovc  Chap.  vi.  21.  H. — Read  1  Mar 
U.  1,  where  the  wars  begun  by  Muthathias,  und  prosecuted  by  Judas,  ars  re 
corded.  W. 

CHAP.  VIII.  Ver.  1.  Tmcns.  Lit.  "castles."  Gr.  "villages."  It  list 
means  a  town  or  village ;  and  at  this  time  Judas  chiefly  dwelt  in  the  des^e.  V 
— Many  particulars  of  this  war  are  found  1  Mac.  iii.  C. 

Ver.  2.    Lord.    Prayer  is  particularly  requisite  before  battle.  W. 


OHAP.  VIII. 


II.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  VIII. 


4  That  he  would  remember  also  the  most  unjust  deaths 
of  innocent  children,  and  the  blasphemies  offered  to  his 
name,  and  would  show  his  indignation  on  this  occasion. 

5  Now  when  Machabeus  had  gathered  a  multitude,  he 
sould  not  be  withstood  by  the  heathens :  for  the  wrath  of 
the  Lord  was  turned  into  mercy. 

6  So  coming  unawares  upon  the  towns  and  cities,  he 
set  them  on  fire,  and  taking  possession  of  the  most  com- 
modious places,  he  made  no  small  slaughter  of  the  ene- 
mies : 

7  And  especially  in  the  nights  he  went  upon  these  ex- 
peditions, and  the  fame  of  his  valour  was  spread  abroad 
every  where. 

8  Then  Philip  seeing  that  the  man  gained  ground  by 
little  and  little,  and  that  things  for  the  most  part  suc- 
ceeded prosperously  with  him,  "wrote  to  Ptolemee,  the 
governor  of  Celesyria  and  Phenicia,  to  send  aid  to  the 
king's  affairs. 

9  And  he  with  all  speed  sent  Nicanor,  the  son  of 
Patroclus,  one  of  his  special  friends,  giving  him  no  fewer 
than  twenty  thousand  armed  men  of  different  nations,  to 
root  out  the  whole  race  of  the  Jews,  joining  also  with  him 
Gorgias,  a  good  soldier,  and  of  great  experience  in  mat- 
ters of  war. 

10  And  Nicanor  purposed  to  raise  for  the  king  the 
tribute  of  two  thousand  talents,  that  was  to  be  given  to 
the  Romans,  by  making  so  much  money  of  the  captive 
Jews : 

11  Wherefore  he  sent  immediately  to  the  cities  upon 
the  sea  coast,  to  invite  men  together  to  buy  up  the  Jewish 
slaves,  promising  that  they  should  have  ninety  slaves  for 
one  talent,  not  reflecting  on  the  vengeance  which  was  to 
follow  him  from  the  Almighty. 

12  Now  when  Judas  found  that  Nicanor  was  coming, 
he  imparted  to  the  Jews  that  were  with  him,  that  the 
enemv  was  at  hand. 

13  And  some  of  them  being  afraid,  and  distrusting  the 
justice  of  God.  fled  away  : 

14  Others  sold  all  that  thev  had  left,  and  withal  be- 
sought  the  Lord,  that  he  would  deliver  them  from  the 
wicked  Nicanor.  who  had  sold  them  before  he  came  near 
them : 

15  And  if  not  for  their  sakes,  yet  for  the  covenant  that 
he  had  made  with  their  fathers,  and  for  the  sake  of  his 
holy  and  glorious  name  that  was  invoked  upon  them. 

16  But  Machabeus,  calling  together  seven  thousand 
that  were  with  him,  exnorted  them  not  to  be  reconciled 


■  Z-.M.  3839. 


Ver.  8.  Philip  seeing,  &c.  The  governor  of  Jerusalem  found  himself  unable 
co  contend  with  Judas,  especially  after  the  victories  he  had  obtained  over  Apollo- 
lins  and  Srron.  1  Sine.  ili.  Ch. 

Ver.  9.  2'wenty  thousand.  The  whole  number  of  the  forces  sent  at  that  time 
in'o  Jwlen,  was  forty  thousand  footmen  and  seven  thousand  horseman  (1  Mac.  Hi. 
30) ;  but  only  twenty  thousand  ore  here  taken  notice  of,  because  there  were  no 
more  with  Jfieanor  at  the  time  of  the  battle.  Ch. 

Veh.  10.  Talents.  So  much  the  king  was  in  arrear,  owing  to  his  prodigality. 
For  which  reason  he  was  gone  beyond  the  Euphrates  to  raise  money.  His  father 
had  to  pay  the  Romans  1.1,1)00  talents  in  twelve  years. 

Ver.  13.    Justice.    Gr.  Siktjv,  "vengeance"  (H.)  against  the  enemies.  C. 

Vrr.  in.  Seven  thousand.  In  the  Greek  it  is  jut  thousand.  But  then  three 
&onsand  of  them  had  no  arms.  1  Mac  iv.  6.  Ch. — Reconciled.  Gr.  "  con- 
itematcd  at,"  &c.  H. 

Ver,  20.  Gfilat>an&.  That  is,  the  Cauls,  who  having  ravaged  Italy  and 
Otoece,  poured  themselves  In  upon  Asia  in  immense  multitudes,  where  also  they 


to  the  enemies,  nor  to  fear  the  multitude  of  the  enemies 
who  came  wrongfully  against  them,  but  to  fight  man 
folly: 

17  Setting  before  their  eyes  the  injury  they  had  un 
justly  done  the  holy  place,  and  also  the  injury  they  had 
done  to  the  city,  which  had  been  shamefully  abused,  be- 
sides their  destroying  the  ordinances  of  the  fathers. 

18  For,  said  he,  they  trust  in  their  weapons,  and  in 
their  boldness :  but  we  trust  in  the  Almighty  Lord,  who 
at  a  beck  can  utterly  destrov  both  them  that  come  against 
us,  and  the  whole  world. 

19  Moreover,  he  put  them  in  mind  also  of  the  helps 
their  fathers  had  received  from  God : b  and  how,  under 
Sennacherib,  a  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  had 
been  destroyed. 

20  And  of  the  battle  that  they  had  fought  against  the 
Galatians.  in  Babylonia ;  how  they,  being  in  all  but  six 
thousand,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  and  the  Macedonians, 
their  companions,  were  at  a  stand,  slew  a  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand,  because  of  the  help  they  had  from 
heaven,  and  for  this  they  received  many  favours. 

21  With  these  words  they  were  greatly  encouraged, 
and  disposed  even  to  die  for  the  laws  of  their  country. 

22  So  he  appointed  his  brethren  captains  over  each 
division  of  his  army ;  Simon,  and  Joseph,  and  Jonathan, 
giving  to  each  one  fifteen  hundred  men. 

23  And  after  the  holy  book  had  been  read  to  them  by 
Esdras,  and  he  had  given  them  for  a  watch-word,  The 
help  of  God  :  himself  leading  the  first  band,  he  joined 
battle  with  Nicanor : 

24  And  the  Almighty  being  their  helper,  they  slew 
above  nine  thousand  men :  and  having  wounded  and  dis- 
abled the  greater  part  of  Nicanor's  army,  they  obliged 
them  to  fly. 

25  And  they  took  the  money  of  them  that  came  to 
buy  them,  and  they  pursued  them  on  every  side. 

26  But  thev  came  back  for  want  of  time :  for  it  was 
the  day  before  the  sabbath :  and  therefore  they  did  not 
continue  the  pursuit. 

27  But  when  they  had  gathered  together  their  arms 
and  their  spoils,  they  kept  the  sabbath  :  blessing  the  Lord 
who  had  delivered  them  that  day,  distilling  the  beginning 
of  mercy  upon  them. 

28  Then  after  the  sabbath  they  divided  the  spoils  to  the 
feeble  and  the  orphans,  and  the  widows :  and  the  rest  they 
took  for  themselves  and  their  servants. 

29  When  this  was  done,  and  they  had  all  made  a  com- 

■  4  Kinp  xix.  35:  Tob.  L  21;  EcclL  xlviii.  24;  I»  xxxvii.  36;  1  Mac.  vii.  41. 


founded  the  kingdom  of  G&Intia,  or  Gallo-Gmeeia.  Ch.— This  battle  is  no  where 
else  recorded  in  Scripture.  But  it  seems  to  allude  to  the  aid  given  to  Soter  by  the 
Jews,  (W.)  when  he  repulsed  the  Galatians.  Appian. — Six,  Gr.  "  eight  thousand." 
—  \Vhen.  Gr.  "with  four  thousand  Macedonians;  when  the  Macedonians  being 
at  a  stand,  the  six  thousand  (Grabe  substitutes  eUcht  thousand)  slew  twelve  my- 
riads," &c.  H. — Historians  have  not  specified  this  irruption,  us  it  had  no  furthei 
consequences. 

Ver.  23.  Esdras.  Gr.  and  Syr.  "  Eleazar; "  probably  the  brother  of  Juda*. 
Grotius  thinks  that  the  latter  read  the  account  of  the  death  of  Kleazar,  wJ-_.c 
most  be  understood  of  the  martyr,  (chap.  v.,)  as  the  brother  of  Jadas  w*s 
slain  under  iSupator. — Help.  So  he  specifies  the  victory  of  God.  Chap.  \"L 
15.  C. 

Ver.  24.    Above  nine  thousand,  viz.  including  the  three  thousand  slam  i& 
pursuit.  Ch. — Three  thousand  fell  on  the  field  of  battle.  1  Mac  iv.  15. 

Ver.  28.  Widows.  Judas  follows  the  spirit  rather  than  the  letter  of  the  l»w 
Nun".,  xxxi.  27  ;  Dent.  xiv.  21) 
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Chai  IX. 


mon  supplication,  they  besought  the  merciful  Lord,  to  be 
reconciled  to  his  servants  unto  the  end. 

30  Moreover,  they  slew  above  twenty  thousand  of  them 
that  were  with  Timotheus  and  Bacchides,  who  fought 
igainst  them,  and  they  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
high  strong  holds  :  and  they  divided  amongst  them  many 
-poils,  giving  equal  portions  to  the  feeble,  the  fatherless, 
-nd  the  widows;  yea,  and  the  aged  also. 

31  And  when  they  had  carefully  gathered  together 
■Jit  ir  arms,  they  laid  them  all  up  in  convenient  places,  and 
'he  residue  of  their  spoils  they  carried  to  Jerusalem  : 

32  They  slew  also  Philarches.  who  was  with  Timotheus, 
i  wicked  man,  who  had  many  ways  afflicted  the  Jews. 

33  And  when  they  kept  the  feast  of  the  victory  at 
Jerusalem,  they  burnt  Callisthenes,  that  had  set  fire  to  the 
holy  ^ates,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  certain  house, 
rendering  to  him  a  worthy  reward  for  his  impieties: 

34  Ikt  as  for  that  most  wicked  man,  Nicanor,  who 
had  brought  a  thousand  merchants  to  the  sale  of  the 

'Jews,  t^'^jr^r^BBK^T' '  'I^T  -V 

35  Beiiig,  through  the  help  of  the  Lord,  brought  down 
by  them,  of  whom  he  had  made  no  account,  laying  aside 
his  apparel  of  glory,  fleeing  through  the  midland  country, 
he  came  alone  to  Antioch,  being  rendered  very  unhappy 
by  the  destruction  of  his  army. 

36  And  he  that  had  promised  to  levy  the  tribute  for  the 
Romans,  by  the  means  of  the  captives  of  Jerusalem,  now 
professed  that  the  Jews  had  God  for  their  protector,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  be  hurt,  because  they  followed 
fhe  laws  appointed  by  him. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Hie  wretched  end,  and  fruitless  repentance  of  king  Antiochus. 

AT  that  time  Antiochus  returned  with  dishonour  out 
of  Persia. 

2  For  he  had  entered  into  the  city  called  Persepolis, 
and  attempted  to  rob  the  temple,  and  to  oppress  the  city : 
but  the  multitude  running  together  to  arms,  put  them  to 
flight:  and  so  it  fell  out  that  Antiochus  being  put  to 
flight,  returned  with  disgrace.  ° 

3  Now  when  he  was  come  about  Ecbatana.  he  received 
the  news  of  what  had  happened  to  Nicanor  and  Timo- 
theus. 

4  And  swelling  with  anger,  he  thought  to  revenue 
upon  the  Jews  the  injury  done  by  them  that  had  put  him 
to  flight.  _  And  therefore  he  commanded  his  chariot  to  be 
driven,  without  stopping  in  his  journey,  the  judgment  of 
heaven  urging  him  forward,  because  he  had  spoken  so 
proudly,  that  he  would  come  to  Jerusalem,  and  make  it  a 
common  burying-place  of  the  Jews. 


Ver.  30.  Timotheus.  Chap.  x.  24.  The  particulars  of  this  war  are  not  riven.  It 
*eems  to  have  taken  placo  after  the  temple  was  purified.  Ver.  31.  We  must  distin- 
guish this  fi«*t  war  from  another  mentioned  chap.  x.  24,  and  1  Mac.  v.  5.  Judas  de- 
lea  ted  auothoT  1  imothcus  beyond  the  Jordan.  Chap.  xli.  10,  and  1  Mac.  v  11  34  37 

a'a^-'  ^F2K$  M  !  &nQTal  C-— Weeing.  Gr.  «  like  a  fugitive/  having 
rendered  hiraseli  destitute,  he  came  through  the  midland  couutrv  to  Antioch,  above 
all  being  fortunatn  himself  in,"  &c.  H.  ' 

CHAP.  IX  Ver.  1.    At.    Head  1  Mac  iv.  28.  W.— Time,  A.  3840.  The 
motives  and  ill  success  of  this  journey  are  given  1  Mac.  iii.  31  and  vi  1  C 
u  If  Rn  2'tt  PerseP°li*;  otherwise  called  Elymais,  fCh.)  a  chief  (W.)'  «  city  of 
Persia."    ITeuee  £lymfis  may  be  called  Persepolis.  H. 

Vbr.  3.    Ecbatani*,  capital  of  Media.  C.  See  chap.  i.  16.  H. 

Vbb.  8.    Man.    Me  aeerns  to  have  claimod  Diviu*  honours,  ver.  12 :  cIied  v 
£1  and  ix.  8  ;  Dan.  xi.  38.  Arab.  C. 
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5  *  But  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  that  seeth  all  things, 
struck  him  with  an  incurable  and  an  invisible  plague. 
For  as  soon  as  lie  had  ended  these  words,  a  dreadful  pain 
in  his  bowels  came  upon  him,  and  bitter  torments  of  thf 
inner  parts.  _  .  < 

6  And  indeed  very  justly,  seeing  he  had  tormented  the 
bowels  of  others  with  many  and  new  torments,  albeit  he 
by  no  means  ceased  from  his  malice. 

7  Moreover,  being  filled  with  pride,  breathing  out  fire 
in  his  rage  against  the  Jews,  and  commanding  t\~  n;otter 
to  be  hastened,  it  happened  as  he  was  going  with  violence, 
that  he  fell  from  the  chariot,  so  that  his  limbs  wer/j  much 
pained  by  a  grievous  bruising  of  the  body. 

8  Thus  he  that  seemed  to  himself  to  command  even 
the  waves  of  the  sea,  being  proud  above  the  condition  oi 
man,  and  to  weigh  the  heights  of  the  mountains  in  a 
balance,  now  being  cast  down  to  the  ground,  was  carried 
in  a  litter,  bearing  witness  to  the  manifest  power  of  God 
in  himself: 

9  So  that  worms  swarmed  out  of  the  body  of  this  man, 
and  whilst  he  lived  in  sorrow  and  pain,  his  flesh  fell  oft" 
and  the  filthiness  of  his  smell  was  noisome  to  the 
armv. 

■ 

10  And  the  man  that  thought  a  little  before  he  could 
reach  to  the  stars  of  heaven,  no  man  could  endure  to 
carry,  for  the  intolerable  stench. 

1 1  And  by  this  means,  being  brought  from  his  great 
pride,  he  began  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  himself, 
being  admonished  by  the  scourge  of  God,  his  pains  in- 
creasing every  moment. 

12  And  when  he  himself  could  not  now  abide  his  own 
stench,  he  spoke  thus:  It  is  just  to  be  subject  to  God. 
and  that  a  mortal  man  should  not  equal  himself  to  God. 

13  Then  this  wicked  man  prayed  to  the  Lord,  of  whom 
he  was  not  like  to  obtain  mercy. 

14  And  the  city,  to  which  he  was  going  in  haste  to  lav 
it  even  with  the  ground,  and  to  make  it  a  common  bury- 
ing-place, he  now  desireth  co  make  free : 

15  And  the  Jews,  whom  he  said  he  would  not  account 
worthy  to  be  so  much  as  buried,  but  would  give  them  up 
to  be  devoured  by  the  birds  and  wild  beasts,  and  would 
utterly  destroy  them  with  their  children,  he  now  promised 
to  make  equal  with  the  Athenians. 

16  The  holy  temple  also,  which  before  he  had  spoiled, 
he  promised  to  adorn  with  goodly  gifts,  and  to  multiply 
the  holy  vessels,  and  to  allow  out  of  his  revenues  the 
charges  pertaining  to  the  sacrifices. 

17  Yea  also,  that  he  would  become  a  Jew  himself,  and 


»  2  Par.  xri.  9. 


Ver  13.  Not  like.  Because  his  repentance  was  not  for  the  offence  committed 
agnmst  God,  but  barely  on  account  of  Ids  present  sufferings.  Ch.— r'or  these  h* 
radly  grieved.  1  Mac.  vi  11,  Yet  was  not  sorrv  lor  the  offence  against  God  ana 
men.  So  the  damned  acknowledge  that  their  punishments  are  inflicted  on  accn-im 
of  their  sins,  yet  have  not  true  repentance.  \\\— In  like  manner  Esau  repented  for 
the  loss  oi  his  birthright.  Heb.  xii.  17.  M.  1 

Ver.  15.  Athenians.  This  seems  to  havo  been  put  for  Antioehians,  chap  iv 
9,  in  Greek;  which  name  would  suit  better  here,  as  Epiphany  had  no  power  ovei' 
Athens.  Grot.  C— Yet  it  was  highly  privileged  (H.)  above  all  the  cities  of  Greece 
M.— Jason  had  obtained  for  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem  to  be  called  Antioehians 
Chap.  vi.  1.  liut  this  jftunt  had  Iwen  revoked,  or  not  can-led  into  effect  since  th« 
lute  troubles.  C 

Ver.  16.  Sacrifices,  as  Darius,  Philometor,  and  aftflrwfcrds  (1  Mac  x  39' 
Niratordid.  1  Ewl.  vi.  9.  G. 


Cuap.  X. 


II.  MACHABEES. 


Chap.  X. 


would  go  through  every  place  of  the  earth,  and  declare 
the  power  of  God. 

18  But  his  pains  not  ceasing*,  (for  the  just  judgment  of 
God  was  come  upon  him,)  despairing  of  life,  he  wrote  to 
the  Jews,  in  the  manner  of  a  supplication,  a  letter  in  these 
words : 

19  To  his  very  good  subjects,  the  Jews,  Antiochus, 
king  and  ruler,  wisheth  much  health,  and  welfare,  and 
happiness. 

20  If  you  and  your  children  are  well,  and  if  all  mat- 
ters go  with  you  to  your  mind,  we  give  very  great 
thanks.  **■ 

21  As  for  me,  being  infirm,  but  yet  kindly  remember- 
ing you,  returning  out  of  the  places  of  Persia,  and  being 
taken  with  a  grievous  disease,  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
take  care  for  the  common  good  : 

22  Not  distrusting  my  life,  but  having  great  hope  to 
escape  the  sickness. 

23  But  considering  that  my  father  also,  at  what  time' 
tie  led  an  army  into  the  higher  countries,  appointed  who 
should  reign  after  him  : 

24  To  the  end  that  if  any  thing  contrary  to  expectation 
should  fall  out,  or  any  bad  tidings  should  be  brought,  they 
that  were  in  the  countries,  knowing  to  whom  the  whole 
government  was  left,  might  not  be  troubled. 

25  Moreover,  considering  that  neighbouring  princes, 
and  borderers,  wait  for  opportunities,  and  expect  what 
shall  be  the  event,  I  have  appointed  my  son,  Antiochus, 
king,  whom  1  often  recommended  to  many  of  you,  when 
I  went  into  the  higher  provinces  :  and  I  have  written  to 
him  what  I  have  joined  here  below. 

26  I  pray  you,  therefore,  and  request  of  you,  that,  re- 
membering favours  both  public  and  private,  you  will 
every  man  of  you  continue  to  be  faithful  to  me  and  to  my 
son. 

27  For  I  trust  that  he  will  behave  with  moderation 
and  humanity,  and  following  my  intentions,  will  be  gi-a- 
cious  unto  you. 

28  Thus  the  murderer  and  blasphemer  being  grievously 
struck,  as  himself  had  treated  others,  "died  a  miserable 
deatli  in  a  strange  country,  among  the  mountains.  I 

29  But  Philip,  that  was  brought  up  with  him,  carried 
away  his  body  :  and  out  of  fear  of  the  son  of  Antiochus,  j 
went  into  Egypt  to  Ptolemce  Philometor. 

CHAP.  X. 

The  purification  of  the  temple  and  city.     Other  exploits  of  Judaf.  71U 

victory  over  Timothtut. 

■  A.  M.  3317,  A.  C.  187— &  A.  M.  3S39. 


Ver.  19.   Subjects.    Lit.  "  citizens."  H. 

Ver.  23.  Father:  Antiochus  the  Great.  The  Persian  monarch*  generally 
took  this  precaution. — Countries.  So  profane  authors  style  the  provinces  beynnd 
tie  Euphrates. 

Ver.  25.    Antiochus  Eupator,  nine  years  old. — Below.    This  is  lost. 

Ver.  28.  Mountains,  at  Tabes,  (Polyb.,)  in  Patacenc.  Curt.  v. — Historians 
relate  that  he  lost  his  senses,  f  latfiovnnaq,)  beinjr  terrified  by  a  demon,  on  account 
of  his  criminal  attempt  agaii^t  the  temple  of  Diana.  Polyb.  excerp.  Vales.  S.  Jer. 
—This  was  a  real  crime  in  him,  as  lie  took  the  idol  for  u  deity.  But  his  conduct 
towards  the  temple  aud  nation  of  the  Jews  would  probably  weigh  heavier  upon  his 
conscience.  C. 

Ver.  i!9.  That  was.  Syr.  "son  of  his  nurse,"  appointed  regent. — Philo- 
meter.    Read  1  Mae.  vl.  17.  W. 

CHAP.  X.  Ver.  1.  City.  lie  had  done  both  before  the  death  of  Epiphanes. 
'V  )  after  Uio  fourth  battle  against  Lysias.  1  Mae.  iv.  W. 

""BR.  2    Altare.   Such  were  erected  before  the  houses.  1  Mac.  i.  50 ;  Jer.  xi- 13. 


cMachabeus,  and  they  that  were  with  him,  bj 
JLJ  the  protection  of  the  Lord,  recovered  the  temple 

and  the  citv  again. 

2  But  he  threw  down  the  altars,  which  the  heathens 
had  set  up  in  the  streets,  as  also  the  temples  of  the 
idols. 

3  And  having  purified  the  temple,  they  made  another 
altar  :  and  taking  fire  out  of  the  fiery  stones,  they  offered 
sacrifices  after  two  years,  and  set  forth  incense,  and  lamps, 
and  the  loaves  of  proposition. 

4  And  when  they  had  done  these  things,  they  besought 
the  Lord,  lying  prostrate  on  the  ground,  that  they  might 
no  more  fall  into  such  evils ;  but  if  they  should  at  any 
time  sin,  that  they  might  be  chastised  by  him  more  gently, 
and  not  be  delivered  up  to  barbarians  and  blasphemous 
men. 

5  Now  upon  the  same  day  that  the  temple  had  been 
polluted  by  the  strangers,  on  the  very  same  day  it  was 
cleansed  again ;  to  wit,  on  the  five  and  twentieth  day  oJ 
the  month  of  Casleu. 

6  And  they  kept  eight  days  with  joy,  after  the  manuei 
of  the  feast  of  the  tabernacles,  remembering  that  not  long 
before  they  had  kept  the  feast  of  the  tabernacles,  when 
they  were  in  the  mountains,  and  in  dens  like  wild  beasts 

7  Therefore  they  now  carried  boughs,  and  green 
branches,  and  palms,  for  him  that  had  given  them  good 
success  in  cleansing  his  place. 

8  And  they  ordained  by  a  common  statute,  and  decree, 
that  all  the  nation  of  the  Jews  should  keep  those  day? 
every  year-  ?>r 

9  And  this  was  the  end  of  Antiochus,  that  was  called 
the  Illustrious. 

10  But  now  we  will  repeat  the  acts  of  Eupator,  the 
son  of  that  wicked  Antiochus,  abridging  the  account  oi 
the  evils  that  happened  in  the  wars. 

1 1  For  when  he  was  come  to  the  crown,  he  appointed 
over  the  affairs  of  his  realm  one  Lysias,  general  of  tltp 
army  of  Phenicia  and  Syria. 

12  For  Ptolemee,  that  was  called  Macer,  was  deter- 
mined to  be  strictly  just  to  the  Jews,  and  especially  by 
reason  of  the  wrong  that  had  been  done  them,  and  tc 
deal  peaceably  with  them. 

13  But  being  accused  for  this  to  Eupator  by  his  friends, 
and  being  oftentimes  called  traitor,  because  he  had  lefi 
Cyprus,  which  Philometor  had  committed  to  him,  and 
coming  over  to  Antiochus  the  Illustrious,  had  revolted 
also  from  him,  he  put  an  end  to  his  life  by  poison. 

•  A.  M.  3840.  A.  C.  164. 


^  Ver.  3.    Stones;  "  heated,"  (Gr.,  Syr.,  Sorar.,)  or  by  miracle,  (Arab.  Gorkm 
T.)  or  striking  fire  with  a  flint  upon  tinder.    In  this  manner  the  Church  still 
renews  fire  on  Holy  Saturday.    The  Jews  could  not  use  profane  fire  in  the  tem 
pie.  Lev.  x.  I.    God  restored  the  sacred  fire  by  miracle.  Chap.  i.  18,  Sec— Two 
dating  from  the  administration  of  Ju'lus,  uud  three  since  Uie  temple  was  defiled. 
Usher,  A.  3340. 

Ver.  G.  Manner,  with  the  like  ceremonies  and  solemnity.  C. — Green  tranche* 
might  be  procured  in  November  ami  .December,  as  those  months  in  Palestine  art 
as  fine  as  our  spring.  Koger. 

Ver.  7.    Green,    Gr.  "beautiful;"  probably  the  orange  tree.  Lev.  xxiii.  40. 

See  Diss,  on  mandrakes.  C.  H. 

Ver.  S.  Days.  Bezu  allows  that  Christ  complied.  John  x.  It  is  wonderful 
then  that  Prot.  should  reject  this  book. 

Ver.  9.    Illustrious.    Go  to  1  Mac.  v.  1.  W. 

Ver.  12.  Macer,  "lean."  Gr.  makros,  " tall.*'  Bte  chap.  fv.  4,%  and  vii'  8 
Polybius  styles  him  "a  prudent  and  activo  num."  C. 
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Chap.  A. 


II.  MACHABEES 


Chap. 


14  But  Gorgias,  who  was  governor  of  the  holds,  taking 
with  him  the  strangers,  often  fought  against  the  Jews. 

15  And  the  Jews  that  occupied  the  most  commodious 
oold,  received  those  that  were  driven  out  of  Jerusalem, 
uid  attempted  to  make  war. 

!6  Then  they  that  were  with  Machabeus,  beseeching 
the  Lord  by  prayers  to  be  their  helper,  made  a  strong 
attack  upon  the  strong  holds  of  the  Idumeans : 

17  And  assaulting  them  with  great  force,  won  the 
holds,  killed  them  that  came  in  the  way,  and  slew  alto- 
gether no  fewer  than  twenty  thousand. 

18  And  whereas  some  were  fled  into  very  strong  towers, 
having  all  manner  of  provision  to  sustain  a  siege, 

19  Machabeus  left  Simon  and  Joseph,  and  Zacheus, 
and  them  that  were  with  them,  in  sufficient  number  to 
besiege  them,  and  departed  to  those  expeditions  which 
orged  more. 

20  Now  they  that  were  with  Simon,  being  led  with 
covetousness,  were  persuaded  for  the  sake  of  money  by 
some  that  were  in  the  towers :  and  taking  seventy  thou- 
sand didrachmas,  let  some  of  them  escape. 

21  But  when  it  was  told  Machabeus  what  was  done,  he 
assembled  the  rulers  of  the  people,  and  accused  those  men 
Jaat  they  had  sold  their  brethren  for  money,  having  let 
their  adversaries  escape. 

22  So  he  put  these  traitors  to  death,  and  forthwith  took 
the  two  towers. 

23  And  having  good  success  in  arms,  and  all  things  he 
took  in  hand,  he  slew  more  than  Twenty  thousand  in  the 
two  holds. 

24  But  Timotheus,  who  before  had  been  overcome  by 
the  Jews,  'having  called  together  a  multitude  of  foreign 
troops,  and  assembled  horsemen  out  of  Asia,  came  as 
though  he  would  take  Judea  by  force  of  arms. 

25  But  Machabeus,  and  they  that  were  with  him,  when 
he  drew  near,  prayed  to  the  Lord,  sprinkling  earth  upon 
their  heads,  and  girding  their  loins  with  haircloth. 

26  And  lying  prostrate  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  be- 
sought him  to  be  merciful  to  them,  and  to  be  an  enemy 
to  their  enemies,  and  an  adversary  to  their  adversaries,  as 
the  law  saith. 

27  And  so  after  prayer  taking  their  arms,  they  went 
forth  further  from  the  city,  and  when  they  were  come 
very  near  the  enemies  they  rested. 

28  But  as  soon  as  the  sun  was  risen  both  sides  joined 
battle :  the  one  part  having,  with  their  valour,  the  Lord 
for  a  surety  of  victory,  and  success :  but  the  other  side 
making  their  rage  their  leader  in  battle. 

29  If  ut  when  they  were  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement, 


s  1  Mae.  t  S. 


Ykr.  13.  Revolted.  So  they  interpreted  (H.)  his  disapprobation  of  the 
cruelties  exercised  upon  the  Jews.  C. 

Ver.  14.  Gorgius.  who  had  boen  defeated.  1  Mac.  it.  W. — Fought.  Or. 
"  prolonged  the  war."  Grot. 

Vbk.  15.  The  Jews,  kc.  lie  speaks  of  them  that  had  fallen  from  their  re- 
ligion, and  were  enemies  of  their  country,  who  joining  with  the  Idumeans  or 
Edomites,  kept  possession  of  die  strong  holds,  and  from  thence  annovctl  their 
countrymen.  Ch. 

Vkr.  24.  Timotheus,  who  :°.d  been  defeated  (1  Mac.  viii.  30.  W.)  soon  after 
Xicanor. 

Vbh.  SC.  Altar,  between  it  and  the  porch.  Joel  ii.  17. — Law.  Exod.  xxiii. 
•H\  Lev.  xxvi.  7  ;  Deut.  vii.  16.  C. 

▼w*.  32.    Gazara,  dinereot  from  Gaza,  which  is  so  called  oWwhero.  M. — 


there  appeared  to  the  enemies  from  heaven  five  men  upon 
horses,  comely,  with  golden  bridles,  conducting  the  Jews: 

30  Two  of  whom  took  Machabeus  between  them,  and 
covered  him  on  every  side  with  their  arms,  and  kept  hfm 
safe ;  but  cast  darts  and  fire-balls  against  the  enemy,  so 
that  they  fell  down,  being  both  confounded  with  blind- 
ness, and  filled  with  trouble. 

31  And  there  were  slain  twenty  thousand  fi  ve  hundred, 
and  six  hundred  horsemen. 

32  But  Timotheus  fled  into  Gazara,  a  strong  hold, 
where  Chereas  was  governor. 

33  Then  Machabeus,  and  thev  that  were  with  him, 
cheerfully  laid  siege  to  the  fortress  four  days. 

34  But  they  that  were  within,  trusting  to  the  strength 
of  the  place,  blasphemed  exceedingly,  and  cast  forth 
abominable  words. 

35  But  when  the  fifth  day  appeared,  twenty  young 
men  of  them  that  were  with  Machabeus,  inflamed  in  their 
minds  because  of  the  blasphemy,  approached  manfully  tu 
the  wall,  and  pushing  forward  with  fierce  courage,  got  up 
upon  it:  -t  spwtt 

36  Moreover,  others  also  getting  up  after  them,  went 
to  set  fire  to  the  towers  and  the  gates,  and  to  burn  the 
blasphemers  alive. 

37  And  having  for  two  days  together  pillaged  and 
sacked  the  fortress,  they  killed  Timotheus,  who  was  found 
hid  in  a  certain  place :  they  slew  also  his  brother,  Chereas 
and  Apollophanes. 

38  And  when  this  was  done,  they  blessed  the  Lord 
with  hymns  and  thanksgiving,  who  had  done  great  things 
in  Israel,  and  given  them  the  victory. 

CHAP.  XI. 

Lysias  is  overthrown  by  Judas.    He  sues  for  peace. 

A SHORT  time  after  this"  Lysias,  the  king's  lieutenant, 
and  cousin,  and  who  had  chief  charge  over  all  the 
affairs,  being  greatly  displeased  with  what  had  happened, 

2  Gathered  together  fourscore  thousand  men,  and  all 
the  horsemen,  and  came  against  the  Jews,  thinking  to  take  j 
the  city,  and  make  it  a  habitation  of  the  Gentiles  :  j 

3  And  to  make  a  gain  of  the  temple,  as  of  the  othei 
temples  of  the  Gentiles,  and  to  set  the  high  priesthood  to 
sale  every  year : 

4  Never  considering  the  power  of  God,  but  purled  up 
in  mind,  and  trusting  in  the  multitude  of  his  foot  soldiers, 
and  the  thousands  of  his  horsemen,  and  his  fourscore 
elephants. 

5  So  he  came  into  Judea,  and  approaching  to  Beth- 
sura,  whicli  was  in  a  narrow  place,  the  space  of  five  fur- 
longs from  Jerusalem,  he  laid  siege  to  that  fortress. 

b  A.  V.  SMI.  A.C.  IRS 


This  Gazara  was  a  fortress  against  the  inroads  of  the  Idumeans. — Chereas,  broths: 
of  TimotnmiB.  C. 

Vek.  36.  Men.  Gorionides  (iii.  13)  say*  they  were  Assideans,  mentioned  be- 
fore. 1  Mac.  ii  42,  and  Tii.  13.  W. — Got.    Gr.  "slew  overy  one  rhey  met."  H. 

CHAP.  XI.  Vbr.  1.  Cousin.  He  was  of  the  blood  royal  und  governor,  (ver. 
22,  and  I  Mac.  xi.  18,)  having  supplanted  Philip.  C. — Lvsias  had  been  vanquisher 
already.  1  Mac  iv.  28.  W.  C. 

V  br.  3.  Temple,  as  of  a  farm,  by  selling  offices  and  requiring  money  of  those 
who  Offered  victims.  1  Mac  x.  42.  C. 

Ver.  ft.    Narrow.    Gr.  "secure."    Prot.  " strong  town." 

V):r.  6.  Angel.  Knowing  that  the  patriarchs  and  Moses  had  often  received 
such  aid,  the  Machabees  prayed  that  their  good  cause  might  bo  eajiou&ed  by  tl_* 
angels--  and  their  request  was  granted,  though  they  wore  forced  to  co-operate 


